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xuubornOct. 25, 1887, in the Nesvizhaki reion, Sintaki uyesd,
:Jinsk province. Ny father was a small landouner.

Aftar conpleting clomentary school T enterd tlu Slutsk Classic
Cyumnstun (highschool), vhieh I umlotd in 1908,

When J was atfll in tho Gymmraivm T baeun ascnqusinted with fifkolsi
Ochapovski, Folikmp ‘avruk, and Yevgoni hpllevski, who were thén alresdy
studonts at tho Poterabury University, are now old fricads of mine. They
bolongod to a group of so<eslled “nashaniutsei® and worked in the dalo-
russisan Socialist Grasada. The word “nashaniuts®™ comes from the nase of
the Cirst mmmmummmmmm. uhich first
cms out in Vilma in 2905.

The struggle against autocrscy, which uas

oppreasing the peasant
muwmhumwtormmuthuuwm
engulfed ne complstely.

Thanks to ay onargy and eurago,lmtmﬁormhotpﬂ.ywm
topcnunney of the Palornssian Socialiat Gramada twthnmmtmt
1n short time

In 1508 I entered the physico-nathematic faculty of the Petersburg
Daiversity, and in Ssptember of that year I vas selacted by the president
of the Slutak associstion of coupstriots and joined the presidimm of the
associstion of compatriots et the university. My msterial muneu

- were difficult, since I had to earn monty and study at the sme time, but

nonstheless I passad all of the sxaas at tha and of the year and the fole
lowing yoar I reccived an allowance.

In 1911 zmmmtormuwmmw work and the
admninistration deported ne to the eity Pruzhanyi in the Grodnensksya Province,
under surveillance by the police, which transported ne there from prison.

I was fortidden to eater Petersburg, mrmmnm(mum).
Pinnland, or sny university town.

In frushanyi 1 made the acquaintance of 3 railread enginecr, nmnn
Charnotski, vho 45 a distant relative of my wife's. I borrowed money from
u-tornmmm- (TN surveying instrument) andtookupuudmm
The vork went wity well. This helped to makec me economically

In 1913 I obtainsd parmission to tike the state exaninations at the
university, since I had already received a certificate of graduation when
I was arvested. Liowevor they would not pemmit me to liwe in Petersburg,
but. I wvas allowed to take the examinations at thonorpluknnnrony.

I received my diplema in August 1913 and was given the position aof teachsr
of mathasatics and physics at the Chenstokhovsk{ Gymnasium.
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mmmormnmnmwuwnm.mm
by the Germans, and I was gent to the Ninsk Gymnasfum Zubakin

wm:ﬂa&.JMM

r.msxmmmmumputormnmnmkw
Institute, where srof. V.Ip&onu(hmmlmotm
u)mmwm

;mmbmmmm-uwmmeom.mxm."
teacher st the trade schoal and read lectures on mathematics at the
!mmmmmtnomnpmmnm.

In March 1917, right aftar the rewalution, I left Ysreslavl and re-
twnad to Slutsk. mmrmmwmw(m)m
of the interiu govarment. The pesssots of the Slutsk Uyssd knew we woll
from ny work with Beslorussian Socialfst Gremada. !mnwmmu
the Ogtober rewolution. mzm-.homumam mo-
russisn Gymoasium, which was founded by the Slutok Zamstve (dist
‘M)uwu-tunm. At the lmtho!mdnlnuof Bdo-

"and Palkovieh, At the same time I taught st the fowale Gymnssium
schocl: Khaikin,

A

m gust 1917 I was the delegate from the Minsk province to the
WMWW.MMWWCNM‘MO‘W
Interim Covernxent, Kerensky. .

as Orsht was

mrm.zz.n:w.mmmor Belorussis as far
undeyr German occupation. O Dec. Lth of the smsa year the Germans abanconed
Slutsk, ond the Bolshaviks wero settling the

g score with thoss who were

cpposed to tham. T decided to go south, and at the end of Dac. I arrived
in pariupol, in the.tkaterinaslavaiaya provincs, where I enlisted in the
T detaciment was shattsrsd near Volnovakha and

mmmaouummmryumozm Vinogradov, 7

Ia ¥ay, 1919, I vas pronoted to mruotxummemumu
divisional headquarters as intelligence officer

wm.nnm-umunmmoummsumwuu
to retreat westuard. We retreated as far as Voltovtayi, 10 km. frem
mmuu(umueu).vmammwompudwmm.
Cn Dsc. 15 the last train with Polish evacuses arrived in Podwolochisk fyaem
M,m!mﬁwwmunuhln,kamw‘nmm
to return to.

I arrived m&u'.bynyofhmv, ivey, and Yovel, and proceeded
fron there tn Jlutsk, whore my wife and children wore livinr., The city was
occupied by the Foles, but the Belorussian Gymnasium was still operating.

I wes again invited there by the director.

In the beginning of Juse 1920 the Bolshaviks were advansing on Slutsk
andwtmuyuﬂ tonmmumuvmzhuvi whare I had my cw houde,
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When I was still in Slutsk I got into contact with former Belorussian
servicenent and we decided to take up arms against the 3olsheviks,
Prokulevich was elecicd presideat of the Slutsi Rada (council); his
deputy was Vasili Rusak, who later worked as engineer im Prague. I was
commissioned to get into contact with whatever forces were fighting the
Bolsheviks in the West. In Nov. the Slutsk insurrection occurred. Thers
was only one company of insurgents, but the frame of mind of the popula-
tion was such that while the company was on its way to Semezheva, 28 km. .
‘west of Slutak, it was transformed into an army of more than 10,000 men.’
In Brest I was able to make commnsction with one-of' #alakhovich's detache
ments, which was marching in the direction tcward Luninots and Mozyir,

At the end of Oct. we occupied lg2yir and the Belorussian Government,
headed by Adamovich was formed. Our forces had gotten into touch with

. the Slutsk insurgents, when suddenly the Polies changed their minds and

deprived us of ammunition and then interned us in Lodz.

"The Slutsk insurrection was put down ‘and the insu.gents went under-
ground, but the last group of 18 mer did not give up the struggle againat
the Bolsheviks until 1929. This grocp was in the Budenska area.

