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INTRODUCTION

This report is the fourth and last of & series deallng vith Hitler.
The previous reports in the serles were:

Eitler as Seen by His Doctors 0I-CIR/2, USF&T MISC,
- dated 15 October 19”5

Hitler as Seen by His Boctors . 0I-CIR/L4, USFET MISC,
¢ated 29 November 1935

‘Hitler's Teeth 0I-FIX/31, USFET iISC
dated 5 February 1946

These reports were published in order to provide medical data for the
identificetion of Hitler or his remains, material for discrediting various
Hitlerian myths, information for exposinb any future imposters, and re-
seerch material for anyone intorested in Hitler.

The »resent report enceavors to supplement the previous ohes by
furnishing data concerning Hitler's personelity. Tho informetion has
been obtained fron neople vho, for longer or shorter neriods, were in
close contact with Eitler during his tenure of power. Unfortunately,
it wes not possidble to secure an informant on the early phascs of Hit-
ler's 1ife; but such information would be of interest principally for
a neuronmsychiatric history.

Obviously the accounts are all subjective impressioms, and thus cen-
not be considered as the Cefinite truth sbout the nature of the man Hit-
‘ler, The sources, however, are from the group most closely comnected
vith Eitler, which qualifies them to describe him. After reading all
the accounts, the readoer will have welghed one sgainst the other and
Cetermined the salient characteristice of Hitler.

In & report of this type, a schemetic organization would serve only
to break wp the individual accounts, and in order to preserve the original
soirit, they have been left intact; even though many similar points are
clscusseé it is felt that they convey the truest impression when left
in the context of the sarticular author's other remarks,

SOURCES

Blaschke, Dr Hugo J Hitler's personal dentist from the beginning
of 193U until 20 4pril 1946. SS Brigade-
fuehrer.

Breandt, Dr Karl Reich Commissioner of Health., He accompanied
Hitler to Venice in 1934, and remained on his
personal meficel staff from that time until
October 194k,

Brueckner, "ilhelm F Hitler's personal aljutent from 1930 to 1940,
when he was dismissed as the result of @ minor
quarrel. Subsequently, he joinec the army
and attained the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Zberstein, XKarl von H3SPf Sued, *ehrkreis VII, Munich, from 1938
to 19Ls5, Frequently he was responsible for
Eitler's mersonal safety.

Giesingz, Erwin Oberstabsarzt in char-e of ZINT clinle in the

military hospital at Loetzen, Zast Prussia.
On 22 July 194U, he was called by Brendt to
examine Hitler's injuries from the 20 July
- explosion. He treated Hitler's ears, nose,
and throat from July to October 194k,
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53436
Hasselbach, Dr Hans RE&I‘R!?I‘ZE chief surgeon in Army Field

Karl von Hospital 2/562. He was one of Hitler's ac-
companying physicians from 1934 until 9
Cctober 194k,

Zeusinger Chief of Operetions Division, General Staff
" 1943 ¢~ 19hL,

Li-»ort, Ir Julius . Doctor of Political Science, journalist from
- 1920 to 1933. Oberbusrzormeister of 3erlin
from 1937 to 1940. Served in the army from
then until 1943, when he was ap-ointed Krelis-
kxommentant in Southern Belgium. In 19Uk, he
was in cherge of artillery defenses at Brati-
slave and Budepest. :

Riccke, Fans-Joachim Head of the Food and Asriculture Division of
" the Minigtry of Occupied Eastorn Territories;
later Reich Undersecretery of Food eand Agri-

culture. SA Gruppenfuehrer,

Sehmidt, Tr Paul 0O - Official interpreter of the German Foreign
Office from 1923 to 1945, Hitler's inter-
preter during interviews vith foreigzn states—
men,

Schwerin, Gerharl von Professional soldier since 1915. During "orld
“ar II, Comnendin. General of 16th Inf Div
(mtz), 16th Pz Gr Div, 116th Pz Div, end LITVI

Pz Corms.,
Schwerin von Kroéigk, Reich Minister of Finence from 1932 to 1945,
Lutz Forei:n Secretary of the Doenitz Government,
Hay 1945.

RIPORT

l. 3laschke: Personal Treits

ot once in all the years I kmew Hitler, did I notice any indication
in his behavior towards iva 3raun that he loved her, or was even infatuated
with her. He always Cishlayed the conduct of a father towards his ~— possibly
a little bit spoiled —- Cauvchter, or of an uncle towards his favorite niece,
never taking her guite seriously, but Always treating her with consideration.
There was never even an inling of tenderness indicatin; a relationship other
than that between friends. And the same may be said of 3va Braun. She too
never cdemonstrated that she loved Eitler -~ end a woman is capable of hiding
everything but her love for a men.

Hitler disliked others to lead or to Cominate the conversation in his
»resence, This did not occur frequently, end & renerally cheerful conver-
sation at his dinner table wes a rarity, and never of long duration. One
evening, Ribbentron was in perticularly hich spirits and +es telling many
witty stories, when Fitler interrunted him twice rather brusguely and
started talkinc on other suvbjects.

Once Eitler hacd formed an opinion on & subject, it was almost immossible
to make him chan*e it; anc he hed his own, firm opinion about almost every-
thin,; in life. “Then I treated Eitler for the first time, his lower incisors
were very loose. Through the trestment and his conscientious following of
my instructions recarding ceily ceare of the teeth, the gingivitis healed,
and the teeth became fit for use acein. “hen, after two or three years, I
remarked to Fitler that the stcadiness of the teeth was a conseguence of
the ri:ht way of brushin: and massa’ing, he doubted this explanation. He
said that it wes the result of the cure which korell ‘had. avalled, the
:vteflor cure, in which bacterie coli are svallowed in zeletine eansules
vhich are susnosed to diséolve in the colon. These bacteria coli are then
supnosed to form colonies in the colon to supplant the harmful bacteria.
Hitler's manner of utterin: anc defending this was such a8 to make one
feel that there was no sense in continuin:; the discussion,
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It always struck me that there existed a certain spiritual distance
botween Hitler and hie oldest comredes; there wes no intimacy between him
and them., Actually, they were always inwardly Wstanling at attention"
before him. It was not that Fitler had forced this Cistance throuch his
attitude or behavior — it wes just there. He wvas at all time friendly
and consiferate with the men of his entourace, but they were resdy at
every moment to heed and exccute his hints and desires,

3B/36

wost of the time at the table, Hitler wes the only speaker, and it
was natural .that the .uests listened attentively. Those, however, vho
were around him all the time Aic not display much interest in his dis-
courses. At first, I felt strangely about this fact, but later on I
overcame this feeling when I noticed the irevitable rejetition of topics.
Ireguently, one knew at the beginnin: of a discourse vhat turn 1t vas
goiﬂg ts take, Hitler becare more taclturn during the last yeers, end
then ons had the feellrn: that he took nart in the conversation super-
fiecially, hls thouchts bein; elsevhere.

“hen someone felt that something wes wronz with Hitler's Cicta, he was
kent from cortredicting Ritler by the latter’s conclusive nanner of speaking,
and oreferred to remain silent and think that Fitler might be right afterreall.

artin Bormann once remarked that some day National Socialism would
talke the place of Christianity. Hitler turned very sharyly against this
view, declarinz that Kational Socialism must never take the rizid form of
a Cogma, but that, on the contrary, it must always alept itself to every
stz.e of social evolution. A hundred yesrs from the present one, the
evolution in technicsl fields, for instance, mizht very well chen<e the
current nioCus vivendi wrofoundly.

Once, when the conversation turned to Xarinhall (Goerin.'s luxurious
estate), Hitler said, "y 3erzhof, of course, cennot comyare with it.
~Bybe it could serve as it®s arderner's house", Another timeg when his
smwecial trein ves being admired, he said, "It's 211 right, dbut you ought
to see Goerin-'s special trein', '

2, Zrentt: Ie-ort on Eitler

Adolf Zitler was a very cleen and well-gToomed n22n, “e insisted that
his linen an¢ clothes be kept smotless, his boots shined, and his hands
clean, “henever he hac touched his dog, he would wash his hands immediately.
He avoiced everything dirty, and after every meal he brushed his teeth.
In his rooms 211 vas neat and orderly, except for his desk, vhich was
cluttered with files ancd pepers. This particular disorder, however, did
not seem to Aisturd or confuse hin.

His health, as well as his outward eppearance, received his careful
attention. TFor about twenty years he suffered from an ailment of the
digzestive fract and acted like & man with a _astric ulcer. The care of
his digestion preoccuried hia a great deal and -rovided the tonic of
many long conversations. The existence of an actual organic disease
could never be confirmed, as Hitler refused to have his Cigestive tract
“~rayel or his gzastric juices exanined., ‘hether his refusal was nrompted
by a fear that an actuvel discase would be found, I cannot say. In the
course of years, medicines in a tremendous variety were tried, mraised,
ent rejected. “henever Hitler believed that a medicins had hel»ed hin,
he would take it regularly for deys, weeks, months, or even yeers, re-
sariless of whether his doctors considered it necessary. If, while on
& trip, he discovered that his medicine had been left behind, he made &
creat scene, even though he had suffered no detrimental effects from its
omission, He consumed larse quantities of stimulants and wvitemins, and,
in this way, he may have comsensated for his lrck of sleenm -- he slept
only a few hours each nicht. Zis desire for drugs and medicines was
strong,and he used them not only on special occasions,dut regularly for
lon: »eriods of time. (¥Fe &id not use norphine or cocaine.) Eis de-
pencence on drugs led to a devendence on and an attachment to the man
vho acdministered them, liorell. This man could ask Hitler for anything,
and not only were nractically all of his wishes anwroved, but the whole
State machinery was set in motion to fulfill them. lLezal exceotions
were n2de for lorell which would not have been made for anyone else.
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Fitler characterized his hebits as conservative ones. He maintained
2 cortein wersistency ir his hebits, holding to a daily working routine
as well as to a daily routine of relaxetion, In taking his dog for a
valk, he went through the same field each time and each time threy a
sicce of wood froa the same snHot in the same direction. All other
. matters were handled with in as routine a fashion. In the Berghof, in
3erlin, and at his field headguarters everything was done with an un-
equalled regularity end repetition. Iven in extraoréinary occasions
when he had to make decisions of far-reaching imortence, he vas de-
sendent on certain superficialities. At such times he would, if poesidle,
‘retire to the Berghof. The great spaces end extensive views there scemed
to bo importent in helping him to act. Ee would say: "In these sur-
roundings I am able to collect wy thouchts end fiand clarity for my
decisions.”

By means of his outstanding wemory, Hitler acquired a vast knowledge
of aevery field of human activity. He reed much and had developed the
ability of skimminz throuzh books, absorbing the imortent feetures of
their contents. His nemory took in facts as facts, wvhether they con-
cerned events, Heople, numbers, or abstreot conceptions, Xnovlecgse of
ancient as woll as modern tiaes, of distent as well &s near nlaces vas
included in his store. Any fact thet Hitler had once leerned he could
recall without the use of superficial eids. In ten yoars I wes not able
to catch him in & sinsle factual error. The suport this huge collection
of facts gave to Hitler's oxccllent dialectics enabled him to win almost
all dcbates. He was so surc of himself, in this recsmect, that he ordered
that all official discussions be taken down by stenosrashers in order
that he might later -Hrove that he had been correct,

Eitler's knowled:c of medicine wes not wide enouch to enable him
to dofend his owinions as an oxpert, althoush he, like neny laymen, en-
Joyed discussinsg wroblems of biology and therapoutics. “hen, in the
courge of redesigning the city of Berlln, plans wora nado to reshave
the medieal university and the clinics, Hitler often diiressed from his
interest in the dlueprints of the buildings in order to talk about various
medical matters. He asked to be accuretely inforaed on X-ray research,.
or the devoldoment of surery in the last decades, and on the nroblen of
hycrotherany end internsl medication. His viewpoint was besically that
of the academically trained mecdicel nan, and he rejected all guackery
on general principles. Neverthelese, despite his gcnoral p»rinciples,
he hinself was sore times found on these by-tracks of medicine, seriously
entertaining the assertions of a quack.

Hitler took & _reat interest in architecture. Iiost of his plans for
redosigning Berlin, Munich, Linz, and other cities date back to the years
1925 and 1926, EHitler himself rougzhly skotched many of the proposed
new dbuildings, giving particular attention to those of 3erlin. The idea
of the Reichsautobahnen and & modern railwey net originated in the same
period. Hitler once remarked, "Since I want to be an architect and en
artist, I must take a detour and busy mvself with -Holitics in order to
exccute my olans. For no king or legisleture would grant me the funds
ny »lans demand",

Despite his obvious show of superiority, Eitler suffercd from &
feeling of inferiority in some weys. This was evidcnt whon it came to
things that could not be lcarned from books — social manners, for instance.
Hitler had acquired the correct social menners in his youth, 2néd he knew
quite well how much emberassment and damegze & social error could ceusc.
Therefore, he took sreat care to exhibit & social edroitness; his correct-
ness wes painstaking. He hinself always suverwised and chocked all pre~
narations for social gatherings, and frequently, when the party ceme to
& close, he would remark contentedly how well he had porformed on the
ballroom floor. An exsmple of his social hypersensitivity was his sudden
derarture from o banquet civen at the Nanles castlc after an argument
about formel dress had beon started by the company, Hitler thouzht that
the Ying and his entouracse had deliberately tried to embarass him.

Usually, when Hitler was in a comeany where he fearséd that social manners
wore closely watched, he tried to force. pis heste or cests to felluy
his lead irn conversation snd to imprese them with his tromendous knowled

-5«

RESTRICTED

=06



RESTRECEEU 0I-SR/36

Mho comoositicn of Fitler's entoura.e indicates the social and in-
tellectval level at which Eitler felt most at case, In the company of
his adjutants and secretarics he resularly passed the hours of the late
evening, and frequently the hours of the early morning es well, These
nightly gsatherings afforded him a certain relaxation, for in this circle
he could eir some of the thoughts that oporesced him,

In other small inforzal circles —-— eswmecially those which included
ckildren or elderly ncodle —— where he felt himself unobserved, Hitler
won the effection of‘ﬂany neonle by his kindness, his cordiality, and
his cepability for edentin, himself to people and sitvations, He hed an
vnderstanding for thc little nleasures of life, particinated in them,
and gave the impression of being a free, genial hunan being. VWith women,
HEitler éisplayed a &efinitely Viennese charr. He liked their company anc
souzht, often without the required tact, beautiful and interesting ones;
or. these occasions he was almost coquettish. There seoims to be no reason
to question that such behavior was genuine and naturel with him, or that
he truly enioyed being surrounded by beeutiful wonmen.

The rclationshin betwen AColf Hitler and lve Braun,vhom he had knovm
for more then fifteen years, vas one of frankness and sincerity. 3ive
Braun ves & pretty, sraceful, and well-built woman, intelligent and not
vithout strength of charecter. She ves an cle.antly dressel snortswoman,
a good swimmer, enc an excellent and courageous skicr. Ler character
was stern rather than »Hlisble and feminine. Throush her owvm embition
and avplicetion, she sroatly cnlarged her knowledse during the years of
her 1life with Hitlor, and, froa an aversgce middle~cless zirl, develomed
into a lady of style., Iva Braun tried to do everything in her nowver
to be to Hitler vhet he necded, even thoush this attcant naturally in-
volved sacrifices -- souetines srest secrifices. That Hitler did n-t
marry her earlier vas dvo to his conviction thet a marriago would camse
hia to lose many of his femalc followers. FKis occasional remark, "The
zreater the man, the smallor the woman", &id not awly to Jwa Breun,

Hitler's intolerance of 11 oninions thet differed from his ovn
bocatc more and more intense. Formerly, he hed mainteinced certain
opinions becausc thoy werc richt; later, certein o»inions were richt
because he maintained them. Since 1933, he had veco:e tho sole —an
vith power enoush to malte importent decisions. His innovations con-
tinually gaired amsrcciation; and many of the f.w opponents he had, he
porsvaded to becoro his followers —- often these converts were the most
fanatical of his supporters, Undeniable successcs, achieved by followirg
the nlans and precesrts of Adolf Hitler, furnished convincing evidencs
that he had been rizht. Firmly persuaded that he hed been, and still
was i:iveriably richt, Hitler ivrould not, when a failure occurred, admit
any feult of his cwm, dbut always would blame the man vhom he had dele—
zated to the mission., As the failures increased durin, the last few
years, this attitude led to & certain distrust of almost everyone.

Hitler beceme a lonely man. He &id nct, hovrever, suffer from a
persecution mania, thouch he a2lweys considered the -Hossivility of en
assassination. In his loneliness he showeld extrava-ant apsreciation
for any little favors rencerec. him., vhen, for iustance, one of his
simyle meals had been -»redared exceptionally well, or vhen the cook
baked some Viennese specialty, ~he would »ersonally thank vhoever wes
resoonsidble and would telk sbout the incident for deys. .

The isolation and the irncreased self-consciousness of Hitler may
have had somethin: to co with the tremor of his left arm that appeered
in 1943. This iufiraity dre tc his owm person the attention of vmeonle
vho ceme to him with sorrowful stories ebout themselves. It nroved to
others that he, Adolf Hitler, was human too, and that he too hal to
bear his shere of humen misery. I presure that this tremor was of &
ourely osychogenic nature and not the symntom of an organic ailment;
blosd tests indicated no -hvsicel illness.
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The »sychnzenic character of the tremor is further indicated by
the fact that the tremor Gisamreared completely after the ettemt on
Yitler's 1ife on 20 July 194l and did not reemmear for wecks. :

In conclusion, I should llka t~> mention that Eitler had an un-
swerving faith in Providence, He believed to the ond that heln would
come from some side, and it is certain that he took Roosevelt's death
as a sign that his belief was well-fourded,

3. Brueckner: kisccllancous- Remarks

There is no possibility of doubles having been substituted for
Hitler, either for pudlic eayrearence or in privato. The »ossibility
is exclucded becausc of Hitler's characteristic feeling of contempt
for such meesures. :

The renort thet Hitler fell on the floor in »paroxysas of ra_e ernd
chewed rugs is utterly unfounded.

Roehm was arrested by Eitler nersonally cerly in the :morning of 30
July 1934 in the bedroon of a hotel in “iessce, Bavarie; Eitloer wes ac-
coiranicd by ne, smeng others. Rochm was not in bed with anyone.
Hitler spoke to him curtly, uttering only a sentence or two to the
cffect that he hed received reports on Rocha's treason and thet Roehm
vas under arrest. Yitloxr ves somewhat tcrse, but not visidbly excited,
and definitely ¢id not shoot KRoehm or any other nerson involved in the
effair. -

Eitler ves a vegetarian -)rimarily on ethical grounds, elthough he
2l1so believed thet thc huren body wes desicned oxclusively for a
vogotable diet, FHitler often s»oke of the =metter, and was fend of com-
marinz the bessts of -rey, such a&s ticers end lions, with the vegetarians
arzong the snimals, like elepheants and buffalo. He mainteined thet, al~
thouzh the formor were canable of tremencous efforts for short weriods
of intense activity, the latter class not only deofended thomselves with
uniform suvccess vhen attacked, but were cameble of lonier sustained and
more constructive activity.

Hitler took no active mert in soorts, with the exception of walking.
He vas, on the other hand, intercsted in nromoting sports among the people,
anf ofton attended sport meoctings. To the sursrise of his entoureie, he
attended every event of the Olymic Gemes in 1936, being especially -
enthusiastic about the fency s:zating (Sonje renie). He did not, however,
attend the riding events. On severel occasions he forb-te meabers of
his entoura e to enza.c in thoe more dangerous sports, such as skiings
and ricing, VPecause of the nossibility of losin. their services, I,
however, was always able to set permission to continue nmy ridiny end
assume that the others were toc. kunting and fishing were of no interest
to Eitler. In fact, he shoved sone indisnation for thosc vho enjoyed
shooting defenseless animels from woints of safety and called it snort.
Yoachers were .the cnly Wind of huntvers Hitler recospized, sinee they
were the only enes vho steked their lives wheu hunting.

Hitler never told jokes as such, but occasionally durin,; the course
of a é&iscussion he would ;ive a hunorous twist to his manner of ex>ression
that would set his sudience to leuching., He never nade it his business
to tell funny stories to amuse others, tut he would often laush heartily
at others' sallies or at jokes and humorous situations or the steze end
screen: His nreference seems to have been for hwior as opnosed to wit.
Ee had a definite dislike for dirty jokxes. This +=s wel]l known to members
of his entoura;e, who took it wpon themselves to warn newcomers not to tell
any. Hitler's sense of humor was simmle and natural, but there always hal
to be some woint to the joke, Xe ¢id not enjoy r1€1cullnk neople or

causing discomfiture to others. He li%ed the humorous stories of Ludwig
Thoma.,
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ilthou h very foré of the society of handsome women, Hitler never
referred ir any way to any amstorv exwerience, cither current or in the
nast. Fe hell women in such high esteen and almiration that he refrained
fron 11 remarzs, oven a hint, that micht roflect upon thelr reputation.
Titler seems to heve been almost -Hrudish with women, somevhat inhibited,
end thouzh he wes fond of them, left it to the womsn to meke advancee.

Zitler mnlayed no social or iréividvel .emes for amusement or enter—
teinment., Cerds, chess, etc. simmly &id not exist for him. ‘

L, Tberstein: ' omen Arnund Eitler

About 192€, the future wife of Prof Schultze of the Bevarien Ministry
of the Interior, i rs Adfa Schultze, nlayed a -»art in Eitler's circle.
She was at that tize a secrotery with the Party alwinistration, and about
twerty veers old. It is said thet she wes constantly running after Eitler,
which indicates that the reletionshin wes quite intimete. After she left
her position, it bece~e less so, althouxh the intizete "Du", en excestlon
with -~itler, was still used betwecn them. She is one of the few peonle
vho dared to drew sttention to Bormenn's dan.crous character; in e lon-
letter, written to =itler in 1943, she -called Bormenn "Sermeny's grave-
di.,cer”, It is knnwiz for certein that EHitler received this letter, dut
he Haid ro heed to it end called iirs Schultze a sick vorson, which she
was not. Shortly afterwards,ujon the insti.atlon ~f Sormann, her husband
+vag relieved without reason of his nosition as leacder of the college
teachers of Germany and fell into dis.race.

