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EDITFD BY VIRGINIO RUSCA

EPILOGUE

The Capitulstion

(Beginning Page L39)
) rof_ the first time s complets recomstruction bu.boon sade, bit by
bit, of the complex machinery of the Qermsn surrender in Italy. This re-
construction, which is strictly faithful to fact, and 1s carefully docu-
nented, is the result of lengthy consultations with the participants.
Many difficulties had to be overcame to cbtain the inforsation necessary
to crmate a true plcture of the moving story of ‘the svents that precedsd
the autumn of 'hli, up to the final surrender, when at noon on the 2nd of
May 1515, the German forces in Ttaly ceased fighting.

In this book I hnn tried to describe the prinecipal events that took
vlace in Italy dgring the period of the (German occupation; events t.bltbtor
the most part I personally observed. At the time of tha eurrender I ws
no longer in Italy. Por the reasons stated in the preceding chapter I
had been sent on a special mission to the Iberisn Pcniﬁlu.h. I was not,
therefore, present at the msetings that led to th§ ocapitulation.

Later, howsver, [ had the opoortunity of talking with the actors
in the last scene of the drams of the Axis, from whom I learned the details .
of the arzangesants of the meetings.

ﬁt us review the preliminary svents.

The idea of conact.i_ng the Allies was first considered by the Qer—

mans in the autumn of 'hh. At Bagnl de Lucca, where Kesselring had his-
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GRQ at that time,Wolff approached Qenardl of Aviation Ritter odn Pobi.
It was 2 very vagus feeler. Wolff did not wish to sihrt. an argument or
to frenkly unmssk his thoughts or intentions. The point of departure for
attacking the question was that of the recent reverses suffered by the
Ip Deoesber of 'Lli, Wlff for the second time made known his semti-
ments to Rabn; this to&-pho‘ at. the Vil1a Beacans, where Raim and his
wife had been howts to Wolff after the bowbing of thevilla Bassetti.
In the Kast as in the West now and always more sericus reverses
struck the Reich., The secret weapins that had been promised for so long
& time lNad not M appeared. It was alM ramored that Hitler had lost
his nind, The ‘c-n foress in Italy, short of gasaline, wespons, wmnd -
tions, msans of enntpox;z. and without air cover, were coving Wi th an
Al11ad advance. The Oermans no longer possessed sir cambat strength and
the ensmy had control of the air wthout 'oppoaidan. Demorelisation wms
growing smong the troops. Kesselring himself, who was noted for his tens~
ity and ability in defensive wrfare, admitted that it wuld be difficult
indeed to hold bBeck the British and Americans when these should decide to
take the offensive. If the Gersan resistancs became desperste, 1t might
ponibly. prolong the war several weeks mc.lv.evnn-aeverun.ont‘ha; but &s re-
prds the final result it was no longer possible to murse illusions. The
planned attack in the m@a would not be able to reverss t,h; positions.
Rahn,  » # # # agreed with Wolff in Judging that there was no possi-
bility of Gerpany éonemuihg to fight and that it was imperstive that evu}y
" offort should be made to stop a last useless sacrifics of human life. On
the political side thn}uhuoador aaw no possibility of s runture in the

opposite party while the war lasted.
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flevertheless no decisions were reached and it was agreed thet they
would awit a wor® oropiticus moment.
In Jnuary of 195, Baron™Rirrilli commmiceted with the Lieutensnt
of the S, Ouido Zimmsr, head of the IV Office of the Reichssicherheite-
——— e e ——— . . )
bauptant of Milan (CIC) that he imd s mesns of oontacting the Anglo-

i

Amoricins through 9witgerland. The motive impelling Perrillf to take thie -
step may be found in his desire to orevent the Gemmans sccomplishing their
planned destruction of the pdor plants and not-oﬂ.ﬁ -of northern Italy.
For the same reasons a_gq;%-wm”ndumm
between the Italian Partisans end the Qermans. o
In Pebroary Parrilli erossed the border into Switserland and eon-
tacted his friesd Prof. Mx Mussann, a Sries naticosl. :
Rissann, in addition to the husane noqu, was desirous of preserv-
ing the Port of oa.';ot and the Italian railwy systeas, which were of pr.u‘.-
gular {nterest to the 9wiss sconomy. ’ ’
mmmann usdertock to wake all the srrengements, and ealled in
Major Faibel, one of the beads of the Swiss intelligence service, wio was
a friend of long standing, Fe requastsd Waibel to give him all possible
help in a very difficult situstion. '
Wibel got in touch with Mr. Allen '._ﬁnu, persopal representative
of Roosavelt in Switssrlsnd and hasd. of the Office of Stretegic Jervices
_operating in the territory of the Copfodarazy.

Dulles saw that the project was worthy of midorition and decided

to give & hearing to ilrrllu.




'

In the first meeting of Americans, Swiss, and mnm. :)1110. daid
not appear, but hed himself romunted by his m o.ro vn:?'m:nih.
Gavernits asked for the names of the Qermans with whom it would be
possible to establish contact. §
The first names given by Ferrilli did not impress Culles' sesretary.
Be, howsver, evinced more interest when Perrilli ‘mentioned the name of
. St
s nmmmmntmmmmaﬁmwmmnmwm
matter, but from his porlonn kno-hdp of the men be knew mu-m wuld
bs interested in a nsgotiation of this iind. Pesides, m-mu waAS sWmre
of the fact that Dollmamn had favorsbly moiv_od a lotur from Captain
Ygaisetts, vho, in the neme of Cardinal Schustar, asked him %o do all in
his power to prevent the d“tmctiﬁ of Worthern Italy.
, enasnnune
Oo his return fros Switssrland, om the 1s% of Msrch, Parrilli had
s meeting with Dollmann in Milmn in Zimmer's apartzent. '
After the loss of l!au. nonunn e Appoinud lmnn betwoen
budlﬂu and lolff; dthaugh ho had lost ome aundug he was still
of importance. Be was living at Regglo, where, in additim to sccomplish-
hghislhilmmks. h.hldtrlodtoco%u—thbomﬂnM
and the Partisans, st least in the sector cmrollod by hie offioe.
With the greatest emthusiaem Dollmamn accepted the proposal of meet~
ing Roosevelt's representative. He, at first, thought that the Americans
were desirous of meeting the Germans because they had finally realised
that destroying Germany meant opening the door of mrapo ‘o Russia.
Parrilli sanaged to avoid ths subject; he wantedst all costs to

embuah contact between the Americans and the Qermans.
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When Wolff was informed by Nollman of the opportunity that md pre-
serted itself, he keot the ball ou the bounce. The invitatiom ceme at the
right moment. He asked his collsborators to go as quickly as possible to
Switserland to see what the Amaricans wented. ’

" On the 3rd of Mrch Arrilli, Dollmamn, and Zimeer presemted thes-
selves &t the Swiss border. Parrilli crossed, giving the precrranged pass=
word, "Plerluigi®. Dollmann and Zimser mansged to anter Switsefland with
the help of Waibel, who had given special instructions to the frimtisr guard.

