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. ]
asted on the éo;:l made by Uessrs. Pavl Lachonal, Lawyer at . .-
Genova and Dre Professor at the Bwiss Federal Polytes

Iastitute, on behalf of Michel O LI A N, bOL?-l}'J{ly 27 'I,

stataless, buainesaman, end his wife Elisabe udenstain,

born Beptember 18, 1899, Against a decree of ths State Counsil

of the Canton Geneva of October 12, 1946 confirming a Swiss Bxpul=-

sion dfcision, on the basis of the following (findings of) fastas

I.

Olian was born at Riga as a Rugsian subjeot. He studied
at Riga and Ste. Potersbourg. From 1914 to 1919 he was in ths
Rusaian Military Service. Im 1920 ke left Rusaia to go to Ger-
nany first, then, in 1923, to Paris, In France hs was active in
finansial affairs. He was expslled from France in 1926 becausoe
of "spsculation against the French currency and against Frensh
oredit,” However, this order was not carried out and was revoked
in'1934, In 1923, Olian was condemmed by ths Frensh Courts to
one month in prison with repriesve and 5C0 French franos fine
for “violation of the momopoly of ths telephone transmissions.”
Ho aotually had installed a radio transmitter to send quotations
of the stock exchange.

IIe.

Olian entered Switrerland in 1939, provided with s consular
visa permitting a short atay in Geneva. He tried at first to obtain
o permit to stay, emphasizing that he could go back to France
at any tims and that ho had the intention.to returan to Francs soon.
It is true that later he decleared in a statement which he submittad
to the Swiss Federal Police for Aliens in 1943, that he had some
to the deciasion, since the outbreak of the war, to stay in Switter-
land and for that reason he had caused his wife ond daughter to
come to Switrerland also. Thus Olian has concealed his trus in-
tentions at the begiming of his stay in Switrerland to the Swiss

Poderal Polics for Aliens.

On January 23, 1940, the Swiss Federal Police for Aliens
refusad to consent to a permit to stay, proposed by the authorities
of the Canton and instead ordered him expelled giviag him a period
of grace for departure until February 9, 1940. This period was

later extendad, the lest time fram August 1, 1940 to August 30, 1940.

DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ABENCY
SOURCESMETHODS EXEMPTI.ONIB2B ™

NAZ' WAR ER'MESBISCLUSUREABT ‘BE}C—‘&SSm - adAppro\JedforRGPaSe
DateE 2001 2006 by the Central Intelligence Agency
Date: 3¢/ .

N&ZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSU



-2 -

On Septamber 17, 1940, the Federal Police for Alions reversed this
order and offeted to give Olian a permit to stay for a short time.
However, Olian did not have the permission to undertake any
profitable business activity whatever.

The appellant was permitted to stay untdl March 3, 1943,
upon perrits «f stay of short durations, carrying the foilowing
notations “Zemporary Stay". Express prohibitlon sgcinat any pro-
fitable activity whatever. in Switzerland.” .

On March 3, 1943, Olian became subject to the special laws
concerning emigrants according to the special order of the Bwiss
Foderal Counoil of October 17, 1939, modifying the regulatipns of
the Swisa Federal Polise for Aliens{ At that occasion he was
especially forbidden “to engage any profitsble activities whatever
or to accept sxy paid ecployment in Sxitzerlend nfhout the lpooin.l
authorigation of the Swiss Federal Police Jor Aliens.” Thus, he
obtained his pennit to stay under these reservations.

© III.

On September 13, 1944, Olian as well as his wife wore ex-
pelled from Switzerland by a deoision of the Swiss Department of
vustice and Folico for en unlimited time for violating the prohi-
bition to engage in any profitable sotivity. Olian appealed this
decision to the Council of the Cantan of Goneva. The State Council
rejected the appeal by order of October 12, 1945, and oontimd the
expelling order handed down by the lower agsncye.

IV,

In his appeal against the decision of the 3tate Council,
Olian presented the following argumsntss The Canton of Genevu
be not entitled to pronounse the expulsion, since the last authori-
sation in this matter had been handed down by the Police Department
for Aliens of the Canton of Basel-City. iorecver, the method used
for this investigation have been faulty. Thus, Olian should not
have bsen quostioned by the commission established by the lews of
the Canton for sush cases, The contracts concluded with the Swise
firms had been laegal. Besides, said transactions had been in the
interost of Swiss firms snd oconsequently entirely in the interest
of the Swiss econamy. Morsover, they had not violated in eny respect
the principles of Swisa neutrality. Furthermore, ths Federal Police
for Aliens had been put on notice of this activity Ly Olian himself
in Maroh 1943. In spite of that a permit to stay was ascorded to him
on April 2, 1943, valid until the end of September 1943; it is true
that this permit admonished the spplicant to prepare his departure
by that date. From then on Olian dia not engage in any lucrative
sotivity auy more, and he did not do so inspite of the fact that
various Swiss businoss houses approachod him. Moreover, Olien had
not enganged in businees relations wi t: the purpose of making profit,
but in order to facilitate taking up of his business affairs after
the war and in order to prove his estoom in regard to Switzerland.
Tho comissions which he was given had been relatively modest and bad
left him with but a minimum gain. i
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In feot, it should be considered that he had to defray ths eaxpenses
of the intermediaries as well as the costs caused by the transactions
which were mot successful. The petitioner denies havingiaid any
relations with the German authorities with the aid of which certain
transactions had boen suscessful. And even if the investigation of
sach oaso should lead to the conclusion that Olian mmde a profit in
his transactions and thatthis should be considersd es an illegal
profitable activity, it should atill be particularly smphasized that
it is not in Switzerland's interest to expeoll him. Olian dooclared
himself willing to give-all necessary explanations and this to the
athorities of the Canton of Geneva as woll as to the Swiss Govern-
mont and he halped to fasilitate the investigation in exary way.
Thorefore, the expulsion was not justified and ths decision conse-
quently should be reversed, Hence, aa far as the wife of the.petitioner
is consermed, no charge oexists against her. She iz statiess and
should be in any case permitted to stay in Switzerland. iloreover the
daughter of the peiitionmer is married in Bwitzerland.