Irom 1926 to 1927, the desu-hter of the well-known »iano meker 3ech-
stein wes in Eitler's circle. At thet time, there ves frequent telk of
e aarrie.e between her end -itler,

From 1929 tn 1931, a student of music, Ancelika Reubel, lived in
Fitler's emertmert. She was the Aeushter of his stensister, the widow
Eaubal, who later merried Prof Femuitgeh of Dresden. Anzelika Raubel,
cellel Gell, wes very close to titler. FLer -icture, which he wershined
as an idol, was always in the bedroo~ of his evertwent in hunich. 8he
was etuceted in lunich at Fitler's expense. At the ti-e, her mother was
living in Yellein, and later moved to the Iferchof at 3erchtesqseden. Geli
was nretty, slender, end brunsette; she alvmays dressed well, In 1931,
when she wes atout twentv-five yeers o0ld, she hal en effair »ith Meurice,
Hitler's driver, end after e heeted ar.ument over the matter with -itler,
she shnt herself in his anartiwent. The incicent ceused a .o0od deal of
comment, end Pitler wanted to resin as leader of the Party. She wes
buricd in Vienna, end Hitler, in soHite of the current trevel =rohibitions
end concnmmitant risk to himeelf,made & sveciel trin there to »lsce a
wreath on her «rsve. It wes ererslly sccentel that “itler had enter-
tained a Geeo 1lnve for 5eli, end thet she hr& nnt returned it.

In the same year, 1631, “va :raun, the dauzhter of a I‘unich official,
apneared in “itler's inner circle. She was then shout eichteern yeers of
a.e, end an assistent to the officiel Party nhotogra . her, “einrich Foffmen.
The latter, later a "orofeossor"™, vas one of the -ost Cisasrceeble veovle
in Hitler's circle, but one of his ¢losest friends. In 1931 in "eimar,
vhere I had been sent by zitler, I met iLive Sraun, her sister Grete, and
LRoffnern's dauchter, later Frau von Schirech. .ive vas pretty, slender,
ai.d blornde, dbut her 1ertel capecity didn't epvear very .reet to me.

Leter she develnped into a doll, and had no occupation other than dancing
ard Greseinz. She attrected attention -enerally throuw. h her hystericel
behavior. She owned a country house ir 3o.erhausen, but becevse her
nei-hbors arnoyed her, -itler bousht her enother house, “herever she
lived, SD officiels were constantly patrollir: the house end environs to
-uwarentee her security., After every eir raid on iunich, Fitler cselled
her in »erson to see if sho were sefe. Although he repertedly requested
her to move to the Ber hof Curing the war, she refused to .o because she
found it borins in Serchtesgaden without him. During the lest mornths
befare the end ~f the wer, she manezed t6 reoven the Prinzrcgenter. Thester
in iunich so that she mizht be enterteined. The nrder wves civen by the
scrvile Geuleiter Giesler, and estounded not only tho sctors, but alsn the

RESTR!‘(“' YED



Re TRICTED on-sa;

general public in the badly hit town., She left iunich in February or
March 1945 end never returned, Her sister Grete spent a lot of time et
the Ber.hof, especilally after her narrisge to the notorious Fegelein,
close friend of Bormarn snd Himmler's representative at Hitler's head-
quarters. The wedding ceuscd sreat adverse criticism becsuse of the n»ro-
tracted celebrations, the 1arhe number of suests, the colossal consumtion
“of luxurious foods, and the donation of a ler.e dovry, all teking vplace

iz the fifth year of the war. ZFor the first tine in a larce circle, Hitler
and Tve emmesred arm in arm at the wedding, One cannot say with certainty
that the }elationship between them wes intimete, but irn my opinion, Hitler
was Cefinitely demondent umon her.

Durinz the Reich Theater “eek in 1934, Eitler was steyinz at the
2ellevue Fntel ir Dresden. There I =met Baroness von Laffert at a suprer
for six meonle. In Berlin she was seen frequently in TFrau Dirksen's
house. She was extremely pretty, with dark dlonde hair. The only other
womarn oresent at the supper was kizzla Goebbels, accompenied by hex;husband,
I wvas invited, to mr amazeient, because ] vas char ed with Hitler's se-
curity during,his stay in Dreseen.v Durirz the suppor, Hitler treated the
Baroness with gsreat distinction, end talked to her alimost exclusively.
His conduct struck ne. Iater, the Baroness wes always amon. the cuests
of honor at the annuel Perty cetherings in Nurembor., end wes always
treated with -reet consideretion by Hitler's staff. Aftcrwards she dis-
aomeared suddenly from Hitler's circle; it was rumcred that she haéd con-
nections with enemy intelli.ence.

Around 1938, Freuw raricn Schoercrsann, wife of the runich contractor,
care into Hitler's circle, She was then &bout thirty-five years »1l4,
slender, bdlonde, with dark eyes and a lively disvosition; she was of
Auvstrian extrection. Hitler liked to chat vilth her, attracted dy her
Austrien dialee¢t. TFroguently she was Hitler's .uest in his Funich spart-
ment, at the Berushnf, at the house of ilinister Yagner, and in the cuest
house of the Baverian Government. She vas :reatly feared beceuse she
sald whatever came to mind., Ive Braun, however, dislikel her intensely,
and eventually succeeded in having Frau Schoenermnn rele.ated to a reer
vosition. o

Throush his ~reat love for the music of *'a.ner, Hitler, even before
1933, ceme in contact with “inifred “‘asner and becane a freguent cuest
in Bayreuth, His friencshin +ith her wae besed solely on their common
musical irterest., I consider rumors to the contrary unworthy of belief
because Frsu "asner wes a very metronly woman. She had, however, zrest
influence over Hitler, an® weny meonle used her as an intermediary when
seckinz fevors ~f EHitler.

Another friendshin based on common artistic interest was that with
Gerdi Troost, widow of the lunich architect. She vas an interinr de-
corator, and received fro» Fitler the title of -rofessor., In 1943, he
alsn zave her the .jolden Party inei.ne, an act zreatly disliked dby the
le.ditimate wearers, esmecially as her ooliticel views did not warrant it,
She had a nrosaic, unattrective, end unwomanly am-esrence. She in-
fluenced Hitler .recatly in artistic matters, and even if he had only a
short time in iunich, he would spend two or three hours in her studio.
Their relationshis was orobably »nurely sairitual,

It should be ad'ed that, according to well-informed nolice sources,
Hitler maintained relations of e quite intimate nature in 1920 snd 1921
with two .irls. They were ielly Absl and Jenny Hau.: of Munich. The
latter was the sister-in-law of Qskar Koerrer, who wes killed on 9
November 1923 in front of the Feldherrnhallu in Munich.

Althoush Hitler was basicallv inhivited with woren, in social inter-
course he had the easy -anner tyvicel of the Austrians, "ith women he
liked he wes charming, nolite, and considerate, and woven of &ll welks
of 1ife fell under his extraordinary -ower of sug.estion, 3ut for enything
beyond intellectual exchenze, the women had to teke the initietive, 'ith
the cxcention of the two zirls in 1920 end 1921, it can be seid that only
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the relationshivy with Zva Braun hac a sexual consummation. FHitler weve
the imression of e tinmid —an vho could not bocone ective himself. This
:ay have been the reesorn for his frequeant and sudden unfouncel extitement.

*7ith few excentions, there were no resl lalies in Hitler's circle.
Tor a certein werinsl of time, lia:fa Goebbels, who was & laly, received
Yitler in her house, It wae hosed thet this enviromment wruld have o
benaficial effect, but becsvuse of the usual intri.ues nothin: came of
it., Throuch wenr: like Foffnmann and Gauleiter "a.ner, only a low cless
nf womer was brousht irnte Zitler's circle., Ee had the “wnich Kuenstler-
haus renovated in 1937 et his owvn exocnse for the benefit of the artists.
On his occasinnal visits. there, he was confrorted with ballet cdencers,

movie cxtres, and student actresces, brouzht there on the last-minute
sréers of "asner, They were suvoosel to reoresent artists' zatherings,
and Hitler d1d nnt see the farce behind it because he never an-roached
the women, Fe had nn idea what went on efter hisdemarture, either at

the Kuenstlerhaus - or in the houses of Bormenn end "Je.mer and in the
Prinz Xarl Pelacc, I newver too!z mert in these festivities, but wes well
infor=ned on then by =mv SD »ersonnel. The seneral Hublic also kmev vhat
went on because the -narticinsating women were nrone to speak of thelr
exyerierces with the influentisl Party wmembers: Serious artists end
ladies would heve no wart in these activities, even at the earlier stages
in the Kuenstlerhaus when Hitler was there, The wivos of Eitler's oldest
anl best comrades remained nlein and simwle; for this roason, they were
criticized by his entouragc, ant. later by Kitler himself, and eventually
were ostrecized frem the groun.

\

He Giesing: Rgﬁort orn Hitler

a., Preliminery Descrintion

I knew Afclf Hitler from 22 July 194l to 7 Octover 154U, the weriod
in which I madc examinations of his cers, his left mexillery cevity, and
his larynx to Ceterrine if he had sustailed seriovs injury when he ves
catasulted from his Bunker curing the attemptoed assassination on 20 July.
I also made two -hwsical and reurolosical exeaminetions of hia, one on 26
. Avcust 19UL end the other or 3 October 19U4, Durin: this tine I hed
aprroximately fifty-five telks with Eitler on diverse topics. e ret
only ornce later, aceidentally, ir mid~February 19U45. I shall try to
»resent a short characterizetion of his »hysicel constitution, his per-
sorality, his ~ental canabilities, and his willpower as I observed them
durin. =y frequernt, but short visits to his Bunkér., I am awvare of the
incormleteress of : Y characterizatlon. for I e~ neither e tresined -Hsychiatrist
or reurolozist nor en exyert on rmilitery or nolitical matters.

N My first imression of Hitler was not of a wowerful and feered
wan with a fascinatine, hy»notic wersonalitvy. He secwed to me, from my
first observence, an azed, slmost exhausted man who hac to use swarin.ly
the remeinder of his streasth. 1 A@id not find his éyes soul-venetratin-
nor his raturc tyrannical, as they had been Aescrided to me by the wress,
the redio, anéd by the sccounts of other men. FEowever, I do nnt hesitate
to acmit thet I had a strense, ureassy feelin: when, on 22 July 19MU
Brandt suddenl ordered me to trest Eitler's ears. This feelir- became
intense durinz the time that I hed to wait in a simall roo: of Hitler's
Bunker for the ammearance of this "tremendous, nmystical susermen”. That
is how his chief adjutant, Gen Schmundt, had described him to me. I
woulC have nreferred that =y first encounter with Hitler hel taken nlace
in a lar e room so that Eitler would have had to walk a few steps tovards
1e and I could have hac a chance to observe him -- even though only for
a few ninutes -- before bein. introduced. Nevertheless, ir the circwr-
stenccs as they were, I was the doctor and he only the patient. 4
realization of this relation, nerhaps, prevented we fron havines a fore~
~ene fecling of inferiscrity and insignificance as I facod the head of the
stetc. In addition, the confiderce shown me by Hitler, after he had
looked et me silently for e short while, faciliteted the bridzins of the
<an in ranlk and imoortance. ‘
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Hitler's nhysique is quickly described¢. In his normel stospins
nosture he vas cxactly as tall as I (5' 8&"). Somatically, he wes a
1izht rmsculer tywe; the uscloes of the le.s, arms, and avComen were
meéium—stron;, desmitc the conlete lack of exercise. (¥» hypertrenhy
of the ruscles of the richt arm end shrulder existed, althouch the phy-
sicel endurence of thesc miscles —- probably acquired throush freguent
exercise ené strengthenod by willjewer -—— was astonishin.:, At Perty
cclebrations and -arades, he keot his ri ht arm stretched out for many
hours with only & fow short interruntions,) Hitler's lax beerins, his
slichtly hnllow chest, enc his superficial breathin.: were Hartly attribut-
atle to a state of -hvsicel anc —cntal exhaustion., Tat was normel, mer-
havs slizhtly ~ver-develoned orn the abloen. Boly hair, in contrast to
the stron: beard, was scanty. In artificial 1isht, the color of the skin
on his boly ves strikin:ly -Hale and white. Axillary anc -uvbic hair vere
noraal. Althoush outsicers have »resuned that Eitler's moustache con-
cealcl a harelin, no such nhysical deformity existed. The .cenitels too
were outwerdly normel. On the beck of both thighs, 1i:ht networks of
sunerficisl vescels were visible throuch the skin,

The thorou:h cxeminations vhieh followed the 20 July effair re-
vealef no dame.ce done to the crenium; the ri.ht ear drun vas ruptured |
ard the semi-circuler crnals anl cochlea were injured, dbut no other
marts of the internal or ens were dsuaced; there were intestirel soasus
with s»astic constisation; the fremor of the left hand which wes anvparent
fro: February until July vas »nrobebly psychosgenic; the sterped-up reflex
resshonsc was nrobvably & symartom of strychnine intoxication; Eitler was
near to mentel ané -shysical exheustion, perhens in consequence of the
vithdrawal of strychnine ancd atropine administrations, (Giesing's full
metical report on Hitler is conteined in the two previous »nudblications
of this series which ere refcrred to in the introcuction.)

Constitutionell, Eitler was san.uine, with wronsunced choleric
treits, Eis sclf-control, however, wvas considerable; violent outbursts
cf rage sellom occurred, even vhen hit temier was aroused, I have nnt
seen Hitler in any such outbursts, and Schaub and Lin.e tolc me that
hystorical fits, in vhich Eitler threw himeelf on tho floor end chewved
ru.s, ¢id not occur*. FHitler restraired himself a ;reat Ceal, parti-
cularly in the presence of strengers, and thus cave the im)ression of
being a well-balanced mersonality. ‘

b. Medicel Obasrvations

(1) Hitler's Use of Medicines end Drucs

Hitler was addicted tn all sorts of wodicines. Selatives,
tablets, and injections were used tn 2id his dicestion, to increase the
becteria in his intestines, 2rn? t~» .ive him stren:th in ceneral. From
the regular use of enti-zes »ills which contained strychnine and atronirne,

* Giesinat "Professor Xarl Esushofer, the geonplitician, told me the
followin. on 31 Ausust 19U5: 'Eefore the war, Zudnalf Hess confided to
e that Fitler had been sufferins from fits for scme tine. Durin: these
fits, Eitler nersnired frecly,end in several of then he tit his ton:ue
ané¢ 1ost his sclf-control'Y, '

Giesing: "General von aAxthelir told +e thet he had once 1et a Stebsarzt
or Oberstabsarzt who hal some information corcernin - Eitlor's fits. This
man (whose name &xthelm was unsble to recall) said that e doctor he knew
had been called one night to essist an unconscious patient. Vhen this
Goctor arrived at the scone, he discovered that the »atient was Hitler,
who was lving unconscious on the curb beside a car. Hitler's corranions
told the doctor that the fit was over. The doctor himself d¢id not witness
the fit", :

/

None of the sources of this report -resent eny Cirect cvidence that
Eitler had fits, nor Co the doctors' reports in the previous resorts of
this series incCicate that Eitler wes subject to fits.
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ant from the coceaine administered durin. the treatumont of the Nebenhoehlen
(sarts of the stomach), he derived a narticularly plessant feeling. It
was worell* who initiated the formerly healthy Eitler into the constert
ané absurd use of injections, and made Eitler deosendent upon him to a
certain desree by avmealing to Eitler's ncuronathic tendencies; by con-
vincins Eitler that in hlS oxccpdinaly strenuous vwork he consumed encriy
et a rate 2bove nornal -~ like »endle in the tromics —— orell »e ersuadel.
him to submit tn an immeliste administration of all kincds of medicinus
(indine, vitamins, calcium, heart extract, liver extract, hormonos**,
etc.). Fitler ﬁid not teko very kindly my remert that he was "pr?bably
the only head of a state who tenk 120 to 150 teblets a weck and, in
addition, rcceived 8 to 10 weokly injectinns".

The cnntinunue stimvletirn ~f the anti-zas Hills that were usec
frequently during the seriod from Sohrinz 1942 until Autusm 19UY4 Hroduced
a toxication of wedium stron: :th which in Sentember 1944 vas menifested
by jaundice and dema ¢ %o the liver. Fitler admittel the nossibility of
such toxication by atiemiting to minimize the danger of any further
Canage to his health, Durin: one of my visits he sail t- me, "Doctor,
something just occurred to ~e., This strychnine business can't be ton
vad after all; my eountry:en in Stvria eat it ton and fool fine efter
eatin.; it. They forn a habit, stertin: from eerly youth, end after
they have been taking it in increasin: amounts for & vhile, they ere
able to stanc quite a larze Cose. I've been told that the amount they
tako wcul? kill ¢ werscn whe isn't used tc it." I told Hitler thet these
meosle in Styrie did nct eat strycknine, dbut arsenic, and that they were
called arcenic-eaters, Iitler seic, "I alweys thou.ht that they ats
strychnine to stay alive, but I .uess you eare richt. I aa surprised that
you know all these things. If you hadn't told me otherwise, I would
have oelievel that they eat strychrnine<d® I t0ld Hitler thet this wes
not particularly exsert kmowlecie; that it wvas part of the .eneral Znow-
lec.e of every doctor. Eitler ther seid, "'ell, my dear Doctor, you ere
well versed in everythin.. I am really very sratcful to 'vou for what
you have alrealy done for ae,n

Eitler exhibited a constant euwshoria which dhecene egshecially re-
markable in the elation he showed vhen uaking deC1slons after nolitical
or military failures., This exeltation coul@ very well be the effect of
the strychnine and atropine cn a vsychonethic constitution., A related
effect was Hitler's hymersensitivity to bright lights and to strong smells
anc tastes. Durin  my first visit to Eitler, I observed his abnormal
sensitivity to 1izht, and this observation vas confirnmed ir conversations
vith Lince, Fehrs, and Arndt, Linge t0ld ae that for the nast year ancd
e helf only one buldb had been dburnin. in Eitler's romm. In a »rison cerm
in Senteuber 1945, Darre, forner iinister for ¥utrition, told =e the
foll~rins story, which indicates en carlier exis:zerce of Eitler's hy»er-
sen31tivity. "Cne cay after a corference in the Sorin:- of 1932, Eitler

vested that ve o to & movie. I ant tickets, and we were in the lodbby

of the theater & few minutes before the beglnninr of the »orformence.

Hitler did not vant to zo to our box in«edletely, he asked =e to wait
until the lirhts were out and the movie had stertod. “Thile wvatchin. the
show, Hitler seecned rather restless. Duvrin- intermissions, when the
li:hts were cn, he lsanced “ack in his seat as far es nossible and covered
his face with one hand, “Then the film eonroached its ond, Eitler asked
that we leave the theater bofore the lihhts went on so that no one would

* Dr nofell was Fitler's favorite phyvsician, 3randt and Hasselbech,

tvo other nersonal doctors of Fitler, disnara.e inrell's wrofessinnal
abilitie 28 and diseporrove of hin -yersonally, eas does Gicsinc.

** At another point, Giesing said the followiny: "It is not known tn
e whether :orell «ave Eitler any hormone injections. It vould be im-
portent to know whether any strong hormonel influenee was introduced to
supress female sticuata. On the occasion of the .physical examination,
ncither & broad selvis, a strong develosment of the nezmary glands, en
alinosity of the hins, nor any other fenale sti,nate were amnarent.
Leither was Hitler's :2it in eny wey effeainate, "

- 12 -

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED =8

reconize him. e then ¢rave in his cer to DroGoebbels' hone, as e
had mede an asrointient to meet the Gnebwels couple, vho also had been
in the theater. They hal not yet arrived, s» Hitler and I waited ir
frant of the house. “Thenover enyone passed by, Hitler turneld up the
collar of his overcost and ulled his hat cver his face., After & tine,
Eitler went t» the housc coor ané asked unc to stanl in front of him so
thot noboldy could sce and rocognige him, I ¢id so, and Zitler reneined
stanfings in the corner of the 0oormay with his facc turncd towards the
" housc until Dr Gocbvels errivaed, e then went usstairs. Hitler ves
rether silent throuchout the cvenine and tried 40 hido a stron.. rest-
lcssnesse"

- (2) Avstinerce From Alcohol znd Nicotine

Eitler's ebstinence from thc use of alcohol eni nicotine stends
ir contrast to his habitual use of dru.s end medicines. At the time that
I was treating & cnld of his*, he scgicd tn me, "fell, Doctor, if alcohol
is reelly fool for a cold, I'1ll try e grng, o»f coursc., Iornallv I detest
alcohol in covery form. I Con't scc what penplce sce in wine; it!s too
sour for me -- I'Q like %o Hut sucar in it. Ané beor is tnn Dbittor. 4t
one time I occesinnally drenk = rlass nf besr beforc reotirin:, dut I
rever could acguire any testc for it. The thing I cennot stand at all
is nicotine. In that rcshsct, I shere the tastes of Goethe, vho once
s2id that the smell of tobecco vre the wmwrst sacll of all. Besides,
izeCicirc has Hraoved that nicotirne hes a -»ronounced Cetrimentel effect
upnn neople's health, in that it leads.tn an carly hardening of the
blosd vessels anc $o cramns of the heart end brain vessels. I have read
about young wemmle, & serently healthy, who all of e sudden cdromiced Cead
from havine simokel thirty or forty cissrettes a day."

e Ciscussel the subject for 2 vhile and Eitler saic, "Yes,
tobacco and smokin. ares the rovens;e of' the redskin o the vhite :an for
havin: broucht him firewater. One of the reesons for the decacence end
sterility of the Incians is their excessive use of nicntine. The fire-
vater of the whites has caused an even further Cecrcasc in the fertility
of the women. '"ith the addition of the other detrimcntal feeaturcs of
civilization, the Irndien race is now so far reduced that it is »ractically
extinct. \or will the Azcrican reservations seve it from axtinction if
civilization is Dermitted to continue exercisin. its harmful influence.®

Hitler made n» serious attemt to enforce amons his entourage
the abstinence that he himself nracticed.