From Oct. 25, 1920 to Mov. 1, 1923, I worked on the Polish-Aueriean
Connittee for children's relief, first as chlef of the Pinsk Uyezd and
- later as inspector general for the kestern Ixrug (district), which inmcluded
‘five voyevodsivo (provinces): Palesskoye, NeVigrudskoye, Belostokskoye,
Vilenskoye, and Lutskoye. Wy immediate supe:~1or was an American by the
name of Maurice Wright, who is now in Amerlcils It Seems to me he worked
together with former president Hoover. Inspictors for the imerican line
were Mr. Thompson (col. in the imerican army, sge 60) and ¥r. Rejnolds,
at that time age 35, The American Committee was liquidated Nov, 1, 1923, .
and I was selected for the vice-presidency in Brest , but T was there on]:
three weeks because the Delarussian activists wanted me to take over the
Vilna Belorussian’ Gymnasiugp, the directors of vhich did rot want. to approve
Poles for lack of suitable qualifications. .

Whila I was director of the Vilna Belorussian Gymnasium, I also boceme
chaiman of the Assoclation of Belorussian Schools, which was occupicd with
the enlightenment and education of the masses. At that time we already had
our -Sclorassian reprosentativas in tho Polish Dlet and senate, who composed
the so-called Beloruisian Ambassadors' Club. In 1526 the club broke up,
the left socialist group withdraving and organizing its own club, ‘which it
callsd the Belorussisn Peasant and Workers! Gramada. Its program did not
differ from that of other Polish socialist parties. The head of this party
was my friend from the university, Frof. Bronislav Tarashkevich, and
Sob/olevski, Rak-Mikhalovski, kyatla, and Voloshin were among the members.

The central committee of the party was composed of the president,
B. Tarashkevich, plus Ostrovski, Scbolevski, Rak-)‘ikhalovaki, Myatla,
Voloshin, and the secretery, Maksim Pursevich. Lo .

The party was enormously successful among the masses of the Belorussian
people and soon acquired a membership of 121,000. The Polish govermment and
the Communist party of western Belorusaia became uert to our influence and
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the Comunist Party of course wanted to tring our leadership over to their
- : . side. We refused. The party was then attacked from tuo sides: the Poles
- H accused us of being comunist, and the Bolsheviks gave them every possible
B I assistance in their provocation. On Jan. 1, 1927, the entire central come
L 3 : nittes of the party rnd many of its members were arrested, and on May 22,
o 1928 they were sentenced. Some of them were condemned and others relessed.
I was among those released.

I was deeply convinced of the mmiee of the sentente against the.

. Gromadov pedple, and through prolonged effort I was finaily sble to econ=

vince Polish social and political circles that the material on the basis

of which they had been convicted was derived from Polish police and Com-
mnist provoeat.ion.

A3 8 result of my efforts, all eof those convicted wero released,
Unfortunatély the Polos did not roturn to thom all of the rights of which
they had been deprived by the court and they were boacked by the Bolshavika
i and vent to the Soviet Union, Within two to threo ycars they were zll do-
i ported to Solovki and died ab the hands of the NKVD,

In 1935 the new Vilna woyevod (governor of a province) came to regard
me as a threat to his voyevodstvo because 1 vas propagandizing for the
Belorussian school, which was guaranteed us by the Polish constisution.
There was no legal basis for bringing me to trial, so another method was
| ‘resorted to, and I was tranaferred to a teaching position far in the in.

! toerior of Poland, namely in Lodz, which is uhere I found myself at the

v i beginning of the war between Poland and Germany. Further details on ny

. I S work are contained in the report The Belorussian Central Rada, Past and

.8 . . ! Present.,

o UET

R " Supplement: !y wife was arrested and deported by the Bolsheviks “in

. . 1939 and died in 1941, at the railread junction #61 on ths line frem Buznluk
to Btishchevo. My son escaped from the Soviets in 1941 and joined the
FPolish Army, which had been formed in the Soviet Union by Gen. Anders, and
then reached England by way of Irak, Persia, Egypt, Palestine, and Italy.
Ho 48 now working in England.

‘o

My daughter snd her husband and children are in Argentina, where they .
enigrated in 1948. They practice medicine in San Luis.

I may have distant relatives in Soviet Belorussia, but that 1s doubtful.
) . - They bava probebly all suffared reprisals on my account. My two sisters were
w0t AERO dsportad beyond “he Urals in 1926 and noehing has been heard from them since.

.
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e( Before proceeding with a discussion of the organization of the&a__
Belorussian Central Ruda) I should like to make a brief resume of the cire
cumstances leading to the establishment of the council. .

The wer betwoen Germany and Poland, which begsn Sept. 1, 1939, started
at the timo when I was in the city lodz, where [ was a teicher at the state
gymnseivm (high school) in the name of Kopornik. ¥y family, consisting of -
wife, daughter, nnd son, were living near Viina (in tho Vilna colony) at
the time, whore I had my own summer place, '

From the beginning of war I was cut off from my fanily. On September
17 the Red Ammy occupled Vilna and every conncction wes thus broken off.
On Dec. 5, 1939 T received a lotter {via Kovno) from my former secrstary
Albert fMiller saying that on Oct. 2nd my wife and son had been arrested by
the NKVD and that my daugkter was in hiding in Litva. Considerably later,
when the Soviets temporarily laft Vilna, I established contact with my
daughter, who was then working as a doctor in a small town called Aukstadvaris,
Lithuania, and I heard fram-hor that my wife and son had been moved into the
interior or the UdSk and that my sod” had been” seatenced to 8 years and my-wife
40 5 years in a corrective labor camp. My son was in the camp at Ukhta
Izhemskaya in the Pechorski area and my wifo in a settlement called Yavas in
the Nordovskaya Pspuolic, not far Potma, the nearest BR station.

Almost all of the Belorussians were pleased by the Red Army's occupation
of western Belorussia. This was due to Belorussian dissatisfaction with
Pslish policy, which in 1939 was aimed at the-@ssisilation of western Belo-
russia, : L

Soon however everyone was convinced that his rejoicing had been ill-
founded. Arrests and deportations of bourgeois elements were undertaken
and included counter-revolutionary elements.

A nass flight from Belorussia to the German zone of occupation in Poland.
Among thoge who fled weres (Dr) NikolaiVsShchors, Q’rotz MikolaiXShkelenok,
.V.\odlevski, Yanka$tankevich, @x_- VitoldyTumash, and others. Some of them
remained in Warsaw. They were: ' Op. Shchorz, who was taken'on at a German
hospital, Godlevski, and Yanka Stankevich. Together with Belorussians who
were already in Warsaw they organized a Belorussian Committee and elected
Dr. Shchora chairman and Godlevskl vice-chairman.