Ve

The following is an omorpt from ﬂze official file of ths
Departmont

1« On December 23, 1943, Olian received fram the authoriged
department of the Canton Basle-City ths permit to stay temporsrily
in Basle. This suthorisation waa specially designated as temporary
by the Bwiss Foderal Police for Aliens since Olien was not in possesss-
ion of the approbation provided by Artiole 18, paragraph 5 of the
Federal law of the 26th March 1931 on the stay and establishment of
rosidenoce by aliens, and article 18, paragraph 2, of the regulation
under sald law.of Msy 5, 1933. This approbation has not been accorded
up to this day, The last regular authoriration under the Swiss Federsl
Law on stay and establishment of residence of aliens is thorefore ths
ona granted by the Canton of Geneva.

2. In Spring 1944, the Chief of the Swiss Federal Department
of Justice and Police ordered an investigation of the aotivities of
Oliane Ths Pederal authorities then contacted the authorities of
ths Canton to clear up ths situation. In August 1844, Olian was
questioned by the polics department and made his stetemonts orslly.
On September 13, 1944, the expulsion was pronounsed by the Canton,
Goneva and on Ootcber 12, 1945, the State Council of this Canton,

. after an additiopal investigation, rejected the sppeal and canfirmed
the first decision. After a long and detailed investigation the Swiss
Office of Compensation furnished a report which came to the attention
of the Swiss Federal Department of Justice and Police in kay 1946,

3. The investigation proved to be difficult. The appelant
wanted to contest among other things the competence of certain azsuncies
in charge of the proceadings. The bank accounts ¢f Olian were no
longer in his name since 1942, but under adopted names such as “SEDAP”
or ERNST"., It was at that time that Olian was put on the blec: list.
‘0lten also made false dsclarations. ‘He declared, for example, during
e course of the Juestioning that he ceme to Switserlend with txo
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millions while at another tine he said it was only one million franos.
At another occasion he pretendod not to have made any profit at all of
n certain transaction. It was only after proof to the contrary was
prosented that he deoided to admit that the profit was 150,000 franocs.
He also stated that he had not seen a certain French agent since 1941.
Howover, it could bte ascertainsd that he had finanoial affairs with said
person in 1942 at Zurich. Moreover, these rolationships served not only
the purpose of administration of Ulian's fortune or the liquidation of
old business affairs, but permitted him to start new transestions. After
various reports and s tatements by Olian himself, the correspondent in
question did not enjoy a good reputation,

4e Olian visited frequently the bars and dancing places. There he
made the aoquaintance of a former seorotary to the Genoral Bealquarters
S.A. at Munich, who was married at Basls. Olian himgelf procured a tele-
phous conversation for her to another seoretary at the above mentioned
Hoadquarters. He oven paid for this tolophons ocall himself which is
slleged to have been only a conversation between friends, ‘nothing else.
doreover, he met in Switserland the fomer lawyer of Marshall Goring and
he had soms busines . “raueo.tinns with 2%z, allegedly by request of a
swies firm.

6e In the yoars of 1940 to 1942, Olimn txried to free assets for
various Swiss firms which were frogen in othsr countries and brought t hem
into Switzerland, Furthermore, ho was successful to obtain permits for
iaports from Frsnce for several Swisa Commsroial Firms as well as transit
permits through France to Spain. Ths sums which were paid to him from
these transactions in the form of cammissions were partly very impartant.
Thus, ha received from a single firm for services rendered in 1940, 147,4566,--
francs, for 1841, 100,000.-- francs, and for 1942, 76,643.~-francs, while
from anotbar transastion he received a commission of 99,943.90 franos. He
pretonds that of this smount there were only 14.000.~-francs left to him
and that the rest had to be paid for caumissions and sub-—cocmissions.

