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| ' Oﬁnugustzzz‘ﬁl‘?&é&n Ic‘paraohute@;as th _,'first; .Amer-«_,
icam; into Marshah Ti’co' Se\ Beedquartersv* 1n Bosnia. That .
same. evening: r had. mg first inte::view; and dinner" withi 7 o,
MarshaI ’I.'it.ow I was: received. with genuine* enthusiasm
and. aseure& fullest coopenation to. learn; ror myself
about. 12:CS Partisan movement., N ) ;
| ‘During my entire four months stay w:.th the Parbisans
one thing t.hau was a:lwaysa a source- ot embarrassmenb an&
annoyance waa the misrepresentation of‘ Jugoslav news over"”
the New "Iork ani I.ondom radioe.- The‘givingn of, credit
to. the Ghetzniks forr Partisan victorie& and, otherwiee
‘,“(_:referring to~ ’chem as Patriots in an’ attemp’ta to= inetude
~ the. Chetniks* with the: Partisans was. impossible to explaixr
In September‘ I travelled with the first Proletarlan,
Division, whicm was cezmnanded. by GenereL Popovfic, Ln,
their ad.vanc& from_Bosni& to Split and thein subsequent
evacuation‘ of Spli'b. I had excel},ent opportunity o |
observe» the efﬁiciency‘ and discipline of” the organlzu-
tion. R SRR

Ls

At Split; Lwas the American representative when t,ne O
Italian A;cmistice agreement was: drawn upe and_ signenl oy
‘General Emilm Becuzzi,, COmmander of' "Bergamo" divLe on; "
| ""?*}_Frcmi Novemberf lOﬁIk tor December: 22nd; I’was at ‘7 ia,.
witm occasiona},visits, to the other island acting

' shipping; agent»./ and; lieie,en; betweer;; th_e_; P,erpisan. Econo.niq '

.
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OSS supervision and initiativeu ;"{f g',g_,”ﬁj?J”

.,.
o

On three occasxous I was privileged to witnes% tbe

» -

Pantisans,during anuattack. I observed for*myself tha

couraga and tenacity of the fighting:rartlsansv I hem~i

and was told amazzng stories of‘their struggleaagainst
cold and hunger as well as their enemies.{ﬁ:\'

On'December 22nd I was recalle& to Cairo base e as

gesture toward.the British because of am ohbnvation I

OSS Shipping Operations controlled by Americanhpersonuelh




tm gq intoa Yugoslavia under supervision of: Su.... B
“the*« end: of April I had. completed all syecial tra Lniog:.

eznc}w qualified; as: a. parachutist.» However I did not .50

i _?on operaﬁions; thh, 'che first SOE mlssionﬁ tc Ti;to“x

‘ “"Partisans in June; because OSS had not come to any work~ 3

ing agreemem: witm SOE’.M Finally in August; tha Britiu;n*

A ,_,,_‘_J_.a POV

| “”permitte& me; Cas the~ first Ameriean) to Join their miss.
;iom &t; 'I!itm"s: 1 'eaciquartersx privileged:"= tof » communicate :
Y ' i_their* radio. ER

Being' &ependenﬁf‘on’.,_ the BI‘l‘UiSIL radio: and opera‘o.,r__,\

‘L was nat;entirerg' satisfactory. Difficulties- oﬁ kem) ng: A

_ battenies charge& and the need for: mnimmm tlme o tie’
air,r coupled mths the fact that quite~ oftexr we- were LOV="
ing from place to place, made a dupllcation, of mes..(!é)")S
most. ).mpract3‘.::‘2:1‘,v : The Bri‘cish officer and I togeth r
obtained &IL thea information which: he transmltted and al‘--‘
though I calIed this to the attention oﬁ my Commanding
Oi‘ficer a& Cai:cr,, I feel tha’c my work‘ was Judged by tie  .

‘rew’ s:.gnals _,I sem‘; nathem than by thef worla aoner by tae

‘ 'Anglé«Amerﬂcam mission.




R .
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withthes curren | situat ion.a;;




Fomw Month'”se wii:h; Ti'tof
X

| '30 o ¢ 4lock' im the morning of 22 August 1943 P
'parachuted; &laneh mw Bosmie: J‘ugoslavi& :{mt the area
knom as Aetropoljev Around the: main signal fire I was .
h _welcamedaby Lt«ECdI Bill Deakin and Major BasiLvDaviusdn

: Brltism Liaisom Officars.ﬂ Major: De.vidson hact, drcpped in-

| ghts ) eviously, \With them was Gen.,v1atko Velevw’i
tthe:Pait san\Li&ison Officera

A fewﬂ days latem Major

Da.wi&se de;gar ed! for another* areaf to “"esttablish his

FIrs-t Ffeeting witb Tito

I the’ even:ms of" this same day I met -and, had dinner
B w1th ‘l‘ito.,. He was most fr:tendly and assure& me that I

would b@ glven fullest cooperatlon and thaf:‘ he ";uras pleads=d




in,Americ&, itfaccurately 1nformed about themParﬁiqang;f
movement in Jugpslavi&~would glve maxerial suppont as
well as<moral.« He spoke w1th bitternesssaboutzDrai ,
hailovitcn and the Government-in—Exilepybrandlng prm\
as traitors and\criminals who were collaborating;w“tn

the Axis to flght,the Partlsans. Later events gave

.e,

plum;brandyﬁ'ﬁrakija“ © Tito smokedmchaﬁm_“

A e L vt e ---r.....-» .. S s e e "‘ )

.a minlature pipe as cigarette holden. Ha,was much

'ff;%f*‘ pieased~thh someﬁAmerican igarettes which I_had.

brought with me. .
This meeting took place inside a forest.of ta¢i

eédar'trees@ The makeshift table had large logs aLong

either~side for us to sit on and above: was,stretched a f

piece?or“canvas._ Dinner was- presently served,by a. pLain“

1ooking\young woman.who” aside from‘a smaII pistolh




- destruct tom; 1

e

the‘talb turn d tof

recalIing incidents both tragic and amnsingu Tito;dlsv

"o. - Deakl

a bomb 3plinter’1n his arm,and hlS dog(vlying:along tde:

his hea& was kiu.ed, out‘right. At that time: he lost hivs-;v;;"a";' |

}valuea sub machzne gun._ _ag expressed ~~~~ greatilntera;* iny'