An immediate meoting with Dulles and gaevernits was impossible as,
for the tims being, they were not available. Parrille tock the inisiative
in presenting Fusesmn to t.hoo"—na as s upnmuuw hlvl.ng the confi-
dence of Dulles. Co

The conference between Rusmann and Dollsann opened on a classical
argusent. Dolimsnn talked of the necsseity of uv!.ng Surope from Bolshe—
vies, expressing surprise that the Allies had not yot thmght of wmiting

with the Germans {n an anti-Russian cruugh \.‘

Attaoking the wubject direotly, Pussann announoed to Dollman that
the Aluu were pnplud to contend with any desperste lut .und ot th
Oorlln'. but th‘t it would not be ‘)ﬂh while for 0.!-1:0 to ont.!.nm
nghung boum t.horo was no chance of a rupture between the Anglo-
Americans and the Russians, st any rate while militsry operstions against
the Reich cantinued. Thare remained only ane wy open to the Germans:
that of shortening the wmr by the capit.uln\-lon of the German troops 1n
Ttaly oppoaim theAnglo-Americans.

A surrender of this kind would be hauod a8 a patriotie guwro

(14ke that made the 20th of Jly 194k by the oenerl.'la Witsleben, Beck snd
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others) snd & olever politiesl move that theQermans wuld be very wrong not
to make, . :
At this point Dollmen, mumumzm-meélmsw—nmm
and offered 1ittle, jusped to his feet, indignant and red in the fuce, say-
ing, “Indsed what do you expect of me? That I should betrey Ry couptry?®
Busmamn replied that he did not expect snything but that he con-
sidered the words "etrayal® and "traitor” were not pertinsnt; that the
mu-n&wmm ncp;eudmhmoatmmwmhdpmddlmt&»
slaughter of -mn. as they Mad proven in tho' oase of Mdoglio, and of

Orandi, and of mrboh.
- It wag not tilithe aféernoon ofun 3rd of March tiat w groap ms

joined by Mr, Paul Eﬂl whom Dulles had delegsted as his representative st
m- first mseting. :

Kum, having been nqutud by m-m %0 saproes his opinim to the
m-mommayuemngommmm wmr %o @ end and awoid-
ing the useless waste of human 1ife, said (in Premch), *Ts wmaterial sod
mo1al damcge osuged by this wr in Burope hss demn 30 great that the Allies
111 have need of cwr: asn of good w1l for the resemstruction. Aw one
ﬁohololbthort‘m the -r'mhmprm mthhomorpodvul "
AL thﬁ ond of the uet-ing, Dol.l.m mtod ‘down ucd.nm,r the Ameri-
can ideas as fonm:

1. %o power in the world 7111 be able to ssparate the Anglo-

" Americans from the Russians.. )

2. Oermsny had lost the nr; .

3. The Allies would not have dealt with mpreaenuttno of Ritler

or of Himmler.
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" In this cantact being nade between the Allies and te Germans,
the. dtscussions cﬂld mly deal with the Allied Zme,
mtthemlythingthnt‘llm tq-nnmtoc—nto do,
wag, in the interest of tl» Osrman people, to help shorten the
war in every possible wmy, vhich, if it were osrried on would
involve theGerman nation in an incredible struggle. .

- eannaseary

b

5.

The second meeting between the Garmans and the imericans ok place
.. = ,
at Zurich.: I addition to Dolimann and zi'-}.r, Nolff and his gida, Wemex, v o

were present. .
The group was neeind at the Swigs froantier by umnx, Ragstnn,

ﬁlﬂ l repressutative of Major Waibel. . ;
The 1llegal crossings of the Swiss border by the Qermm Avwmy officers,
which wmas sggravated by the fact that they belonged to the 38, was due
solely to the perscual initiative of Wibel. | |
The wissGovernesnt wiks not sawars of this infrection of theguiss laws,
" this breach of Swiss neutrelity. ‘ '
© uomann and Waibel had taken the initistive at their ows risk and
peril. The succeseful uma. Justified their deed and merited the muwd.
of theQovernesnt of the Canfedr mtion, ' '
furing the journey from the fromtier to furich, Bisminn retired alone
with Wolff o a first class reserved compartaent. There they ed s confer-

ence that lasted not less than seven hours.
Husmann began his talk with & question that apparently had no refer-

snce to the subject but which ssrved as s basis for his srqument. Be ssked
Wolff 1if he, in his position of great responsibility had evern hsd occasion
to discuss problems with leadsrs of industry, of MO, of sclence, and

Af he had ever 1listensd to the briefs of eminent jurists. Wolff replied

r‘).l.

that he had not.
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*that is 8 pity", cbeerved fusssna, "becsuse with our 6Jes We 88 - o
only a part of our surfoundinge. Boosewelt, for example, in addition to o
his regular diplomstic snd military intelligence services, has the habit .
of sanding his personal friends to foreign countriss as observers. Con- . \
sider Dulles, for example, who is Not isbessador in Burne, snd doss not s
.@wmmmmummm.mumormmmu .
imerica; he now finds hinself in Switserland as obeerver and pereanal re-
oresentstive of the President of the United States. He reports dreotly
to Roosevelt und is rupﬁdhlo to Roosevelt only. .
 Busssmo spoks at length sbout Roossvelt &s & mn &l &5 & statesman, Y
and pressuted him as the pereonification of the Amerioen people. Be re- |
sarked that in time of War even demcoracies becsme, in a semss,dictatar~ \
ships. With the substantial difference that, however, the responsihle
&nohannhnnm.chtmimm«upomiomwot . .
their actioms and decisions. Even in time of war,in democretio govers— :
sents there may be elections and laws passed by parliament, while diotatare,
being unreachable and waccntrelled, give account of their actions %0 no one
snd 1n that way the possibility of going astray is increased considersbly.