Prof. Shkelenok and V., Tumash left Warsaw and went on to Germany.
Tumash wanted to complete study for his medical degree at the Berlin Unie
- yersity, and Shkelenok had bsen urged to come there by the engineer Anatol,
¥sShkutko to work on the editorial board of the Belorussian paper Ranitsa.
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_ rugsian Gymnasium, . .

At the end of September 1939 I undertook the organization of a Balo-
russian Committee, since the Germans were demanding that all non-Poles
form their own national organizations. However the greatest impulse proe
pelling all nationalities to the formation of national organizations was
the relation of the Germans to the Poles and Jews. These two mationalie
ties were trested worst of all by the Germans. For instance, the Poles

were given the worst ration cards, whereas the Russians, Ulorainians and -

Belorussians received the same kind as the Volksdeutschen (Germans who ’
were citiszens of other countries).

‘Our Belorussian Committee soon grew to 800 members. Our dues soon
brought in a considerable amount of money (about L,000 makrs). Most of
our members worked at the factories in Scheibler and Groman and had come
here from Bolorussia in search of jobs. Similar Belorussian committees
were founded in Poznan and Krakow. So-called Vertrauensstellen began to
function - Russian, Ukrainian, Jelorussian, headed by the engineer Shkutko,
and Georgian, headed by Xediya. -

I suggested to Shkutko organizing a central Belorussian committee in
Berlin, which would unite all ot the existing Belorussian committees. This
was in fact done,

" At the same time Abramchik, uho was living in Paris, apparently got.
mto contact with the German Gestapo after the German3 occupied Paris and
one fine day the Gestapo brought Apramchik to Berlin to work on the Belo-
russian paper Ranitsa. However their hopes for Abramchik on the paper did
not work out and furthermore a Bplorussian Nazi by name of Akinchits Fabjan
was already working with the Germans andtrying to obtain for the Germans an

" issue of the Belorussian magazine Rekha, which was published in Paris under

the editorship of Abramchik and followed a purely Communist line. JAbrémchik
went through a lot of unpleasantness in this connection by Shkutko was able
to persuade the Gexmans not to touch Abramchik. The Germans agreed but
stipulated that he was not to be comected with the paper. It was decided
to leave Apramchik in the, department of mutual assistance of the Belorussian
Committee, which is whers he was working. :

In the beginning of 19k} the Germans bgcame interested in the Belo-
russian and Ukrainian organizations for a different reason, namely: the
suggested that we organize a parachute detachment to be dropped on the -
other side of the demarcation line. A school was organized in Ostrolenka

not far from Lomgzhi in Peland) under the direction of éiaj)./ﬂemlis and
Capt) fXozlovakl, There were three Belorussian groups of 10 to 11 men each.
ond of us were admitted tn participation in this operation. On the night
of June 21, 1941, all of these groups were dropped in the 3elostok ares,

but only group remained whole, a group of eleven men, and only three woundsd

remained alive from the othar groups.

At this time Tunnsh hed completed his studles at the \miversity and
_was sent as Junior dnctor to a hospital for refugses in Lodz, Here I
offered him the chairmanship of our Belorussian Cammittee since I myself
was occupied with Belorussian courses for young people. Dr. Tumash agreed
and we worked together in hammony, Tumash was my pupil at the Vilna Belo-
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At the begimming of the Geman-Soviet war I snggested to ‘hmah that
he txy to get into Belorussia. The Germans did not allow anyone to go it
that time, and I personally had no contacts. Tumash comnunicated with

(:!r Shchors, who was in closs contact with the Warsav Gestapc, and received
t‘rm him a subsidy for the Warsaw Committee. The Lodz Committee was not in
need of subsidy, because ve had a lot of our own money.

on June 29, that i3, & week after the veginning of the war, Tumash
Shchors invited Tumash to come to Warsaw. I asked him not to forgzet the
necessity of our getting to Belorussia. In the evening of July 1st 'rumsh-
telephoned me from Warsaw and asked me to prepare to get under way. On
July 3, at night, the Gestapo called for me with an official car and towmed
morning of July f;th we were already in Warsaw. Thero Tumash met me and said
that he was poing to Minsk via Belostok and I was to gn to Minsk via Breat,
Pinsk, Gomel, Bobruisk, in view of the fact that I knew these arcas well and
had many acquaintances there.

On the avening of tho same day a group ot L other Bnl.omaalana and I set
off for Lublin, and thence for Brest. Our assigmmont was to organize local
self~-government in Bolorussian territory. Having left Brest, however, I got
only as far as Plnsk.  The road to Gomel was still held by the Bolsheviks and
I had to return to Brest and take a train to Minsk. I arrived in Minsk July
13, 1941, where I mot Tumash, who had already become the burgomaster of Minak.
I myself am a native of the Minsk province, Slutski uyesd (district). In 1908
I finished the Slutsk Classic Gymnssiws. From 191k to 1917 I taught at the
Minsk Gymnasium and at the Hinsk Pedagogical Instituta. From 1917 to 1920
I was director of the lat Uglorussian Gymnasium in Slutsk and, up to the
October revolution, Uyezd Commissar of the Kqronsky's tesporary gover: t
Thus I had a largoe circle of acquaintances in the whola Minsk province. My
astudents were grown and they looked me up when I arrived in Minsk.

Taking into 'accounb my knowledge of bthe territory and the people, Military

. Administration Headquarters assigned me to the organization of a Minsk District
_Administration. This task was easy for me because I had acqualnbances in almost

every district and area. Exactly a week later, having been supplied with mili.
tary transport, I had been able to organize 21 raions in the Minsk oblast.
This astonished and impressed the Carmans, who t.hen asked me t.o include the
city Minsk in the general administration.

I refused, not wanting to sp?n my relations with Tumash, who was young
and ambitious. ShortlyYGodlevakis' 'Protllylvamvski, and’ Dr’} Lrmachenko arrived
from Pyague, They all aspired to leadership, an infectlon they had caught
from Hitler. fuarrels arose. At this same time (Sept. 1941) Minsk was trans-
ferred to cavilian administration and the commissar for Belorussia, gauleiter
Kube, arrived in Minsk, The Milit3rverwaltung (military administration),

" headed by Kraantz, whoss assistant wam Maj. Benkendorf, told me to turn over

the affairs of the District Administration to the aeneral Commisgariat for
Belorussia and at the same introduced me to Kube, who was chief of the Cone
missariat. He asked me to Btay inmy ponition and continue to handle the
matters that came up. The office was to be remared a Nebenstelle (local

~ station). The German civil administration was to work with the same departments.