PR e 7 o e g




carrying equipment. " 'fe had one rid:.ng, horsev to share=

mountaimami werefs

ing thick' on.‘ the steep slope. Near' midnight ha.ving

started: early in the afternoon,. . we: arrived atia small
village wﬁere the pack, horses- were rested*“andfwe" triec
to sleep. | The walklng had made us wal"m,.‘ a;xd”now we

froze. The altitude here was about four* thousand glaet

Around tw& 'clock we were again; moving.. : ‘I‘he;»




ST

‘L-q

e A : ones placa on the;' river'

"had wbee jclosed’ ror twa years. Tne churczr overrlowed

‘I‘hat evening; a propaganda meeting was held. :ln. the
: cul’cural, ha}.I at which '.['ito with members of the Supreme

Staff » Deakin: andE myself Wcarer front anc's center« for




They liked;to;examine closely*the'insigni&*onmmy*unifornL

and the boots and;clothes Ifwas.wearing.- They"were;noeb .'

(' '\

awed. at my .hﬁ Colt Automatic. There was plenty of
:; ev1dence:that the~P&rtisans had the backing of*thah

}people generally in“thls area,

lira,or'

“"”“?artisan Mbvement BackgroundT

_ In May l9h1, the German troops entered Serbia end

e g bt i s e e Bt LTSI OR .

the ”uizling,government was. formed. The Commnnist Par*i

arted.organizing by distribution of pamphletS'and coLl—j

- ection of arms.‘ On June 22nd the Germans attacked Russiap’"

and the same day the Communist Party 1ssued a.general

call to revolt.; The Germans began a roundup.of all Laft

. .'u,,, -

Gefmén,soldiersqin\Belgradewf




steath of the “Red:»Star or.t thein cap&.gv The organizaticn




front lme; fightlng. &Jith him, as interpreter,

Humom The docto "toch about somev‘ amputations he hcid.




t.roop&.' Everyone haa proved himself or herself:‘ im bat’cle
To beIong'tothe First‘Proletarian DivisioanSiconsidera&J
a torm,at‘promotionw' They‘all weanethe\hammen=and Siunlﬁ
'emblem.on the red star.. The only others to.wear»it ETS

the Political COmmissarS»

CN T S

General Pbpotic is &, "Hero of Jugoslaviaﬁ“for con——
»tinuous feats ofﬂcourage. ‘He. is only B&ayears old and.

the son;of‘e»wealthy ramily'fromiBeIgrad637ﬁhiversity

educate&, he has:been 1nterested.inwtheeLeft~ taMbvemenﬁgf

,ne is~7ery'popular an& a great fightera‘nﬁe?has been

[P N RO mﬁ—\-.a*»'\.»ﬂ--»n -

,5i“wounded severalhttmes and lost one eye. in batﬁlew He
. is 30 years old,.and has the honor ofwheing~"Hero of
Jugoslaviaﬁ;>‘ﬂe‘was one of the delegates to Cariom

‘“'L Col. Deakin and I were prov1ded with a coupLe
of good.rlding ponles. At 5:00 o'clock. in.tne mornin& 3o
aloné,with General Popovic, we galloped to pass up- the: ]
lst Brlgade W1th whlcn we’would be tr&velling - Tneff'“”“

'otner three brigades travelled as separate‘units.L Arr»~-




ow paclc horsesz ancL mules carrying hospital equipment
feod supplies ” the~ fiech kitchen,w only ona small mount—:
ain gun“ Mosu of the animals were being; le& by* woma»n.
. One: éﬂerly womanr was herdfng along & flock: or‘vtena shenp. b
A.lscr m the column were: sSeveral. cows» a bull énd a-

coupleu of steers.,» There was a group of about'ififty new .

;recruits, stillu waaning peasant costume» and:, w:.thout

5

“novr omztha edge» of an open valley.‘ We» establfshed

PRSI S srlemiads

Just: outsider mlittleg village. A peasantl woman,r"\'
with a bucket run of soun millc. |
d we a].l had a healthy swig . Later we' had more fchd

' and a: short sleepn '




once we were assignedf;*to an upstairsa rqonx in‘ a house

romerly the property" of a Ustashi.;_ ‘I'he boys werea busyn 5

Our boy& leared up the

. cn ek et ‘«.-,
e e ..- e

' whole lot in short order“ and took the three, trucks

‘ ut 'acnb'ss"‘ countr v
we had mssed a Ustashi column over 500 strong,}fol."_owing-ﬁ-
tbe road to attack, Bugojno. , These tnucks were Bring g
thls column supplies from their base at Tomislavgrac.
General Popovie had«, planned to- at’c&ck 'f:lffs Y)ase that

nlght Now they advanced on it rlght away, since"r only a;




waa‘ce no. txme in getting under** way.~ It was be}:iewd tnat:;
another column qf over 500 Ustashi had come from Livuo»-':' e

to ,]0111 the first group in. the attack agalnst Bugojno. i

'Ihey“ were alneady on the hill_ shooting, at; \us. Ve made .

ram 1né a crou | d posxtiom using the anlma}, axia., pauk asﬁ

W e

a shield.; Eventually we arrived. at a place where the

pack: train. could:. be dlspersed izr case oﬁ air"*attac




uniforms, a@gwe1157

uring rifles,
Two of theserv

; Tomislavg:aa capt

Seven. prisoners, were taken. :

food stores‘. :

e shot. and the oth
dwtasted S0’ g,oocL

exs released.q ; : o
as it am thaﬁ eveir’

yof

wel:
Never" had foo
Since the all., night march we had nad a, full de:
inm fon elther b

l ding, om: boo‘cs,

in&
ex;c 1tementz =
nt. to sleep ful

W}.th.out t reakfast o:: lunch.
\‘le we ly d.ressed, 1nc iﬁ

case the nlght shoul
Organization of the Nauional Ar
; m of I.iberatiom is d:.videé;, into

prises,‘

& brmg more sur )
my of‘ Liberatiom'