(3) Vesetariznism

Desnite scientific proof, Hitler refused to believe there
vas such a thin: as a minimum regvirement of protein, Ec ¢id nnt believe
that his frequent fecling of hun-or resulted from a lack of »retein in
his diet. FHe »referred, instoed, to try tn satisfy his hun: er by eating
threes or four -Hicces of coke twace a dey vith his tee.

Onc deay Hitler aslzed me whether I know thet he vas a vegetarian,

I said that I knew. Eo to1¢ ae that he had been o vezetarian from his early
youth, and that, althouzh he had occasionally oaten fish end eqys sinco
then, he now onlttcf these itous entirely from his diet, I to0ld Hitler

that we humers, with our serticular denture, digestive tre ct, end direstive
juices, cccury a olace nidray between the »Hurely herbivorous and the surely
caranivorous aninals., =Zitler reslied that that was not so; he hed read the
bock of & famous nrofessor who arovbé that the denture ane digestive juilces
of humen bein.s cestined then to be ve.cterians. I told Zitler that the
majority of scientists Gid not agres with that view. He went on to say

* "hen this colé first avseared, Hitler said, "7ell, now I've ceu. ht
a cold from the brrver efter 21l. That fellow has had a cold for five
Cays and didn't tell ne anythin: about it. Llnge, you'll see to it in
the future thet noboly coies in here with a cnld, "
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that formerly ell humans had been ve.etarians; the uso of iacat wvas &
lator detrimental featuro of civilization. Bven today, he continued,
the -roeter part of the carth's population is vegetarian, since all
Chinese and all Indians abstain from the eating of meat. I told Hitler
that only »erts of these two great nmeonles were vegetarian and thet,
cenerally soeekins, the sreater mart of the earth's pHonuvlation is not
vectarien. Eitler saic that that could not be so; he woulc real the
bonk over azoin,snd he would talk tn me 2bout it another tine, Ip eny
case, he woruld continue to athere to his vecetarian wey of life-since
he no longer had any desire for meat.

Althow.sh Sitler frequently claimed that a vegetarian diet
had incresscd his efficiency, the facts seem to contradict him. The
recorés of his cndurence in melking s»ecches, in »arading, and in travel-
ins show that he rmust havo be.n stroncer end more efficiont before his
accession to =mower. Until 1932, according to coarmnications from Scheud
ant Lin:e, Hitler hed no knowletge of vo.etarianism. Previous to that '
time, he ate lar.e amounts of =ocat -- fet »Hork he was Harticularly fond
of — end frequently had animal protein in some form for breekfast. It
hes to be considored en cxcontion and elmost e miracle that Hitler, de-
spite his diet, w»reserved a considerable capacity for work, His ability
to get elonz with very 1littlo sleep is elso oxceptional, =is phvsical
sounéness may, in pert, be an inheritence from his parents -- his mother,
Ylarae Poelzl, ves a Heasant ——- and from his .rendharonts, perticularly
from his crandmother, :rs Schicklgruber.

Darre nreosuncd. a connection between Hitler'!s sudden edonrtion
of a vegeterien diet and the suicice (?) of his nicece, Gretl Raubal, in
1932, If Darre's oresumption is corrcet, it is possible thet Hitler be-
lieved that &s a ve.etarian he would better be able to rcprees sexuel
Cesires he considered immrojer or excessively powerful.

(%) Insomnie

»'orall to the contrary, Hitler's exhaustion did n»nt result
from overwork but from a lack of sleer. The emount of work thet Eitler
€id wes rot so great a8 that Conc by e zenerel staff officer. At leest
four or five hours of his day vere wasted in repetitious conversations
an monolo.ucs at neals and teas. It was in his sleejing hadbits thet he
violated sound hygienic rules. Fe completely reversed day and ni.ht.

Yot only &id he hnld his staff meetin.s in the midlle of every night, he
even insisted that his entourace %eep him corvany in a long nocturnal
tea wvhich followed each staff mceting. IZven after the tea, &esnite his
faticue, Eitler could not imucliately find sleep, Mo medicines could
.elleviate his chronic insomnia te any great extent, and he stubbernly
refusaeC to induce -a natural nced for slecp by taking lons walks, es he
wes alvised te do.

Eitloer showed no consideration for his entourace in this
matter; they had to c¢onfoara to his ovm unreassnradle habits, I once
asked Eitler whethor it would be -ossible for him to omit his eearly
morning tea so that he could go tn bed immediastely after the situation
conference which would cond at about two or three o'clock. He said, "“foll,
you know, Doctor, I've alrsaly tried that, but that vey it's even harder
for me to fall asleer. I have to relax before I .o to bed and talk about
somethin: different. tiaerwige, I have the situation mans in the dark
before my eyes,and ny dbrains keep on workine., I can't cet rid of the
neps for hours, If I should turp on the licht, I could draw exmct meps
of each army croun; I know exaActly where each division is. So it goes
for hours, until I fall esleey at five or six. I know that this is very

annoying for my entourase, a&ud I know that they have to keap the same
hours that I do, but I can't heln it,"

(r) Hearin,
Yhen I was about to meke & minor operation on Eitler's car,
1 esked him whether I should apply & local anesthetic. He said, "No,

D?ctor, I'11 be able to stand it. I've had to stand worsa thingzs in my
life, and enyway, I hope that this won't be ton bad", (I perfrrmed sevoral
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small coeratisns ~n his car withrut anesthesia. As a patient he vas
quict and net ton sensitive.)

In nid-Auzust 1944, after his hearin. haé im»roved consicderebly,
Fitler t~1¢ me the fillowinsgt M"inw that my hearin. is better, all voices
and n~ises scen thr be even louder than bef-re (20 July)," I exolained to
hiz thet this ves a nrrael develojnment comaonly accomanying recrvery from
cases nf tempmrary ~r oartial (cafness., In ar-raximately the frllovin.
wores, Eitler tnld o, © 1 remesber naw, very clearly, e similar nhennizennn
which I experienced at the age of 13 cr 14 foar about threce mronths., It
nccasirnelly hayrened in sch0"l that 8ll nf a sudden I heard the teacher's
vnice becrme very loud and rescundinze It seened to me ten times as 1oud
es usvel., At the sarme time, the teacher's head wruld grow bi..er and
bizcer and seemed te bc meving tewerds me, Vhen I turned oy eyes awey, the
c’)boarﬁ and the dblackdrard w~uld aymear tn be crooked and leanin. over.
I would feel sli-htly anxious, and in ay head I'¢ feel a wressure and hear
a snrt »f hummin:. Thesc ohenomena wvould Gisammear after a fe- minutes,
and I'd hear and see everything normelly acsin. All this was n~t causecl
by & fear ~f narticvlarly Aifficult clessce, for it also heyscned during
classes far which I vms well »rooarad.® I explained thesc ohencrene to
Eitler as sliszht -uberty ¢ disturbances and ¢id nct tell him arythin about
their »sychiatric simificance.

(6) 1Interest in ilcdical liattars

Eitler's gencral knowvlced.e ~f medital ratiters was remarkable
Re wnderstond the c~mncectinsn between the clatting »f blocd and the thr-m-
b~cytes; the influenco of nicertine on the coronary vessels of the heart,
and the 3“381b1¢ ecounection betwecn an inflamatic: of the 1axillary
cavity and the condition ~f the tecth. Hes alsec had a comoctent laymen's
kn~wlecse of sulfa drugs end nenicilline, Eis opinions and rumerks on
meyters in vhich he was nrojudiced -- on vecetarienis:n, for cxamle —-
were uttered in such a co.uatic menner and with so nuch authority thet
it was lost labar, in most cases, to ry to exposo even the most aprerent
nonsenses On the other hand, he had & :n~d understanding of medical
guestions new to him as I was able %o notice when I talkel tc him about -
a book on autotherspy which I knew he had read only once.

One time,when I was in the Bunker for an cxarinaticn of Hitler's
cars, he said to me, "Mell mo, Doctor, how lar.c is an ear drum such es
mine, anc of vhat dces it consist?¥ I exslained it to him. EHitler then
askud mo ab~ut the sense of equilidbrium, which I alsc expleined. After
I had cxamincd both his cars with the mirror, Hitler askzed me how I could
sce 8o well in the depths of the ear through such a small hole in the
mirror., He said, "I would like tr teke a lo-~k at an car drum tno.® He
sut on my mirror and I put the funnel in Lin:qe's ri.ht car. Hitler seid
that he cculd not sce Linage's ear drum. I brousht the otoscone froam the
~ffice and intrnduvced it into Linge's right ear. Hitler said, "Oh yes
now I can sec somethins. I sce clearly that little llrht—yellﬂ" line.
That mmust be the famous hamner-handle. The other thing I can see too,
the little sweck of light uy front (a reflex).' He then lo~ked in Lin.e's
left eer end seid that hc sawv the ear drum thore too. Next, he tock all
the tuningz-forks in his hands anéd experimented with the vhole set on
Lin:c. Eo also timod Lince's ressonses with the stoovateh.,  (Lince told
e leter that that cvening Hitlor lonked int» his, Fohr's, and Arndt's
cars throu.h the mirror.) Hitler asked me whether I could set him a
little toextbonk an ntrlo. v, and I broucht him the beok two days later.

(7) Other Remarks

I t01d Eitler, "I consider it adviseble that you spend six to
ei ht days quietly in boCe™ Eitler replied, "Brandt ané Easseclbach have
alrvedy told me the seme thing, dbut my dcar Doetor, that is impossibdle,
You and thc others have all acgreed that you want to makc a sick men ‘of
e, but I feel well enou.h not to need bed rest. I've told the others
‘alrecaly that I'm goine to rost more and s8leep longer, but my worries and
the present events won't allow e to teke it easy. I have a lot of work
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to ¢o risht now, and I cannot roceive visitors in bed. In the next fow
éays I'm exvecting soie irmortent orel reports, and besides, it's mossible

that foreisn visitors might come here. It would look ridiculous if I
were lyins in bed while I'm in jond health.”

Fitler wes constently vreoccunied with the idca »f an early

ceath, In the dutunn of 19':L,he remeatodly stated that he had only two
cr three yeers t~ live. Fe believed, hawever, thet by that time he would
have achievel finel victory in the wer end thet he woull heve lel and
united the Germen mconlc to & -oint where nthers could continue the task.
On the occasinn of a visit of Professor von Zicken to Hitle:'s hoad-
quarters ef Rastenbury, a conversation on this subject took nlacc. Eitler

sreeted von Zicken enéd said, "y dear Professor, you hal tn make & long
tr1) tr sco me, dut I'm ~1ac thet you 1lork so well., Tell me, how old are
you nowi" Vnon Dicken reslied, "Seventy, my Fuehror, and I'm going on
seventy-nne." Hitler taen said, "el1l, I .uess I won't becn~e that olc.
I'n eaten wy by worry, sorrow, anc. bother, and I haven't <wore than twn
years t» live." Ven Iic“cn tried o dissuade Eitler fron that belief but
Fitler retorted, "iy Ccar Profcscor, I shall be able to last out the two
or thrce years I yot have to live and work for ay neonle. Then the others
will have tn find the way to cerry on the work,"

KEitler vwas certeinly a highly -sychopathic -3erson, a man whr
could not be convinced, cven when &ll facts sooke a.2inst him. From
Fitler's constitutional -nsychorathy, and frow his firm conviction that
he kmew an? was adle to o everything better than others, orisinated a
stron. neurspathy. The stress he laid on observing his digestion in-
dicates neuronathyr, as Coes his frequent observation of his -Hulse, his
constant preoccupration with the idee of en eerly Cesth, his addiction
to all sorts of medicines, enC his constant slecnlessness,

c. Fitler and His ntourace

I %o not know +ho medc the seloctions for Hitler's -ersonal steff,
In eny case, none of the selectisns wes worth much. Schaub and Lin.e had
long been confidants of Zitler and sc, desnite their linmited intellicence,
back.rount, and. treinin;, thoy occunied e nosition of s;ecial favor. Thec
military adjutents were well-treined steff officers en’ well nanrered;
but none of the three 'tnown to me, not even the twm chief acdjutents,
Schimunét end Bur~dnrff, rewresented the tyre of intcllcctual soldier
necded in their vos1t1ons. The nilitary adjutants werc sood soldiers and
were more than realy to shoulder responsidility, but they were given ex-
tremely limited end unimsortent duties wvhich occunied them only e few
hours of each ¢oy. The three reosrecsentatives of the SS, Fe. elein,
Guentzsche, and Rettenhuber, were so fer below the decent avera..e thet
they herdly deserve to e mentioned. The cuelity of the rest of tho staff
is reoresented by the fisure of the ¥SKX (Nazi otor Transportetion Or-
zenization) afjutent, Albert 3ormenn, brother of Reichsleiter Mertin
Bormenn, He wes Schaubd's doouty and, intollectuelly, was elmost as in-
sisnificent as Schaub himself. These were the neoole in whom Hitler had
unlitited faith, end into whose trust was nlaced knowledgze of the exact de-
tails of Hitler's »lens end actions. These neosle werc also the ones who
sursued the 2lorificetion of Eitler to the point of outri-ht adoration.

There are various reasons to ex»lein why Eitler kepjt himnself sur-
reunced by these inferior men. For one thin:, his knowledce of humen
nature wes very slight; he never fully realizeﬁ vhet terrible smecirens
these creatures were. Then tco, he had a va.ue but strong feelinf of

wratitude for all those he thouzht hed helved him in any way. EKe showed
a creat weekness in his unwillinsness to reject anyone vho could make a
claim for his gratitude. Once Eitler had fully accented @ man, he showed
what his entoura.e called a "Nibelungen fiﬂellty" To :ussolini, for
examsle, Eitler remained loyel, Cesnite Mussolini's many failures. tthen,
upon kuseclini's insistence, the -lenned omerations in Africa for 1940
vere abancdoned ~- & «rrve teoctical and j0liticel error -- Hitler's show
of fidelity becerme en absurdity. Eitler's friendshis with kussolint vas
‘urable ané unselfish, whilo Hussolini was quite selfish.
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In rezerd to the inferiority ~f Eitler's entouvraze, it must finally
be stat-d that Hitler was, after ell, ton wmuch of a dominating oersonality
enc. too firmly convinced thet his oninions were absolutely ri:zht to be
able to tolerate the crnstent »resence of any »erson with intelligcence
nr talent amroximeting his own, His deshotic nature, characterized by
the Cominatinn Af severe -sychodathi¢ tenconcies and e studborn, fanatic
will over hi hly develoncol ontel ocualities, &id not ellow hin to consort
vith eguals vhnse nvinlonq mi;ht &iffor basically from his own. Hitler
never felt the need of a fricn nor &id he cver kecy in his company eny-

one canadle enouch tn be traiﬁcc to suctecd him. 3ecrusc he wes surroundec

by veosle with whom he had little in common, Hitler apneared to the out-
sider a oreat and lonely ideelist. To be sure, Zitler was freguently
alone and lorely, but that was by his own chrice; he never wanted to be.
merely & »Hrirmis inter —ares.

Partly becausc the litule, nréinary Heonle »f his cntourase re-
soectfully and reverentially ke:t their distence from Hitler, never talk-
in.; back to hir and never )rosentln their own view on any nHoint, Hitler
showed himself tendorhecarted and .oolnatursd to them, and was not at all
tyrannical; Durin. the times I was in Hitler's aresence, evcn‘wnen things
vent wror., I heve never heard him sey & harsh or rou:h worc. to his ed-
jutents, his valets, or others of his entoura e could cisnlay  reat
fricndliness and concern for the »neople of hlS ontoure c. For examle,

he .eve Fe, elein an unmerited decoration lon. after Fe..clein hed last
been on the battlefield. To Ilorell he .ave afvanceacnt and extrava. ant
araise as "the best Coctor", "the sreatest sciontist, vhosc excellent
theraneutic methods will most certeinly sreveil eainst the resistence
of all the other wuedicel ren'. &y own Hromction ceme desrite the fact
that I had querreled with Himmler ané Bormann; the promotion wes even
made in Bormenn's »resence. Indeed, the freguent bestowel of hi.h titles
on incometert peopnle mole one uhink of a parvemu society. Or the other
henc, he could qulckly change to the nther extrene and show ice-ccld
cruelty to former collabrretors and friends; he showed such reversals

of feelins in orderins the arrest of “Prince Phili» of EKesse, and in
nassing the death sentence on Profeseor Zrendt.

Nnt anly those who contradicted Hitler aet with his disansrovel -—
he wade an excention in my case, and occasicnally allowel e to er-ue
with him -- but even those who were simly the cerriers of bad news
beceme more or less discredited with him, and found that their chences
for alvancement were consilerably lessensd. 4s a resvlt, the facts of
a renort freguently were embellishec before the reojort was nHresented to
him. The embellishment often consisted of imsroviseld stiatistics, for
Hitler liked and was imdressed by exoressione involvin. Hercenta-es end
other numerical data..

Sven thoush Hitler snmetimes allowed me to contradict him in our
conversations, I noticel that he often hAd to mako =zn effort to control
his temser when a difference in opinion became an-ercnt. On one occesion,
I disagreed with him durin: the course of a conversation on the use of
Ukrainian acricultursl workers in Germeny. A friond »f aine, a medical
exeiriner working in ZTast Prussia, had told me thet he an? many other
examiners had rujectcf almost half of their shipments of the Ukrainian
workers because of ~ld age, -hysical dlsabllity, or tuberculosis. A4s I
remenber, of the 800,000 workers Sauckel rejortel. in use, not guite
400,000 were canable of work. "ren I told Hitler these facts, he ebruntly
endﬂc the conversation, remarking that he was going to <ot the ficures
once rore.

' Hitler and I also had a discussion of education, a subject on

which we held differin: opinions. Finally, Hitler interrupted me and,

in an)roximately the following words, said, "Yes, what you suggest miht
have been all right in other times, dut now we need a different kind of
cducation, one which leads to a uniformly caonscicus Germanism and to a
uniforn feelinz of sujeriority over everyone else., Just in thie resvect,
the youthful leader is the best loader. It is up to us to train a suf-
ficient number of these yosuth leslors, and it would be sad indeed if the
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Eitler Jucend fid not at‘sR‘h&eh m i m set for it. The academic

vouth, ton, will one day realize that todey's -rincinles of education are
better ané more just than those of yesterdey. I don't want intellectuel
qualities teo be premonlerznt in our youth, anf. I don't want our youth to
be julzed exclusively by these qualities. I very definitely »lace the
clucetinn of the body and of the.cheracter in the forezrounc; ant I have
resnrts from everyvhere that our youth consicers this education in con-
faraity with Germanic traditions, and likes it." I realized then that
Hitler &id not at 211 cere to be influenced by any arguaents; he ouite
simly insisted on edvancing the same -oint of view a,ain ani ezein be-
ceusc it was his owm and, therefore, wes the right one.

d. Hitler and the "far

(1) BRussia

Hitler suddenly started talking about Russia. Fe saic, 'l
toor wy the fizht ageinst the Bolshevist Moloch in June 1941, and I an
..oinz to finish it victoriously. The only alversary who is my equal, in
e way, is Stalin. I have to admit my admiration for vhat he has made of
Russia and for his military.accomslishments., XNevertheless, in the end,
the Bolshevist wave will be broken by the iren idcolongy of National
Socialism, and I shall crush this Jastern Asiatic breed. Iy other ad-
versaries, Churchill anc Roosevelt, are of 1little account, either Ho-
litically or militerily. ingland will fall esart comdletely, and Anerica
will obble wy the nicces ¢f the British Zmpire, vhich will then be &
thins of the past. I don't understand the sturidity of these people.
They don't sec the Bolshevist den.er; they don't see that they are cuttina
off the 1imb they're sitting on. I wish that these two powers would
realize, before it's too late, thet they are fishtin on the wron. sice.
I can sce that I shall bec the cne who'll ti> the scale (Zucngeléin an cder
aa.;e) when the time comes for a decision between the Russiens on the one
side and the An:lo-Aaericans on the other. Provicence has shown me thaet
you cannot meke any asrcements with Bolshovism. I shall never come to
teras with Russia," Since these ideas were comletely alien to my mind,
I aade no remerks about them.

(2) Stelingrad

I asked Hitler to tell me what had been the rcasons for the
Stalincrad disaster. Hitler seid, "Toctor, don't believe & word of vhat
the others are sayinz., It vasn't that feulty intellisence -rork left us
vninformed nf the lar. e Russien tro~o concentration on the left bank of
the Vnlze, nor was it that the Russians tnok us by surorise, nor was it
the hardshi»ns of winter. I had taken everythin.r into account; I wented
to fizht and to force the decision risht there. But just when the situation
around Stalincrad doteriorated in December 1942, the ILuftvaffe left me
in the lurch, althouch Goering had tnld ne that he could ;uarentee the
complete air suomvort of the Sixth Army et Stelingrad for at least six to
eicht weeks, By the time the first indication of the Luftwaffe!s failure
apreared, it was too lato tn <o anythings about air susmort. In addition
to thet, it hanpened that during; the critical days at Stalingrad, when
neither the Italians in the North nor the Rumeniens in the South could
hold the line, I could not be reached because 1 was traveling in my
special trein. For about 24 hours I wasn't abdle to lead the battle in
merson, and when I hearc about the disaster, it was already too late."
I asked Eitler whether the commander of the army group did not have the

critical situation. EHitler answered in an an. Ty voice, "o, Doctor, that
cannot be dene. I e the one who leads the Army, and I believe that I anm
& better commander in chief then those people in front of me. It's I

who am the rmotor that drives everything, and it's I who know everythin..
It's a tremendous task for me to have to meke all the final decisions,
but at such an important era in the 1life of 2 people, the heed of the
state has to pags the last jud.oment on all nmatters, even on thnse that
seem to be of minor imortance. The fortunes of war frequently deal out
reverses like Stalingred. I know that Providence has rovided our ad~-
versaries with them in abundance wp to now, and will continue tn dn so."
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In my thouchts, I reviewcd the situations in the Crimea and neer
Cherkasi, and the difficult mosition of the Baltic divisions. I don't
know whet Hitler thouzht abeut my -rolonzed silemnce, but he took leave of
me rather suddenly and saié only, "Go~d-by, Doctor,"

(3) 1Isnlation in Restonburg

After 1943, Hitler made no more flichts to the front or
trins to industriel arcas, Xe did not undertaltc his voluntery isolation
at Rastenbur.: becouse he vas overly considerste of his owm safety, for
as latc as 15 Seotember 194U, attended by only a few body.uards, he walked
throush a larce crowl of -oonle snd nermitted himself to be photosrashed
romeatedly. . Eitler, thoush he was a men o»f action and vill -ower, was
not able to face the horrors and miseries that the exizencies of war
~roduced at the front and amons the civilian nonulation. Living in his
shelter, he learned all the news, of successes and of failures, from the
radio and the telesrash, and never from nHersonal inssections of the
situation, nor throush -hcrsnnal cxpericnce. Zvon within the 'olfsschanze
headquerters in Rastenbur., ho stayed inside his ocwn air raid shelter
althou~h the healguarters was never attacked from the air. The shelter
vas thoe only »lace wherc he felt well and was able to work.