T pointed out to Kube the stupidity of such a plan and proposed that each office
be connected directly with my department. Kube agreed to this, but when every-

thing had been arranged I was laft with only-one-gpatistics department, which
did not exist under the then civil administration system.
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I then told Kube that there was actually nothing for me to do and asked S : s
to be relcased so that I could work at my profession. He refused but offered L : e
me the contemporaneous position of rector at the Pedagogical Ipstitute and el ! e
asked me to take over the organizing of the institute. I agreed to this : N .
willingly and Kube promised me all possible support. He ordered one of his e 4
officials to l\xrnixh me immediately with suitable premisez for the imstitute. ' : .

Iaalected the on2 suitable building that was vacant at the time., It Coih: R o
was fommerly a chemical institute, but despite all efforts to obtain thiz : )
building the results were negative. then the official scmehow did cbtain . | L. B k
orders for this bullding, it was taken over by the distriit commissar. It : ‘
became evident that it would be difficult to work with the Germana.

At the same time frlction arese in the Nebenstelle and the Germans were L L '
interfering everywhere, not taking into consideration the interests of the - R \
Belorussian population. T called this to the attention of Mr. Kube., He . : SN
" promised to investigate, but every day matters became worse. Db R

Whenr I net B former colleagues in the rilitary Administration Head-
quarters, Kraatz and (liaj} ‘Benkendorf I found out that it would be difficult
to work with the ci tration. Kraatz suggested that I quit my
present position and work with the Kriegsverwaltung of a division that was -
then being allowed a rest period but which was preparing to leave for Bryanske
Y said that I would give him a final decision somewhat later, since I atill
hoped to be abla to organize the pedagogical institute.

o
°

October paaaed, and dissatisfaction grow among the Belorussians. Yanka .
XStankevich reported to the SS Security Service on Godlevski, Godlevskl on .
Stankevich, and Prof. Ivanovski on various people. 7T remained on the sidelines [

in these quarrels but I could not leave bacause we were all in the same Belo-
russian organization.

.

During dinner on Oct. 30 the German police called on me at my quarters
and said that they had beea ordered by the chief of the German police to tike

avay my radis. My radio was playing music it the time. I said that T did:mot
have a radio. The policeman was very surprised at this and pointed to the
radio, saying "But there it 1sl® I answered that it didn't belong to me but
to tha man who was at the table with us. This was my former student, Uladimir
Y Shavel, former officer in the Polish army, who was now working for the Abwehr-

kammando 707, which was headed by (MajlXkribits. Shavel confirmed me in this

and showed the policeman a certificate in which it was stated that he was S
authorized to listen to foreign broadcasta when he was alone in his room. .
The policeman was disconcerted, saluted, and left. An hour later Maj. Benkendorf L.
called on me for a final answer, since the Military Administration Headquarters
‘was supposed to leave Oct. 31 for Bryansk.

I lmmediately gave Benkendorf an affirmative answer arnd wrote a letter to
Kube saying that I could not work when his polica came to rob me. The letter .
was in correct form but the language was somewhat sharp and Benkendorf advised v
me to leave the letter with Shavel for transmission to Kube when we were no '
longer in the city. That 13 what I agreed to do. Later, Kraatz, who came to
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: Bryansk from ¥insk, where he had gone on business, warned me to be careful

i sbout going t> Minsk, because Kube had threatened to have me hanged. ' A year

- later, I was in Miask and Kude did not hang me; he evan sent me New Year's
greetings and said that bs considered the incident closed. Apparently Kraats
had convinced hh that he was wrong.

We arrived in Bryansk Nov_. 2 and thm I.orzanized a local Bistrict

§ ; Self-Govermment. I was in Bryansk until April 20, 1942, and then moved to :
! Smolensk with Fraats to organize the Smolensk District Administration. I ) AL

H uas there until Juns, 1943. At that tine Tesmer invited me to the council . s

of ministers unaer the supreme commandsr and asked me to go to Mogilev to

vas unable to deal with the question,

Iias pot long in Eggilev. I organized a district administration there
and an officers' school for the training of commanders for four units of so-
called Ordnungadienst"{provost service), which were supposed to fight against ;
_the partisans. In October I fell 111 and went on leave to Bsranovichi, where .
ny danghter and her husband, both of them doctors at the Baranovichi haspital, '\
1lived. . ~

e v

1 ataycd in Baranovichi until December- 19, when I unexpectedly received ,
a telcgram from a fricnd of nmine, the former ambassador of the Polish Diet, '
YurilSobolovski, asking mo to come to Minsk immodiatoly. I was struck by tha e
fact that the t,nlcrrnn had been received thmupgh tho Dintrict Commissariat and : AN
brought to me by an afficisl of the Commigunriat, Mr. M{chke. This was at 11 R "
at night, I told Fichke that I would leave tho next day, since the only train v
for Minak left at 12 noon. He replied that a place had already been rezerved (IR
" for mo on a military train that passed through Baranovichi at thm in the —
morning and he promised to send a car by for me,

vl At eight in the mox'ning of Dec. 20 I was already in ¥insk, at Sobolevski's

apartment, and he told me the reason for his urgent request. At e in the

morninz the Belorussian activists, sncnmmg"smuenkt and Xosyak, met here on Tevl
the preniseu of the Belorussian Selt-Md Comnittee, vhose chajxman was ‘Sobalevski. A

Shkelenok was the speaker. In his report he outlined the contemporary
situation. The gist was that up to that time there had been a Vertrauensrat
(confidential council) at the Genersl Cammissariat, consisting of Sobolevski,
Shkelenok, Kosyak, and many others. This council had teen formed by Dr. =
I-;machenko when Kube was alive, Recently an unpleasant had red at
ons of the meetings of this council. The aelorusslang began to complain of
the conduct of the German district conmissars and various district adninistrators. -
The Germans had not expected this and closed the meeting, claiming to have urgent

business, The council did not meet again for a long time, but the situation in L o
Belorussia became worse every day: the partisan movement was growing, murder was t ~
rampant, trains wers blown up, and roads were nmined, Finally the commissar Kuvbe o
‘hinself was killed; and then the burgomaster Prof. Ivamsveki. The Gemmans saw K
that something had'to be dons but - they did not know how to go about it. Finally —

Gen. von Gottberg turned to the Belorussian activists who were on the Vertrauensrst
and asked them to reorganize this council into a nrore suthoritative independent
; Belorussian agency with incomparably greater authority. Discussions were being
Lo held on this matter, princ&pally ‘w,it'.h Sobole,v;l;‘i and Shkelenki. The Germans
iy 10 natl
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do the same kind of organizing, since there the local military administration o 7

~3

R
e
=




&

ES

.