*stafﬁ“ and liaisonlcompany, _
one artillery group.z the bi‘ig,ade averages» L, Y
: e e f grOUD s fivebat‘calfons and.

ne neavy machlne gun company. ‘A ba.ttalion consists' of
o"four:_ (;ompaniés, each thh 300 to fi»(\’)‘_ i

staff and three t

.,men. Co A ; ) _ A
ALY over the 1iberated, territory are Par‘olsans
d: ort loca]. areas and used for traming;_

detachments base




Young bogs. of about fourteen years, armed W1th rir.es aﬁd.

hangd. grenades, rlde fast poniss, acting as. couric“<
oftenwthrough‘bne.enemy lines.. There,are many WCL.EN wth {f$i x
cdrry'rifles and march with the men. They are dresved .-
and,thé»same and fight the same as their brothers o |
husbands. ioral standards are very strict and =s a rule .
husband and wife do not serve in the same unit.

Trip to Split (continued)

In,crder.to hurry on to Split we,left¥Tomislnvgrad

‘at 8,00 o'clock in the evening, and keeping a gooc pacé»
for eight hours we arrived at a place called Kamenicr. |
“ere we were met by some Partisans in a small fiat autoéf7f'”
mobile‘ and a_small Italian truck. They said tne rouad |
to Split»was Partisan controlled General Popov*c and,{u
ﬁaa&n Deakim.goined the ‘men in the flat and I followed .
in the—truck.with our equipment and escort“h All toid wéﬁ
were about sixteen people hanging on to thia,small |
truck.  At.one point the driver swerved to avoid a Lomb
crater and beforé he could straighten.out,:fhe truck
lay over on its side. Fortunately nobody was hurt.
Later on the gears stripped and we‘had.tofwaitwfor
another‘lorry'to come and pick us up. R

At noon we arrived 1n Zadvarje. “ere.the lOL&L

big shot toldﬂus we were expacted and.that General Porovici




andﬂ.leavingfalf.our kit exceptvthe radioy

couple of?blocksswherekwe caught-aulorry“Just getting;

Italian Armistice Events

The following day, Sept. l7th, I attended as Auericav
representative &»conference at wh;gh:the~terms -under whic'
~the- Italians turned their weapons and equipment over to~""

the Partisans were debated. Pnesenx;wererGeneral.°onovicvw*ﬁ

L -

and Doctor IveaRibar. Tito's representatives?f




Exnilio: Bec‘uzzﬂ,f in command of th& Italia.m;l' Jo1
’Divi‘sion. His foremost concern was, thafa t
radio* & message might be: sent informingh his. wife Lwhat,

he was safe. With General Becu zzi. werev tww of hiq £t

There was 1o question aboyt: turning the weapons,

a.nd stores oven‘ to the Partisan& as. they had. - already

vuxg everything up in-
nt '.I'he problem was the thousands ot‘ un~
\{.Ita};_tanaiwho werex left withou any"'hfoooﬁ.ii”

British officers and, I were committecL
_ o respaetive governments that: in. Splitn
iwr]& 15 000 unarmed. Italian soldiers with :oanr five* days. :
- meager: ration& and 1o means of. evacuaf;ion.
nighﬁ& later a:*oonvoy did arrive to~

:»diers%"and, GeneraLl‘ Becuzzi ancL staff were.;{-l




-House in" Spli

offlcera and I were together. I felt like a show“ window

" The crowd ‘practically all civ:.lians,, kept sﬁaringm atwme

not knowing whether I was English or American;" .Another
m.ght I made the acquaintance of Mr. Zvononiz: Petricki

professor of English, who at that time was working on the




<’_~,r;x

even, bx*:childrew*and' wOmen. : Thousands of;'“ people took the

: mountainsw, Thex Italians hande& over. thein arms, ammuni-

' tion,, atones, et;cé.(’ very willingly. : Most, of the lorry

wxfe in their comfortable home.» we had; ~-rea.h te out;f of

B MR )




vDoctor:'{Smodlal@" 'He* hadg, Vi L
.timeA tax go* from hi‘s orfice toy ‘

" .'Ie ara entirely su.rrounded; by the enenv’.

be indecision on the part. of. the offlcers., ;Wesf have: beun

ready for immediate travel 81nce~ last eveningt_, Slept wit
our boots :.mr About. five mles down the valley tha Crer'mam

b1g guns are laying down a barrage. Severa.‘k hundred. refugeesﬁz&

v

o from Split have added to ‘the problenr.(f B

wriialosem cemsivion




’alaviaa,before thac wax*. , He had twcr sona who were both

»

kﬂ.lecia in service?., _Because oﬂ hlS vas




A the Eart;isans‘ m .‘;he:)

ith happiness@ and shot ofr their ri
the only ones whok thought; ther& wa& a. éurp::is ,v;attack:
ani stanted dashingf further up the. mountain., side‘.:;} '| P
. From brigade headquarters we watche& th:. ‘rightine,

* in the valley whiten continued all day and, night

. Skorpic and; Doctorf Karli were with Capt‘-.c‘

"'; General Popovic and Col.

a 'small can. of Jam. .,2 ‘Ve stirred the Jan into{the rice.
Althougn we only haad one spoon among five or us, we didn't
‘take long to get It aIl eaten, I

.