In addition to the activities displayed in favor of the §wiss
firms, the following is taken from the file:

In 1941, Olisn bought 63 tons of frozen meoat of Hungarian oxigin
from a Swiss firm at a price of 109,476.60 frunos, presumably not sellable
in Switzerland ard shipped then %o Frange. He offected this operation
for his own accounte

Adocording to & repart considered probuble by the Swisa Compensation
0ffice, Olian hed made an agreement with ¢ Prenchman and a Swiss to proours
soveral millions pesetas for German ageats in Spain, It was agreed that
Olian would receive 407 of ths profit. At the moment of the oonslusion
of the contract, it was not yst known for whioh purpose the Germans
nooded Pesetas, and it was only later that it was revealed that these amounts
were destined for the purchass of airports. The transaction was not :
consluded and the other party had to pay a pemalty of 125,000 fremos,

50,000 of wnioch came to Olian.




R

P e =i B ‘
) All Owroan Letelllzene a:liviulos in Seltserlany “re cwrlod%f
" out unaor ths contrul of AST {Atwstrszolle), Stuttsert, Sinee .

_Switderlund Ls w neutral cowitry, ths GeFzns hu7o caintained an

“sxtensive intsllijonce sywtea ln thut ocuntry, which befoce the

Gerscn-French araiatice ws prl.nolpslly dlrocuu (& nk.st Prance.

. \

. In the poriog iccediately grecedin; the outbresk of the war,

208t of these latelligonce sctivities were direcied by the Ger_an-

financed . "Bunu rrouvr Etogencaesn®, a 3wles or anizution fouadec by

Dr. Zuncor. - This noouty hiue wn saplenuce ucum under the'leador-
. ahlp of Jchann rrei, which cclleated inforaation on. fret. t.hr defenses, -

nvlntl.bn truln Ly, end Couht sctivities. - A

. At prosent, the Jermun lnul.lctnac or,.unluuon e Mtnrlu\d
18 & Kelezsorceatsution (K.0.) wise headquarturs ere at the Geraan .7
Sabazey (n Berns, with sudb-stitl.ns o4 Zurich, Genovs, Basel, Liaso,
lausunne wnd Ronatsns, The Krlessorianisction lc *he mraal for.
.under wiloh tiw Absshr sorie laa neatrul country, ‘.N directors ~ -
funotion wnder oiploastio or cou-lu- cover, . . -
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. Korvettenkspltesu inus doteanor, ms Consul Genorml Lr Dum. (383
_feata_the counter-es Lomoylnlmt of Abwshr IlI {n'an . -
oeouploq oountry}. iluptoann von u=d sur Yiehlen s bolleved to de . -
fo charze of esplutuse (abwenr I), fle {s attachwu to the Gerawn
. legetion at Berne, ~From avniluble .Infornatica, it apisurs t:iut there
1s co esbatage seation (Abwehr 111} in 8witsorlanu. The selection
. of Jelesner, ood of tie aost offlolunt Abwehr d‘rzclﬂ, who -ad been
" in SRArCe of ecwiter-esylinmge for the whole of Preace prior to tnc
. _ Armistics with that cuun hiws how Lmpurtant Swftserland becsas
to the Jurzans trervultcty in view of the fast that it boou-u are
, than ever thu ceuter of nluo.. uuviey.

lurhb. boh.., the center of 3wise hnvy l.nduntry-. u particilarly
o0n08rnod with socnoalo eeplonage, The two prinoipsl senters tnere
are the offlces of the “Allrewino BlekcriolitsstazOesellsche.t”, (Y21 Ju
ana the”Zurich "h.-uullhwr . snich was dlrwtod. soocrdinrg to a e~
port of Octodelr, ls41, by cud muu. .. .
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" (ceat'd) . . - - ‘ ’ .

e [ta}ians wre esld to buw o offiSleut esplinage systea in

Swltserland, slthouh uot nearly so extensive as that of the Gerasns, -
It {8 3cntrolled focm Milan, and tho oenter ic Switserimnd suecs to
“be the Italfan Consulate at Butel. Prinolpal sub-stations arq at
Genave, lauserme and Llugano, snd ususlly aa Italisn Vice Cozsul ln ~

. _uah olty is st the dispussl ofr the Italisn Dirdetor of Julury .
-i Intelligence. The Itulisn Pudlle Seourity Service, Which ordinarlly
uses the local Fasolo aa covwr for ite l,,mtc, 10 some aneds sleo . RN

—...ooatrols t.hc sppolntaects . Vice' Ceasuls. T

Aypndod to this &n.dbook lsa Hlt of forol. n dphnu ia
gwitgeriand, inoluding Gerasn eng Itallsn r-prunuunn, as of . o
the fall-of 1943, S of the tames thereln’iey vury froa the ( g

[l clm ss belng ccarectsd wi.h the ciplosatic alffons 1o the

mala part of the Manddook, but as these divergwnoled ‘ere explained

and up to date seslgamaats Jalialtely confirued, the i:msse of the

new nsusbents will be l.ucorpmw ln\gm first’ supplesat toy

lul &Mboox : ’_ . - .. .
L bmlulu. 1t say be uld that Snitserland vu'l beccae .

inarcasinily isporteat to the Gersang as the only neutrsl gountry -

in thtul lwp froa illeh Lnt-lllc-au work csn e umbd.‘
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