Wlff listened With attention. L

Prooseding vith his thime Busmim spoke entimeisstioally of the
Eritish Bepire and of Curchill and then also of Busels andStalin. e ,
then potated ot to Wolff the difference betwen realims in palitics and S
a morslsense in & private individuil. He made ® special effort to clérify ,
the differences betwesn Churchill snd Roossvelt on the ane hand snd Stalin
oo t.hs other, in regsrd to the interests .thnt :miud then,
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sThe Anglo-Saxons®, he said, "sre accustomed to solve diffioult

problems ane after the other and until they have disposed of the principal
probles, they do not allow their attention to be distrected by secondary
or trivial matters. While theQermans were trying to create '.bo millenius
in Germany, Churchill limited his efforts to trying to assure peace for

© 20 or 30 years. In the destiny of the individuales in the destiny of ms-
tions, wnforesesn factors occur such as the inordinate ambition to Wiah to

plan the courss of the oenturies,”
‘ Wolff interrupted, "You bave talked wach of Roosevelt, Chwrchill,
Stalin, and their people. What, now, do you think of Hitler? Is it in-
tentional that you have avoided speaking of himt®
" Hameszn replied in the negstive and added tat every mn ws guided

1in bis actions by three fundamentsl fastors: reason, sentiment and ooo-
soience. a _ '
Conseience 18 not born of instinct, 1t is a camplex that is u-uny
influenced by ataviss and by educstion, Using this as an exanple, he de-
nopstrated that sensibility and conscisnce were very little develomd in
Hitder. o , '

*But Ritler does not even use reasom in his present way of nﬁng
and thmung Re ho.longc t.o the ostegory of the po-nnod »

1 long discussion resulted.  Hamgam d-annnm st Ritler was
- dominated by an obseszicn, while Stalin had to be oredited with 't the
least an sbeolutely rationalistic memtality, When,for instance, m.mn
informed Stalin thatCongrass, the Sepate and even the American people,
would naver accept the alllance ﬂ.ﬂx.m‘ astheist and organiser of mm .
revolution, Stalin did not hesitate to re~establish the Church {n'a few

weeke, to wipe cut the"Kamintem", and to establish & new natiomal anthes.
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Bitler, instead, continued quarrelling with the churches, c.lod.n(
places of eult.uu. persscuting religion. He contimally attasied Gho Jove
of Americs and England, and tirelessly pushed the dlspersal ani exterainstim
of thoss in Burope. mmehoumtm mromm-un Stalin and
Hitler: ame wen was & political realist, the otber s madwan with en ides-
logicel complex. , ,

Gontimoing, Busman followed and pictured the developments of the war
W to the time thatChurchill himself had aduitted thet the situstian of the
Allies was notadly better becauss of tis inexcussble errors Q-tttd Yy
Hitler. I? one considered events objectively, aue had to admit that the
Tnited States 4id mot enter into the wer of their own free will. Roosevelt
ipAisputably deserves the credit of having foresesm the inevitability of
interventicon on the pert of his cowntry. Also at the very beginming the
Presidmt had made svery effort to avoid wr. Thea, dus to events be hed
been campelled to help Mgland., In the fimal analysis, however, it was not
Roosevelt who decided the intervention of the United States, but the in-
credible deed of the .lmu m.ﬂtheh.ﬁdootmmmw
advantage of a -unu-y cu'prho. thought that uny could in ome night fom
amtuucnt.obudthehu :

Had Hitler mmmm influenced the mu to strikes .and act
in this manner? At m rate, the mu. t.hroub Pearl Barbor, sucoseded
inmnigmuuhhm-nnltmtpnubl’¢ammman-
clished in many months, with millions epent in propagands, namely, the fu-
sion of the Amerisan people into a single block facing the problems of the war,

Husmanm contﬁued. nOn the other hand, in the long years of fighting,
years that ar the bloodiest in the history of the world, the opposing forcss
of theGermans an the Russians sucoseded in doing nothing mure than slapping
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stch other in the fuce. The lowsss of theRussians have. been Lamanse,hoth

in actual combat and as s resalt of the occupsticn of vast sectims of the
Soviet tsrritoriss by theQemains., But the sacrifices Gf the Russians gave
the ua.o-snc;u the time neocessary to overcome their critical situstiom

st their enforoed condust of the war on a defensive basis. Now, in the
last paase of the canflict, they have reached the Fhine with's staggering
sdvantage both in. men and msterisl. The preparations were long and diffi- -
mltwtammhmothetﬂnhaud;-ic. ) :

Ritler frequently spoke of Providence. It does nt matter whet you
call it — Omipotence, God, or Providence. But if you obeerve the develop-
msnts of tho last ya‘u retrospectively, you can readily see that 1t was
not the will of Providencs to guide Bitler to victory

It is evident that the Qurman Army,cieated from o 1mpoverished

people s fanatic like Bitler, was able wmmwnmm
foroee, suumwmmcmemuwummm

as at the beginning of the war, abd 1ikewdse mzmum-vuorw
19 not the same 88 that of before the war.” ' :
WLff had 1istened attentively to Rusmann's Mscourse. Fe began to
talk himself, recalling the years of his yauth, hhdmtr.f&m-d'
- for her future as a »tim. torn upaﬂ. by a dow.a dlffonm pouuell m.
al m»tm against one mﬁnr, and hw.in his desire to HM SORS meARe
of a rebirth, hs becams interested in and made tihn noquu.hnoo of Hitler,
whose 11fe had always been & very siaple aoe, but who had mede tha udstake.
of -ummung hinself with incspsble assistants.
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Wolff -ontin.ed, outlining the character of some of thess collabors-
torr: “oering, for exxwols, with nis bambast, his v;nu.j, his luxury, was
8 e shell, The ‘udgnent that he formed uf Ridbbentrop, weighing the
political ant diplomstic qualities of the Minister of Yoreign Affairs of
the Third Reich, was even more negative. FRe ended with ths questiam, "Wy
does the world hate Ritler?" 4 4
Rusmann uplied; *Been in private life a failure 13 gitticised and
censured; even by assoclates and friends, while success provokes the ad-
siration of everybody. The greutér the position of & men, the more he is
- in the pudblic oy-. eomapomhgly the sore ssvere vﬂltho critics be, If
Ritler had achieved success, many things would have bean overlooked, and any
pisesdillos would have been subtmerged in tha fide of admiration, But the
will of Providence, the decline of German pa-or, Hitler's own mhku. in-
dicated clearly that from failure to failure, the end must be near. brrihh
deeds bave been unveiled to the world that called down on him universal exe-
oratiom.  The destiny of Ritler is already forwed — the molds are fixsd.
To cantinue the war would sean only turning the Qersan cit.tn into slaughter
houses and cutting- mm the existanoe of thousands."
"But*, said Wlff, *the Allies wieh to destroy timQerman pocple. ®

: mgmw,-numwuiuou&trqam. Tven Hitler
did not sucossd in exterwineting the Hedrews, Ons oan wipe out a caste. Yeu

and 1 lived in the times of William II. That ers passed with the firet world
War. You and I lived in the times of t.ln Csar, and in the fussian Revolutdon
princes and grand dukes diuppeund mt. the Rugsian and Qermm people atill
remain, And sfter this war the ruling class in Oermany will be wiped out,

but & natlon of 80 million pecple cmmmot be wiped out. Not the Allies, but
ths OQersans themselves, in obsthuu'ly insisting on fighting this foolish

and hopeless war to the bitter end, can destroy their people mad their coumtry.
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The lm‘u the confliet lasts the greater will be the misery, the greater
the possibility of famine.® - _