'I'he principal enemJ concentrat.{on was ‘a.t Imotski

:".Wlth the base at. Mostar. | The Prinz Eﬁgem Divisiomwent




&b fox Drni‘& ndi anocheri
;tq Sinj escorted. by' Chetniks* o
“the Partisan& vinto’ th

thenz &nd recaptura the Italian e“quipm
faile@ X

The e ’xemy' s#

ef;sea‘ or* tc suxry; >uncL

enf;i ‘

One Proletarian Brigade remained behin& t:he B er—-«
man colunm'tom cut communicatlons between Imotski

The,» secon&” and third brlgades of
'”weré.féngaéedffi{x; heé': -

anri




fW Octobe”'?rd GeneraL POpoviw started.,to».attack

“‘and spe,eded. into Livno.,; 'I‘here ‘was so mucn ammunitmn, :




‘I‘he Partisana went t@

' come~ to I.ivnor from J &.}ce by carx

a great. deal oﬁ‘-trauble borrowing table linen and 1l'ver-‘

warev f::conz the\ townspeople in order: to set a nice tab19

£ The Br.-gzadiér:

‘deoided;: te accompany Burke to ths coast anct see for h.un-

and m 101; or promrses, the Partisans losf; their enthusi- ;

asm, Whexx a signal arrived saying a sortie was due, Naj

:Burke woula_ show m to Melic, the -8th Corpsﬂ _Chiet of Starr;




couldna,*t“ ﬁx‘: 11: 2 Aften four days» of failiﬂgf*toa make»<

cont&ct,, M&JOI‘” F&rish sent; me* to Jajca to exchangen tbe
radia and operator for~ ax combination that would: worlc
Iatex:,ﬂ Major Farlsh was provxded with tha best wire-»
less operator available.

I, then remained J'.n J‘a,)ce where I“ lived with saven
Britism ofricers in e comfortable villa. whicln was,, |

to th,e vnlla 1n J’aJcet and announced tbat several tons
of stores had been brought to the Island. of V‘is byf -
the Amerlcans,- The stores 1ncluded 35 OOQ battledre
10,000 rlfles, ammunition,and 250 tons of rood;f

must be w:cong. Obviously these aupplies were. the re-

R/ ¢'_,

sults of their work ang that of Bnigadien

was on'




Contact' wn:h Ma,]or Huot

Ma,]or* Huotz was enthusiastically recaivedc by’* Tito and.
the: Suprem& S«'ca:ff.tw Wer enjoyedn a., spec:.aL dmner' wittz ek

s’caff officers..,r iNo British personnel werer p::esent. I

gave Maior Huot: a; verbal report on what. I" knew~ about Lbew.*

Paxtisan officers with whom he- ha& been in conVersa’cion”
_. als asa muctL general informatlon' as I had:. learned during

tha batter tham,two montns I_ had; spent with the Parti ans*

and. racent issuesa' of Par‘oisan newspaperé,u ;my“'copy of~ Lher

Italiam armistice agreement drawn up at. ‘SplitWAs de .

from. the abover: I yaver Ma;jor Huot fom: exposed-” rolls of
35 mnI fim (3& pictures. per: roll,) which I had, personally"
taken in Bosnia,, inc}.uding several shots ¢:>fw Ti.to, and. &

numbe::f taken in Dalmatia during them advance. into Split




f’ﬁorls, on. ther islandsg;", ; A
buainess.:_ Here Iwas: glad again to~ become%:part‘ of*’" haior“
Burke'smiss:lon.t At the moment the Germans‘ werew txying,
tor take‘ the Peljesac. Peninsula.r

Peile_sxac Peninsula Fighting

At Hvar i becamea acquaintad with commandant Gernt
heaﬂ.‘z of the Partisan Navy Department' COI ,Manola:, head'"
Qf the COastal Commandi,. and the Poli’cicaLCoxmnissar,

S o ved. mesﬂage from, the Bnigadie
. recalled Burk& to Hvarl

--~carried on brmyself.

- I picked up an old ship captain at Orebic, who actnd

vﬂas my interpreter. 'I‘Ogether we proceeded along the rucky"
trail. on mules, having two Partisan soldiers as -guides
Arter three honrs we arrived at the ransacxed town of

| Golubinica, t:he headquarters for the ;ofwsrd troops.
V_Here we: _spent. the early evenin6 in conversation wit

Ma.}or Niko z,artinovic, Co....“ander or tn.. 26tn'D1visicm




positions to our:f lert ozz, Mb., Rota cozmencemtha same
L way.. 'rhe two battles continuad for over three hours

”’Quite otten the numarous exulosmns of nand grenaqs.s :
indioatad c:lase-in ribatin,s. On urt. Rota the Germans.
:wre using at: .leasr.; one heavy mortar On thls night .

;'as 0 : that previous, }the Partisans were fox:cexL to fall

.—;’rew claya before. In Pijavicino I wes
told by‘ aurvivora th&t 142 eivlliaus had baen killed.

M




Some o theﬁ German" s‘oldiers killed 1m

th@ fightfng weref |

QItalian,uniforms w1th boyish haircuts

iftramped along 31ngle file.

A.Partisan "Battleshlp"

R A




gtructure about ten~inchesrthick filled,with gravel ,.
Traveling*at\about‘7'miles‘an hour wa\made’the trip with~
»ouﬁlinci&entr

Experiences at Vis.

From November 10th to December‘22nd I was at Vis,

"*éwitn occaszonal Visits to the other islands acting us

'fifzshipping;agent*and liaison between the Partisan BEccnomic

“;fDelegation and the.OSS/SOE operations at Barl. Thore

' were sama fourteen.British Officers on the 1slandsl ‘with.

‘ 4o:or 45 other ranks, all engaged in’ keeping Bari and

féairo~informed - The shipping,operations.have~been thDI~‘f‘“’

’oughly eovered im-previous reports.. Approximately &, 000

qnicklx“during hours of‘darkness, and in storing or dis‘
: ‘tributing the supplies received. RN
Another report.which I submitted on.24 December

islandsaat that time. (See Report No. 013546L

Also'another)report describes. conditions*andgeventsg =




:pubiighe&;« Josip-Broz "Tito" was*elected.Mhrshal or the: .
» my andurresident of the Provisional.covernmentﬁvDOctor?
'  Josip»Smodlaka‘was nemed Minister of Foreign,Affairs. .
Arter his speech.at Hvar that. evening he crosse& to Vis.‘
”"lon the same shlp Wlth me. I‘have in report dated 6 Decu{F“

lembar givenzthe life history of this 7h-year old lawyer

[and outlined the.setup of the provisional.governmenb.