'
1

B

Now

o . e
. " . -‘ . N LA
. - - | I R, [P - - _— .
: * : ICRUES I P R 2
: .
v H " : ( »: & “«“6-‘ .’5 wwew
. . Lo '
A ]

. . PO ” .
drew up in brief the statutes for this organizatfon and asked the Belorusajan
activists to submit a candidate for the chaimmanship, then Y pointed out that
. all of these steps were being taken about 2 years too late they said that
there was no other uay out and that if we vere to refuse even greater reprisals

. could be axpected. After prolonged discussicn it was decided to agreo to tho
German proposal but to mako eccrtsin stipulations. No final decision wan

" reached in regerd to tho candidate and tho questlon was paotponed until ovening,
that §s, until after a conf rencae with tha sencrsl ¢amiispariat, which had boen
set for 12 o'clock of the aame day, De¢. 20. lo had, houover, limited the can-
didates to threo: I, Sobaleveki, and thkelcnko, ono of whom was to be chaimman
und the other tuo vice-chalmen. . '

Amoty; the Sormans Laking part in tho conference wers the chief of the Minsk
SS Security Scervice, Sepp, and the chief of the personncl section, Dr. Markus,
Von Gottberg was supposed to arrive later. Our side was ed by ne,
Shicelenok, and Sobolevski. The latter were actuainted with the German repre-
sentatives and Antroduced me. Being new to the situvation, I was supposed to
take ths lead in talking to the Germans. I told the Germans that some of uhat
I had to say might be unpleasant for them. I said that their proposal had come
two y-ars late, but that we were willing to collaborate, although if we did it
would have to mean an end to the outrages perpetrated by the Germans on our
people. The senseless burning of villages, the shootings of the population,
all of this would have to cease. I had with me a list of the most shocking
acts committed by German police, gendarmes, district commissars, and others.
o further asked to be allowed to protect our territory ourselves against
the partisans, and for that purpose we would have to have our own amed forces,
The Germans paid \careml attention to wkat I had to say and when I fimished
Dye Markus thanked me for being frank and said “For the first time since we
have been hare we have heard what, although it is unpleasant, is the truth,
Wo believe you when you say that this is trus. Both your workers and ours
have been telling us Jawohl, alles ist in Oydrung (everything is 0.%.), but
we feel that nmatters have been getting worse every day.®

He contimued by saying that the general commissar intended to turn over
administrative matters gradually to the Zslorussian Central Rada, but that
in the meantine he wanted to know who our candidate for chairman of the Council
. was. Shkelenok and Sobolevski indicated me, deciding to take the posts of vice
chairmen themselves. This wes unexpected for me, bacause I had thought that
Sobolevski would be more suitable for the position. The Germans willingly
accepted my candidature, but I began to refuse for reasons of health, It is
trus that T was looking well at the time, and they said that they only wished
they had my health at my age., Iaivanced a further argument, that I worked at
the front all of the time, with the greens (refers to color of uniform), and
that I would not be able to work with the yellows (persons in the ecivil ad-
nindstration, whose uniforms were of that color). In reply to this I was

. promised that I would not have to have angthing to do with the yellows and

that I would deal exclusively with them who, as servicemen in the Eichergeist.

" dienst {Gestapo Security Servica), wore green uniforms.

In conclusion Mr, Markus said that it was my duty to my people to accept
" this position. I gave him my agreement and we set the time for the confereacs
, with Gen. Gottberg for 6 o'clock in the evening, since he had been detained
* outside ths city. TS
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We met at t.he ampointed tm at. won Gottberg'. office. Ilo read aloud
tnnstha 4Ch statutes, uhich consistod of 6 points. T again brought wp the
question of Belorussian armed forces and he epreed to my dewand. I mede two
further requests: 1) that our army was to {izht oaly on the eastern front
sgainst the bolshoviks and 2) that within 6 mos. they would help us to forn
a second Belorussian congress, The first point was accepted without du-
cussion, vot they granted the sscond one unwillingly.

The next day, Dec. 21, 1943, a celebration vas attended by 300 Belo-
rusaian Activists at hich Gottherg read aloud the stitutes and amnounced
ny sppointment.

mmmthnnm,ﬁewmwmmaﬁmmuu
president. At & meeting we three invited two captains, Kushel and Pawel
Svirid (president of the court in Paranovichi) to be members of the Hada,
wmmmmmrdmmupm.xutmﬂ
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2. Yu.“Sobolevs) 1st vice-president.

3. H.'Shkelenolk, 2n! vice piesident.

L. F. Eyshel, military section.

5. P. Svirid, court.

6. . Petr Orsa, econony and cooperation.

7. Yevgeni.Kolubovich, culture and enlightenment,

8. :Dr. Grinkevich, health,

9., Semen Xandyibovich, busineas adninistrator.

30. S.YKolyadka )

11. Stankevich’ ) professional union representatives.

12. U.,Rodzks, youth, and later military. .

13. D, T rovich = female youth, s

1h.\MGanko’< ‘male SHY :

15. anc - reserved for Colzhuodtov, who was then still in latvia (Rige).
He joined the Rada aft congress.

e eezara

n

Organizational matters tock up about a month and on Jan. 22, 19LL a public
meeting of the Rada took place, attended by Germans, the clergy, and the civilian
population. My Council declaration was made public at this meeting. In addition
te. the matter of taking over from the Germans such departmenta as pubnc etuca~
tion, lotal self-yoverrment, the courts, and so forth, I called attention to the
organization of the armsd forces.and furnishing them with the necessary weapons
and amwunition. The work of the council bad loud repercusaions in places, but
the Germans kept their word and there were no further ocutrages. On March 10
1 iasued an order for mobilisation in the Belorussian Krai (district) Defense.