(1) Refusel to Leave Rastenburyz
Hitler seid, "From a medical snd clinicel noint of view

you are probably ri.ht, Doctor; but for nolitical reasons I cannot leeve
my healquarters. If I left, the pcople herc in Bast Prussise would be
justificd in thinkin: thet I vas adbandonin: them to the ITussiens. Zven
if I were to leave in the mnst secretive way, the neonle would se=nchow
conc to know about it, and there would be unnecessary bad feelings emon.
them, Onee bofore, in 1914 apd 1915, the noor -eosle here have experiencad
the Russien terrnr; I want to spare them & second time., I can't zo to
Berlin, because the Zn.lish and Americans would soon find out absut ny
oresence there, and thus I would ceuse the Berlin »opulation tn suffer
from increased bnorbinss., I cen't ;o tn the Obersslzber. either, because
the »enmle would think that I was retirin. to my srivate estate, and that
I had left the conduct of the war to the senerals,and -Holitical affairs
-to the members of the cahinet. Nohody out there knows that vhen I .o to
the Obersalzberxz I take the whole chencellery, the Party Ecalquarters,
the General Staf?f, and the ¥igh Commend with me, and all of us slave therec
just as nuch as here., It!s true thet if the climete here in Zast Prussia
weren't so humid, I'd -srobadly be better by now; but I have to stay here
for the time being. Iy health doesn't count vhen the wvheole netion's '
oxistence is at stake.”

(5)',Prohibitioh of Furloughs

Hitler found it ridiculeous for enyone to criticize his sup-
mression of furlouchs, since ho himsclf hed not teken & rest far years,
and was near cxhaustion as a rosult of thoe continuous strain. He said
tn me, "I can't understend the wey these fools think —— as thou h in
this war anyone ceuld claim even well-Ceserved richts. 411 of us heve
only duties. Prcvidence has imosed upon me the oblization to lead
Germany no matter vhothor I <ot my rest or bdreak down —- and then these
little creatures, little whoecls in the hi.e nmachine, comc alon. and ask
if they may stop workin.:."

(6) 20 July

An SS adjutant camc end reported that Helldorf had confessed.
He handed hitler a documont -— epparently the rerort of the interrocetion —-
~end Lince cave Hitler his glasses, Hitler read the document and then said,
"Yes, I wouldn't have thouzht that Helldnrf was such a scoundrel. Ke's
alweys bcen frivolous, it's true -- alwvays runnin: up camblin. debdbts.,
At least four or five times 1've Haid his debts for him, and they were
rarely less than 100,000 marks. It was a mistake to give him a job in
the secret service, A zamblor like him is an easy prey for counter-
espinnexe, and the British socret service Hrobebly Haid him better waces
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ené even hicher cembling debts than I did., I feel sorry for his wife
end his nice children, but this Auseen stable has to be swedt with an
iron broom, no quearter civen. If I drn't oot nut these traitors com-
9letely, there =i :ht be more of these damned things, an®. the »noor Ger-
man soldicr up there on the linc hes to -ay with his life for the stu-
—idity of those meonle., I'm reazlly thenkful to Rehmer, who mastered
the situation so quiczly w» there in Berlin., ™hat I ne ¢ is rore of
that kind »f excellent and -oliticelly clever officers, end then I
wouldn't be afreid of the future. 3But this bunch of cowards in Berlin
senfs me this oven more cowardly Stauffenber.. If he had at least been
ensuzh of & man tn stay next to me with his briefcase — dut as 1t 1s,
the bullet that hit him was really wasted. I have often wondered what
these —ensple wanted. To end the var and then have their government of
jokeré'start meece nexotiations with the encmy becsuse their bunch was
too cowerdly &né t~n incemable to zn én with the ver? As thou.h Kr
Stalin, tr Churchill Anf iT Rooscvelt would heve given & hoct sbout nur
suddeon desire far =race. The Russiers world heve boen in Berlin with-
in eci-ht deys, end that would heve been the end of Germany forever.”

(7) Attitude irn February 1945

Hitler and I sat dnvm nn & bench in the cormor. Ee secred
more ased and stnmad than ever., His face was Hale as usual, and he hed
lar.e baxs under his eyes; his hends too were pale and the fingerneils
bloodless. FEo snnke cleerly but in very low tones. I immedietely nnticed
the stron. tremor of the left arm and hand. Zecausc the tremor increased
when- the hand wes not suomorted, Eitler kest his arm on the table or his
handé nn the bench throu.hout the conversation. I had the imression thet
Eitler was exhzusted and rather absent-minded, and no longer concentrated
well, Twice he asked =e whero my ferily lived,and twice I told him that
they lived in Krefeld. Just after I had enswered his questinn the secnnd
time, he sudcenly be.an to talk about the wer. He said, "ell, Germeny
is in a difficuld -nsition, but I'1l master the situvetion. The An.lo-
Americans will find that they're very much mistaken in thinkin: thet their
victnry is certain, Thev're «oin-: tn have e touh time. I'm :2oin: to
commit my V-weanons sonn, ard then the wer will be brouv.ht to a :slorious
end. The »roblen of atem s»ulittin- has been solved a lon. time a..0, and
it has dbeen sn far devoloned thet we cen meke usc of this enercy for
weanons, These »eonle ere -oincs to see somethinco. This is the weawon
nf the future, and with it Germarny's future is secured ten. Providence
has alreedy shown me this last and victorinus rnad, and I know that the
final turn of fortunc is adbout to come." FEitler said thesc thin.s mainly
tn himself, lo~kinz et & -oint on the flonr. The tremor nf the left arm
was clearly avmarcnt vhen he let the arm hen:. Then he asked me a ain
vhere my femily wes. T reneated. that they were in V.refeld, and he said,
"Nothinz can hassen to them there, that is certain. The “est Yall will
hnld, abs~lutely, end our V-weason +ill dccide the war in no time at all.
Dnetnr, T wvant you tc believe firmly that this is sn." He 1ookrC at the
flnor for some time, and then suCdenly be. an tc sweak sgain. "If the war
should teke an unfavorable turn efter all -- well, &ll of us will have tn
«» down in a decent manner. . I shall nlace myself at the head of my trooos
and die as & snldier. But Providence has led me safely so far, and I .
shall ¢n my nrescribed road no matter what hevvens." He stood um qﬁickly
and extended his hand, lookins ast me intn emoty snace, He dic not say
anything more, but walked amey with tired steps towarcs a lar.e o-men
door where Lin .e was waitin: for him.

6. Easselbach: Hitler

a. Kurvledse and iental Canacity

Hitler's ceneral knovwle . e was amazin: in view nf the fect that he
had not attended even hi.h schnol. 4Ag he matured, a tremendous thirst
for knowled-e, an indefatizable dili-ence, end an enviable menory furnished
him sufficient knnwled:re t» dominate every discussion, and tn express well-
founded, if sowetimes rather surnprisine ideas in many fields,

) Confrrmin:.: with his task es a voliticien, his main interest lay in
the field of history, which he made tho basie of his nlitical views and
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intentions. Besides Austrian history and the more recent history of
Bevaria, he was eswecially interested in the history of Rore, the creet
Germen empersrs, Prince Sucene, Frederick the Greet, and Nasoleon. He
nondered a-ezin and a-ain over the connectinns and continuity of Zuroveen
history, such es the impressive echievements of the Panacy, the recurrin.
menace of Asias's nmasses a,ainst Surove, the nower ant srestness of the
Germen erperors nf the Iliddle Aces with their mistelzen ur:e for exnansion
toward the South (Dran: nech Suefen), the history of national unification
in Germany ant Itely, and the consistency and unity —- which he found en-
viable -- of the British =olicv. On these occasions, he liked tn criticlze
the teachins of histery in most schonls, which ne-lected basis trends in
favar of the bin:ranhy of sin.le monarchs and ipsignificent dates.

Hitler's knowled. e in the field of history of art was egually ex-
tensive. Ee 'mew details of the life and works of most areat nainters,
scul-tors, and architects. ~hen différences in opinion had to be decided
throuh c¢onsultatinn of the encyclomedia, Hitler was right most of the
time. Occasionallyv, I nyself did not believe that he was rizht in statins
a certain fact, or that he couvld be familier with & certein letail, but I
have always been able to convince myself that what he had seid was so.

Hitler's %nowled.e in the military field was also astonishin..
The officers of his staff e zin and a.e8in were surprised to find how
accurately Hitler vas informec orn the caliber, mechanism, ren.e, armement,
and speed of German enc forei:m military ecuioment, details of fortifice-
tions, enc the like, 'er nev weasons or vehicles were Cemcnstrated, with
an astonishirn. intuition he recocnized their structural alventezes and
Gisalventaces, and frequently #ede useful su.. estions for their imorove-
nent. Technical details of automnbile and airslane motsrs were well
knowvm to him. He also showel vivid interest in technicel »nroblems re-
latinz to the »wroduction of substitutes. Althou:h he was informed about
them, he did not nay much attention to nther technical -yroblems such es
hizh freguency end atomic ohysics. He reco-nized their importance in the
military field ~nly after the nrocress of our adversaries in these fields
ha¢: .ained for them decisive influence in the air and sea wers,

Questisns in the mecical end biolo.ical domaine aroused his in-
terest areatly. His knowled. e of factes in this field was alsc abnve the
layman's, Fe alweye hed remorts on new develooments submitted tn him,
and. wishe® t» be furnished medical litersture on them. Fe did nnt, how-
ever, »retend to have exvert knowled e, nor did he try to influence the
experts' work; he wanted ~nly to be informed as auch as nossible about the eff
of druszs, etc. It vas in keeoins with his criticel attitude towards medical
»roblens that he rejectod all guackery, and reconsnized the successes of
scientific medicine, acvocatin., for instance, nronhylactic vaccinatinns
on the basis of their success durin: "orld Var I. 1In other resnects, he
had -reconceived oninisns which he refused to abantnn, like the errnnecus
notion that men is neturally ve-etarien, and therefore more efficient
vhen living on ve.etale fo~ds than when usin a mixed diet.

Eitler nccupied himsclf intensely with the .reat -~hiloso-hers.
Eu was attracted warticularly by Schopenhauer and Nietzsche. Also he
devoted imich time to astronoay, »rehistoric research, weo.raphy, and
~hysics. Theolouy, jurisorulence, sathemetics, and other branches of
science attracted him less, althou.h his knovled .e in these fields also
surrassel thet of the nan with an avera..e beck. rounc. Actually, therc

was nothin: thet did not arouse his interest when he was confronted with
it as & -roblem.

Hitler acquired the bulk of his knowled.e throuzh indepencent
reading, He said nccasionally thet he never let a day nass without
working his way throush some bock containins some essential lnowledr~e.
He did this in peace and war durin. the late hours of the evonin. and
the early morninsz, the only time of the day that he vas alone. His
Ty vas denendable in re.ard to names and numbers as well es everts
a:¢ their cortext. '

Ig contrest to other Heonle who are sifted with an excellent
memory, Eitler used gquotatio.s rerely, ‘either ir his sheeches or in
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casval conversation, He nrobably considered himself above using this

kind of intellectual support. However, he knew the classics well, partly
fron the staze, and nartly from his zeedings in his youth, althou:h they
played 1little part in his later life. Sometimes he would express recaret
that Jnglish history had been glorified by Shakesneare, vhereas in Ger-
many, Schiller had dealt with pconle like "illiem Tell, Joan of Arc, and
kary Stuart.,. Ee hoped that some day a talented slaywrizht would sccuny
himsclf with the history of the Gormarn emperors of the hiiddle Aces. hitler
had no understendirg of noetry, esnecially lyric -oetry.

He rejectced the realin. of novels and lirhter material as a waste
of time. However, he felt odli.ated to look throush the more imortent
German newsoyasers and periodicals. HKe influenced the content of the Ger~
man oress considerably up to the past years., Desidcs the German oepers,
he haé 3Znzlish, American, and French waners resd to him resulerly; he
had a smattering of Zn-lish and French from crammar school, which he
sunplemented by having British and French films shown to him with the
orizinal sound track.

Hitler's wower of jul:ment was excellent and his losic =o0d, ex-
cenrt when »rejudices or emotional factors influenced, and sometimes deter-
mined hie views and decisions., In these cases, he wonld allow himself
t» be carried sway and =eke irreswonsible remarks which mi-ht have cesused
neonle wha did nnt know him to doudt his sercedtion in jud.ment. The
tosics he would treat in this manner were law as handled by the lezal
mrofession, whose resresentatives he condemned as a ~rowy; the intellectual
and mnral deceneratinn nf royal families; end the narrow-mindedness of
the teachers in collexes and vniversities, vho, in his opinion, considered
their main task to cling to their own theories, and thorefore were om-
pnsed to scientific wroszress., Alon. with these %belon: his statcments on
the Jews, who, he said, were cunninz, dbut stunid and umiroductive, end
his views on the intellectuals, vhom he liked to criticize in an exr.-
weratcd manner. Such statements, s» much in contrast to his open—minéed-
ness and critical cajacities, were always besed on some nsychical traume.,
Since the effect of these trauneta wes alweys present, it was impossibvle
for anyone to induce Hitler to chan.e his vicws throush lo-icel ar;uments.
anyone who made sux estions tending to sus:est & more cautious ettitule
usually fell into dis.race, and contrary to the desirel effect, & stron.er
fixation %o the prejudices was Hroduced.

The specd of Hitler's mentel processes was anazing., He wes never
at a loss for & fittin.: retort, and his nresence of mind permitted him
to master every situation. .

b. IEntouras

Hitler rencatedly asserted that one of his outstending abilities
wess his krowled.e of humen nature, and thet only a short asorraisal was
necessary for him to ascertein a »serson's qualities and the kind of job
for which he was best fitted. From the besinnin.;, the choice of col-
laborators seome tn make rathor doubtful the accuracy of this conviction.
One would esstme that a man in Eitler's vosition would try to surround
himself with intelli.ent, experienced, end reliabvle peorle, vet he mede
diartin Bormann his closest and most trusted volitical advisor, Schaud his
chief adjutant, esnd Morell his nersonal -hysician. He tolerated as his
frecuent and always welcome cuests peowle like Heinrich Hoffmarn, Hermsnn
Iisser, and Adnlf “a:ner, men whom the German menple would rather not have
secn in the environment of their Fuehror. Freguently Fitler hed sointed
with »nride and satisfactinon to the "0ld Guard" of his Reichsleiters and
Gauleiters, men who, accordin: to him, had in the purity of character and
cxcellence of their abilities no countersart in history, He made these
Statements even after the Germen vmeonle had become fully aware of the
failures of meny of thesc men in their »ublic and pHrivate life. The
most imsortant nositinne were filled by men incemadle of crmpetent action,
men like Pibbentrop, Hess, Frick, Rust, Aymann, and others; and on the
cther hend, Hitler undercsti -ated his opoonents, ‘

B A clear-cut ansver cannot dbe <iven for these errors in judament.
fAitler was certeinly convincec of the loyalty of his corps of »olitical
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lezders, but he did not consider their cemmetence alequate. KHowever,

he coul@ not et himself to mske any major chan es. 411 his life, anc
oartlcularly after Torlé Var I, Zitler was dominated by a mHronounced
feelin. of ZXameradschaft, _of & feeling of loyalty and ..ratitude to the
men wheo, durin’ the ere ﬂf strvcale end sersecution, had been his faith-
ful ﬁﬂ.nds and had maee heavy sacrifices. Therefore, he had no under—
stondin: for lfussolini's methold of chen.in. collaboratoers frequently.

In this resvuct the fact that Fitler had extrenely conservative
habits slayed a .reat Dart. Just as he dié not want any chances in his
deily routine, takln= the saane welk every day, wearing the same kind nf
outmoded hat, visitin. the same resteurants through the years, and keup-
ing his Lunich anartment despite its great deflclencius, just so did he
tend to avoid nartin;: from the men to whom he had vecome accustoned.
Still, he would heve taken such & stes had he been cenable of seein: the
full incompetence and repulsiveness of his entcure.e; he celled Ribben~
Ctrop a second Bismarck and J.orell an unusually cenable Goctor end scientist.

Ye did remark occesionally that he was awvare thet not all of his 0ld com-
rades-in-arms were ancels, vhich was only naturel since they were fight-
in.: men.

In srme cases, however, one must assune that ritler was cajebdble
of repressin~, as it were, a correct, dbut inconvenient, oninion, so that
he could justify to himself the retention of men hc considered useful
end loyal. (This is maralleled in 1945 by the menner in vhich he mein-
telned aceinst his better knowledse his unshakable belief in final victory )

In 8ddition, his attitvde towards others was influenced by his
belief in his ovn extrazordinary ouelities, necessitating arlicetion of
lower stendards tn other men, although sometimes his dcmands on them
were limitless, His oninion that a ~reat man ought to have insisnificent
ferizle commenions may hewe been similarly emnlied to his entoura-e. It
may alsc be that he needed unassuninez, uncritical men arouné him as a
practice audience for the expyosition of his ideas. He was -rejudiced
from his youth acainst the bour.eois intelli.entsie, so that he dic not
vent men as collaborators who had cone throu.h the usual >rofessional
training. Instead, he vas attracted by men who hald been thrown off the

normal »nath and achievel success solely throu-h their own cfforts, as
he ha.d .

c. Religion

Hitler was considered by many peosle in Germeny and abroed to be
8 declared enemy of Christianity, if not an atheist, Those who hed the
experience of seeing him relaxed and awey from his officiel places of
duty, however, will confirm that he was actually & religious serson, or
2t least & man seckin. reli..ious clarity.

Before the war, Hitler freguently showed an interest in religious
problems. He recognized without reservation the necessity of satisfying
the reli.ious needs of the neople, at least thcse of the simyle man in
the street. He knew only too well that the Party and its mass activities
could never serve as a surrozate for the Church. Fe remarked occasionally
that he would refusc to be deified after his death, as was Lenin by the
Bolsheviks. In talks lasting for hours, he discussed jpossibilities for
bridsing the confessional schism in Germeny, and for the establishment
of & relicion comretible with the mndern Germen's character and ideolosy.
That he himself did not have the qualitiss ~ of a relisious reformer, he
knew and expressed frequently. Consequently, he was desirous of suitable
susgestions, but did not receive any.

In Christ, he saw a unique personality whose ideas and actions
had, accordinz to Hitler, been dogmatically distorted by the Church and
thus handed down tn -osterity. He sald Christ had been of Galilean ori-
zin and, therefore, Aryan, and should be admired not only for his crestion
of a new ethical concepts, but 2lso as a sreat leader of the neonle acainst
the nower and tyranny of the demoralized Pharisees. 3efore the war,
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the Passion Play at Oberammer.au. Ee ves strongly
i-mressed, not only by the touchingly plain prescntation of the’ story,
but also becaust L2 saw in it an unintenticnal, and, therefore,particular-
1y effective anti-Hebraic demonstration.

In a smw]1l cirele, aitler would sometiznes expross nimself in sharp
words azainst soie of the Christian dogmas. In re.arcC to the coammunion
fer instance, he professed a lack of understandin: for the fect that a
werson had to consune his Lord in order to achieve & spirituel union with
him. In the same menner, the Go.me of the imasculate concestion and the
syabol of the Laxb of God -yrovoked his criticism. Indul.cence he rejected
violently as a neans of blackmeil, and confession as an attert to eatiefy
reyressed desires by devious mosns,

Hitler dofined the Panacy as & political instruaent of power unique
in history, whose consistency and skill in the -rosecution of its aims he
adnired. However, he Ci¢ consider it his task to cliuinate politicel
Cathnlicism in Germany. Iuther, whom he considered one of the zroatcst
Sermens of all times, he blamed for not having c¢ono all the way in his
attemyt to free the Germans fron Iome's (rip; He had thus caused great
nisery %o Germany.

Fitler hal en aversion to the cler:y of ell denominations. He
kent all priests and winisters eaway from himself; he recardcd their Hro-
fessinn as unmanly. Consequently, he met *yrobably only very few leadina
and well-bred clerical men, and »Hrobably hardly ever heard a «»0f Pro-
testant sermon. It is true that he was not rartizl in his aversion to
relicious dosmas and cereaonies, as shown by the fact that he rejected
the ceremoniaél neetings of the Gottzlaeubi-e (Selievers in Gnd). He
once remarked, however, that the Christian bentisn of Goering's chilc
vas prefereble to the Gottzlaeubice bantism useld by Rudolf Hess.

Since the funeral ritcs ~f hindenbur., particisaticn dy the
clercy in political ceremonies of the State had been »Hrohivited. Con-~
trary to the reports of the forei;m press, however, no obstacles were
Dlaced in the wey of relicious services end their comunicents, neither
before ner during the war, unless Holitical uttersnces on the mHart of
the ministers ceused the Statc to interferc.