"Pron me'm have told ae®, replied Wolff, *I wust belisve that you
Dave sn exict understanding of the paychalogy of Germsn officers. Add to
that the military training they have received. The result is that .ths very
foundations of our existencs are obedisnce and loyslty to our caths. For
these principles we can die, but we cammot bresk thes and continue to live,*

"Does the ﬁdndplo of obedience prevent your mhkhgl' asked Bus-
mazn, In addition to cbedience, ought not those who find themselwes in
hgh places reflect on the orders they are about to issus? You have taken
an cath of loyslty to Ritler. But basn't this same Ritler stated tiat amy-
thing 'is just and right that is for the good of the Oerman people? Isnt't
Bitler & gymbol? Doywtmnymahouldhopywrathtoanntqm
personally are coo¥en®dd that to contwnue the war will result in ruin for
theQerman posple? The generals who organiszsd the plot of July 20th were not
bed Qermans, but men who, having ssen that the wap was lost, wanted toend it
as soon as possidle for the good of the people and of the comtry. EQ_toxy
will judge them; they will be considered as herces and patriots, not as |
tradtors. Im't this the conflict that is going on in your mind, Gemersl
Kiolef? In the bottom of your heart sven you are convinced that the wr is
irremedisbly lost for Germany. When you return to Italy with what camvictiom,
with what justification can you issue orders to your soldiers to tﬁht and
die for a lost cause?*® -

Wolff asked Busmann to leave him alone for a ﬂﬁlo. Snow had blocked
the line and at Goscheners the train had to come to a halt. .

After a half bhour the conversation was resumed. Wolff asied Rugmenn
what grounds he thought would be acceptable for the oplau.ng of negotiations
with the Mrnwiwm. .




:
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Buemann stipulsted that the discussions wust be limited entirely to
uilitary qusstions, becsuss if they weat into political matters only the -
great lsaders of the Allies, Roosevelt, Stalin, and Grrdiill, caild make
the decisicn. The military surrender of & single sector, on the other hand,
was quite Within the competencs of Oeneral Risenbower. '

Wolff stated that neither Hitler nor Rimsler knew of his journey to
Switserland, He himself had decided to take the step after hearing what
Dollmann had to esy and after the talks he had had with Parilli st Fasano,
aspecially as he felt it was imperative that he persomally should evaluate

‘the situation.
The discussion contimied and Rusmann asked Wolff the question which

initiated the final step: "Shall the greatest tragedy in Oerman history
take placs withost any Germsn having the oowrage to act far the good of hu-
msaity? I an sure that you reslise that the back of the Oerman people is
brokfa, and that nothing further oan be hoped for from thewm. You,ss wellas
Wﬁpuqm. command troops in a sector that is cowpletaly separste
h'u the other sanes of operstion, and are therefore sble to initiste, and
bring to & conclusicn, & plan that willdirestly have its effect in shortening
the war, independently of the other orgmisaticns in the center of the Redch,
s plan that will have wundoudbted repercussions, on the other frants. Under
these conditions everything seems to peint to you as the man chosem for zb
fulfillment of & mission that your people can neither ignore nor farget.®

the group took up their residence in zur!.ch in Husmann's house, where
they had planned the meeting with ths Americans. They, howsver, hesitated
to cane at the last sament as Dulles' suspicions had bear aroused. BHe

thought that Wolff was acting as an agent of Himxler, and his convioction wes
based on the latest information received by the Americans, sccording to which




a2

15.

Elbmbnmcr was trylng to contact the Allies in Switserland. It was
another example of the extreordinary susvicion of the imericans in regard
to every move undertakes by thegermans, which euspicics almost caused the |
whole plan to fuil. It was Russann who, by exerting grest pressure, finally
succeaded in inducing Dullss to receive Wolff.

This was oot the only *ime the negotiationsnearly broke down for
several times they were in danger of shipwreok.

If this 4id not bagpen, 1t is thanks to Humsaon, Wibel amxi Farrilli,
who, besides having to overcome certain tachnical obstacles, had to create
a bagis of understanding, adjusted to the completely different mentalities
of the Amsricans and theGermans, differences that would have caused the break-
ing off of negotistions at the first disagreement or misundsrstanding,

After introductions had been made, Husmern asked the following ques-
tions of Wlff: "Generel, as the result of our talk on the trein are you
convinced thatdermany has definitely lost the warin

wolff: *Yes."

Russamn: *Did you also understand tiet we cannot discuss in Switgser-
land any problesms concerning the Reieh, but cnly those affecting the some of
oparations in Italy?" '

Wolff: *Yes.® )

Fussann: *"Twice you have formally assured me that your trip to
Switserland bas been madertaken without the lnouhldgo cf Bitler and Hismler,
and that your presence here ean in no way bes considered as your being the
agent or representative of these two personsin

Wolff: "foa."

Augmann: "From our talkyour fimal conclusion was tmt the only pos-
sible thing was an unconditional surrender, as any other form of surrender
would bring the matter into the field of politics, and thereby of unsurmount-~

able problenms?n
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Wolffs

Thea Rusmann added:
tend the present discussion to the whole Reich, it is just as well thet you

"should realize that these discussions would end in 30 seconds — am I right,

o1f, in spits of this, you should attempt to ex-

Nr, Dulles?*
Dulles agreed, and Husmenn, after a iew words, withdrew and left the

Germsa with the gmericans. Their talk lasted more than an hour and Wolff
cass out from it satisfied; and Dulles declared himself pleased with the
visitor.

The following day asother mseting took place betwem the (Qermans and
theinericens, -“ which the Swiss were also pnn;nt.

Those participating were Wolff, Dollmenn, Fussam, Waibel, and Gaever-
nits. The prodlem of the Fartisans was discussed md the proclsmation was
drefted that 'wld.hnvo to be issusd at the time of the sarrender.

The meeting broke up under the best auspices.