‘atlon of thelr homeland from German occupation. This

NationaL Committee is in full agreement with the Allzms

that the'people of Jugoslavia must\postpone the settlcmentfﬂv's

of‘their own” domestlc government—problems untll after tne ;

War.. They desire that. a.new and better. Jugoslavla.ahouldwff

'5be founded on a democratic basis. The Committee feelw




Summary an& Conclusione

l% The latest flgure gives the total number cf.

Partisan troops as- 220, 000. They are organized into &
vfwell dlscipllned army under the extremely ponular leacHr
f?MarshalvTitc. AlIvthe ones with whom.Iicame in contavm

were,tremendously‘enthusiastlc and convxnced that out or

»naver’were‘cammunistica Dnﬂ Smodlaka,mthe,Minister of“
-,Foreign Affairs, and,Dr. Ribar, Presidentvof the Natioual

E'Committeexof Liberation are not Communists.avThese men and.

te

v,g»many othera eﬁ the,new~provisional government.are indLVLiualS Ji'

who-belleve in democratic principles..
3u~ There»are-Partisan groups in all areas “oft Juzo-
They 1ncludea0athollcs, orthodox,. as well as

The-vast,majoritycame from. the peasant class, bu’c,.e




lished‘in the flfty-fiva capturedwdocumentshwhich banded&

- tiom of those 1nterested Ample confirmation oﬁ this ccl—

”» of’ arms ammunition, food clothlng‘andxmedicines 1imﬂtsﬁ

tbe extent to which they'can carry. the~fight—to the er emy.

and tear on boots and clothing. Now during;?he»severe
winter weather the scafcity of blanketS'aloﬁg{with Eheir:
diet, which is definitely'ﬁeficient‘iﬁ botﬁ?fété*and'qugaré:
makxe the conditions under which they surv1ve very dlf“icultj
6;f The Partisans often request’ air supnort of " Allied

planes for taroets they'wish to attack., Occasionally thei

the bombing,of anyﬁhing not#bompletaivw¢

L hwﬁ.
- - LoLITn 7'_‘",..,.‘.

milltary causes them grave concern., . The airrlupporv shoul




fcuratetinformatzon“on the target.

7~ The Partisans are*very'proud of‘thelr accon-
plishments durlng~the more than twa years of continuoué
fighting@ Their contribution to the Allied war effort.

"more than,3ustifiss material support. from us. America“

actlons speak‘louder than words.' They*dO‘no;ythinkror us}

Our'British allle& do not~enjoy the same“confﬂience 30~

'informauion, and following the British.policyQ‘the Naw
'.York radlo broadcasts g2ave Mihallovitch credit for- the

ffighting‘ln Jugoslavia. 'It seems absurd.and.unjust to
fzhear'over*ﬁhe radio that. Mihailovitch was the great. 12
2 of Jugoslavia..vThis applied to newspaper editorials and
general. publicity as well. Also the news' that the Amsr- |

*'ican Government had made the Jugoslav Government in-ex 1e"




Captaln Eans bete's report@. My duties as~llaison
fflcer atNVIS and gVAR are outllned.ln detail in dj«
rectxve recelved from Captain Tofte (Annendix -1 -

Frequent ViSltS to the ig}ands by‘Captain‘Toile

of all problems. Also frequent trafflc by MTB or Jngoslav*’

and distrlbutiOn of;supplles. The unloadlng of ShlES wa

done:unaer coVer of darimess. Supnlles were stored in.

cattored nlaces as wrecautlon;asalnst loss by bombing.. The?1:~:

umarous coves around the island served as conven’ent hiding,.ﬁ';
claces for the SthS durlnd'day llght; Camouilag@a wlth
branches from trees they were dlfflcult for the recce air—zi.

craft to snot. Smaller boats were used to~move <u;plle"”




hlps;were?also used‘for- t?éﬁépérta-

‘«.\._

tlon.of crltlcally Wounded Partisans to Italy, nd th

i

A51de from tne shinping act1v1t1es,vcon51deratie

current 1ntelllgence as to the mllltary situatlon W




Tk

attemnts of f:he Brltiqh; to undermine the "oss activi~-

the only'other.Amerlcan‘ ith the Pa*tlsans. There wa

. e e

“acLean's headcuarters 1n Ja;ce at that time.

,4) Vhen I’was 1nstalled at VIS to concern Ty s nlf“’
1‘tne ObS Sthpng Operatlons, a Br tlsh caotann was:

statloned,at VIS.- ThlS cantaln's maln function was"

sterslpr
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'TO#ﬁff:i Captain . Benson .
FEOMz ' Captain H. Tofte
\uHJ”LT. 'Saipplua Ooer tlons

1. ﬁccordlng to alrectlve under. vnlcn the GSQ/QO:
5u1001ng oneration@ between Itazly ‘end Yugoslav:
rare carried out, sa id operations. are excluclvei
a O S. Sm, SOW reqnoaswblllty.“~~ ‘

" The 0.5. 8w officers onerat:mb thewshiépinéfin
- questlon are. ; SRR ’

Laotaln Hdnq Tofte E Ch“ef Ofthi?ClUV uﬂnratlovq
lst ‘Lt R S:f”homnson~nxeeat1vewefllce" wnipw.0pr
lst ht. We. Ellen B lfc‘?aintenanCa of v ss‘Ls
2 ; - ‘ LQa@Ing & D1>o3tchf '

by
SVRIPS

5¢ Accoralng to arrangements made to ensure communLcatlen
.. between this base and yourself durlngth Thonosonts:
recent visit to.the islands we shall inform you Ly o
" wireless:. of all sailings from. herevsimultaneoualv stat—-

ing ETA for each.vessel as rell as~descriot on of cargo
carrledw' RN

IR

Llsew1se you.are to inform this base by rlreiecﬂ about
‘all return:salllncs from your uOTt 0 other u(L"*.~ 1nw
'the 1slands. : .