Hitler re.rettel greatly the German churches' ettitvde of enaity
toward Kational Socialism, Fo recretted the fact that before Vorld Var
I the effnrts to create & unified German Stetc Church had failed because
of the attituvde of the Laender. ke envied nther countries, like Iingland
for instence, where the Church wes a skillful suyrorter of the Govern~
ment's Holicy. Hitler held the Jermen cler.y resnonsible for the feilure
of the State and Church to coonerate closely and -rofitedly in Germany _
after 1933. he accused then of havin. entered into the Holitical @nmein
instead of confinins themselves to their nrorer tasks. Then the struxzile
bocamne more heated on both sides, he even eprroved. the arrests of numerous
clerical nen who hal the coursge to express their convictions, The fre-
guent, and~in his eyes hypocriticel attacks of the an,lican Church esainst
Fational Socialism, and its nreyers for a Solshevik victory, quite
naturally influenced his anti-ccclesiasticel views. Fe regarded the cler-y's
strugale azainst the Xational Socialist State as troasonable for the rcason
thet the State was not only collecting the church tex for them, but even
neid them an annusl subsidy of apmroximetely 300,000,000 nmarks, thus en-
suring their existence.

Desnite 21l this, it is true thet Hitler &id not draw a comlete
¢ividing line between himself end the Church until the cnd. The reason
he naid his church tax cverv ycar was bascé arobadly more on political
exjyetiency than on a desirc to belong nr a feelin. of loyalty to the
Church. On the nther hand, in spite of the increasing; soverity of his
struc-ide ageinst the Church and its reoresontatives, it cen be said that
Hitler's exoressinns in his soeechos of a devout trust in Providence were
heartfelt, and should refute the theory that Fitler wes an atheist.
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€. The Arts

Eitler was convincod that he would have been o 3oumeister (master
builder) if fate had nnt led him intec politics. He was obviously not
only extreacly interested in architecture, but also definitely zifted for
its artistic end technical »Hrobleas. In his early youth, his talent as
a draftsmen expressed itsclf :ore and more with architectiural themes.
So far as is knawn to ne, most of the water colers with vhich he made a
livinz in Vienna end _‘unich resresentel well-knovm bulldlﬁas, attractive
town views, ané the like. ILater tnc, as chancellsr, he frequently nicked
uy men cr pencil in order to sketch qulckly end with a few sure lines an
architectural aroject he had in mind.- Occusation with architectural blue-
arints was his favorite form of relexatlon Ke could, oblivious nf every-
thlns, devnte himself to this Hasti e for many hours, with Prof Sneer and
other architects, All the nrojects for Nurembers, imnich, berlwn, and
Linz were discussed in their minutest details, >rogccts xhlch in ec-
coréence vith his »predilectirn for the immeasuraolc, he sometimes had
dravm up in tremendous di-ensions, like the steCium in Furember:s, the
tlemnrrial Column in liunich, or the Con:sress Hell in Berlin. Ee regretted
later that he had not made the livinc room of the Ser:zhof loncer and
hisher when it vas rebuvilt. Its desisn, incicentally, wvas his in all
Cetails. )

The style which Eitler -referred for the new Germen duildin-s
leaned heavily on clascicel exa:mles, which he admired; he hed no under-
standing of Gothic architecture, Its ccninus use of ornements was oo-
onsel. to his conviction that in architecture only that c-ould be beauti-
ful which at the sane time expressed the -urpose it served. Thercfore,
he remudiated the Rocncn, althoush the Baroque wes e little more to his
liin&s On his trin $n Italy in 1937, he ves imoressed by the Pitti
Palace in Florence, as well as by numerous other buildin:.s there anc in
Rome. Ee enjoyed this trip et least as much as an architect as he aid
as a nolitician. In Germany, he wves »articularly attracted by Ludwiz
Strasse in lunich., Its creator, Ludwiy I of Baveria, was, because of his
interest in the arts and his views favorin; a uvnited Cermany, one of the
fer moGern mcnarchs whon Eitler estecmed, Hitler was very harpy about
the new Chancellery in 3erlin, and the Fuehrerbesu end the Haus der Kunst
in “unich. %henever he was in unich, he tried t~ make it possidle to
visit these two buildin:s.

His interest in painting was almost as stron; as that in archi-
tecture, althoush he nreferred to draw rather than to paint. It was nnt
a collector's menie, and even less the Gesire for material wealth, thet
wade him acquire paintin.s, but a senuine love of the -Hainter's art. He
was attached tn the »Haintin.s he owned, and he ex;rcssef this frequently.
He directed personally the hancllnh and rehengin.; of the naintings &t
the Berghof. As in most ficlds of human act1v1ty, he considered his views
anc tastes &s an art critic absolutely ri.ht and authoritative, and,there-
fore,dicd not hesitate to influence the art of Heinting in Geruany.

Ivery year until nearly the ecnd of the war, he determined which
Peintings were to be admittcd to the greet German exhidition of ert. In
this field, he could not be called nartial or nrejudiced, but he demanded
that en artist not just "smear jaint on a canves'. He demended thet the
oublic — or rather he himself as an exyert —— be in a mosition ¢n re-
csgnize a certein telent, and that the »roduct corresmond with »asular
crneentions and sentiments eibndied in his own crnce-tions anéd sentiments.
Consecuently, he susmresscd all exyressions of "descnorate art™, an inter—
ference with artistic freedom that was sunerfluous since the larse aajority
of the German wenvle refused to recnanize these mis-creations of the nast.

It is true that Hitler's taste could err to an unbelievadble deqree.
This is showvm by tho oxemyle of his stressed favoritism for the works
of the painter Ziegler of lunich, whem, however, he discarded comsletely
later on. So far as I know, Hitler held in esteem‘the followin. con-
temsorary Gerran -ainters: Yriecel, Jun hans, Hilz, Schwiné, Schuster-
oldan, Gradl, and Peiner. Of the German neinters of the Nineteonth
Century, he favorce Schwind, Feuerbach, Blechen, Alt, aldmueller, Spitz-
wes, Leibl, Gruetzner, Ln_art and Stuck. Hec also neld in hich esteem
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the srcat Itolian and Dutch Heinters, but <ic not likc old Gerzen masters
such &s Duerer, Cranach, sné others., To Linz, his father's native city,
he intended tn oresent as an oxyrossion of .ratsful attaclment a parti-
cularly ebundent ané extensive eollection of »eintings. For this Hur-
owose, he hald micturcs bousht or reguisitiened frao: scized Hroaerty.

Zitler likewisc siowed vivid interest in the evolution ~f
Geraen sculsbure, althrugch he ¢id not consicer himself as much en expert
in this field as he Cid in »eiuting. Besides Xlimsch, Holbe, and Tackerle,
he articularly liked the works of Thorek and Brezer, vhem anparently he
sumorted in overy ime. inadlc way. ZEreker's style conforzed wvith his
sredilection for classicisa, vaile Thorek satisficd his inclinetions to-
worcs the imseasuradle. Fitler ¢ic not exclude size as a fector in his
juc.ment of worke of ort. That wes oHrobably the rcason for his enthusiasn
for Thorelk's eguestrian statue of Frederick the Great in Linz. The work
vas consiCered a failure by mest experts. :

Dessite his ability es a draftsmen, Eitler <¢il not have :much in-
terest ané wunderstendinz for the srajhic arts. On the other hand, he
enjoyel. very much occwiyinz himself with interior cecoretion and the an-
»liel erts., ."hen he came to _unich, his first vieit would usually take
hiz: to the Tronst studio, where he vwuld ciscuss for hours artistic -Hrob-
lems with Pref Gell end Trau Trnest, whom he recognized as 2 yreat artist.
Greve examples of bal taste occurred in this field, like the defnrrmed
"Geraan Crass in Gold", a creation ar>rovel by Hitler,

Hitler considered himself «ifted with e ¢reat understandin. of
ausic. I an convinced that here too he areatly overratel his cifts.

Tnt cnly vould he vhistle tumes wron:ly in & terrible woy vithout
naticiny it, but alsn his cheice »f music did not incicrte & refinel
feelin.s It is incwmrehensivle that, so far as I have exrerienced or
heard, there wes never any chaaber music rffersd in the beasutiful hall
nf the ZTershof, elthouzh an excellent rand -»isno vas there, . hitler kent
en immense nunber of hono rash recorcs in a2 chest at the Zer.hof. Ee
selectel a few of then and -Hlayed them to himself occasionally, but he
never layed them in any Harticular orcer. Eis faverite nieces were
excer:ts from the "a.mer ojeras, one or two moveaents fro Sruckner's
Seventh Symshony, and excerpis from "The ierry “icou","Fledernaus", anc
"O»era Zall". T“Then once he had finally aporoved of Zeethoven's Piano
Concorto in I Flat, he stcy:ed its nlayin. in the first moverent.
It is known that Hitler worshincG the music of ifa.mer anc that he derived
a spacial pleasure from attendins the seyreuth festivels. This Hleasure
vas increesed oy his fricndshi with the Tacner femily. He held Srucrner
in at least as hi-h estesw as Va.ner. e recongnized the creatness of
Bach and 3eethnven, but did not love them. He liked l.ozart, but rejected
oreh:s and Schumann alto,ether. I heard no comments on Zandsl, Eaydn,
Schuvert, Reger, and others, “itler condemned molern music as de.enerete
art. In ~pera, Hitlor lired —- to a far lessor dosroc than Vacner —-
Puccini's "Le Boheue" and "lLademe Butterfly", Verdi's MaiideM, and Veber's
"Ter Froischuetz". Richard Strauss did not satisfy him.

]

Hitler's interest in the theater was almost commletely cenfined
t» onera end oereotte. I have not heerd thet he attended a dremstic oer-
forrence after 193€. e enjoycd dencers end gool ballet merformences.

Ee lmow ell the bettor-nowm conductors anc singers, and classificd them
arbitrarilv accordin:; to his own testc., This attitudc of his must have
hac bitter results for sowie artists, since Eitler's cveluations were
-eneraliged anl treated as the only velid ones. Thc sane soes far movies
end movie artists., Eitler was greatly irterested in the cineme. At the
veorinnings 2f the war, every wesk he saw severel filas of Geraan end foreimn
ori-;in. e then suriresscd some of them without much afo, while snme had
to De chengsed in varts, end others wero »romoted by 2ll meens eveilable.
Orlinarily, however, his jud,uent ves in acrecement with that of the

better class of the German movic esudience. As in coverythinge else, Eitler
nad an outstending memory for 21l »roducts anc sersonelities of the ste.c
and screen. Zrom the first dey cf the var on, Hitler did not attend e
sin~le nerfnraance of the ste."¢c or screen, tekin.. the vicw thet he, as
Commender in Chief of the Armecd Forces, must not indul..c in thet sort of
relaxation while millions werc firhting at the front. Ee observed this

attitvde without cozr.proznis;aggg P T '
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For the art critics of the nrees, Hitler hac a cislike which he
cxoressed frequently. The dislike originated in his idce that Heomle
vho hal no creative canabllitlcs themselves should not have the ri:ht to
make o oroductive merson's life misersable through cheep criticisa, For
that rcas~n, he had the rizht of nezative eriticisi curved to a eon-
sicderable de.urec.

Eitler rejected broalcast music comletely. To him, redio re-
Hresented only & moans fﬁr tho dissemnination of news and -»ronacsanda.
He wos remelleld by ratic's inherent impersonel ant mochenicel qualities.
Thercfore, 85 far as I knaw, he éicd not attemt to influencc ralio
DTOITEES,

Hitler always sousht socisl intercoursc with artists. ko used tn
say thet of the recentions he used to holdl in vcacetime, he cnjoy»d most
the evenings with artists., The Germen artists, nn thoir art, woerc awvarc
of the fact that since 1933, ert in 8ll its ficlde hel bcon receivin: con-
sidorable encrura.cment. Rarcly hal architccts, —seinter:z, and sculotors

reccived so memy comnissinns, and rerely hef thoy been able to lead so
c‘rofrcc e 1lifec 28 they ¢Cid in the yeers from 193’-L t~» 193%. There has
arobably rerely born en art cxhibition like the annval onc in Iunich., It
wes visited by hundreds of thrusands of visitsrs from all wvaelks of life,
showinsg lively intorest, and it s0lC the objcets coxhibvited in record time.
The interest in the ste~c anl concerts -- not ercluding sorisus enc worth-
vhile serformances -- alsc reache’ & Cezgree in the Germeny of the yoars
before the war vhieh had never becn attaine’ before. This tromendous
umsvins benefited only thosc ertists vhn were willin: to accest the fre-
quontly nerrov-minded tutelese of the State, end thorefore, in the last
enalvsis, of Afolf Eitler. Tho cthers had no ¢hance of pHublic resnonse
en? success, end, with understanfadble ¢is.ust, either turncd their dacks
on tho Third Rcich ar rosi-nelly refreinel from all ertistic activities.

e, Family Relations

A charecteristic cxorestsion of the minute role vhich Hitler's
family »layed in his life is the fect that only in Sestomber 1945 Aicd I
come tn know ebocut the cxistence of Hitler's half-brother Alnis, althnuch
I hal been serving in EHitler's surroundirgs on and off for five yuars.
Actuelly he nover talkel in my cresence about this brother, who ownedl a
restaurant in 3erlin, and ho orobably ha. no rolations with him. Tho
relations with other membors of his family were, so far as I know, of a
very supgrficial nature, and bocems more so as time wont on. ‘hen, in
July 1936, I tnok over for the first time Dr Brendt's nlace as Fitler's
accommanyin;; sur;eon, ritler's sister, Frau Reubel, had alresiy relin-
quished mane-ement of the Ber.hef. Subsequently, I met her ané her
Gaughter Friedl only once. In later years, Fitler spolze only rerely »f
this sister, of whoso marria .c t6 Prof Hammitsch of Dresden he il nat
amrove, From vhat I hoard, occesinnally he corroes-ondced with his other
sister, Paula, in Vienna, bWut thet relatinonship was also suserficisl. I
saw this sister only once, on thc occesion «f Hitler's visit to Vicnne
in April 1938. XHis niece, Friedl Reubal, ~ot marrict beforre the wer end
moved tn Duesseldnrf. Eitler obviously hed very close relations with
her sister, Geli, who committol suicide in 1931. He never talked absut
her in the presence ~f norscns not very close to him, so that I didn't
hecar of her existence until Soptember 1945.

f. Zva Breun

Jva Braun wes barn about 1912 as the secnnd Ceu:hter nf a teacher
at a trate schonl in lunich. She ettenced a lyceum anl a convent schonl,
but ¢id not obtein a hich school dinloma. She then took a job with the
main office »f the Heinrich Zoffmenn Photo Firm, whoso owner introduced
her to Hitler abnut 1932. EHitler tenk e liking to the »rotty and lively
<irl, and frequently invited her and her younser sister Gretl to Berchtes—
sacen. This wes the starting -oint cf a fast-devcleoing reletionshin
besed on mutuel attachment enc confidence, which lackeé only officiel
sanction to be callel marrie.e, and which lasted without interruntion
un®¥il the death of both nartners, V
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Zve 3roaun wes »f mediws hei-ht, dloncte, blve-eyed, end Cefinitely
well built. Acenrding te -Honular stancarés, she was mHrotty, but her face
was rather inexsressive. She &new how to Gress well and vwith cood taste.

An exag-.erated venity obviously caused her to consider es her main task

in 1life the care of her bely end the —rocurement of an unusual variety of
clothes. It nrobably was the sreservation of her outverl espeesrance elso,
conbined with a desire for sleasant -Hastime, that accounts for her interest
in lon. walks, mountein-cliabin., and skiin... She vas rather intelli:ent
anl. quick in rejartee. Her character exhibitec few ploasa&t traits, she
bein. errocant, mondy, too nositive in her stetenonts, and solfish. Al-
thou.h she cellel herself in later yeers the mistress »f the Berchef,

and althouzh she wented teo be resdected as such, she claimed for herself
only the ri:hts of that nosition without ettencing to the Guties comnected
vith it, ¥ith the excention 'of EHitler, the wholc household hal to execute
her wishes, while she harlly cccudried herself at all vith the loc.in: enc
welfare of mersonnel on duty at the Berchnf, nor with the care of the zuests.
ith her personel wishes, and -articularly with her commplaints abrut failures
to fulfill these wishes, shc nade 1life rather miserable for the adjutants.
By invitin: nennle of her owm chrnice and by rejectin.: others, she naturelly
hal. consicerable influence en the compositicn of the comany at the Berghof;
conseguently, it wes her fault thet the spirituel end moral level of the
circle, cxcenting Hitler, wee frequently sharefully low.

“hcnever Eitler was nct at Berchtessecen, she lived a life nf com-
werative retirement in a suburven house in llunich, vhere her comany an—
marently was rcstricted to a cortein small circle. Froquently, she visitel
the theaters and movios, anf the rest of the cay was ->rovably occupied
with the besutician and the drzssmeker, as well as with a little li-ht
housakeeniny and readin:., She cave wy her job after she met Hitler.
Sumansodly he had demended of her that she .ive us ell work, althouch
she is seid tn have suffored freom the lack of dutics and t» heve com—
nlained about it. EHewever, aiainst tho sincerity of this vwr-e tn be
active stenls the fact that her activity was only ansiarcnt and temorary
vhen she resumed work with Zoffmann after the Ceclaration of wer.

“henever Eitler came to Yunich, he met Ive Zraun either in his

g artaent on Prinzresenten Platz or in her anartient vhich shc shared
with her sister Gretl. On his frequent triws, she ncver accompanied
him, unlecss it were from kunich to Berchtes.aden. In fact, he wes never
seen in public with her. During the war, she was not -ermittec to cone
to his headlquarters, but he callel her frequently by tclc:hone. In the
Chancellery in Berlin, twc rooms were sot eside for her only during the
last two years of the war. It is sursrising that uws to the collense,
nnly a few hundred seople in Germany -new vhat nart Zva 3raun had -slayed

Fitler's life., It cen be ¢X>lained only by the fact that all the
nersons wvho knew of the relationshin refreined from the usual gosei’ out
of respect for the Fuehrer

Hitler treatold Zva Braun with zreat resnect and consideration.

Befnre sitting dnwn t~ a mcal, the comdeny elways wmitod until the "lady
of the houseM had crme, evon if she were & little lato. 3etting u» from
a meal, Hitler inveriebly kissod her hand. Ee treated Ler as a lely at
all timcs, and exnected the mon »f his entourage to &o likewise. If
occasinnally he made fun of her vanity, her -ositivenoss, or other wesk-
- nesses, he 7id it in a friendly, inoffensive wey. The "Sie" and "Mein
Fuehror" used by them in the beginning whenever stran ers were -rcsent

was reslaceC durin. the last yecars, even in lar:e circles, by the intimate
L L '

The questinn arises of what induced Hitler to :rent this -1irl a
nosition next to him, and wvhother his inner 3erson911ty would not have
develo:ed diffgrehtlv had he found the woman of stature so much desired
for him by millions of Germans. From nersonal remarks he nade, one

gathered that he was nerfectly aware of Zva Braun's shortcominfs, al-
tbnu h it can be doubtod that ht had many occasions for coimarisnn with
Germen women represontins suseriority of mind and charactcr. His niece,
Geli Raubal, with whom evidently very close tics had connected him, is
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said to heve been such a wemen. It 28y be that hor wmemory, continually

a11ve in nis heart after her Ceath, oxcludeld the >ossibility of another
zaen of superior gualitios ever nlaying a similar role in his life,

Lt may be also that he took the view that a nman nf hi:h standirg should

10t tie himself to a su)crinor women. Be that as it may, it wes s robably

almnost cxelusively a sensual and ssthetic attraction thet he felt for Eva.

He also seoms to have rocninizoed gratefully her cdesire to ive hin the

illusion of & home, if thet was at all »ossible, considerlnb his nnce

of life.

That 3va Brour lovel Fitler with Ceep Cevotion cen be considered
certain. In return, she had tn code with thu menifold difficulties anc
srivations caused by hcr nosition. Deswite the external luxury, thero
must have lacked a commlete fulfillment of her hones; she hardly ever
zave the immression of bein. haspy. SJven in naacctinc, Fitler could svend
anly four or five months of the year with her, and then his timoe ves
talton upy se much that thore was little left for her, Althouch she was
treatcl solitely and ressectfully by 211, she must, guitc naturelly, have
fclt the ambi.uity of her »asition. “'hether she herself wanted children,
I ¢~ not know; ir any casc, they were dernied her. Froguently, Hitler ex-
wressed his re.ret that conditions denied him the ha»sniness of having
children of his owvn, One can well imasine how ceesly he felt this, when
~ne considers his -Hleasure in children end the skill with vhich he treated
thenm. 3ut since he would not make .ive his wife in the osen, and since
ille.itimate children would have destrnyed his ..rcatiness in the eyes of
the German s¢orle, hée was forced to renounce this jersonal heopincss,
Zesices, he vas of the onininn that the talents of the children ~f _reat
men usvally ¢o nnt equal thosc of their peronts, so that the obli.ation
of the name frequently mekos life very @1ff1cu1t for them.

I+t is absolutely certein that Eitler wes faithful to Zva Braun,
His method of livin: vadc undetected deviations iimyossible; also, drubts
about her ficelity were never exyrossed.

thether Hitler, as has bceen affirmed, had his rcletions with Zva
lesalizcd shortly befeore their cramon death, is actvally of no irmortance
fer the jud ment of the tvo Hersocnalities. It is very well »Hossible that
Sva, despite the sensclessness of the action, took advantase of the very
last moment in order to ensure officiel recocnition from -osterity as
the women in Eitler's 1life, Since the obstacles for her reco.mitinsn had
by then been renoved, the situatinn bein. homeless, it cen be ima;sined
that Hitler fulfilled this lest wish of hers, no matter how unimortant
the natter must have been to him at that moment.