I kmew that ws would have to count on the good will of the pecple, since we had
po exscutive pover. Each could chooss tor himself whether he wis going to join
us or the partisans. The Germans were very skeptical about our mnaking and
when I predicted that s could count on the enlistment of 10,000 seldiers, von
Gottberg said he did not think the mumber would excead 2 to 3 thousand.

what wos their surpriss, whan within three dm 28,000 people had shown
up for inductioni
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Gen. Gettberg congratulated me but’ asked shere he was to find arms and
acmunition, inasmuch as he had been counting on 3,000 recruits and had not mads
preparations for more than 5,000. Where was ke to get hold of uniforms? Food?
It 1s true that the difficulties were stupendous, but the population itselfl
came to our assistance. Forty battalions ware organizod and disposod of in the

. aveas that were considerod to be the mort threatencd by lied partisans. Thess

battelions defended the population mot ouly against partizan plllage but from
Gemmon narauders. The adninistration was put in our hands,.and there was a
depaty of the oCh president at every district comissar's office, without whom

the commissar was not to take action in matters relating to local self-goverment, -

Indeed be could not, becsuse he had at his disposal a few dozen policemen, and
ve had our arwed battalions. The district commissars began to complain to the
general commissar, who bowever told me not to pay any attention to them. He
said that he now considered them unnecassary and that he had decided to send all
of them to the front. The population sided with the Rada, :

In spril I started to tour the districts and $o hold mass ncetings, calling
the partisans to come out of the woods and to return to peaceful endeavor to-
gether with their fanilies. After such a mesting in the Slutsk district 4,500
partisans emerged, who, as had been promised, were not hammed. They were all
issued documents by our police and settled with their families in the villages.
The stress of volunteers contimued to flow to the Belorussian Erai Defense, but
there were not encugh arms. At the sams time an officers® school was opened in
Minsk, which graduated 600 officers before evacuation,

On June 27, 194k, the second Belorussisn congress was held at the Mimak
Mgnicipal Theater, attended by 1,039 delegates from all parts of BSslorussia
and enigrants from Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Czechoslovakia, and Germany.

Of course thay were not delegates elected in national elections, since the war
tine circumstances did not allow of this, but monetheless thay had been elected
‘in their villages and citiea’and by Belorussian organizations. There were many
peasants and laborers among thon, as well as members of the intelligentsia and
professional unions. I opened the congress and proposed the election of a
presidium, A congress president was elected, a professor at the chemical
institute Kipel, who had spent five years in a Soviet corrective labor camp.

Thereafter I delivered a report on the activities of the 8CR, concluding
with these words: The membership of the Rada is not complete becanse of the .
absence of dslegates elected from the rafons and volosts (districts), but we =~
have not been able to do this, Therefore the Rada zhould bs reorganized, but
this w11} bs your task. I consider that the BCik has carried out its mission
successfully, and now the future fate of Belorussia is in your hsnds.® Hear:

ing
these words, tha six Germsns from the Security .Service and the genersl commissariat

turned pale, becsuse this had not been foreseen in the plan for the day. The
congrass president proposed the elsction of a Rada president, in view of the fact
that the suthority of the Rada had increased. S

Only ons candidate was put forward, ost.rdvski, swho was upnanimously slsccted..

The congress heard two roports on political themes and then adopted the following
resolutions: o
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1. Confirmation of the act of March 25, 1918, of the Councll of the elo-
‘ ruesian Mations) Republic, declaring Belorussia a free and soveroign
power. . : . .

2. Eullification of al) pacts and treaties concluded between Poland aad
the USSE without the participation of the Belorussian people.

3. To withhold recognition of any treaties made without the pmwpatlon
of the Belorusaian peopls batween the Polish goverprent in exile in ¢
London-and the USSk and bearing on Selorussia and the Selorussian people.

4. Becognition of the Belorussian Central aAa. headed oy Prof. Ostrovski,
as the only legal w&n of the Pelorussian people.

Atthoeomluiont&mhutnpluedtheﬁ.hmﬁmm,mot
course it vas decided tc send & telegrem to Hitler, since that uas required
procedure at the tine.

fhe theater was guarded the whole time by the junkers of the Selorussian
officers* school. .

¥
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6 city had changed. The Ealshevika had

broken through near Borisov and the Germans were gradually besginning to evacuate,

At 11 o'clock of the night of Juns 28 an orderly of Gen. Gottberg's called on

®e and told me to be ready to evacuate by three o'clock that nmight. I refused,

Vithin 15 mimutes Sopp cane to a6 to ask the reason for ry refusal. I said |
before I left I would bave to see to the evacuation of those serving unier

ns ad their fanilies. Hs agreed of course and promised to let me have a train

by 8 in the morning near Radu. Hoe kept his word and at 10 in the morning of

en entrained, Bomds wers £adling and the BSolsheviki

re advancing on Minsk. The train did not leave until 10 o'clock in the |

evening of June 29th. I decided to spend the anight in Minsk to tend to the

ovacuation of those remaining, snd I was not able to evacusts myself until

Juns 30, but ths route west had alresdy been cut off. There remainsd only one

chance to reach Vilna. I nanaged to got through two hours before the way to

Viloa was completely cut off.
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The Rada‘s ictivitiss in the Bmigration

The train with ths BCR reached E8nigaberg safely and from there it went on -
to Berlin, Our battalions retreated fraw hattle and most of them got to Germany. [ .
Hora they wers roorganized into the First Belorussian Division, which was com-
manded by Eigling, from SS Headquartors. The division was disposed in the -
Hirshau area of Bavaria, &t the situation in Germany was growing worse every
day. I visited the diviaion on March 25th and at a meeting of officors I issued
a secret order to establish contact with the allied command, In April this was
dons, Our division occupied a Rhein crossing and opened the way to the allies,

For this service our division was taken prisoner by the Amsricans, and those !
who did not escape were later turnsd over to the Bolsheviks, ;

In January 19L5 the Rada membership was filled out snd new statutes were
adopted. In ths mams month two groups of our partisans wers dropped in the
roar of the enemy lines, in the Nalibotskays Forest (ia the Molodwchno srea).
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They were 31 men in all. Mmmme-mhozwmu
mmmnws(mm). m,wu&mm.

