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DISPATCH

Sehutahundkinder home in his book. KERNHAIER was educated there and when
World War II started he was trained for agent work in Austria. He was
dropped into Austria by parachute, but his agent career was very short
because he ws captured shortly after reaching Vienna (Comments April
19143, according to LSI.33). His parents, both Communists, were in a •
German concentration camp. His parents are both still living.	 •

b. The German Staatspolisei„ specifically the chief Kriminalrat
SANITZER, released KSRNMAIER during the last days of the mar. KERNMAIER
was picked up by the Red Army and received a ten year prison sentence in
the USSR, the minimum sentence for a Soviet agent who allowed himself to
be captured and did not commit suicide.

Co I met KERNHAIER in Camp No. 5 of Inta during December 1951. Inta
No. 5 was the medical camp and KERNMAIER was 'working as nurse there. He
was released from that job which was, relatively apaiking, a good, job in
the Soviet labor camp:: about the same time that I was released from
quarantine in'No. 5. We were both assigned to Inta Work Camp No. 3. He
worked in the mines, one of the worst jobs, without being able to amelio-
rate his situation, until September or October 195h. Quite unexpectedly
be was moved to a staging area. His ten,Dyear sentence woad have been
completed in 1955. He I./mild have boon released earlier in any case
because he had earned extra time through his good behavior and 10111±1112/11

work quota (Comment: Source is referring to the Soviet system in the
labor camps whereby prisoners could reduce their sentences through ful-
filling work quotas).

d. XERNNAIER is a very modest and introspective man and had a very •
small circle of good friends in the camp. He had a. good reputation. among
the Germane and other nationals in the labor camp. In spite of his
"dialectical materialism" education, he loved music and the arts and is
well informed in these fields. I was told by 'a person who had talked to
him when he returned from the Soviet Union that he was astonished that
the Russians had not approached (i.e., for an intelligence mission) before
he left the Soviet Union. He had been . very afraid that they' mould. Re
was reportedly offered a well paid position by the Austrian Communist
Party upon his return if he would work with the Party. He refused this,
according to what I have heard, and I do not doubt that he did refuse
the offer. At present he has no interest whatsoever in intelligence or
Communist Party work. He is a veryworthmhile person who suffers even
today from his past which was due to events beyond his control and to
inexperience.

4. We believe most of the above information was given to UPSWING during
the period UPSWING was talking to CARETINA (For Headquarters: Part of the
above is contained in the material attached to EGFA .,19090, of 26 November 1957.).
We have no information as to whether UPSWING passed it to their-Austrian
„liaison. We would be interested in learning whetherlustrian_liaison sources
have ever passed any type of returnee debriefing on KERNMAIER to VOB. Referc
ence requested the ease information on Hermann STLUKA and, as yet, we have
received no reply to Reference from VOH.

S. CARETINA does not mention KERNMAIER I s double-agent role under Amt /V
control. He mill be questioned about this because he knew SANITZER and was
familiar, at least in outline, with some of the SAN/TZER play-backs. Prom
CARETINA'a repurt, it would appear that KERHMAIER did not talk about his double-
agent career. CARETINA is still in contact with KERMA/ER whom he regards as
a good friend.
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