IDva Braun probably nover had any influence on -olitical affairs,
anl. she alweys avrided vHolitical discussions. Hitlor ..encrally &ic¢ not
think much of the nolitical ané intellectual camabilities of women, &0
that his decisions could never have been influcnced by vomon tn any great
extont., Ive did not even succced in shaking the nosition of men in his
entouraso whom she disliked, like Gen Schmundt ané Prof koroll. Never-
theless, her naturc, her sunerficielity, and her lack of real cheracter
could not altescther fail to have their effect uson Zitler, corsiderine
their long clnose esq001at10n. The question then forces itsclf udon the
zind. vhether this man's &Lcart, cheracter, and faith in humenity vould
not have develnved and cxoresscd themselvos in an elto;ot wr different
vayr, had fate siven him es a commanion in ve kraun 's »lace a woman of
surerior character and nind.

7. ZHévsinzer: Hitler as a kilitery Leedor

Hitler was born at thc southeastern border of the Keich,and he ;rew
w2 under rather —~dest conditions. ke spent his youth uxclus1vely in
Southern Gormany and Austria.  He was a sc¢lf-made and sclf-taucht man in
all fields, oparticularly in the military field., He owed his successes
Srimarily te his will nower, which overcame all obstacles.

These foundati~ns of origin and development of his -ersoneslity had
a determinings influence wyon hln
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As a Southern German, the character »f the North and its representatives
were alier to him. Ho had chcson Frederick II as his ideal, and he recnemized
the achievecments of the North under Bismerck's leadershis, but I doubt if
he ever came closc to unéerstanting of the Yorth. In the military ficld,
this lack of understandin. rcsulted in his unconscious rcjection of those
militery leaders whn were of North Germen ~rigin, and e Gistrustful attituce
trwards them. iien like von Fritsch, von Breuchitsch, von Kleist, von Bock,
von lanstein, ven ¥luge, ctc. were not to his likine. They ton roiarded
h13 as o strancer. They wore never close to him, espocially since they

helonzed to a stratun of socioty cdifferent frem his. TYe €id not fecl
their equal vhen desling with them ené, therefors, trcatcd them harshly
and vithout esnsideratinne Besides,_as a self-tauﬁht nen, he hed to
hnll his ~round with thesc "leerncd zonerels®™ and could not ri¢ himself
nf a feeling of inferinrity, »r ot least of insecurity, for a long time.
His »ride in being a sclf-made man causel him to think little of all
scientific work, which in the military field is the desic Coctrine of
the Gonerel Steff. This disresdcct turncd into-a veritablo hatref of the
General Steff as timc went ~n, and it wes 2cain 2 result of Eitler's carcer.
Thus hc overestimated will -ower as ~maoscl to reality. Ee, whose will
sower hel elways dbroken resistance, sew himself confrented in the General
Steff Corns with & .:rouy of Ciswessi~nate officers, whe, without ninimizing
tho factor »f hunan will sover, were tryin; to orcserve an attitude of
sobriety towerds cepebilitics and 3n331b111t105 within reach. His distrust
of tho Genersl Staff ané the officers trained by it incrcased during the
first years of the war because his successes after 1536 had been achioevad
aceinst the warnings of the Zi.h Commané and the General Staff,

It scems t0 mc that rarcly has na ure combinel greater contrests in
e men as it di¢ in Hitler. Deorending upon the ain he wanteod to achieve
at the moment, one or the othor of the followin, character treits deminated:
severity or .entleness; audacity or mHrudence; trust or distrust; sober
calculatinn or abendnnment to illusions; tcascity ~r hesitation; stubbnruoness
or flexibility. EHe was umrrcdictable, and thorefore, unfathomeble.

He »ossessaed a clever, encly®ging mind, & quick nowver of comnrchension,
oronouncel. vathematical .-ifts, & rere memory, ant e clear rcco-nition of
the essentiel, Added to this was en astonishing oratory telent. All
these qualities towscther provided him with a superiority in discussion
so »ronounced that even .;enerals as quick-witted as von Bock and von Man-
stoin were no match for him, Host of the time, he undorstond immediately
the aim bchind a »erson's rerort and vas able to nresent his own point
of viow in such & logical, concise, and irrefutable way that the ov»onent
had to concede defeat. He did nnt hesitate to exo: erate or even use
untruths in nrder t» wrove his contentinns, and he chosc thoso »oints
which he know his op-onent @id not master., He was aided in this by his
suserior memory and his zift to simplify all >roblems. In this way, he
im>resscd »Heomle all the more. If, deswite all his lavors, he felt thet
he hat not convinced his chwonont, he would introduce Holitical or econnaic
ar;uments int~» the military discussion which the soldicr was not in e
nnsition to refute. For instonce, he ar-ucd for holdins on t~ the Crimee,
for lecaving Army Groun Nord before Lvnlngrpé eand for recteinings the Nikoosl
brid;chead, otc. by nointin:; out politicel considerations in connectinn
with Lurkcy and Finland as wecll a8 economic necessities. In Autunn 1943,
he immeciately sasw throush the attempt of four ficld marsh~ls to obtain
fr~m him a changc of rosaon31b111t1cs in the highest cchelons. 3Before
the mershals had a chance to sudmit their rcﬂsons he evadced the discussion
by arsuing that only he himsclf was in & position to view all the nolitical
and cconomic wroblems connccted with the opneratlions on the Hastorn Front.
In this manner, he succeeded in carrying ~ut his orsanizational »lens
a.ainst all opposition by ->resenting & surpsrisin.: number of statistics
from memory, and thus ronderine the cpponents helnloss. His dialectic
power and cleverness were comchﬁcnted by a su - estive power to vhich
especially week charactors succumbed very qulckly. I could enumerate
nany cases wherc e rovorting official hed left Hitler in a state of in—
toxication, so to sneak, only to:realize thc next Gay that he hed fallen
victim to dialectics. 3Even foreign motentates and .icncrals, who most
certainly were in no way suborcinate to Hitlor, experionced this, On
numerous occasions, the reporting official did not, deshito the most
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logical and 3erfcct arguments, succeed because he could not achieve a
mersconal contect with Eitler; Hitler thon would either cease tn listen or
shut the official wp comletely. In order tn ‘achiove tho greatest possible
effects of his nwn suzgestivo power, and possibly in order to increase
his self-confidence, Eitler ﬂruferrcﬁ 8 not toc small audience whenever
such resorte had to be male. Frequently he decided in edvance who was to
ettond. He needed the aryiroving nods and the faces of his audicnce ox-
sressing aporoval. Above all, he neefed them vhercver he had nnt yet
‘come to a decision. I have w1tnesse6 scesia:8 where he obviously had nnt
yet arrived at e clear ceccision; he vas feelin: his vay arouné cauvtiously
in the beginning, slowly convincing himself in a long smecch accnmoenied
by si;ms sf e-yravel froa his eudience, until at the end, he nronounced
his irrevoceble Cecision. Gocduels once t0ll Gen Zuitzler that nnc couléd
et somevhere with Hitler only by talking with him in -rivete. This
advice was ebsolutely ri-ht. Hitler ¢id not likec a tctc-a~tetc ¢iscussinn,
but he 4ié not evnid them altc:.ether. “hon all his powers of suzecestion
and conviction &id not load to the desired success, he would finally use
his authority as thc head of tho State end Commanéer 1n Chief and ive

a dircct order. But in thosc cases, I think, he Cid not fcol satisfied
with himself. I know of cascs where he tried a:ain and a.ain, elthouch
he had finished the vholc matter by .iving en order, to convince the
Chicf of Staff that he wes followin.. the rizght coursc.

Hitler was unpreCictable, depenent wron monds and physicel well-
being like any other HOrson. 1Trecp.a.ently he wes gontls and acepteble, but
most of the timec he wes storn end sven brutal, increCidbly tenacious in
cliniing to his views, becoming progressively stubvorn,and given 7 11—
lusions. Basically, hc nay have been a sensitive artistic nersonelity
who,. through trcomendcus will sowsr, had mensged to cloek himsalf wish en
armor of harshness and inflexibility. He becane the men cf action and
will -yower consciously, rcalizing that only thus would he be eble to attain
his chosen goal, \Durin. = discussion, nsdbosdy could forcsec vhether it
would be hell in e normel stmososhere or whether it would leed to one of
his much~f&iscussed fits of anscr. These fits develoned vory suddenly
and quickly, lasted scme time end, with repcated relasses, slackenod.

On these occesions, Hitleor shouted at the ton of his voice and used
strong, but usually not abusivo lanuece. He frecuently lost himself in
vnfounded accusetions and -artisl criticism. His bchavior was that of
extreme excitement; during the stzff mceetings, he wovlé flin.; -»encils

on the teble and -ace back and forth in excitement. I vas »Hresent at
soveral of these incidents. The cutbursts were dissracefwl. Vhether
Eitler himself becanc awere afterwerds of his unci;nificd behevinr I dn
not 'mow. As far as tho eudicnce was cnncornoed, it could only weit
silently until the ,oxcitcmont had subsicded so e8 not to meke matters
worsc, In contrast to this ho could occesicnelly be accessibdle, ureteful
for advice end tonder~heartod, I remcmber some sccasions vhen he ves
still stru.-lincs for a decision and acrced gladly and in rclief t~ su.-
sestions that facilitetced his decision, I even fcol thet this human
sice of his mersonality sheuld heve been teken into account by his: cn-
touraze more often; much could have been echigved this vey. One thing,
howover, no remortin: officiel cruld ever ¢o, metch his own obstinacy
with Hitler's in front of an smdicnce, The rosults would e disastrous.
In such cascs, only the tcte-a~tete Ciscussinn enuld be rccommended.
Concerning his harshness and tonacity, Hitler froguently went beyont the
limit of the rcasnnable, csnecially near the end of the war. The conduct
of the war in the Zast is a porfect oxemplo of this. Ho had adooted at
that timo certain military Coctrinoes which he would not abandon dCS?lto
all warnines and bitter cxyoricnces. This harshness, Ceveloping froquently
into brutelity, wes ao arent alsn in an increcasin. mcasurc in his actions
a-ainst officers who, i1 desporation, haed disrciarded ordors and acted
in@enendently. This tcnacitJ in, holdlnh on to his aims, conbined with
his will powor, czusel him in an ever increasing mcasure to wender from
the field of stark reelity into the realm ~f illusions. Particularly
aftor 1942, he dicd not went to see the truth enyaore, ent construed for
himself a ->icture of the situation corresronling to his wishcs. EHe neo-
locetel consciously 211 ar.waeats not fitting into this »Hicture. For
insteance, in 1943 anc 194Y, he bolieved guite seriously in the imminent
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exheustion »f tho Russians, enl willfully overlookzed all calculations of
the Goneral Staff., He belioved in the -ossidility of Cefering the Stalin-
sreé wosition until the timc that relief could be brought u» in iarch 1943
(at the sarliest); he considered it pnssidle to defond tho Crimee, the
Donets ’a51n, the 3altic aroas, the Seleran brid: wchoal, and to relieve
Bulenest, end all this in the fece »f stem facts contredicting him. I

believe that he fled inte the realn of illusinns bcceusce he sew the
catestromhe amroaching, -not todeuse it wes 2 way out end he felt that
he “ust nnt lese his coura.c. Ea é¢istrusted all thosc vho could not
frllowr him int~ the reslnm of illusions, who were torn by doubts enc
scruslos, and wh~ knew the end wes coming. This distrust was very -»ro-—
nounced. with hi . There has hordly beon enyboly in wvhom ho hed crmlete
c nfidence. The smalleost cccasion wuld arousc his distrust. However,
the disammointmonts he exmericnced from his chesen ¢slleboraters an the

resultinc susqicinns cive riso to serinus {oubts concerning his know-

1bc r¢ of humen naturc. It scers to me that his misteke was t~ jud e

pic “le b the first im:ression they made w~n him, thus julzing them by
1nst1nct. Sometiies he hit woon the rirht men, dbut froguontly he choso
aersons abs~lutcly wnfit for the job. He wes oftpn token in by s~me~ne's
Caryser beering, zrod looks, an( conscicusly coxhibited ontinism.

Fitler's militery knowlodge was vesod on his familiarity with nilitary
history, his »swn oxireriences furing “orld “Jar I, his -ronounced technicel

gifts, certain military doctrines he hal edoated, and the nsycholo.icel
wnderstondin. »f the comnon soldicr. :

do lacked the thorsugh militery knowledge geined throu;h hard work,
the indissensable tool of cv;rv military leceder. 3Hc had nover even tried
to acquire it throuih stuly. IZe had real the worlks »f Frolorick the Greet
Nepoleon and lialtke, but had not worked his way throuch them from the
point of view of a Genoral Steff officer. Consequently, he hed nrt suc-
cecCed in monetrating into tho deeper streta of militoary thinkin . As
a result, it is not sursrising that he arrived fregqueontly at vrone con-
clusions, This sugerflclal 'movlced. e of military history was. comslemented
by his swn exveriences durin: torld Yar I, but those tno were one-sided:
he had knswa only the war of vositlon in thu “lest, anéd that only from the
s0int of view of tho commen soldier. EHo could not but lack the under-
stencing for the bi. »icture. He remembered vividly frem thet time how
conCitinns at the front were, and what was on the infantryman's mind.
However, this knowloed:c of conditions et the front was not sufficicnt
anynore for the anelysis »f the altn.,ether differcnt conditions in this
wer. In the besinning, he tricd to gein seme knowlod ¢ on the state of
affairs at the front throu‘“ occasi~neal Hcrsonal visits, end later throuch
reperts by front-linc officers. However, bath »f thosc systoms could nnt
prevent his 1nss nf contoct with the front. As ' rosult, he ;reduelly
lost control of the guelity and cemabilitics ~f the instruient he was
comnancineg,

Hitler had a thornugh Imowled.ce of the tochnical ficld. Eo knew
veennons end their offects in cvery deteil, end in nany casos hc knew
then better than his wcnersls. His excollent memnry ove hin a .ord ad-
venta.o in this res-ect. XHo alse had the ima-ination ncccessary to be
ahoved of new éevclo>ﬂeats anc. was, consequently, in & -Hosition to make
frequont suzsestinns. ) i

On the other hand, hec lacked all intercst in the treining of the
scldier. He bClleGQ that it could be ‘reslaced to a ler .o decree by
arral cualities. This criainal ne.lect of training robloos in the ATy
Coring the wer led to cver iucressin: losscs after 1942,

In questions ~f disciuline 2lse, he tonCed ton nuch toverds the
iCeal concestion of a ciscinline basal won comzon volition and thinkinz,
Later on, he hal t~ realize that ~nly irnn comyulsion and. cate.rrical
orcers car hnld the trooss together in Qifficult situations.

In the tectical ficld he had adrted certain axinons, »artly stemming:

fron his own front-line exsericnces, nartly basol. on our tecticel doctrine,
but alSO certly ferived from the -1isunderst~od arincinles and theories of
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sreat nilitery fi.mres. Some »f these axinms contrivutel to the unfoing

of the German Army after 1943. They culmineted in the following thescs:
cofcnse in the .iest has te be carried ocut rigidly, with no niece of ground
“iven um voluntarily, since cnly in this mannor con the Russisns be ex-
hausted; each salient must be held tn the last in these opcrations: this
~lan tics us hnstile forces and nblies the enemy to ¢enloy his memmower;
ény retreet undermines the marale of the tronss; any construction of seconfary
Ffefonsc wositirng weekons tho will ~f the trcops in front of them tc resist.
igh thesc theoriecs, he ordere’ the ri:id cxecution of the wer in the Leet
after the end of 1942, which rosulted ir the ennihilatisn of scores of
Germen divisions, This rigic¢ dcfense did not exheust the Russiens, but e
exhausted ourselves. ~o tied 2own our owm farces in sclicnts, while the
Ruscians hac freedom of movenent. 4 wrejered retreat would not heve becn
Cetrimentel to the mérale of the troecns, while a rctreet frreed upon

therr by the eneny was Gangercus. The construction of scenndary defense
sositions is & necessity,anc their ne lect is e crime of the military
leader. It vas alweys impossible te meke ditler comprehond ell these
rensons omoasel. to his own theories. Ee wasn't even avarc of his nistakes
vhen his tactics failed, He exdyleincd thes as the feilures of the military
lealers end the tr~ns., He safheret to thesc thenrics, en® he wes certain
he wes doin: tho richt thing, and could not be convincel thet he wes wron.,
I freguently felt that he mi~sht be exmectin the tice t~ turn by s-ne
interventisn from above, vhich would sudfenly -rove that he vas ri.ht after
all. At eny rete, his stubbhornness became incroesin.ly incormrohcnsible,
an?. justified d~ubts about his sanity. -

As & whnle, it must be seid that Hitler's militery Imovled e was thet
of & self-teusht man end, cocnscquently, suserficisl. Ead he listened to
his a’viscrs, events mi:cht have teken a different turne Zc a2lsn possessed
annther charecteristic of the sclf-tauzht, nanely to consider hinself end
his views infallidle., It may alsn be that he folt it was incormatidle
with his »ositi~n »f suthority ¢t~ adnit mistakes enc make his Cecisinns
aceortin-ly. X

Becavse of this, Fitler's methnds of leedershiv werc neturslly stron:ly
influcnced., They werc domirated by threc leadin; »rincinles:

a. Divids endé crnguer. Thore shnuld not be ton ruch nower for eny
single nerson. It must be mossidle to wlay one men a~einst the »ther.

b. Tistrust everybedy.

c. Cnnficence in bhis own militery ebilities and the conviction that
only he was ca—able of masterins 8ll rrodlenms,

The reasons for these ideas origimated in Hitler's carocer, shyecificelly
the fact thet he was solf-teu. ht, end his successes since 1936. The con-
Scouences were terridble. The first prinmciple, divice and conguer, lod to
the imyossiblc com and structurs where reeponsibilitios were divided be-
tveen as meny cersons as »ossible, so that no one merson had a comlete
view. =is Cistrust of everycnec resulted in the constent chen.e of com-
menlers of army srowsrs and armies., But ebave all, this distrust, com—
bined with the confidenco in his own abilities, climineted the 0l2 Hrincinle
of lecadershi) in tho field. It hal been e custcrary and tosted methnd in
the Gernan Army to tell the suborfinate coammender in an order what to
do, leaving it to him hnw to do it. Under Eitlor's leacdershin, this wes
chenzecs, From his hizh Hosition he srderecd how thin-s were to be cdone in
all ceteil, thus “errivin: tho commencers of all incderendence end frecdonm
of action. In nther words, hc led the zisantic fronts the wvey ore leacs
a2 rceoiment. 3Becauso he concentreto& a mage of little deteils, Eitler lost
his jud.ment of the situvaticn as & whole. The Aifficvlty wes further
au-mented. when commanders of arny or~uns, otc. would not shoulder the
resnhonsibilities of sny biy decisinn . It wes showvn in “forld “ar I that
the —wower ~f the leafers is bounl tn increase in the course of lon..
var, but under Hitler it was carried bevond bearablc linaits.

Count Schlieffen, the Gormon Chief nf Staff before “Iarlc. Yer I, once
said that only "a dron of Snlozon's anointin: ¢il" could ordein o2 men to
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be & zreat -cneral. Xe wantel. to inlicate throush this worc the operetive
sserk, the intuitive semsitivity ensbling the ceneral to do the right
thing in every situation without long reflection; this is & gift bestowed
»n very few men. Hitler 3id nnt vpcssess this spark, but he Cid have ool
oserative =ifts. He could frequently find instinctively the rizht solutinn
of a =roblem. For instance, ho had conceivel the olen for the cemoaim

of 19%0 in the “est a1l bv himeslf, and ha? discussol it aftervards with
van _anstein and Falder, whe had similar idees avout it. Frequently,
though, his mmerstive idoas werc ebsurd. =is reflcctions werec strongly
influenced by the frllewin: facteors:a belief in his intuitinn, @ tencency
t~ enter the reelm of illusi~ns, bold plennin., anc froguent ne.lect of
time, snace,end forces available.

hrouch the belief in his intuition and abdandonaent to illusions, he
had areseﬁted the sitvation to himself accoréin. to his hones, desires,
and intentions. He took vy evidly any ersurent which tgndod tno confirn
his wicture, cven the most insi. nificent one, He rejected any objections,
evon the most woichty oncs, &s insicnificant if they ¢id not fit into his
picture. Thus, he Qic what 2 military leader must anever Go, he ebanc.oned
tho firm foundation of rcality end doceiveld himself with & nmire e, I
shell namc only & few oxemmples of this: the mira e of the cisintegratin,
Soviet—in lo-Americen coalition; his ooinion of the Russisn ermed forces
in 1940 anc efter 1943; the Stelinsrad illusion; the Caucesus dresm; the
sicture of the situation in the Crimea and in the North in 19Ll; the hope
for a success in the Ardennos; the mirace of & Golivercd Bucapest cte.
It is obvious thet the nore difficult the situation bocenc, the more he
tended tnwerds illusions.

“hen, hewever, he was able to Hlen frecly and weich carefully all
ooeretinnel »ossidilitics, ho elways displeyed a largc measure »f tacticel
boléness, The camoai.ms in Norwey, in the "est in 1940, am? in the Belkeans
are cxamles ~f this, However, boldness was frequently &nparent only in
the slannings. In the executi~n ~f the plan, he leveloned & -reat measure
of caution, He ¢id nrt vant to teke any risks, hesitated, and ordered
oporatisns to be stooned. Dunkirk in 1940 enéd Loninsrad in 1941 are
cxamyles nf his interferencc with oseratinns wherc tho rosults were -ravc.
Ec vas nremered tn zive w» Narvik tnn, dbut the British discontinued the
meration first.