Wneﬂpl&umm,uw.a-‘& 1945, I callsd & plensry
moeting of the Ot near Wirsburg and propossd that all overt activity of the
nuwuu—ammmormmmm
uam,mzhz.u-mmbtowummun-
ths Belorussisn Estional Canter. The proposal was adopted and such a centar
was founded in Regensbarg. I turned ower to this organization all of the Rads
funds with the exception of 43,000 JM, vhich were in a current account at the
(uvtuam)hm(ﬂhﬁesmnhn. Imm-hhh

?

VMN‘M!&IRMMM

umsmotmmmw»mmmuummnmh
and got to Paris and there, taking sdvantage of the temporary halt in the work
of the n deehred hixself president of the Belorussian Watiomal Republic,
on the bas -mmul-m-numpmmuotmw
National Secret preparations were deing made
anoog the Belorussisn catholics. m-cukgotMeMMouotm
teachars at the Belorussian Grishkevich, firea tto Andera corps, and

Gyesasion,
then went to London whers, vith the Orishkevich, be nads contact with the

[EEEED B _muwn—mmwmcurwwmzmm

wore only a few of them left m)z
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) M present the mwn‘uhip “of tho 0k includcu t.he fono\dlu pormanant

; Rada mwbaﬁs i i
! 1. (or) N. Shchors ’ .+ Voltsokhovaki - - -
15 \] 2. Yu. Sebolevaki . ‘15. Sv. Koush
i ¢] 3. I. Kosyak ¥V 16. Kikhail Zavistovich
\| Ls P. OTsa : &' 17. ¥ikhail Ignatovich
) }} Se (Profl Dr. Stepanov \i - 18. {aj) Senka i
1§49 ] 6¢ (Or} M. A. Teodorovieh .V 19. (Qri (vet) A, Pleskachevski
- i 7+ A. Russak 20. fan hudz
! 8, (Bishop/Afanasi 2. (nrJ Mrkadd Arekhva
e it 9. (Profl N, anit:)d o 22. Cheslav Naidsyuk -
N O T 10, ¥rof} Zharksi ‘- 23. (Or}) Shuzeika
A 11, Vasili Ragulya \ rof. B. Surawyi
U L 12, trmanuil Yasyuk - S, Shcherba
: 13, {Lt. Col) A, Buglat \un- three or four others (I don't have o
© st with me)
N H There is at least an equal number of non-permanent mcmbers, who are
af. delegated at each plennry session by the social organizations and political
= 1 - parties..

A The Kyivichi did not f.ake part in the electinns of 1948 becanse they
could see that thoy would not obtain a majority.. They also refused to join -
.the coordination camnmittee for pnlitical parties, although we invited thon
twics.  They also refused to teke part in the all-emigrant congress, the cone
vocation of which I proposed in 1950, and again this year,

"It 18 impossible at present to oau a plenary session of the BCK, in
visw of the fact that the emigration is scattered in various western co\mtries.
We also lack the material means. In comnsction with this situation it has been
i decided to call a district plemary session in those areas where there are BCR
! members and members of Belorussian organizations in Sept. and Oct. of this year.
- Such local plenary sessions will bo hald in the USA, pngland, Gomw, Canada,’
France, Spain, and Argentina.

" The composition of the Gérman plenary session vﬂl be about as follows:

- 1. P. Gstroveki ) . .
2, gl:l‘, Tgodorovich ) :
Ignatovich ; Pormanent members of the BCR
+ Iyan Zharski )
S. yZabavski 4. ...
6. (Dn. A, Areihva - repwresentative for the delegation for the Am, sons .
7. (Ma},) V./Senka - represemtative for the delgation for tho prit. sons.
. Kl 8, 1§ Portleznik )
-~ i 9. «¥Golkh ) The Union of Belorussien Wailskoutsau ((Combatants)
i 10. Mk WMayevaki :
i 1. 5. Riseloveki ) The Belorussian Independent Party

[rr) ' . : S
sceurity (nlirmation ' )
I ‘\';’ /"\:— .-:‘I‘...
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'12. ¥Karpovich )

o
S22

gqeunity
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13. vMankou fwv ) agloi-ussian party VUylsvalenya

1. (I don't remember the name) -
15. « Col} L, ySarechnyi

Of course others may bé dalegated from p
way also be that

but I doubt it,

punici, Aug. 22, 1952

the Erivitski organiszations will

Belorussian Fationsl Gramada

16. cﬁl; A, tald - ’ :

17. It. ColjxAsachyl | ; Balorussian Vyisvol Bukh

18. 5 Warbitokd o

19. !\I.)(;'opko L N

20,. (Don't remember name) ) Belorussian Patriots (III force)
- Plus two to three non-party people from camp committess.

arties and organizations.

&

ot o o

{ . Ostrovaki

It

agree to eend delegates,
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i - : Qm of the Hasources in tha Stmmlo again..t Lolshavism

L 1 : l\ccording t.o a ltoman proverb, if you want peace, you munb propara for war,

' i " . Of coursae pcoplo do not want war, and overy effort is bwiny made ta prevont it.

’ )t ) Mowever, there are some reactions, such as occur in chemistry, that it is

- impogsible to prevent. The world, wanting peace, is nonetheless heading for

war, whick wil) undoubtedly come. The two opposad systems, democracy and
communism, cannot co~exist. N

> e This being the case, preparations must be made so that there will be as
T | 1ittle human suffering as possible. It is not g¢asy to conquer bolshevism,
- Armed force alone does not suffice, but nelther doea propaganda alone.

. * The feverish armament that is being carried on on a world wide scale
i . shows that this phase will be dealt with as necessary. Hpwever, the other
i aspect 13 not altogether satisfactory, The broadsasts of the Béc and the
. ! Volce of America, telling about the poor conditions of the Soviet worker and
)

kolkhos member, camot be considered effective propsganda. The workers and
kolkhozniks themselves know about their lot better than they can be told.
! But if even the broadcasts were of interest to the listeners, it vould be ne
\ guarantee that the people would be on our side. The outlook of the population
} 1s not enough - their views must be converted into action.

Hitler also vent east with such propasanda, saying that by was not fighting
¢ against the Rusaian people, but against their bolshevik leaders. It may be
: odjected that Hitler is not an example for the western democracies. But I
have another example, among those western democracles, who not long ago turned
over every fighter against holshevism to the bolsheviks themselves, to be shot
N by them. It is true that this was a lung tims ago, and I am told that this was .
3 *  a mistake on tho part of the Westl But what guarameo 13 there that this mistske
" will not be repeated?