,€a)' ToAmaintain satlsfactory 11aLs with the

%,u

:Partisan Economlc Delegation:s nt’.to the
: ; “Ti bmi tatloned




R ' . IWlth-.;NaVa.L,
“1;jm111tary ang; Polltlcal,commandS*ong

. ;
To' suoerV1se -in Looberatlon.withwthe~prnner'
: »lPartisan‘authorlty’~ the off: loading, camou-
- . flageiand rsturn, dlspatch.of all vessels arrlving
'f;rlth supplles*from Italy. : \ :

'i:To sume ise tbat adeouate tonnage is ava;Lable{'A
~at all tlmes for dlstrlbutlon of suoplle».‘ )

'; actLVLtles, confirming: wireless messages an v
. giving: an accurate picture of the current Ltua~
“tiomin thc 1slands from a- shlnplng polnL wf e

v1eu.A:~~ B L .

fjlntelllcence, ‘which you mey;plck;up*throuwh.tne~
*lla;SOBAOL aned in pp :

8. Bs regardq"our cable datcd 9 Dec. 1923'ordering you.t« o
: nold up all sailings from the islands until: you received
iartber"ﬁstructions, take due notlce of'tne follouhn;

o . e e o eyt e e e e O .

Ao - s from toduy-you should VlSlt every~cantaln
B efore hie sails from your port and brlef him
as &ollovs' ,
1, n"‘e sure he nows thc neW‘route. ;
‘uu»‘You rust. obtain: same from the Caotdzn
/U QRIJEN, vho is Que to drTlV( on
12 Dec.»l943. ; R

“a%e sure he sails 1mmedia£ely it is
- dark, not before and not-later. It is
‘essential that he’ nl#SHtth - as 3
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3 aive absolute orders tc

O thate under.ne cxrcumstances muct
any ship-attemot to- enter a%nort‘on
. the coast of Italy aﬂter”darkuxemhe
Navy has flat ogrders. ta: shoot  without
asking cuesflons,.un& tncy shoot Lo
‘gink. Ships which cannot’, ‘maike vort .
£111 after dark must heave too’ for
tne night, and as reg gards the oort

of BERE, . shivs arriving late rust

.. Keep V well clear of the harbour, say
10 mlles (rot. ten.mlles).. :

Lo ALL shios from now on should ‘sail to
ZONNPILI as we are in the- process: of
shifting. the shipping base to. that. ,
nort where Lt.: ﬂdmllton 1s’temnorarlly
+in chargn

5.~A11 C ptains must be. cuestloned by you

Sl upon: arrival at VIS abouts enemy’. activity:

’75 ooserved, 1f¢anyﬁnmhadla;uswgnx“"gen" '
:which we should~ ;now infplannlng St¢ﬁLngS_
routes, etc., ' -

Eor your informatlcn,the m/v‘

‘comer, -had a very uarrow. escape\whem she L

attemoted to-enter the port of BARL ‘the cther

nizht. She was nearly’sunk.and, of course,. |
“'placed under«arrest.

H
.
H
3

;"Lonflrm,recelnt of thls letter of 1nstructions at your g
. earliest possible convenxence by safe hand, addressod to L
the: unuerszgned. . e

e ey e e i b = A e ©

s/s Hans,V.‘Tofteg
Hans: V.
C:emf:.a:m,L AUS.
”U Chlefy>8h1pp1ng -
: ‘Operaticns.i;
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Ltu;Col.“ )

BENNI‘

SUBJECT¢' noctor?Josip Smodlaka, SRR :
“iinister: of’ Forelgn Affalres fOrHJugoslav
Partisans : -

At Hvar yesterday the "Slobodna Dalmacija“ pub~
lished:the attached extra reporting on the- conference
of  the National Committee for: liberationy JOSIR BRO’ e
TITG: has been: elected marshal by this Committee.: H

. 1s.also pre51dent‘of the provisionaligovernment=“v

s rmade the crossingﬁfromy
on: the'same;ship*W1th me.: - -Since he~speak

.~-"Slobodna Dalmaeijan had-a very hard timexﬁalking over
. the mountains~xeeping up with us.

- Drf Smodlaka is 74 years old. - He was-a¢lawyer at
Snllt.up to: 1914. - During the flrst,world war he was.
delegate in the Dalmatian Congress and Vienna Parllament
- In 1904 he established at Spllt together with young: in-
tellectuals: and ferm workérs the “Croatian: Democratic
Party" which was an attempt to unite Croats. and S-:rbs:
into one country and also to break up: the la*ge gstates
He managed the organization called "Sloboda“ In 1909

con:ined wbtil. 1917.0 after brea&up of’Austriamhe Wasmhe
of the temporary government of Dalmatia.. = Asimember of“th
National Commlttee of Serb—Croat—Slovene'h,‘ '




& oi‘“ tne ooum:ry".« g After taet he s' ambassadorh_
of Jugoslavia £¢’ the:vatican also to ‘Madrid ang- later
to Berlim. ' When:dictatorship was vroclaimed 'he gave
up his diplomatic: duties.: He lived as private. eitizen
at Split.. During this time he wrote pamphlets about .
the need for changing the constitution on: federalistic
ideas and for the settlement of the Croation nroblemc;.~
These pamphlets were confiscated by the censors. He“
was president of  the National Liberati on Comm.ttee ‘at
‘Splite. Im November this year he visited :TITO.at his
headguarters in Jajce. The vpresent military situaticn .
prevents him from. returm.ng there so he vull temnorarU N
be stayin‘, at Vis. c ‘ ,’,:«.v ,

I was glven the follow:mg statement m answers to oues--v
, tions abou.t the government. - ST

-"The: course of our forea.gm 90lltics has been shom by
the heroic’ f}.ghters of the liberation army. - 'Qur enemy

is faseism: and our,‘ aIlfes are’ Russia‘;‘ﬁmerica**aannti

tion.. ‘The aim’ of. our. foreign policy is- to assure our ﬂeopie*“
'political liberty,, social Justice, and complete benem.t o]

organized as a- federation. 5 On thls agrees the~ Communi‘,t
Party which has brought. the people tos fight. for liberation.
411 other political groups who have the: support of the :
people are flghting for f:h:.s program. S