Above £11, he lacked the vnderstandins far conrdinatinn of amerational
aims, forces available, sHace,and time,

. . -

All in 211, Hitloer posse=sod & «ood military talont, thoush nnt the
divine spark, Eec lackod the military education, espccially ite doctrine
of confidence in profossionally schooled advisors and subordinate com-—
mantors. ‘

&, Linmjert: Impressions of Zitler

I aa of the ooinion that Hitler, fro:- about 1934 on, was possessed
by & kind of exac erated faith in himself, e kind of .lessiah~commlex, I
saw Eitler for the first tinc in 1926, and talked to hia for the first
timo in 1929.  In those coaferences, I was struck an? irmoressed by the
quality which mede him so impressive, that quiet clarity which one ex~
pects in a .reet versonality. Later, in 1934, durin.. tho Rochm revolt,
1 was struck by his torrifyin. state of oxcitement., I hosed then that
this wee an oxcontional occurronces However, I was mnrc and more stertled
to scc that, »rogressively, hc wouil resent being contradicted or even
criticized. During the confercnces I had with him, I could see thet he -
had oreconceived opinions; thet it was sonscless to ;ive hin a report in
order to find out his opinion ebout it, He had alrcady made up his mind,
and. would have been offonded if one hadn't followed hin, This eonviction
of his own infallability expleined to me the otherwiso inexpliceble eom-
position of his entourasze, They were good enough for court jesters, but
not for service as closest collaborators of e creoat statesmen., I hav
: o B
. 1
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al-mys becn tryin: to find the nsycholn.ical key to his actions, ancC ceme
t~ consider him -osscsscl. with the idea of beins Cestined to acenomrlish
s~ething extraosrdinary®.

I had the feolins thet he tried to dete ceverythin: from the day of
kis accossinn t» wower. Thet is showm, for exemsle, in the fect thet he
€id net shaw any intercst in Prussian tredition, irnticated by the ebnlitinmn
~f tho olf .uvard recizeats. Taeir olace wes teken by SS .vard units. In
slace of the Corss of Cadets there wore the ACnlf Zitler schonls. Fe was
énnoyod by the fact that Prussia, in eontrast to Savaria, had a long-
stanling tradition, which is why hc wes not intercstol in it. Ha was 2
Seuthern Gorrer in his whole ncntel meke-ud, and he certoinly felt better
ent. orc at heme when he was in Scuthern Germany. This is inciceted by
the fact thet he soent much more time there then in the North.

9. Riccke: Hitler anc A-riculture

Zitler's nprinery intcrests in agriculture werc provleas involving
fool sus2ly, and scconderily, the deteils of mechenization. He looked
uwpon this situstion with tho cousumer's Hoint of view. His speeches on
the occasinn of the sunuel Thouks iving rallies oun the Succkeberg were
thercfsre not nnly cxoressions of retitude’t~ the faraers for their ac-
comslishaents durins tho pest year, but also apnoals for on increasc in
srouction. (Incifentally, these rallies were organized by the idnistiry
for Public Znlightenncnt and Propaanée,ent not by the kKinistry of Fool.
anc. Asricwlture,) Influenced by Ley, Hitler viewed ghe development of tho
Volksschleover (stoncard troctor) as the first and forcmost mcens of lowerin
tho cost of »roduction. However, it was not wnderstood that for the »ro-
fitoble use »f the trector, the lend on nany farns nusi be rearortioned
2nl amclioreted., As far as I kuow, Eitler know nothin.; about the roblex
that would arisc frrn snlittings the land wp int» warcasecnably smell plots,
2 »roblem sn decisive in Southern, Southwestern snd “estorn Cermany.

Durin: the wer, Eitler's intcrest was liaitced coven iore than bofore
to nroblems dealing solely with fond sumly. 3IZIvery chane in rotions hal
to be submitted to him, ~nd in anst crses, rojortod on in detail. On
theso occcasinns, Fitlor cofton ‘went into the minutest details. In his
snceches during the wer, e ricvlturc wes nentionced only bricfly cormarcd
with ficlds of much less immortonce. ‘It &id nnt roccivo uch cratitude
or recco-mition. Durin the last two yeoars, Eitler is suyosod to have
statcd meny tirmos that he did not heve tn worry about o riculturc, since
he felt he enuld trust Bacie commletely.

Another »~f Hitloer's charscteristic traits wes that wicn sny con—
troversy on the use of a.ricvltural land for non-agricultural purposes
w8 subaitted to hin, he presumptively Cecided acainst the »rotesting re-
»rosontatives of acriculture. This was the case ovon vhen less valuablo

Jlené could have be n uscd, as in the casc of the Volkswa.ren factory in
Fallerslchen, o

If one has some knowled..e of Eitler's mersonality, his lack of under-
stending for egsricultural »roblems is not surprising. Zis habits —-
stayin, up en® workin: until latc at ni. ht, the latec stort of his workin
dey, ant his nejleet to oxercisc in the open air —— are oll unpeasantlike
qualities. Kis nein intorests wore in the architcctural, artistie,
tcechnicel, and, osnecially duriag the war, military ficlds. I do not know
of onc instence when Eitler insjected & farm noarly as thoroughly as en
ert exhibit or an avtomobile factory. He let the asricultural lesders
alonec as lonc as their actious dicd not interferc with other fiolds which
he considered more urgent, but he &ic not use his nower to the bonefit of
axriculture. It was for:this reasnn that aqricultpfo wvas forced into the
backzroynd in decisive matters. lnrenver, the léadin@ mersonalitics of
the Partv, Hess, as wcll as Soraann and Lay, saw in aér&culturn Just & grous
°f scntinentalists who alweys wantod special trontient for themselves.

* Dr ricrell ren~rts that Fitler had reneatedly said, "I shell bec~re the

§reatest ran in histary. I have to gttain imrortality, even if the whele
Gerran neti~n nerishes in the -rocess,"
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10. Schaidt: Hitler ~nd Foreisn Visitors

¥Yhenever Eitler rcccived foreisn visitors efter 1935, the Foreiim
Offico Getriled me tn nct as his interpreter or sccretnry, cxcent in cases
when the visitnrs were military leaders. I used tc arrive with these fuests
ot Eitler's henlgouarters at Berchtesgaden snd leave with them as scon as
the nectin. wes Sver, s8n that I had little or nn onsortunity of seeing Hitler
alone or sﬁcaking t» him in the absence of his forei:m ;uests. liy nersonal
irsressions of him are,therefeore,almost exclusively dravn from his behavinr
in the »resence nf forei;mers. I have little infornmation absut his attitude
in his relations with his Geruen edvisors and frioncs.

I have always found it immossible to ‘explain his cnignatic personality
eithor to myself or to others, excent by resorting to the oxpedient of do-
fining him as a case of s»lit »orsonality. There scemcd to be no othor
vay of accounting for the inexplicebdle contrasts vhich menifostol them—
selves in his words and actions.

There was on the snc hand the 'wind-hearted, well-ciucated, art-loving
man; the histcrian, strategist, and Hhilosonher with an estonishing know-
lecC..c of’ the technical end cconomic »roblems, who could be a charning
host and who trested not only his suests, but ~lso his advisors encd sub-
ordinates with creat courtesy and ceonsideration. 3ut there weas also encther
Hitler, the dbrutel, ruthless, self-asnointed supreme judsmc of the Geraen
seonle; the man of 30 Junc 1934, the inhunan fenatic, who mersgcuted his
encmies with rclentless hatred and -ursued his anliticel or stratesgic
idcas regariless of the cost in human suffering eané matorial destructiong
the cternel amatour vho stubbernly refused to have his cwm -sreconceived
views essentially influcncel by expert experience; thc man of sersonal
arestizo who believed himsclf to be a man of destiny and turned out to be
the azent of Germeny's destruction.

In ny personal contacts, I was chicefly concerneé with the firet Hitler,
the nerfoct zentleman, cetching only occasinnel glimses, narticulerly
Curing the later years of tho ver, of the inhumen esnects of his strange
cheracter. Thesc asmccts someotimes revealed themselves throush an im-
naticnt ~esture or & fow oxplosive words uttered with a strikin. sudden-
ncss as if, for & s»1lit sccond only, & veil wore bein.: torn away from a
normally well-camouflascl. picture, reoresenting a fantastic and unreel
landscane on an~ther plenot in the swrernatural twilisht of the outer
universec.

Anart frrm these nassing moments, there wes nothing unususl a2bout
fitler's behavior in thc nroscnce nf his forei:m visitors. He received
thes: as any other head of o ~overnment woulc welco:ie delegates from enother
country. If therc wes a differonce, it was the ebscnce of formalities.

In the nectings at which I was -resent, there wore no ansry scenes, no
outbursts end no sheuting, as it was so often descrived in the international
aress.  Jverythin: was rather gquiet an? conversctionel. Eitlor nnly raised
his veice nceesionally to ermhasize particuler points, or when he imarined
himsclf acdressins an abscont nerson wh~ micht »nesibly bo one of the major
cnemies. 3But the moments when his temper carricd hia eway were comarsatively
rare, anc passed quickly. The 1an in the conference ron: wes indeed very
different from the hoarse-voiccd, scroamin.. nlatform sncaker or the broad-
caster in his meore vulger cutbursts, Ome rather resarkedlo feature, however,
ves the fact that Zitler wes nct a very :ood listenor. KHe ¢ic most »f the
talleing himself anc more often than nnt indul.ed in lensthy accounts of
cither the history of FWationel Socielism or nost-var Cevelopments as they
affectel Germeny, besinnin. with the Trecty ~f Versailles, and endin,:

with his own advent to power end his achievenents Curing the time of his
-overnwent. Yhat he said on such occasions was more or less identicel

wvith whot he kesrt revwceting over and over azain in -ublic speceches, These
end other tonies of & goneral character inveriebly formel the firet nart

of any cenversation, -norticvlarly in the years before the outbreak of the
wor. It was elmost like an obsessisn, It .nes vithout sayin: that his
favorite sudjects, likc the Jows or tho cdeficioncics of the demscratic
recimes, werc &lso introfucoed at one momont ~r the other ond dealt with

ot some length. Thus it hassensd that the business of the neeting wes
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not teken wy until the time ellntted for the visit was almost over. 3ad
timing end en elmost comrletc lack of debating discinline were characteristic
of most of thesec interviews, vhich were far more in tho nature of & ninjature
Sportspalest mecting whore Hitler spoke and the audience kept quiet or
recistered asreement, than of a ~enuine exchenge of opjinions. Dissenting
viecws were either ignored or resented. Like all dictotors, Eitler was con~
stitutionally & pocr partner in debate as well as in an allience ~r in &
woliticel agreement, because the qualities of martinershin enc compromise
would heve been more of on obstacle than en aid in his risec to the heed

nf an eutheritsrian mrvement. The lack nf these gqualities exslains both

his earlier success and his ultimate d~rvmfall.

However, this methnd of unilateral conversation often nroduced the

desired effect. It left the visitor more or less deenly imsressed, for
2lthoush Fitler was an unsatisfectory debating nartner, he vas an ex—
cellent renorter of his nwm theories, It was obvious to all whn listened
to him that he must have carefully considered the narticular -Hroblen
under discussion and studied ell its asnects very carefully. e had all
the fisuree and facts at his fingertins and sroduced his erguments at e
mraent's netice frem an enserently ebundent knowled.e of the subject. At
such mcients, there secmed t» be nothin: srtificial about his reasoning.
Bverything emneared t2 be plousidle end nerfectly logical. Thus his
listoeners came under his spell, which was enormcusly enhanced by the con—
trast between his imressisn of relative normality at interviews,and the
Gistorted versio s of his character made by his faneticel followers and
anti-Hitler nronesende. This immression wes due chiefly to his brilliesnt
phrasing of the more technical prblems of economic, -olitical, and nili-
tary iiportance.. Eis litness nften ceused greet, if only temporery con-
viction, On these cccasions, the losicel anc »Hlausibdble thinkin. he dis-
»leyed wes in direct contrast to an exposition of his theories nn the
roeisl issue or the Anglo-Saxon world, which were too widely diversent
from the .enerally accentel truth to be accented even in the mst ec—
commlished »nd alluring contoxt. In the latter cese, the fromous soell
renained ineffective, while it menifested itsclf very distinctly end
visibly in the former. For instence, lMussolini had sent Count Ciens to
Berchtessaden in Auzust 1939 to warn Hitler not to furnish a nretext
for var to the war moncors of the estern Democracies by excessive Co-
nends on Poland, After he had veliantly defended his-father—in-law's
opinion for twenty-four hours, Ciano broke cCown under Zitler's s>ell,
and his brilliant dobating »owcr desertod him. On the sccond day, he
t2olc his leave of Hitler saying that the German Chanccllor, who had
been right sn often when Itely had had differont views, could nnesidbly
be rizht this time elso when he wrophesied thet ncither dnglond nor
Frenco would go to were I mention this es one of the rost remerkeble
enc trazicel cases of Fitler's sstonishing influonce on his visiters.
On the other hand, I &n nnt roiember a single case vhore Hitler sue~
ceedad in corvineinr e foroign visitor of the sounducss of his anti~
Jowish viows, excomt where the visitor ves alrcady o confirxel anti-
Scnito,

In ceneral, one may say thet visitors from An lo=Saxon or Scendine-
vian countries were less easily irsressed than those of llofiicrrencen
origin (incluﬂing Frence), whilo those who were most imrossol were inter-
viewers from the Belkens. It is Aifficult to classify the Russiens be-
cause Hitler had only one intorview with i.0lotov, & rathor unsatisfactory
one, but it is more than likely that the aémiretion he had for Stalin
until the end of the wer was fully recinrocated by the latter at the time
of the Russo-Germen 2. recuicnt of 1939. However, I was able to satisfy
ayself that very few of his visitors comnletely'escanod his s»nell. Ir
Sden, Lord Halifex, end Lord Vensittart are among these notable ex—
9options. It sounds naradnxical that Franco shoulc heve been negetively
lmpressed at his Eendaye meeting with HEitler in 1940, but it wes due to
the adverse circunstances under which the mecting wes held (inedequete
sreneration, bad timing, and the sudden reversal of Goermeny!s nolicy tr-
werc Spein et the vory moment when the twr leeders net), Therefare. cne
cen s u the situation without fear of exrgceration by saying th&%
Hitler exercised a groat or smell influence on the gront :ajor{ty nf his
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visitors. However, the influcnce tended to disayyear a-ein, e?ther in-
nefietely ~r snme time after tho meeting, vhen Hitler's reasonings endC
frrecests failed. tn resist the tests nf impartial analysis enc herd
reality, and when his remerkeble rhetaric cruld no longer exercise its
effect. TFrom the abrve doscrintion, it is clear that in the normel course
of eny interview with Eitler, his visitnrs had reletively little oppoartunity
tn exsress their nwn anininn, but somehow they alveys mene. .. to put in
en nbservetisn or two. Of crurse,cenditinns were somewhet ¢ifferent at
the lercer mltileteral conferences like Munich, vhere 21l the deleazates
were ziven emle time to fevelodr their ideas. Their inflvence on Eitler,
howevér, was negligible. Fe did not ellow ~utsice oninisns tn influence
his nwr line nf thoucht, even less his decisi~ns, excedt nn matters of
deteil. As in home offeirs, Hitler hed things very much his ~wvm wey in
farcism effeirs elso. Although he listened »Hnlitely tn the nther speekers,
" he herfly ever showed sizns nf losin~ vetience,end he renmeined adenent.
"henever he thought it uscless to crntinue & discussion, he hnd a wey of
bresking off e conversation rather edbrumtly without hurting the other
=en's feelincs, '

lussnlini wes one »f the sutstending »ersenalities whe visited him
most frequently. I was not -resent at ell these interviews. They nften
talkel. elonc, but whenever the £oreism ministers or other edvlsnors were
called in, I ected as sccretary,end sometinmes as inter>rcter. These
meetinss ususlly f£ollowed the natitern orevirusly descrided. They were
rether strikin- exmmles of the theory thet Ritler wes nnt t~ te influenced.
I cen reaenber no major -yrnblar where Mussolini succeedced in chan.in-
Hitler's mird. A-»ert fron bussolini's afsre-entisned cfferts nt the
rutbrosk of wer, he constantly acvocetol e more recasnneble -Holicy towerd
the Roman Cetholie Church., Leter he su.-ested a settloment with Russia
anc. & more elastic Burnmeen nolicy nn the besis of a voluatery coovneratinon
2f the suropean nations that he wented to unite in & feleretion. He
failed completely to impress hitler in these end ~ther oHroposels, Hitler
Cismissed them without much corment. '

The only exceptinn in this res»ect wes Antoncscu, with whom Hitler hac
meny telks, some of wvhich might be defined as the nearest approech to e
real discussion. The letter's nolitical su...estinns concerning & settle-
ment with the “estern mowers anc the crncentration of all aveilable forcos
in the Jest were not even crnsicdered,

Hitler's indifference t» the ~iniens nf others was even mare oro-
nnuncel. in the case of Germeny's smeller e#llics enf satellites, It is
ermnan knowled~e that the stetes—men from the Western countries hac nn
inflvence at 211 »~n him, an® this wes tre.icelly confirneéd in the veers
after the Munich Cnhnferencc.

If Hitler's ettitude ves rather eutocretic at all conferences cdealing
with imwediste »oliticel, nilitery, end other questions, he wes on the
contrery considersdbly more osen tn nther weomle's ovini~ns when non-
crntroversiel subjects were cecalt with, such as historicel end artistic
2roblems end thenries. On such nccasinns, he wes at his best, 4»ert
fron the ususl werfoction with which he farmulated his ~wn theories, he
suryrised his visiters by tho readiness with which he considerec their
70sing omininns, and by his quelitics ~f ean ettentive and well-informed
listener,

11. Schwerin: !y Personal Imressinn of Eitler

Twice I had persnnal contect wtih Hitler, both nccasions beine for
the recentinn »f decorations resented only by Eitler. I would have liked
to avoiﬁvmeetina him because I crneiderecd. hin solely reshonsible for the
outbreak of this fatal wer and its ammteurish executinn,“to sey nothin.:
of his political blunders. In spite ~f nay firm dislike, I was afraid of
bein;; influenced by him in some way, for I hac heerd of the extraordinary
husen varmth and emiability with which he sometimes received stran.ers,
Iven more, I was afraid thet he micht take e liking to ~e, and then
»08sibly seperete me from the front-line troons, which I considered the
only vlece for a decent end justly thinking soldier. )
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In May 1943, while home on furlough from the Jastern Front, I re-
ceived the order to report to the Berghof. Vhen I arrived there, kaj
Znoel, HEitler's nilitary adjutant, informed me of how I nmust act. After
gtessins down to the Fuehrer's office, I was to report with my neme and
rank, then the Fuehrer woull aosroach and present the Cecoratinn, followed
by & short conversation. I should speek freely and frankly, which Hitler
liked frnm front officers.

The style »f the Berghof nleesed me, with its lack of glamor, ostenta-
tion, end display »f servents. The whnle, including the buildings anc the
furniture of the Fuehrerhous, mede a simple, respectable, and 2iznified
imsression. The SS orderlies lorked intellizent enc thoroughly treined,
enc. were well zronmed, The only thin: I had to criticize wes a somevhat
enld and immersnnal touch.

After Zn.cl celled for me, we stepned Cown into Eitler's vest study,
well Xnnwn far its larce wincow, Hitler wes standing neer i%, ené I re-
~ortef 4o hin as instructed. Zc came tnwerd me with slow and srmewhat
tired stens, & man bent dy & heavy burcen. At that monment, a wave nf
infinite symathy came over ne, stronzer than anything I heé ever ex-
serienced. It wes ~f such intonsity that it nossessed me throu.hout the
interview, and wove me a fecling »f :reat inner conficence, if not
suwyerinrity. It was as thouth a voice were sayinc. t» me, "Lonk at this
annr, bent old man., Ze isn't able t7 carry the 1oad he has taksn upnn
his shoulders," HEitler cane uy to me, end with deep amezement I lonked
into his dull, tired oyes of an unnatural faded blue. Xo doubt they were
sick eyes. Hitler talked t» e in a deep, sonor-us voice,and with -reat
warnth. That he said was simyle, Cisnified, and huaan, anc reisel within
me e reciprocal sentinent »f human feelins. It mizht be said thet this
scene was studied. If so, uncdsubtedly this wen wes a reat actnr who
knew how tn play his role with great conviction., In eny case, I felt
certain that a humen uncerstencin. had been established between us.

After the awerd of the decrhration, Hitler shn~k hends with me, ané
under the influence »f the nutual sy:methy I felt with hin, I to~k his
henc in a firm gris. I éidn't hn1ld a strong or kind hand, as I had exsected
but s~methin. soft and feninine, like e shell-less mollusk. I wes terri- ’
fied to such ean cxtent that for a mrment I was -~ut of breath; T had the
feeline that I had heedlessly crushed snanethin. umdleasant in my hand.

e scorarated, anc I nvercane 1y confusinn., Hitler then set down in en
easy chair at the well-known rouné tablc end asked e t0 sit drwn at his
side. Ingel tn~k & seat ~pocosite him, end we three were alone,

7

Hitler end I developed & conversation which lasted for ebrut helf an
hour, with Znzel listenins. I éon't recall the exact course of this con-
versatinsn, but we talked of Hurely military subjects. I had prenarecd
three questicns which I wanted tn discuss in the comron interest of the
front trooms. "ithout eny effort, I succeeded in turnin: the conversatinn
sn that all three could be treated thoreuckly. I made the observatinn
that Eitler very casily .ets int» a sort »f lecturin,;, but that he could
be interrunted without difficulty, nrovided one chnse the -rover moment
ant had somethinz t» say that interested him. At once, he discontinued
lecturing and listened guietly end with sreat attention, and I even hed
the irmpression thet he didn't mind being interrurted, as thnugh he were
nleesed thaet for oncs he Cidn't have to &5 the talkin..,

Hitler dicn't like to hear unnlcasant thinss, I renorted, for instance,
that‘since other defensive weasons were lackine, my division had been usin:
the Russian 7.62 entitank zuns equipped with Gorman sights, and that they
had proved to be excellent. The whole divisicrn was now equipped with such
-uns. Yhile I wes telling this, I noticed that Hitler was inwardly startin.
u> 1in anger., He then said somewhat abrustly that the German 7.5 entitenk )
<un wes better than the Russien, I ejrecd, but added thet unfortunately
this fact didn't help as much because we had none and weren't able tn Hro—
?gre‘anyf At this -eint, I exyected an outburst on Eitler's vart, but it
cidn't come. He swellowed the bitter 2111 silently, and I went on t~ speak
Q? other matters. I had the clear impressicn that any men who had to tell
Hitler unnleasent thin:s frequently was not in an enviabdle position.
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I found Eitler's zreat smecial knovled.e of the subjects discussed
crmyletely confirmed, Ee snhoke from a point »f view which wes as clnse
t~ mine as that of & front-line soldier. Ih all my stetements, I could
be sure thet he grasned the carcinal noints and evaluated them expertly.
He mede no decisinns at the time, so I felt sure that my remarks were
being yondered, althruzh I couldn't vouch for what might happen later on.
In criticizing, I discovered that nne could be very franx. For instance,

allowed me to say that Guderian, who had just been anpcinted Commander
of the Armored Force, wes not acqueinted with recent Russian develomments
ané thus w~uld be unable tn understand the irmportant lessons leerned
nn that front.

