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{ GENERAL ¢ - Operational Reporting
{svscmc t POCAPON

REFERENCE t FJBW=3846

1, For the answer to most of the questions raised in reference we invite
your attention to FUB~2215, dated the same day that reference was pre-
pareds POCAPN did explain vhat happened, Unfortunately our report
of this event was not considered before reference was dispatched,

24 Reference raises, however, other basic questions upon waich we desire
to coment,

3¢ In the first ploce, as reference puts it, Ythe KUBARE-ECCAPON relsw-
tionship is wmisuals" We cannot help but wonder if you appreciate
how wmsual it really is. When we first started seeing POCAFCN he
was high in his government and we saw him on an official basis, bat,
: of course, kept the meetings as secret as was possible or practicable,
In the early days of this relationship, when POCAPON was in a position
to do same if not all of the things that KUBARK wanted done in Japan,
a more willing cooperator could hardly have been founde Through his
support POLUNATE wes established and the entire basis for the POPAIATE
project stems from hime All the while he consistently met our re~
quests for information and assistance when such was in his power,
We saw him certainly in an official capacitye With his loss of govern~
ment position he wes naturally not in a position to be of the same
type and degree of assistance to us, but in our relationships with
bim since then he has always seemed to us to be completely frank and,
as far as we can tell, honesty, POCAPON is not obligated to us, as
raference points outs On the contrary he tekes a real risk politi-
cally every time he sees us and we have yot to Cemonstrate to him
shether or not we believe his political future is worth more active = v
support from use Ltwmte,inmopﬁnimhehasgiminw&ur-ﬂ R
ably more help to us than he has receiveds :
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b, POCAPON is not controlled, says reference; nor will he be, in our
opinion. But our relationship with him as it exists today is, we
believe, uniques An example of the moment: n 8 January 1956
POCAPON called ! (1 by telephone from a hotel on the Izu Penine
sula (where he had gone for tha week-end) to +all ) [ —J that he
had become quite 111 and that he wished T 1 to come down and spend
a few uninterrupted hours with him, We had been trying to arrange a
meeting with POCAPON for some time but had been unable to because of
als heavy and full schedule of travel on Party business, yet as soom
as he was forced to break his schedule he callede Of course this is
not control, but it is cited as a factor in the umusualness of the

KJBARK~-POCAPQN relationshipe

Ce POCAPON is not obligated to KUBARK unless he feels some obligation
for the things that we have helped do for his country. We have done
little if anything for him personally, But he feels, we believe, a
certain degree of obligation to us in that we have at least tried to
be helpful, We saw to it that arrangements were made to help T X
Wwe encourage himx at every turn, wo listen to him when it i3 umwise for
him to be seeing ODACID representatives, we are friendly to him and
toward his aspirations as far as we know those aspirations, If this
canses obligation on his part, as it seems to in a peenliarly Japanese
sense of the word, then we are just that much ahead,

Our relationship to POCAPON is that we provide a sounding board for him
which might more properly be handled by GDACID, In no sense can we gsk
or axpect him to "report accurately all the possibilities of a given sit-
uationees” All that we can expect, and wo believe all that we shoull
expect given the circumstances of today, is what he wants to give. When
we do give him EEI, as we have done on many occasions using the btroadest
sense of the word EEI, he has respcnded seemingly to the best of his
ability or to the limit of his desiress

If it is within the interests of ODICKE to have one of the primary politi-
cal figures in Japan tell KUBARK what he thinks on this or that subject,
receive from KUBARK and apparently be strongly influenced by ODYOKE think-
ing on this or that problem or event, express publicly more often than not
the ODYOKE view on this or that subject, then we believe this is a rela~
tionship that shomld not only be continued but should be greatly encouraged
and built upe As far as we can tell, POCAPON has been a staunch friend of
KUBARK since our first contact with hime We believe he can contime to be
if we so desiree If he becomes the top man locally whatever relationship
KUBARK has with him will be important, but it is up to KUBARK to declds,
and this must be decided soon, what that relationship will bes We could
posnblyhavemimpmtantpartinmldngthismﬂ\emmm
(provided his political star be in the ascendant) if that were our degire,
and by so doing could influence the Japanese Government along many lines
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of ODYOXE interests. He mgy became the Prime Minister without our help.
This would maks him no less a friend of KUBARK and ODYOKE, but the obli-
gation he would feel toward us would be simply as described above,

Se Despite all that we have said above, though the following has no particu=
lar bearing on the past KUBARK=POCAPON relationship, the following face
tors should be noted for the records

a8¢ According tc various reports, including ome from Headquarters, there
is some question re POCAPN's rightist background and possibls current
connections, This is a factor shich certainly should not be over-
looked in any appraisal of him as a person, as a political figure or
as both where ODYOKE interests may be concerneds '

be We know from many sources, most of them overt, that POCAPON is not
politically astute in the normal sense in which that term applies to
Japanese politicianse He is generally termed 2s being "too nice"”
or "too gemtlemanly® to seriously engage in the rough and tumble
back~stage manipulations of every day Japanese politicse In the same
vein, he has apparently too much integrity to meet the demands of those
who would back him financially for a price.

ce His reported break with C _"1 (soms sources say this was only for
pablic consumption) has possibly done him no good politically in that
he may well have lost the support of a faction within the Party that

totals some sixty members,

de While POCAPON is zenerally admired as a man, from what we have been
able to leamm to date, he is not respected from the standpoint of
practical politicse This ties in closely with point b above.

ee The struggle going on within the Iiberal-Democratic Party for posi-
tions of power will probably be won by those persans, such a&<EONO,
—CEISHI, et al, who are experts at political-dnfighting, They appsrently
see POCAPON as at least one of the main obstacles in their way toward
success and thus are likely to do 21l they can to "get hime™ As
stated above, this field of political intrigue is not a field where
POCAPON is expert and he will probubly be "gotten" by his adversariese

fo There is always the possibility thet POCAPON will be betrayed, will
be sold out by such people ss¥MIKL Buidchi while they are posing as:
his friendse .

ge POCAPON's seeming insbility to obtain a favorable press (the competi=
tors of ASAHT and others seem to be against him) is another factor
that bears watching or at lsast notings His apparent inabllity to get
and keep his name before the public through provocative statements or
action is considered to be a liabilitye
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6s With refevence to paragraph 4 above, it seems hardly likely at the time

of writing that POCAFON will become the Prime Minister, Because of many
of the things stated above, but largely, possibly, because he has no
funde and little prospect of ralsing sufficient Aunds in time, it is likely
that he will be defeated and may nesver really enter ths rumning, Despite
all this, however, we believe that it is important for Japsn Base to maine
tain a working relationship with POCAPON and that it is important for
KUBARK, despite the statements contained in reference, to build and foster
this relationship so that no matter what the future holds this so far
apperently friendly and important man will contimue to maintain a friendly
and helpful relationship with XUBARK, if that is what XUBARX desires,

7¢ Your comments are soliciteds Contact reports with POCAPN aince our last
forwarding are forwarded by separate cover,

Chief, Section F

Enclosuress:
12 POCAPON Contact Reports (1 cy ea)
(1 Oct, 17 Oct, 21 Oct, 22 Oct,
1 Nov, 1 Nov, ki Nov, 26 Nov, 3 Dec,
23 Dec, 23.Dec, 30 Dec)

11 Jamary 1956
Distritutions

h Chief, FE, w/encl BY SEPARATE COVER
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