We are cextain that this program will be understood: and agreed
to by ‘Allied countries. wha are governed by the same J;undamenta
principles. of democracy and self determinations, r_.sper‘lall

since the L{osccm* conference we fully expect“ that Allies
stab}.lsh' this prog ,

POy
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ItallanLCapltulation in,Split.
Lt“ ColukPaul Westuv

‘4; The follow1ng lS the almost verbatimsstory
"zs it was given; to' me by ZVONINIR PETIR ICKI, BrofeSSOF
of English, who lived in Split.. I report: lt*td»show ]
wnat reaction the: Partisans, mlght expect in. entering~
cher larger'cities 1nﬁJquslav1a“,%« :

! “thé‘fapltulation‘of Italy’on'th gthiofn -
eptemberyp he ‘Split:Committee: tionals Libera
or » demonstratior

‘,wwere repeated¢~ When the smallfIta].an
" tanks appeared;: tne-crowd‘greetea them~w1th‘applaase~
Italian-lorries. carrying. soldiers and men and woman-
from: Spllt‘were golng arouna.town eVerywhere Slny- ;
‘1ng and cheering S : ~

A"Hext day*graat crowds of peonle thronged the',
streets in order to see the first Partisans-to ariter
S51lit «nd to see VICKQ «RSTULOVICH, -Commander of the
Lth zone of operations, with the General commandlno
the BF?GAﬁOleVLSlOH.~~ R 4‘wgm,Tﬁpwm,W,
"0n the llth.of September at 2:0Q: A.A. German st
,Jsudaenly attached .the harbor,. sinking several. ships™
‘znd machine gunning the people on-the:quay.r ThiS* ;
. attack was repeated\in.the course -of the morning. AL .
~gnoon *he“ners arrlved tnat the Itallans had reuplved AT
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L

. 1 R

Was: theisignal for a: genera];y._uprisﬁ‘igm ‘The.
Italians: were disarmed by the population, in ,
'Some- cases: even. by children: and women:  Thous- . - :
ands’ of people took the road to. ZRUOVNICA, the
first rallying’ paint,from here they were to pro—.
ceed to Partisan Headquarters' in' the mountairns. . .
The Italians handed over their arms,. ammunition,
r storesy, ete., very willingly.. Most of the lorry
- drivers: remained on. their: vehicles and helped. - ..
- ©..the transportation of huge: quantities: of war
;- 'materials and stores to the mountains.. It was
-.-a tremendous sight: to see thousands: of" inhabi-—
- . tants of" Split,.young girls ‘and. boys;. men and
women migrating to the mountains to do. everything:
t:in’ their: power to beat the Nazis ang¢ Ustasha. In.
‘the mountains they’ were formed Into units and the
;same evening sent.to various fronts.. . 7! e
."0n the-E3th Séptember Parti sans tookiover the ad~
-ministration-of Split. - The Splitcdistriet command:
;mgdef..;_ap:: appeal for:volunteersa A ‘meeting held on;

¥,

ning of ;the: 16th attracted the:

1Splifiwag attacked: daily by!Germam Stukas owing
té complete absence: of any A.AL: defenced: They ¢
‘ saimed ationly military targ ets; but. private homes
-\ were-also-hit. ,After the.panic of: the first few
. .. days‘the’people got used to the-air raids and took

< them more calmly.: New regulations-were’issued o .
- the population and shelt ers _marke&. . The. often heard
remark was -'Where are the Allies;. why'don't they :
- 8send a few planesg?!’ L e 0
. "The civil administration was taken'over by the
.Committee  of National Liberation.. It 'functicred
‘satisfactorily in spite of the. constant: air raids,:)
~and lack: of premises (The Italians po¥ice burnec
‘the buildings of the prefectore and mmicipality) .;
.+ Twlce- the:Germans. destroyed the aqueduct, and. twice
it was repaired in.record time.. The:dlecgric plant
functioned regularly; the water. supply:y ' |
- Shops; reopened. and. 1ife. took. a moresn

stially: open'. from
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"Phe population was' regular ¥’ suppliec vgi.tng’foo@
;There» werw twor distributionSﬂ ofimea uz;ing;'f'th :

'Sincef 16- September‘ 'SLOBODN’A DAI;HACIJA «
organ of” the United Front' of: NationaX:Liberation:
- ‘of Dalmatis, was published irx 16,000 ¢opies.. For:
' the Ttalians a special bulletin: entitled;’ _‘LIBEBT ’U
- was” prmted:.a It was.issued in:the name; of) the
;v‘Comnutte “‘of 'National Liberation,. ‘buts they editor
was an I’calian, Captam and then <ta.f£, consisted. ot“

'L‘wo copies of the newspape::‘ “SLOBOZDNA DAIMALIJ‘A.
: as 1t-‘ was: turned out by hamt in the mountams

Three coples of the "SLOBODNL BAIMCIJA"“?',
' inA Spht; :imxnedl'ately after th.ef' Parttfsan X

& copyof’ the-first ISSIIGM‘ the: t’aliian newspapeﬁﬁs‘
“L’IBERTA“ mentioned in. th 'story abaves . :

A copy of the Armlst ce agreement : ¢

-’ Partisans received the arms:and equn.pment from €th

‘Jtalians. This is signed. by Gen.. Becuzzi of the;
""Itallaxt*Bergamc Division,  Ger.: Popoviciand Lrw:

" Ribar representing the Partisans; Maj.. Deakin and}
Capt. Burke for the British Mission ancI myself.‘ as‘ by
ﬁ.merxcan Representative. S :

f. One photostat of captured document '..
' colla.boratlon w1th the. Ital:.ans.,g__ C

e Nmety—elght plctures segregated mto ten cnvelopes* ’

- - for identification. These. pictures” composed th

T T eollection of~the "SLOBODNA; DALHACIJAY -and - *ver
glvenz ta me: by the ed:.t.cx: ” SERIF SBHOVIC.. . '

ALY the ;,enclosures‘ and*:
‘port: were turned: over.t
"“,ch:ober 1943‘ i‘or deliveryst




-

I hope 5 Benny;y;..ato :




W%It was amleasure*to* have‘y‘otrwith

joyed working so much with a B

" 2nd sincerely trust we shall.
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I th in.terests of 0SS and. on behaIf of: all.
E"wish tO“fmake these observations.‘ :

S ~un*hen If werri: onh Operations last August,i Majorz*- -
Lauls Huoll was my immediate senior officery  Major-Huot @ -
gave me- what: 1ittle: briefing I received.: ‘Welther:Col.
Amoss nor C l"""Guenther saw me. in reference  to the:opera-
tion I was going on&’ Mr. Macfarland, whom, - understood
frad: interes -in therl"ugaslav—“ ooeration di&:not*‘drscus
any” detaﬂ" with me-and only made one suggestion .Tnamely .