Ny second mectins with Hitler to-~k onlace in harch 1944, 2gain at
the Bergzhof. This meetins Hroceeded in the same manner as the previous
one, excest that thers was nn conversation. Hitler made attemts to be
ceréial, but I enuld sce thet his thouchts were clsewhere. Fe seemed
@mch oléer than before,

12, Schwerin von Krnsigk: Hitler

a. Ajrierrance end lanner

I met Hitler for the first time when I jnined his cabinet in
Janvery 1933, I cannot say that on this nr later occasions I vas »arti-
ceularly impressed or fascinated dy him. I noticed, above all, the almost
complete lack of any feature that could mark him hancdsonme, attrective, nr
strikinzly interestins. Only the intense blue color of his eyes pave his
face exyression and character, and his hands had the delicatcness anc
beauty of en artist's. Tho simlicity anc neatness of his a)rearance was
Hleesing; nnthin. wes nstontatious, excent, perhans, the lock of hair
falling nnt~ his forcheed,»r the mrusteche. Durin. the first meetings I
hal with whim, I neoticcd & strence embaresssment, which -yrobadly emmeared
because he i€ nnt yet 'mmow qe well. I belleve thet it was difficult for
him t5 2et alanz with new acquaintances, and others have confirmed this
chinion. He dissembled this emberassment with & certein liveliness, end
in such a situation would celiver lona monelosues, frequently an towics
nnt nertinent to the discussicn, An additinnel end served by these mono-
lnsues  may heve been that, disliking finencial -»rodlems, he s~ught to
mostoone consideration of such unmleasant matters ond so shorten the time
left for their discussion. It was then very difficult toc lead him dbock
t» the -roblem at hand. :

b. Intellectual Ability

In cabinet meetin.os one could not but reco.nize and admire the
qualities which szave him mastery »f all discussions: his infallidle
memory, which enabled him to answer with the utmost Hrecision questions
cn. the remotest -roblsns uncder consideratisn; his -resence of mind in
the discussions; the clarity with which he cnuld extract the essential
of a »roblem and roduce the most intricate questiosn to & simle -— some-
times tn~ simsyle -- formula; and his skill in sumain; up concisely the
results of a lon: debate; his cleverness in ejsroaching a well-known and
10n;—d1scus=ed groblem from & new an.le., In his menner of unveilin.. a
droblem gradually until he had bared all its details, he reminded ono of
bruenin.;, who, however, attomsted to reform the details in their nroper
relation to the larcer -Hroblca. Bruenin. Aid not arrive at a decision
easily; bdut vhen the decision wes nade, it was a thorou hly considered

nnc, Eitler, the other han¢, havin: unveiled the probdlem, relied on
his 1ntuition to nrovide & quick decision, Frequently he could recnsnize
in an instant the ri.ht sters to be taken, dbut often, too -- sometimes

in his most imoortant decisions -- his intuition -roved its fallibility.

c. 3ffcct Unon Others

The su=gestive nover emanating fron Hitler could not but influence
me,just as it influenced others, This nower seomed %o mec to stem fro: the
enthusiasm and convictisn exoressed by his every word, If the simmlest .
word uttered by the siﬁ)lest »ersnn is immressive when spoken with cdeen
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and full cenviction, would nct the word »f a demonic nerson carry & power
of inescapeble Hersuasion? Pendle with intelli.ences far avove the &aversa.e
believel in uttersnces of the Fuenhrer even after these uttera:ces had been
centradicted by his later words and actions. Hitler had the dengercus gift
nf eutosuscestion; when he snoke, he abendoned himself to the impetus

of his own words and thoughts and mainteined a full and unshakable Ybelief
in the veracity »f his owvmn steterents. I have seén occasinus vhen Hitler
succeeded in chancin. cospletely the convictions of men of visinn end
will pewer wh~ had Leen steadfastly deternined to ophose his views,
Durlnk the wer, statesnen ond. cecnerals of allied countries cane to Eitler
resolved to swesk nut severe criticisms »r to insist on certain demends.
They left the recentisn roonm relieved and oencourasod, without having had
the chance t» express their views., Lloyd Geor.:e, after leeving Ritler,
saluted the =eonle outside the room with "Heil hltler" ané said that he
¢i¢ this becouse MHitler is really & great man%, Loré Lethian, whe had
beer very edverse and criticel in his attitude toward'sitlor, wes changsed
by a meetins with the Fuehrer and subsequently used the sane wards as
Lloyd Geor.e. The enthusiasn and enchantment arnused by Hitler's su. .-
.estive sower usually -essed away after a short -criod of time, dut oc-
cesionallv the sudbject rcmainad »merianently entrancec. In any case, few
—~ersons were cansble nf seyin: in the Fuehrer's oresence what they had
intended to say in the manner they had intended t» say it.

d. Jué.aent of Character

Hitler's lack cf ‘znowled..e of husan naturc wos strikin.. ae vas
not incaseble of judsing neosle; sometimes he could judoe en very quickly
ant cheracterize thex Hrecisely. Relyin., comaletely on his intuition, he
would often »ass jud. .ment on the basis of the first imjression he ot of
a serson. In some cases, he was surprisincly accurate; in others, he
mete anazing blunfers. In any case, the symathetic or antinathetic
feelings aroused in hiz by the first imsressinn reamained, arnd his judgment
ves not revised. Iven when the inadequate qualifications of 2 man he had
ensninted to & high nosition could no leonser escepe his notice, hitler
could not brin. himself tc cdismiss the man. Ke was orevented fronm teking
such & ste» not only by his extremely s rent sense of loyalty and «retitude,
but also by his refusal to admit a -ast mistake., FEe fearel that the ad-
~ission ~f mistakes ccvld result only in a 1nss of resyect for his authority.

e, Social Confuct

In the personal cCiscussions I had with Hitler, he was at all times
very »olite znd alweys reserved control of his countenance, even when he
was contradicted and becaze excited. He alwveys addressed me as "Herr
Reichsninister". At -arties, at the annuel banquet he gave, and &t re-
cestinns, he moved dextrcusly and tectfully. Ee did not hesitate to kiss
8 lady's hand, a gesture which most Yational Socialists considered a
heritaze from reactinnary times. He seemed to like women to talk to him
about their children and family without restraint. i’y wife, vho saw hin
nuly on official occasions, talked to him in such a manner vhenever she
hapoened to be seated next to hinm, She remained calm ii. his wresence,
unlike mony other wonen; ccnsequently, he was, she told ne, gquite human
2n¢ natural in his conversation. :

f. Conduct Yith Children

Eitler ep.earel most human and charming when he vas confronting
childéren. There were alweys families with many children amons the crowds
con-ratulating hin on his dirthday. It was really nice to see how Hitler's
face, sn frecuently tense and mask-like, relaxed in the »resence nf
chiléren, how it asswsed the expression of .enuine friendliness ané kind-
liness. At the last anniversary recesrtion ay family attencded, the Fuehrar
passed the bouquet which ay youngost child had given hiw to his chief
adjutant, Brueckner, who was stendin. behind hims Iy child -~ about three
years old at that time -- went to Brueckner and to~k back the bcuquet.
Hitler thou.ht thet she Qid not want to Hart with the flowers, dut m
wife explained tn him that the child wanted Ritler himself to keen them.

- g -
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Eitler took the bouguet a-2in and said that cven in the smallest <irl

ley hidden the woman who would infallibly show us the right thins to do.

He was then embarassed by ay child, who asked where his "Aufbau" wes.
("AufHav! can be translated as roximately es Teonstruction™,) Eitler

vas nvviously thinkinz only of the construction of the Reich or its capital,
end he turned questicnin.ly to my wife. Iy wife said that the child only
vanted tn know vhere his -Hrosents were exhibited.

g+ ZFinancial Oninions

Hitler had little understondines of finencial nzatiers. =ze said
thet Gurines the strus:le for wower, the Perty trcasurer hed repeatedly
werned hiiz ~f & dearth »f funds, and that he, considering these verninrgs
Yarn af Hanic, had gone ahcad with whatever »lans he had, and in the end
thore had elweys becn onoush monay. Fe elso said that he considered him-
self a statesmen,and c¢oruld not allew his -slans to be wrecked by leck of
funés, I tried to exdlein to Hitler the difference between the wrocure-—
ment of funde for o ~arty and the texation of a -o-ulation, dut he wrs in
no vey imsressed., He disvosed of inflation Dy soyin. that such a thinc
cernct cccur under a stron .overnzent. On the sther hond, he had a <ood
unferstandine of the fact thet exiyenditures zmst be dDalanced by revenues,
and. that the cash on haud sheull be disnensed exdocditisusly., As time went
cn, however, he bYe an to e:cnéon thrift and Hermitied the most extravecant
aysrorriations.

h. IcCeas nn Social Iasrcverent

Durin: cdiscussions of the finencing of the Autobahms, Hitler ex-
»lained thet he intendeld theu to be both the erteries of ond the incentive
to the future ora of mctorization. Vith these zo00d ronds, more -eodle
weulé went tc drive, and this could be done in the new chearn Volliswazen,
"the car for the little man", EHitloer went on to speek of his -5lzns for
eliminatin« class stru. le and cdefeatin. the enreel of Comunism by wiving
each men a little »lot of land, if nothin. =sre then = .arden, which would
efforf the individuel seatisfaction as a iman of -Hrojperty and e erticivent
in the union with the soil, The Volkswe.en woull raisc everyone to the
level of a gentleman and allow hir a sense of freedom from his irmediate
environnent. Eitler hed a vivid wicture of the end of an urben men's
we kend: he returns from the country on an overcrowted train, suffering
the discomfort of no space, damece to his clothes, and a reversal of the
beneficial effects cf the rural outin.

i. The Autobahns

A8 with zeny of EFitler's intentions end -)lans, the basic purpose
for the construction of the Autobshns wes .ood, The misteke was thet
zitler went beycnd ressonable linits., He wentad to sursass road-~con-
struction accamrylishments of other stron. states, such as the Romen,
Incan, and Nemoleonic. FKis highways were to be a .isantic netwark ex-
terdins over the entire country, and they should be eble to last for
conturies as an imrutadle sybol of the strensth of the covernrent thet
had constructed them. XZe was not satisfied with a slan submitted by his
transzortation exserts calling for irmroveuent of the existing seconfary
roads, vhich was necessary for enriching the rural econoiy. EHe had no
unferstanding of egricultural problems beceruse he Hossessed only an urben
Hoint of view, and, therefcre,he did not foresee the denosulation of rural
areas after the construction of the Autobahns.

J. Architectursl Aabiticas

On =y first visit to Hitler in the new Chancellery, I was able
to speak of ay business only in passing because he had a large bluewrint
spreal out on the floor. It was his -;lan for the rebuilding of Berlin.
He descridbed enthusiastically the :rené scele on which thoe Hohenzollerns
nad nlanned to build the city, and how their susillanimous successors had
imered their vision and created e city with narrow streets and ne :sreat
vistas, He now wanted tc realize the Hohenznllern intentions, declering
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that as the traffic .roblex hald tn be settled anyway, it @icht as well
be Gone thoroushly by coanstructin. broed avemues on cast-west end north-
snuth axcs, susislemented by concentric rings. A mckeshift solution of the
reffic ;roblea would be temriorary, necessitating further measures at
a later date, whersas o roconstructinn of the city wowld remove the probd-
le» forever. As he talked, the feelin:s grew in me that architecture wes
his \ra,er sphere of "ct1v1ty, enc that he vanted to become femcus in that
field., Te ny objections about the cost nf such a Hroject, he remliel that
all s-~urces would be tevsed to finence it, end thet I must not forcoet that
Serlin woulc beccse the Costination of millions of foreign travelers, who
wauld brine in revonuc thet could be used to defray Heart of the exmensc.
Ho alsn seid thet he dida't know vhether he was oins to live to &n ad-
vancel. &c¢, but he wvanted to sce & robuilt Berlin before his death, &
Derlin with buildinss both beavtifuvl and well constructed, & combination
wvhich he meintained hed not cccurrcd in tho »ast., 4As cxemles of ood
buildin:s, he »~inted to tho Platz der Bewe.un. and the Haus Ger Xumet
in unich,and the Chancellery in 3erlin, all constructed under his ausnhices
since 1933, Fe comsidcred himself fortunate in havina two architects ~f
cenius, Trnost end Ssecr.

zy Artistic Tastes

There is littlc I can sey absut Eitler's views ebout the arts ex-
cert whet I have alrecdy said of his architecturel rojects. Unguesticnably,
architecture w8 his faverite art and the one in vhich he believed hinself
nost cometent, However, in other of the fine arts o8 vwell, hc considered
his owvm views authoritetive., Eis taste inclined toward thc .randisse, es
can be clearly seon in his -rcdilection for the scul-tures of Thorak and
Breker, l.ony neosle assailed his ooinions on painting; dbut his: reactien
agoinst symytons of Cde.enerction which.serveded ainting ofter World Var I
s & scund, heslthy nttitude cnd wns shored by'e aeinrity of the Germen
nen:le. EHowever, Eitler's -roncuncements were not limited to 2 condemnc-
ticn of these de.cgnerate works; he attacked some aintin, s which were true
wnrks of ert and on.roved others which certainly were not true ert, Over
Gernen ert kitler esteblished & »edery from whose infallible éecrecs there
wes no ondeal. In his speeches he frequently declared that the freoe wower
of creation wes the only vesis for art in Geraany, dut in practice he
continually curtailed any such freed-:.

1. Eeligzious Attitude

Hitler's attitude toward religion was strongly influenced by his
origin. In his netive region a bisnted variety of Catholicism is seid to
be srovelent. In reasction to this environnment, Hitler, as o youth, may
have becrme slienated from a2ll relligious crecds. Ze certainly had no
unéerstending of Yorth Gernan Protestentism, To Fitler, the Church seemed
a Hurely humen institution in wvhich dancerous "Pfaffen!, donineted by a
lust for »ower, were at work, Hitler recocnized tho oxistcence of a few
honnareble ariests and parscons,and always made a distinction between these
an¢. the others, for vho- he reservéd the term "Pfaffen" -- a term he used
with en immlication of contem:t, end ayplied to 3ishey Count Gelen, Pastor
Miemoneller, and their kind., Hitler was not, however, an enexy of Christisnity;
he always snolze of Christ with reverencs, but regarc.ed his teachings as
temporary. Anc he was a strons advocete of relicion in gencral. DTuring
one cabinet aceting, he syoke for tw> hours nn the subject. FKe said that
any man wvho lost his faith in Gol becane en atheist and srey to Bolshevism,
ant fer this reason, it vas irnerative that the Gerien neodle retain their
faith. In countrics such as 3Zussia and Spein, wherc tho cimhasis had
shifted frra the basic nrecests to the outward syibols, the Canger of
leosin.: faith wves evorsrescont. e hosod that in tinme tho German cathodrals
would cenduct services for tao corrzunicants of & Hurified religion. He
roninded his frllrwers thet tho Party's mission wes »oliticel, not religious,
end that no attemnts shcula o¢ nafe to cstablish him as a aessiah. He
vanted t~ form a Pretostant national church.

Ze  EHitler and Hindonburg

Turin: the pefiod of Hitlor's enllebaration ith Hindenbur., their
reletions imroveld fria a ~utual reticence to e mutual reshoct ané confidence,
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Eitler was greatly snved by HmdenburZ'EDat‘l which he ex;ressef in

the cabinet neeting following it. He also said tbet 1ndenburg had tnlc
hia to stick by the Inglish and distrvst the Italiens, although Hitler
hosel. at a later date to effect en allience with Italy Zo also declared
that under the current Fuchrer state, both a nresident and chancellor
were unnecessary; 9o8sibly in the future, the two positions aizht becone
useful e.ein, but so. lon; o8 he remained in »ower 1t vas absurd to have
izore than nsne.

n, Adninistrative Policy

Hitler had no intercst in administrotive sroblems. He believed
that any ¢ifficulties arising in the arninietretive field could be remedied
by changing jersnonnel or creating new Ceorartments This latter method
he used alsc for the execution of any new vroject, which resulted in the
creatinn of innwzerable buvreaus with no cefined juriscictional linmits.

Ee had no understanding of the confusion resultine from this situation.
Another reas~n for his not uvsins the extant adrinistrative orgenizetion.
ves that he belicvel that the sreetest efficiency could be attained
throu.h interCesartmental cowjetition. Eis only coacern wes to chosse
the most suitable man for esach denartaent, The chaotic situation thus
fostered urew vmrse with the yoars, auzsnented by the increasins concentra-
tion of all Hower in Hitler., The cabinet becane meanin less, and finelly
ceesed to moeet. Hitler loolzed uwpon all aen e&s inferior to him, incesnedble
cf holdins wifle juristiction in eny field. Therefore, therc wes no »rime
minister, and cdurin.. Eitler's obsences no hlgh-oolicy ¢.eccisions could be
macte,

2., Distrust Qf the Lilitary

Zitler's distrust of the military ceste nay have orivinated in
e virulent form when 3lomberg, to whom he had entrusted the orsenizetion
of the Wehrnacht, ceserted hia to merry en unedairable woman. Then Beck
hed ¢isacreed with him over the re-intr~duction of vniversal military
service and solution of the Czech - roblem. When the ver drolke out in
1939, several ~enerals -redicted that the Polish casaisn would be of
long duretion. It lasted eighteen days. In the ““est, Brauchitsch end
Helcer, foll~wing Schlieffen's ~len, ~rasosed a strong right flenz, but
Fitler cecifed osn the brealtthr~u.h in the center which le® to the extra-
orCinerily ra~id success in Frence. ‘hen the camjaign in Russie did not
end victorinusly before the winter set in, the entire Geérnen Arny was in
dancer nf amnnihilation, and its areservation was due solely to Hitler's
cecisive order to hold the line. Hitler c¢ruld not decide vhether the
nilitery men were defoctive because of weakness of mind and charecter,
lack of »rlitical insight, or lack ~f crura.e, but that thoy were de-
fective Ritler waes convinced by the exreriences cited abnve. The series
nf catastr~rshes bYe.un by Stalinered ritler blened not cn his ~rders, dut

on their faulty execvtion by his sererfls, and his distrust of thea
increased.

5. Igncrance of Foreigners

An~ther treit of Zitler's character wes his inebility t» under-
stand the character of other nations. Eis complete comyrshension of the
Germen spirit was matched by a crmalete unawereness of forelsn shirits,
Thus the sHrepaganda vhich was s» successful in Germeny achieved & unifnra
feilure ~utside ~f Germany. &He had a sincerc admiration for the English,
but Aid not ikncw that their intrensigemce 1in the Suring of 1939 was uot
bluff,

q. Kinfness and Cruelty

The kindness which Hitler possessad contriduted much tc his
great nopularity. This kindness was an-arent in his relations with
chiléren, in the care he tonkz of his entruraze and his visitors, and in
his cndeavors t5 please and Hleasantly surnrise people. Ee tonk & personal
interest in the welfare of the family nembers nf o0lc cecnrades or soldiers
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killed in actiosn, and he vas ~enermus in aiding former adversaries vhen
thoey were in difficultics. The former President of the Roichsta;, Loebe,
and Minister Severing, for instance, received monthly allotments which
usually exceeded the amounts autinrized in the budget. But this kindness,
which ~ften asreared sulcenly and unexhectedly, couvld be renlacec even
nore sudfenly by fitful anger »r terrifying severity. For exemnle, no
Harfon wvas cranted eny man involved in the 20 July Putsch, even thourh
in snme cases cledency would have been ansrooriate., It was impossidle
to arouse in Fitler even a small measure of sympathy for the Jews, »r

to induce him tn m~dify his sclution of the Jewish question., There

were domains in whieh he Cishlayed a severity that wes incomdrehensible
end nHitiless., The explenation has been offercd which elaims that Hitler
had a soft heart and a herd hand, Yhenever he sow hinself before an
historie tesk that necessitetel the disslay nf the meil-clad fist, he
hel first to hide his nwvm soft heart in imenetrable armcr. This inter-
sretation may be right. It scoas to me thet gond and evil were -resent
in his soul sice by side. It vas very difficult, even for inen who knew
him well, to prediet which of the two would gain the upper hand in a
given situvation, Tho evil which is present in every huwen deing as &
germ and a notential threat acquires greater virulence in & men cf genius
and is realy at all times %o erupt with violence. The evil genius
became more anl more powerful in Hitler es time went on. 3By 1939, after
six years of autocratic rule, he exhibited ell hls worst traite: his in-
ability to seet eriticisms or objections, his lack of scrusles in the
choice of means, his tendency te think himself infallidle, his conterpt
for other peonle, and his inclination to cruelty. The six years nf wer
that followed also left their traces on him, The bleows 2»f fate Cid not
loosen or soften him; they 2acde him harder, Vhat matter if he stooped,
or if his trembling hands male him anspear an old man? These things were
not of importance. 'hat wes important wes that the soul of this man ~—
whose memory and vill had not yet failed —- hed contractel and acquired
the gquality of herd rock. Distrust, even of his oldest ccmpanioné, had.
wvon the upner hand, To his self-centered mind, it wes the neople's

task to suppert the Fuehrer, not the Fuehrer's task to seok the welfare
of the penple; the people were destined tn be victorious throueh him,

or to go Cown with him in defeat.
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