HHHH Y S
i!;n Wolff, Dollmeym, Wenner, Zimmer and Parrilli returned to xtdy
they realized that Berlin suspected the negotiations because Xaltenbrumner,
in the pame of Himmler, had gent a telegram to Wolff forbidding contact with
theillies and ordering the arrest of Plrruli'.
Xaltenbronner 's telegram did nct worry Welff too much. He kmew he
could fustify his trip into Switserland by making it sppsar ss an attempt
st creating & rift in the ensmy camp. .' . L
After the first trip of Dolimamm; at the request of Dulles, and
"‘UmuuQ:}e set free, and were allowsd to go to Switserland; even far thle ,
it :
Wolff had » resson, 8s the two chiefs of the Partisans had eserved to obtain

the libsrstion of comacha, ex-aide of Ritler, who was & prisoner of the
—————————— e e e d )

Allies,
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Ths transfer at that time of Kesselring from the Italian to the Wast-

ern PFront came as A surprise to all,
The successor was not named, and Wolff was no longer in & positimn to

treat with the Military Comssnder. Rrrilli was asked to inform Dulles of

the nsw conditions that had arisen.
Parrilld accepted this pew missiom, in spite of the danger of being

aschine gumned by the Allied ALr Porce, which almost incessantly patrolled
the road between Milan snd Chisseq snd also the danger he ran fromthe SD

suspicions snd surveillance because they could not understand how Wolff
could permit a man to wander freely sbout the frontier when Berlin had or-

dered his arrest.
Parrill{ concluded his mission and on his return to Italy trensmitted

the three following questions from Dulles to Wolffy -
1. Bad Wolff ths authority %o act alone?
2. 1If, as a replacement to Kesselring a new commander should arrive,

could and wvould Wolff persuade him to act with him?
3. If the naw ocummander was not disposed to aot in oolhpoutim.

tmld Wolff act against his orders?
Wolff told Parrilli that he wes oertain Kesselring would not returm

to Jtaly and that the m-o.of the new cosmander was still unimown. Fe

stated, 7Dulles may oount on me whatever heppens. It is my fﬁ.m intent to

bring to fruition the plans arrangsd with Dulles the 8th of March in Zurich.

I hops to bs able to convince the new comander — and I have many arguments)®
Then before letting Farrilli leave for Switserland he gave the ordere

in his presence which countermanded the projeéted destruction in North Italy.
Parrilli, as soon as he reached Swiss territory, got' in touch witd

Rusmann and reported the result of his missdon.
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Husmann anc Perrilli acted as intermsdiaries with the Americans and
>
had to use all their influsnce an? their power of persuasi-m to convince

the Americans that Wolff had not changed any of his intentions. Dulles was

finally persuaded and went to the Allied Headquarters in France to ask that
a military delegation be sent to Switserland to treat with Wolff.
mmmlh said to Rusmann, "You ctn see, Professor, it is not easy
to start negotiationsi® o ’
The 15th of March Farrilli returned to Italy to inform Welff from
Dulles that & military mission would come from OHQ Caserta to Switserland.
It was Wolff this time who seemed to be in not too much of & hurry.
He had reslised that, contrary to his first summing up of the situstion,
without the concurranceg of the Army, it would be very difficult to accom-

plish the sarrend-r.

W. who was his friend, had been zppointed as

Kssselring's suocessor,and he hoped to readily associate him with the project.
But the newCommander in Chisf had not yet srrived in Italy and he bad not
been able to confer with hin. He sccepted, howsver, the 19th of March as
the date of the next meeting in Switserland, at which he appeared accompanied
vy chmer‘ and Zimmer.. . _

On the date arranged the Osrmans and the Americans met at Ascona.
The technical preparation of the new meeting had been entrusted to Major
Waibal, who was absolutely trusted by thermericans. The Americans, howsver,
being aware of their proximity to the Mim frontier and, therefare, to
theQsrman troops, thought it wlso. to prepare for aay ovent\ulity.by having
sachine guns in the garﬁen and to kz2ep a lafge bit of the lake undorv sur-

veillance.
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Pefore the meeting Ruswann ant Me-rilil ned & talk with Wolff at Lugano. o
Busmann wanted to talkwith Wolff bofou ‘the meeting to clear up an
abiguity that be thmgl;t present in tho statment of the Qerman Qensral.
Dulles had summoned the illied military upmmiv'u on the basis
of the affirmative reply given by Wolff to Parrillij that is to say, thet he S
would bring about the surrender even against the willof theCommander in Chief !
of thegerman Arwed Forces in Ttaly, Whem Parrilli told Hussenn that Wolff '
would came on the 19th of March, he had also told him that Wolff seemed to !
have changed his mind, inasmich as he considersd it would be impossible to !
act in opposition to theerman ailitary authority in Raly.
Russann, fearing that Dulles, vhen confronted with this resarvatiom,
would csneel the meeting, assumed the responsibility of not trsnsmitting this
p& of Wolff's reply.
By meeting his at Lugano and by taliing with him before he met the o
Allies, he boped to inform him of ths state of affairs and to varn him that
a coptradiction in his statement, in view of the suspicions of the Americans, !
ocould be fatal to the whole outocome. - o
. Wolff was able to prove to Fammannthat there was no eoutrdﬁuu, bat
only & misunjerstanding. He had said to Parrilli,”Dulles osn count on me
with or without the Jermsn Comnander.® (Ich stehe su Dulles mit und ohnes .
den deutschea Kommandanten.) RMrrilli had understood that the surrender !
could be socomplished with or without the spproval of the Cammander of tha . !
German troops,and bad 8o inforsedDulles, Who, as & resilt of this commmica- ‘ L
ticn, had sumamed the Allied Kilitary Mission to Switserlsnd. Wolff, fm- =
stead, had merely meant to reaffirm his loyalty to Dulles, but not that the
warrender would bs brought about against the wishes of theCommander of the




20.

Arwy. Throug® °».s misunlerstanding °“~e reagon woul’ wve vanished that
" had osused Talles t c.mman r-hunglo-hrtcar- mise. - o Switserlard.
This would reswmcen tne dormant suspicions -~ ‘nlles, who might have seen
in Wolff's words an expediant to gaia time and confuse the situstion.

It mag lgrood betweenYolff and Busmann tov present ths following pro-
posals to theAmericsns, giving them a chance to choose wichever they pre-
ferred: .

‘1. If, in the final analysis, it was considered abiclutely necessary,
Yolff would be willing to try to bring about the surrender by himself, but
he would explain the difficulties to be encountered.

-2, It might be prefersble to await the arrival ofviettinghof und to
perwusde his to callaborate, especially in view of %he friendship existing
between Wolff and the new Caommander in Chief. Wolff was almost certain that
be could favorsbly influsnceviettinghof. ' '

3. Wolff would be glad to go to Kesselring's new feadquarters am the
Western Proat snd see if he coul! cbtain his authorisation to sccomplish the
surrender,

Maving obtained Kegselring's authorisation, it would be easy emough
to canvince Viettimghof, who, belng & "non-political® gemeral and a great
griend of Essselring, wauld presumably listen most willingly to the sugges-

_tions of thePleld Karshall. . '

WLff stressed an additional possibility for the future, namely, that

{n his talk with Kesselring he hoped to persuade hia to. conbino the surrender
"of the Wstern Front with that of the Italian Sector. '

Rusmapn persisted in waraing Wolff of the necessity of camperting him-
self in such a manner as not to destroy Dulles' confidence; it was therefare -
necessary that he present his decision as definite and irrevocable, while
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putting in proper relisf the fact that the removal of Ussselring hed
ereated an eutiu]q pew and unforeseen state of affuirs. '

. Wolff for his part had insisted on the emdlnou of nrr-:lor shat
would be sccorded his eolhbonwﬂ. particularly shcooun.h (emong whom
waGrasiant ) who would have followsd hiz. Fe wished to be asmred by the

Dl .
Allies that they wouldi be sccorded honorsble and chivalrous sreatment. fe
asked nothing for himself,but stated that he eculd do nothing wntil he hed
been given a formal assuranos as to this matter,
(At. Ascona in a little villa belanging to the Avnrulu tiere was hwld
a fiyst confersnce behun Wolff, Dulles and gasvernits: at a second con-
ferenca Qenersl Tepence S, &E LOf the Britiadaepscal Siaff, and M
pwg -
1lysan L.*initm of theAnerican Army, ware also prest.

