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C)LINTRY Anstriaittely

SMXT Background of the Wolfgang
Pfaundler Arrest

CATEC*
1:50.	 February - July 1961

&
CAI: AcmAustria, Vienna (3 August 1961)
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1. Upon the discovery in late February or earlyehrch 1961_2f the  weapons 

and explosives cache in his lensbreek apartment, Wolfgang Pfaundler
was imaediately arrested and questioned. After a short eariod of time
he  was released, mainly on tke testimony of his doctor, who maintained 
that Pfaundler was not physically able to stand the riAoro of iaprisonmett.
Almost immediately prior to the discovery of the cache, Naundler had 	 •
been operated on for the reesval of a stomach u/cer. Several aenthe
before this he had another oieration, reportedly for a gall bladder
condition. The official mum for Prat:niter's release, therefore, was
medical. A short tive after his release, however, Pfaundler began to
make statements around Unable ...* to the effect that the zeal reason
for his release was the feet that he knew too much and that Austrian
officials might be embarrassed by the information which would be unectre,"23
in the course of a prosecuticns

Another factor complicating the prosecution is. the following: Three perzona
were present when the cache tee first discovered in Pfeundler's apartment,
one of wham:wars an Italian. Then en anonymous tipster, obvtouely Italian,.
reported the find to the Innebruck police. After his release, Pfaundler
denied having known anything about the cache, although previously he
was considered to have tacitLyadmitted his guilt by his silenee under
interrogation. Pfanndler nor (July 1961) maintains that the Cache was
planted tithe Italians to provoke the Austrians. To resolve the matter,
the Innsbruck police maintain that an Italian representative should take
part in the trial-,prtferslar the man who vas present when the cache was
discovered, or the one who leWermed the police about it.1
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3. Believed to be without foundortion is the rumor that Pfaundler is being
protec■ed by several high Aurtrian officials who are afraid that their
own in' olvement in terrorist actions would be revealed iu the courae of
PfaxancLer's prosecution. It is thought by some that Pfamdler himself
is the originator of the rumor. Observers of the scene Arita that anyon..:
who colld be embarrassed by Yfaundler's revelations is already reoognize6
as bails attached to the Scart Tirolean etremiste. Awls such persons
&relax:brook People's Party chairaan Aloys Oberhaamer, and Eduard Widemter
of the Berg Isel Bkmd, who pito Pfaendler a salary. One person who micht
possibly be embarrassed becimtse of his relationship with Pfaundler is
Stet* 3ecretary for Foreign :trains Ludwig Steiner. Steiner and Pfaundlor
have been on Du terse since jee'early post-war years. They are, however..
wide apart in their political beliefs and it is considered quite certain
that Eteiner is strongly oppmed to the activities of the Tirolean	 •
extrevists. As a rising politician with no firm base of support, Steiner,
however, could be hurt by as exposure of his association with a man as
irreepumeible as Pfaund/er.

1
Source Comment: Since no Italizmi in his right ednd would enter Al:stele, on
iarriEssion, the ease is staLemated.