) B R & T have very fresh news from behind the Iron Curtain (July of this year).
AR whers (nti-bolshavik undergraund workers who have penotrated the administrative

. 78 apparatus pose the following questions: Vhat will be the attitude of tha

P L Americans and inglich when they moet us in the uniforms sf the MVD, tho KG3,
i or the Polish secret police? Will they not act the same as the Gemans did
1 |'  with the commwnists, who let themselves be taken prisoner, out of their desire
to free themselves from bolshevism? Will they not regard us as ideological
collaberators of Stalin and will they not send us into the cellars of the
same MVD and UB (secret polico), so that they can set up 3 Hirenberg trial
and reward vs with the gallows?

+
Q.

It i3 necessary in the first. place to make the propaganda so convineing
that £¢ will be believed, and in the second place we must bring into play
weapons that will convert the passive frime of mind into a dymamic element.

For the propagania to be beliaved, it must issue from someone in whom
the people believe and who has nevar betrwed them, The propaganda must
i98uo from our blood brothers among oppressed peoples. It is unimportant

fSranr® it rmetin.
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| that we- were collaborators during the war, and it 1s utter]y unimportant with

' whom we collaborated - Germans or devils. what is important is that we were

: never collaborators of Stalin and that we have fought against him without
interruption. Under the German ocoupation all of the population collaborated .
to some extent. The teacher taught his own children, not these of the
Germans, and the doctor treated his own people, not the Gemans,

In addition to well conducted propaganda,.we must be equipped with ons
more weapon, that being an underground anti-bolshevik movement over there.
When we have organised undergro:.ad cells'in the entire territory of the Ussu
who can at a moment's notice carry out an opperational assigmment - then,

S and only then, can it be said t.hnt the coming war will claim a minimum number
R ©  of victinms.

&

It is di!'r:lcnlt to say whether this aim is capable of ‘fulfillment. T
. P den’t know what the chances are in one or ancther area of thy Soviet Union,
- . . but I know without any doubt that thero 1s a possibility in Belorussia,

It has been establishcd that by the western border of Poland, in the

: territory along the Oder-Nisa line, about 400,00G refugees from tha:lr native

i country have settled, many of whom have been aole to establish legal residence
) and even to acquire 'rat.her important positions in the administrative apparatus.
It has further been estsblished that sections of the Belorussian battalions
remaining there, which were engaged in partican activities until 1948, hawe
decided to go underground because of the impossibility of openly fighting thn
goverment's amed forces without ammnition, ams, and food. Contact has
been established with soms organlzed conspiratorial pgroups. It is of no ime
portance how many of them thore are - the important thing i3 that they exist.

v
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They organized in the first place to be able to aid each other in acquiring
legal existence. Their aim was purely practical. They all understand that *
the Poles lay claim to the territory of western Zyslorussia and therefore their

purpose is to utilize the initial chaos ensuing from the war between Esst and

West to proceed, organized, to behind the Bug to defend their country from the
Poles.

I am not a% present prepared to say whether this idea is realistic, but
theoretically it is possible, given pmper elaboration and support, which
nnfortunately we lacke -

Fm'bhamore there are ¢certain unconfirmed facts, according to which the
.. chief of the Polish security service, Rjdkevich, has helped many Byelorussian
N S partisans to get- jobs in the militia or the secret police. This wWas gupposed
— b : to have been at a time when they were already on the track of their former
. i W "eriminal" activitvies. This seems improbable, - On the other hand, we know
1l
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with certainty that Radkevich is the same kind of Pole as Rokosovski. He is
i a Byeclorussian, he went through the Vilna Pedagogical Seminary, and he was &
i teacher not far from Ivatsevichi. He was born in the village Radska in the
; Kossoveki Uyezd, He taught at a Polish-Byelorussian bi-lingual sghool. The
! course on Polish politics was very subjeet to change, depending on who stoed
. -at the head of the government, One fine day the school authorities \mdartook
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a campaign aga!mt the Byelorussian schools ami began to liguidate even the
teachers of the Byelorussian lamguage. Radkevich publicly protested against
this. JIn connection with Radkevich's agitation for the Byelorussian school,
ke was, as i3 always the case ia Poland, accused of being communist, The
Polish court condemned him to three years in prison. Uhen Radkevich was
released from prison he emerged a communist znd when, in 1939, the Soviets
occupied Byelorussia, he became an active worker in the .system., In 1941

Radkevich retreated to the East with the Bolsheviks. Durin; the war he
probably worked for the hGd,

It 1s perfectly clear to me nov uhy Moscow sent Radkevich to Poland.
The motivation was the same as that behind the appoiatment of Marshal
Rokosovski, Yo3cow does not trust Warsaw, and Stalin was trying to put all
responsible positions in the hands of lis men, not Poles. uut there are few .
people in Russia who know the Pnlish languago and it was therefore necessary
to turn to the Hyelorussian element [rom western Byslorussia, which was in
command of porfect Polish.

Actually Radkevich cannot be a friond of the Poles » who scoff at him
as a Byeclorussian prisnner, It iz thorefore not surprising that in Poland .
Radkevich 1s now counting on an clement that is inimical to Poland, namsoly
the active liyclorussisn fightors from the partisan camp,

We Ryelorussians are of course interested in the expansien of the Byelo-

russian underground movenmont not only in Poland, but prin:ipally in Byelorussia.

I do not know whether it is possible to bring t.his action t.o Byelorussia, hut
that 13 whnt. we m\wt work toward. .

The intelligence branches of every govermmént must of course have their
own agents in the territory of the countries in which they are interested, -
And although our aims are completely different, we are working along the same

paths toward thelr achievement. This circumstance led me to tura to the
intelligence service of the USA with the proposal that we unj.te our forces,

Of course this i3 only a proposal and requires detalled congideration
and a cautious approach. Technicians must be trained and material means pre-

pared and, most Important of all, one or two men must be at hand to give

instruction in the theater of oporation. '

‘According to reliable information at hand, the question of legaluation
is at present very difficult. It is possible to live there a fey monihs in
conspiratorial quarters, but it is almost impossible to become legalized.

However when we have legal posts there, there will be no need to have
so many people. There.1s no need for mors than two persons to instruct the
local agents. They must be furnished with the necessary technical means for
postal comminication with this side and also with some means of travel over
there. I say with some means, because the local forces in soma places already
have considerable resources for underground work, and this element is not

mercenary but ideological. They will not work for dounrs, but extensive work
is not poauble without dollars,
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