QNJDERA Makoto (1420/6851/1408/02077

ONODERA Makoto was born on 19 September 1897 at Massews-machi, Iwate-ken,
Japan., He married ICHINOUE Yukiko in 1927 and they have two sons and a
daughter. Both Jubject and his wife are of noble birth, he ealling himself
"slmost & baron”l and she is said to be related to the emperor.? After
cadet school in Sendal and later Tokyo, ONODERA gradusted from the Military
Academy and was attached to the: -29th Infantry in Sendsi, He learned
Rugsian there, 1 and can both sppak and vrite it well. His Jerman is poor
and bo understands some Znglish. In 1928 Subject gradusted from the War
College and from 1930 to 1932 was superintendent and linstructor in the
experimental section of the Army Infantry School, Chiba. In 1934 snd 1935
his duties with the General Staff Headqusrters concerned only the US3R. From
1935 to 1938 ONODERA was the Military Attache in the Imperisl Japanese Legation, .
Riga, latvia. In April 1937 he essumed the addltional duty of Military Attache
to Estonia and Lithusaia. In 1938 Subject returned to the Genaral Steff,
Tokyo uniil October when he was attached to the Operations Section of the
Expeditionery Force in China on a political misslon, After a term of
instructor at the Army General Staff College, ONODERA was asmigned in 1940
as a colonel, to be military attache in Stockbolm. 1 On his way both here
and to his former position in Latvia, Subject viaited the Militzry Attache in
Moscow, Although he was accradited only to the Swedish Government, Subject's
post made him responsible for Norway snd Denmark slso,l (One source clsinms
that at the beginning of the second World Wer, Subject was in Shanghai
vhere, through Chinese Commnist elsments, he arbitrarily zegotiated for a
Sino-Japanese pesce plan. However, this was reported to have ended in
failure and he was called back to Japen,4 ) One source states that during the
war ONODERA's office was perhaps the most important Japenese espionage post
in Europe. He received directives from Tokyc covering meny and diverse targets
aod had nearly 2,000,000 yen at his disposal for intelligence operations, 3
At one tims Subject was reported attached to the Red Army as a foreign
obsarver.

Regarding the Swedish assigmment, a second source claims that ONODERA's
suthority extended to the Bsltic countries, working through Germsn Intelli, gence
where there was ro Japanese representation. It ceems probable that Subject,
as ho himself boasted, was put in charge of intelligence for the whols of
Zurope. The evidence shows that he preferred to work alone with little
collaboration from asiistants, using mainly officisl sources,? One source
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of 1953 stated thet ONODERA was known as "Elerkopf" (Egg Head) or "Bmonotti”
or"Dp, E.7 .. vhile working for Germany as one of her ablest intelligence
agerts in Stockholm. 4 In Jamuary 1946 Subject left Haples for repatriation
and was interrogated in May. 1 ONODERA stated that he did not intend to resums
his former position of instructor at the Royal Japanese Militury Academy of
Tokyo but intended to becoms a private citizen and take care of his farm,

He turned to business bowever and becams in due course, thanks to his Swedish
contacts, representative of the Gothenburg export company, Gerum and Company, 4
at 3, 2~chome, Nishi-Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo.

A document dated Februsry 1952 states that ONODZRA was connected with the
Harbin Tolumu Kiken and the Shanghal Tokumu Kikan, and attended the first
meeting of the Continental Affeirs Research Institute.5 He 1s called a
confidentisl sdviser to the Attorney General's Office which obtained a supply
of Soviet newspapers through an ICRIYAMA Kanzo (probsbly UCHITAMA). 6 An April
report statos that Subject was participating in the KATO intelligence organ.
Subject ie reported uorkﬂ.ni under the Special Investigation Bureeu of the
Attorrey Cenoral's office. In May ONODERA ettended the inaugural meeting of
the Sakurada Kai, the name of an orgganiution of gradustes of the Japaness
Military Academy frem 1913 to 1921, An October document calls Subject a
close friend of Col. JACOBSEN, the Estonisn military sttache in Barlin,l0
Final information of 1952 states that Subject aszociated with the Special
Investigation Branch =8 an advisor until its terminstion. This source
continues that ONODERA planned to go to Sweden in July that yeer tut the
Swedish government suzgested a postponement of the trip becsuse of Subject's
former military attache position,ll

Subject's epplication for s visa to Sweden wes granted in Dacember 1952
and he arrived there the following January.& His reasons for the trip were
private, principelly to recover his bemk account and other property he laft
in Sweden at the end of the war when recaslled to Tokyo., No Japanese govern-
ment aspency requested him to engage in intelligence activities; howsver, the
trip g:va rise to unfavorable publicity in the 3wedish newspapers which
embarrs ysed the Jnpnness consulate in Stockholm. ONODERA*s trip was
schedulsd for 90 days and his status was that of a commercial entrant.12 In
August 1953 Subject spoke at a Ural EKai meeting on th: "European 3ituation
as Seem from 3weden." The moeting was held at the Tokyo offices of tha
Continental Problems Research Institute.l13 A September 1953 report states
that nothing is known shout the membership of the ONODERA Kikan which was said
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to be submitting informetion to the MURAI Kikan, Unconfirmed informastion
stated that Subject was taking an active part in the negotiations betveen
Sweden gnd Japan in vhich Sweden was trying to sell some AA guns to ths
Japaness National 3afety Forces. : :

In February 195 Subject reported to be councillor of ths Continental
Affairs Research Institute.16 A 1953 eddress was given as 2441, Setagays,
3-chome, Jetazaya-ku, Tokyo.l5 There is no information later than February
1954 in the files,

[[7]
]
(=]
o
(]
[}

L e ————— ——




c —

ONODERA Makoto

1 - Wash. D.C, Strategic lervices Unit, based onm interrogstion
of Subject. Interrogstion conducted in Garman. Date of
document -~ 25 Sept 1946

2 - Interrogetion Briaf, June 1946, Bs2

3 - ?33-365. 12 Aug 1953, POLESTAR, B-2

4 - Dagens Nyhater, 11 Jan 1953

5 - 2J3=27, 29 Feb 1952, POLESTAR, B-3

6 2IJ=27, 29 Feb 1952, POIESTAR, B-3

- A.7. /210, 30 Apr 1952, British liaison

8 %JJ-91, 25 Apr 1952, POLESTAR, B-3

9 - 2J3-106, 23 May 1952, POLESTAR, B=3

10 - 233-211, 3 Oct 1952, POLESTAR, B-3

11 - 2JJ-277, & Dec 1952, POLESI’R, B-3

12 - NJ-R, 27 Feb 1953, POLESTAR, B8-2

13 - FJJ-265, 12 Aug 1953, POLFSTAR, B-2

14 - CC 532, POIE& Sept 1953, POLESTAR

15 - G2 £ile check, 3 Aug 1953 (date of 1nfo, 19 Feb 1953}

16 - FIJ-492, 3 Feb 1954 C o o
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