B ——————
The two genemls, with the sid of Waibel, had assumed in Switserland

the names of two gergeants in the hu'ica:;“ T l;nlmmun'r Nesley. ,
TheSwiss govermeent ocontinued to the very end to remsin in the dark
in regard to sll these avents.
During the meating, Busmann took Wenner into the garden to canvince
‘hin since he had been pointad out by Zimmer as being the most sceptiocal.

_ Faving also learned from Zimeer tht Wolff had brought fmportast
docusents with him, Fuesaan bound Wolff to turn thase over to the Allies
as a proof of his loyalty and good faith, ’

At the ucm confomnu it was docidcd to let 'oltt go to K.uc‘ll‘.lu. )

to sndeavor w obtain his authorisation to nccq:ui; tl» surrender. Wolff

bad planned c& leave the next dsy and be back within three days at the most,
Wenner remarked, "Thare 1is many a slip 'twixt the cwp and the lip.»
The prochetic words of Wemner proved too true; Wolff ren into dLres~

culties on his trip. On the dath, set for his yeturn, that is the 24th of

March, he did not appear por did he send any les.uge.
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Tt wee st Tt w 29t of War wt v1°f r-inumd to Italy. The
night before the e «r-e,lWElE ! th*§s, 'u‘ n-tified hﬂll of
Wolff's return. R crilli was #' .a Lo convince Rauff that it wes imperstive
that he go ot omce to é!iturhnd to versamally confim the news to Waibel

Parrilli, with the: oonunt. of his friends, tried in every way to wl.n
over to thurpmehahud o!tho OQerman Police for Lombhardy snd the Piemont,
for his ct.utude s vmuy mtlvmblc to the negotnum

Waibell profited by Rauff's visit to ask for the release of 5 ponuul
prisaners, to which Rsuff agreed.

.The 30th of March iolff and Parrilli set st Tasano. Wolff reported
te Farrilli: “Kesselring, in spite of bd..ng snowed under with work, re-
oeived me twice and listened with great interest. He,also, is of the
opinion that we should enter into negotistions with the Allies, particu-
larly as he is certain we cannot resist on ths Western Front for more than
three, or at the most, four weeks. Atthe end of this period the reserves
will be exhausted.® . '

~ Kesselring had also spoken to Wolff concerning the issuance of s new
"Vclninun‘tntto" (mpm of desperation) which -aup.chd dnuy and
which wms to be nud on the 'oﬂorn Front, Koaulrlng hhnu did not lmow
the exact nature of tbo wesapon but thutfoeu had bun described to him as.
0 f-orriblo that he had docided t-o sond 1.n his rui;naum rather than have
his name linked with such a weapom.

In his second talk with Wolff the _Piéld Marshall was more reserved,
saying that a eurrender on't.h_e Westarn Pront seemed impossible as ho'f.n_
he was not cglpletoly waster of the l;mtim. ‘ A

Rowever, he was not opposed to such a step being taken by vie.tt.i.nghot,

" nor to Wolff's plan in genersl. .




" ®itle e talks were tacing Plece with Kessslring, Wolff received
an urgent csllfromBerlin, requasting him to oiplam hs contact with the
Allles. - ] '

These contretenps had prevented Wolff ‘meeting Viettinghof. Par
rilli sancmced then to the head of the S3 that he would not retura to
Ascooa t411 he had been informed of the result of the meeting with Viet-
tinghof. Zimver had to go to Ascona to inforam the American delegates of
what had hapnened and to announce the imainent arrival of Wolff and Par-
rilll. The last naned bad bad the impression that, after his talk with
Himmler, Wolff had becoms more cautious and was seeking to gain time.
Howerer, be preferred to atd near Fasano, beosuse he believed that per-
scoally be oould influence theQerman Gensral. On the other hand, the
Oeneral considered it helnful to have Parrilli within reach.

The 31st of March the meeting of Wolff and Viettinghof took placs.
qenermT¥idttiger, Bat of Saff of tis Comeander of the w
&mdnmnm.' h : ’

' The predioticns of Wolff wers fulfilled because both Rottiger and
Visttinghof announced that they favored a surrender. they, like Kessel-
*ing, imew that the Allied offensive was in an advanced state of pnput-

tion,and that they did not have the means of opposing it far more thmn s
fow weeks. , ' :
Wolff inforwed them that he would go to Switserland where he would
definitely srrangs for the ﬁMr and that he would accept the date set
by Dulles: eight o'clock in the evening of April 2nd. o

In the meanwhile Rimaler, acting cn & rumor tint had reached him
from Italy, took Wolff's family under his *personal protection®.-
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fiamler hinself telephonsd this decision to Wolff, warnisg bim ance
sgxin not to leave the Italim sone. ' ‘
Wolff said to Farrillis *I do not lack the coursge to. go to Switser—
land: if secessary I would not hesitite 10 even sacrifice my faaily to e
cause. But I am certain that now that Rimmler has spoken to me, tmt there
18 already an individusl with s bullet ready for me. He may sven be Imre
at GRQ, meybe on his way hare. The end of the story wuld be s superd
funeral at the sxpense of the State. Mvecrpuwm'&ofnouueo
the Allies, nor, being dead, ovuld I render any servios to my people. It
is impossible, therefors, for me to leave Pusanoc st this time. 0o to
Dulles and ask if, instesd of my coming, he will send an Allied Superior
Officr to Mesano, have him lodged secretly, and from here he can contact
08Q in Ceserts.® ‘ - ' :

General n-mni__- in3witserland made the ounter proposal, lnvi.-
of the 1mpassibility of Wolff's coming, of sending plenipotentisries scross
tho firing line. The passport to pass the Al)ied Line was "iuresberg".

The Sth of Avril Parrilli was presented to Viettinghof and Wttiger.
At this meeting thers was much talk of the weathar, but there wers cnly
brief and vague allasions to the subject deaf to Perrilli's heart.