' ebinterested.'in the' possibilities: of; land—
- Pare b ‘ated territerr : "

-at; Jadjeeion;

-

rr vea there on: the?a late;

ac A verba:f. report: on swhat I knew' about the
Partisan ‘officers with whom ne had. been' in con~-
versatlon,;»also as much. general: infomatiom as-
. I Had learned during the better- than; two:
I\had spent m.th the Partisans;, s

_b, Photostats of“ some. 55 captured documents shOWm
ing Cetnik: collaboration with the-e

- photostats: had been: prepared for me
staff:at»nv request-




_;‘gether with a detailed reportr on:‘ my"‘"visi tor
vthe fronu llne on.. the Peljesac* pennfsula“ RS

, ‘f.u My copy of the Italian Armlstic »agreement
which' was. drawn up: at- Split... ‘l‘his ‘document:.. n
-~ had the following signaturess::’ Gen. Emilfo

.Becuzzi, Comnander of the Italian® “Bergamo'

‘divisiong Major Deakin and Capf:ain Burk& fo
r-~"the British: ‘h.ssion and myself " ‘
representative. RS

: ﬁajor Huct"s report on“lus wisit:
hea&ouarters inc Jaace."‘*Irr‘thls“lengthg aacqunt T
ca.pnot findg. any"f of . th.e things* I mention aboyve: referred £

. , continuc;us embarrassmﬂnt 03 o€ hat my
" pictures were not. returned.. . (Huot: assured. mesof several i
conles.)~~r,{any: of-my . hest" Part:.san -friends. nave:beén. askin
for their opromised copies. Also,, Lt. .Col.’ Deakin of thes «
“ British ¥ission,  with whom I worked-in. Bosnia, . was promisedy
-copies . of my pictures.- Ly failure to.deliver.is- very. swkard
“and not in the iInterests of 0SS since Lt.. Co '
. the heaﬁ of the Yugoslav Desk at M 0 [,.

7. Dt.rlng my flrst two months in Partisan* terrltory up
-the time ¥ajor Huot visited me at Ja,)ce, I 'see by the file

- that four- messages were sent- to me. ~Of these: four: messages

i one has never reached me and a secon(i onetlreacb.ed me in
: ovember after a.)or Huot's V151t..; ' .




"NOJ 18 BnNNE_TO WELLES RﬁChIVuD‘YOUR LETTER OF

lO‘OCTQBnR. ﬂANI THANKS AND pLEnsQ ”RIT “AuAIN BAVE
NOT SLEd ANSON.  THE'BRITISH'AnE SERTI} G THL bEPAAN

TnRuﬂT 0 THQS" ISLANDS\ ITH mJRE LIPISON OrrICLRS

AND BATYEN. T WOULD- BE ON THE COAbT BUT’THERE ARBf
DEFINITE ORDEPS T0 KEER WE HERE ON vzs n'I,PRESUAEf
THAT YOU GET DAILY SI IFUATION REPOETS. FROM;ISLD AND

%04 ALL IS WELL THIS' SIDE Aub'ﬁuor SHIPPINm LIuE;
'?Is 0PE BA&IRG~EFFECTIVELY L ' -

- Notes The underl:ned.portmsn 1n,ab0ve sxgnal;was , :

: ob;ectea ‘toliby:Brigadier- waclheun.. -Souehow this’ sl&noly

' received general’ dlstrlbutlon and' reached. Genéral w“;>on”
CIC of the dedixerranean.Theatre, who. got in touch with:
;IBrigadler MacLean for explanations. . Later Brigadier lac-

. Lean talsed .to-Lt. Col. Paul West, 0SS-ME who because of "7
this had me recalled to Cairo on December 22, 1943.. In..
conversation with Lt. Col. West.and. ﬂajor“General Sicrelx,
"C.0. of Force 133 Calro, it was agreed. that. .the matter .

. would be dropved provided I directed a letter of apol:gy
to Brlcaaler dacLean. This was done. At the time tne
signal was. sent,,I was the only Anerican w1th.the Parwisanst
“anu on the islands alone (VIS, HVAR, BRAC, & KORCULA) :

< Brigadier iaclean had. fourteen Brltlsh Ufflcers who nud

 'forty~f1ve other bnglishmen with them. ~ Shortly afterwards
~several Brltxsh-personnel were W1thdrawn from Partloa”

:t~terr1tory.‘




Y N

APrniDIX - 8 -

]

:7i;énuary’l944

Brig. iaeuean,
Force 133, -
I:.E\F. .

I am exceedingly sorfy that a‘pe:sonal
signai sent by me caused you annoyance.. It was
moét, creet of ne to include’ such a remar&.
fou:may be,aSsured of my complete‘loyalty to the -
ailied lltaryrhi53§on under youf?céﬁma@d?x

| Plegse accept my apolovy.f'

SELVIN Q. BmNboN'
Caut . A Cn

Lt. Col. Paul West sent the above lettor to
“7 Erig. ‘MacLean along with a -letter. of his. -wn.
Later brig. iacLean and Lt. Col. West met a%
~a conference in Bari and my apology was ac totod
~. verbally.- -Brig. MacLean.stating.that he Fould
be glad to nave me as a member of any mission
under his command.