In & subsequent teto-s-tete Wolff informed Ferrilli that Viettinghof
demanded guarantess. The Oeman Comsander in Chief wished to be certain
that the surrender would be sccowplished in much s way that history could
not soms day csll him a treitor to hl.o country. - _ -

Also Viettinghof asked to see the draft of thé articles of currender
bafore authorising its signature; in that way the plgnxpoomzuma dale-
gated to sign would mnly have to make one trip across tis frent lires.

‘.
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Zimmer wmas sent to trangmitviettinghof's request to Hugmamn. The
8th of April Husmann and Zimmer wire joined by Parrilli, besring s docu-
ment in which the german proposals were specifisd. The document was given
to the Americans in Bern. Dulles and Osevernits translated 4t and sent 1t
in cods to the Allied Hesdquarters in Onserta. )

On his return to Fasano, Parrilli realised that other delays threatened
to hinder tha negotistians; vinwmm had presmnted snothar preposal,
ntmaly, that the Alliss should sdvance about 10 kilmeters s day.

Viettinghof, according to Wolff, was profoundly upeet by the informa-:
tion received fromperlin that u;; gltustion was about to be oomplately re-
virud and that Qermany was assured of victory. The Commander in Chief was
vastllating and did mot want to lay down his arms watil he kad bem can-
vinced that every last sserifice of human life had been proved to be futile,

Also Himsler had again called Wolff to Berlin. '

~ Pearing the worst, Wolff thought it wiser to inform Himmler samswht
of the state of affairs. He, therefore,wrote him a letter in which he in-
forwed him of .the mecsseity of fimding a soluticn, bDased on & eompremise,
before this becams impossible dus to Russiun imtervention.

> terms requested would include: .

1. The avoidance of imprisoument for the Gersan troops.

2, ‘The granting of an homorable surrender, .

3., The unhsmpered wifhdrlnl of the troops.

. In his-letter Wolff reitersted that he had aoted in the best inter-
ests of the German people. He strossed the importanoce of m'o faoct that the
negotistions would pren‘om the troof)a, who by thus avoiding capture on the
Southern Froat, would beavailable latar for Keoning order {n Oarmany, and
probably also to form & future nucleus of the SS under some other name.

Be ended by asidng Hissler to come to him to personally take cognisance of
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the situstion, as he, Wolff, could no longer leave Italy, in view of the

political developments. _

This letter was sent to Himaler by msans of M s trusted
friend of Wolff, who was uuﬁooed from Monaco for that purpese. FParrilld
stayed at Pasano to await Rimler's reply.

During those days Roosevelt's death was smnounced. The decease of
the m-%t of the thited States had & particular bearing on the pending
nagotiations becsuse thersby Julles lost his mein support.

Bimmler's answer to Wolff was prowpt. It summoned him e sprear in
Berlin immediastely. Tth doubtful of the outcome, Wolff dscided to obey.
Before leaving he gave Parrilli a folder containing his testament:

mdy Will to be given to ¥r. Tulles by Barcn muxm-rmu

°In the svent thlt.I do not retum froa Berlins

"1, If I chould lose my pest of Cammand, or should be imprisomed,
andthox;bythophnto-hidxlhnnwcouldnotbom\ghtfd frod-
tion, T beg that you will not let the comsequences fall oo ths QGeresm
- people nor on the Qersan troaps in Italy. »

*2. If after wy death my wemory or my honor should be attacked; I
‘beg that Ur, "ulles will rehabilitate it ly making publio the trus reasons
and the umans ideals that were my motives, and to mke it known that T did
not act for any selfish resson, nor as a traitor, but with the hope and
conviction of saving the Qerman people as much as possible, |
' "3, After my death I beg Nr, Mulles, in remembrsnce of the idesl
for which I shall have died, that he will accord to the Osrman and Italian
Crodpa honorable conditions of surrender. . _

", After my death, I beg Nr. Dulles to protect my two families,

as far as he is able, that they be not destroyed.n"
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Carrying Wolff's testamebt, Parrilli crossed the frontier once again
to bring the document and the news of Wolff's dsparture for Berlin to Hus-
maym snd Waibel. .

They were received by Dulles, but they thought it wiser not to speak
of Wolft's testament, either because of the effect on Dulles of the death
of President. Roosevelt, his friend, or because they felt that the news of
WOlff's departure for Berlin would cause snough of an unfavorsble impressicn.

lles took advantage of the meeting to tell them that the Russiane
were oppossd to the negotiations, of which fact Roossvelt bad informed him
a few days before he died.

Meanwhile Wolff arrived in Perlin.

The 17th of April he had s lang talk with Rimaler, wiich lasted from
two in the afternoon till one the following morming. After four hours
Kalsenbrunner joined them and remained .ti1l the end.

Before Kaltenbrunner sppeared, Wolff informed Rimmier that if the
Germans had agreed to an immsdiate surrendsr to ths M‘lo-‘l.‘i”; these
would not have been averse to continuing the war on the side of Germany
against the Russians.

Bimaler's answer was that he had burned the letter bepsuse it was e
oompromising.

Etmmler appsared to Wolff a broken man, deveid of all energy and will
power., Kalteabrunner, on the other hand, ssemed more aggressive mnd sug-
plcious than ever. Nevertheles he did not seem to possefd the power to

dscide Wolffts fate, so Wolff decided on & bold move, turned to the attack
ﬁd charged that Kaltenbrunner's intelligence service wes poor, and that
the socusstions brought against him were frankly an offense and s rank
injustice. '
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7inally Wolff agreed to go with Kaltenbrumnsr to Hitler to explain
the facts and to ask him to judge them. Rimaler preferred to absent him-
self from the conference with Hitler.

At five o'oclock on the 18th of April Kaltanbrumner and Wolff were
received by Ritler. Hitler, even more than Himmler, had the appsarance of
a finished man. He sesmed suddenly to have aged by 20 years; stooped,
with tfnblmg hands, pale fage and eyes distraught, he aumly seemsd to
lnow what was going on about him.

Bitler barely listened to the Justification of Wolff; he interrupted
Bim almost immediately to leunch an imterainable monologue in which he al-
ternately talked of "resistance® and certainty that there would be a split
between the Alliss. Be ended by charging Wolff to tell Viettinghof to de—
fond .the Ttalian front with the grestest deteraimation. The conferenoe
ended thus. Wolff had bluffed and won. '

FHHHHHEY

The 23rd of April Wolff returned to Switserland destermined to sign
the surrendsr. Fe was accompanied by Wemner and by Vietiinghofls delegate,
who possessed full powsrs, Lt. Col. Vietor Yom Schweinits.

Orestly to the surprise of the Oermans, Dulles refused to receive them.

Be had received instrustiens from Wshington to break off negothuﬁo.
Dulles was uncertain as to whether this was due to a veto imposed by the
Russians, or to the suspicions aroused by Wolff's journey to Berlin.
Waibel, Rusmann and Parrilli made every possible effort to preveat
Dulles' letting the Qerman delegation depart without ascomplishing their
project, which the three had brought thus far through difficulties and
hindrances of every kind. (Casvernits, an neriun of Qermsn origin, and,
therefore, ti:e most capeble of understanding the pc.ychq.log of t& group
lead by Wolff, took it upon himself to explain to Dulles the point of view

of.the QeTmans and the Jtalians.
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Dulles let hinself be convinced, and telegraphed to Caserta amnounc-
ing the arrival of t.e German delegation in Switzerland.

Nost aptly a telegram came from Himaler to Wolff,forwarded by Zimmer
to Massann. Rimaler forbade Wolff for the nth time to leave the Italisn
Zone and ordered hia to employ every posgible means in en-hut.u.u the of-
fonsive launched by the Allies on the let of April on the Italiam Promt,
It was & proof that Wolff was aeting on his own initiative, and against
the will of Ritler.

Blmmlert's tslegram had no effect on Wolff. Before leaving for
9witserlant he had agreed with Viettinghof, Rottiger, Pohl and finally
with the mnoiea-"éoter. not to obey any further orders that Berlin might
issue mmm Zone.

The reply from Onserta te Dulies' telegrsm was {n the affirmative:
Alexander wmas still interested in the nagotiations and Dulles was re-
@uhd to hold the (Qerman dolegiti@ pending frther cﬁ-mlolum.

Hussann urged Wolff to leave for My and to amounce the capitula-
tiom, together with vietftinghof. without further loss of time. Wenner
could go to Casarta to sign the surrender, if he were given full powsrs,
together with Schweinits. It would only be necessary for Wolff to delegate
Wemner as his ofﬁciﬂ nprcumtivo.' .

Wolff socepted the suggestion and leﬁ. for Ttaly.

At Osrnobbio he was surrounded by hruuna and stopped,  He suc-

ooodod finslly in eontimdng the journey, thlnka to Waibel, assisted by
-
the mwwlwno, Domld Jones, 8¢t. Pranco Livio of the

Swise mummmuu. and of the Italian poc}__agmn‘rl_n_i md"ﬁnt-m,
who possessed the confidencs of the Iulinn CLN.
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Sciweinits and Wenner left Switserland the 28th of April and om the
29th signed the surrender at Caserts. They affixed their signatures with
. the reservation that the surrender would de confirmed by Viettinghof and
_Wlff. Tha confirsstiom was to resch the Anericans mot later than 12 an
the 2nd of May:

In the meanwhile the German Headquarters were trensferred to Bolsano,
Viettinghof was no longer in command becanse on the 29th of April ham
relieved. '

nmmmmm.oruuungnmmmmc, Kesselring
found that he was being sseigned a sector thst incl'-led Bavaris, the South
Tyrol and the Itslian Zone,

In place of Viettinghof, Xeaselring neaed Oax cals Schults aad’Veat-
ﬁ;mnﬁudtonm to any talk of mruai;-: Httiger, who teapo-
rarily ws taking Viettinghof's plase, insisted with 3chults and Wemtsel
that they would have to recognise the mignaturs of t » surreader, ss signed
by Sehweinits and Wemner.

The QeneraleVerr and lesalam, cowanding re pectively the 10th
and 1Uth srwored Porces, wers of the sams opiniom as Bttiger.

"As Schults and ¥entsel were not dieposed to agres, R3ttiger, with
the aprroval of Wolff, had them arrested.

The arrest took place on the lst of May. The Qerman Military suthori-
ties bad taken the irrevocable decision to-amnouncs the cessation of firing
that night. ’

Otnloitqr Hofer changed his mind at the last moment and informed

Readquarters of what was Mpm.
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' Ealtenbrunner imsedistaly sent into the South Tyrol a special fores
of SS with the order to arrest all who had taken part in the capitulation,
But the envoys of munbrunner-eould not accomplish this mission
. dus to the genersl confusion, the rapid succession of ovents (smong which
was the death of Hitler), and above all due to the dstermimation of the
lud;r of the group, mum.uu, who wes ready to snter the lists with
axy ome opposed to the exscutian of the capitulation.
rb-zndofnyat.hmr.heuomu he had & last lomg talk om the
tolephmo.wi&h Knaelrl.ng.
ThePield Mrehall wes still doubtful and seemsd recalcitrant, but,
in view of the genersl dissolution, and the fact that Viettinghof had been
officially represerited at Caserta, Kesselring finally bowed to the sgeom-
plished faet. . _
A%t 12 cn the 204 of Ay the Qermans oeased firing. Schults and Weat-
s#l were released and left for Qermany, whils Viettinghof reassumed command
of the Wehrmacht in Italy. o S
The ith of May an. Anglo-American Cosmsission srrived {mBolsame to take
over the government. The 1lth of My the Allied troops completed the oocwn—
td.m of Morth Italy.
Thus was concluded the active phase of the Qersan capitulation in Italy.
Lo
1 have written the facts as they were t.omt-oubyqunndm

authoritative gources.

'rh. exactness of my verglon was confirwed by the (e mans, lhtn it
ws possidle for me to gather details concerning the reasons tint impelled
the Garmans to enter into negotistions with the Allies.
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It 4s st11) not clear for what reasons Wolff and his group conducted.
long and dangerous discussions during two months to finally conclude aa un-
oconditiamal surrender, which could have been accomplished with a very brief
exchangs of views between the parties.

If it was merely to surrender without conditions, the Qerman &roopo
could have quistly awaited the Allied offensive and then laid down their arms.

At Mensdurg, the Wor de Doenits, kmowing that the t.roqn ware
cut off in Morway aad Deamark, snd were in no positicn to resist, ended the
war with aa unconditionsl surresder, There were no negotistions with the
Nlies und the responsible commanders did not expose themselves to being
considered trattors. _ ‘ _

It could be said thst in Italy Wolff and his eollaboretors sought
their own safety. The position held by Wolff and his rank in the SS might
- Justify this obumtion........ Ris responeibility as a war criminal re- ‘
mains to be proven.

S SHE

If Wolff's sction hed been dictstsd purely from a selfish motive,
he night have asked for himself and his collaborators the assurences of
several millions and a hospitable reception in some far country tat was
peaceful and nautrsl, to whichyas & last mission, the Allies would have to
trangport him. Uncanditionsl sarrender of the Italian Front was well worth
such & concession, and such a ﬁquest would not have lcnndnncﬁ the secret

services of his advermaries.

To judge the results, the personal welfare of the néﬁothtbn'ot the
" surrender must instead be put in the background. Wolff for three years has

been a prigoner of the Anglo-Americans, whils his wife and tnﬁ.y are in
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dire need. The post war adveaturss of Dollman bAve alresdy beem told: as

%o Wezmer, we msy add that until a short time ago ho also was deprived of
bis liderty, ‘




