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> the disco in lste Februvary or early Marmek 1961_of the weapons.
and explosi{ves cache in his anabmk apartment, Wolfgeng Praundler
was lmediately arrested end gquestioned. Af'::u- @ short period o time
he wvas released, mainly on "ctf- testimony of his dogtor, who mainteined
that Praundler ves not ble to stand the riporo of i g0 x:t

te. or to 1he discovery of the cache, PPaundler bad

been opersted on for the remxval of & stomach ulcer, Several Ropths
before this be hed ancther ojeration, reportedly for e gall bladder
condition. The official ree¢on for Pfaundlsr®s release, thercfore, w28
medical. A short time after hig releese, however, Pfaunilsxy btegan to
make statoments around Innghrusic to the offect that ‘the Teal reuson
for his release was the fact thet he Inew too much and thot Ausiriac
officials might be embarrassed by the information which wculd Le wneaveed
in the course of a prosccuticn,

2, Another factor complicating ibe prosecution isn the following: Three rercons
vere present when the cache tas first discoverad in Pfeundler’s apartment,
; one of vhom was en Italiza., Then en anonymous tipsler, obviously Italian,
. reported the find to the Inncrbruek police. After his release, Pfaundler
o . denied having lmown apything about the csche, #lthougn previcusly he
was considered to have tacitly admitted his gui.lt by his silence under
interrogation. Pfaundler nov (July 1961) mdntains thet the Cecbe wms
planted by the Ivalians to provoke the Avstrians. To resolve the matter,
the Innsbruck police meintein that an Italian ia2presentative stouid tele
. part in the trial--preferably’ the man vho was present vhen the cachc was
E discovered, or the one wuo informed ¢he police about it.l
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3. DBelieved to be without foundstion is the rumor that Pfaundler is being
protecied by several high Augtrian officiels who are afrnid that their
own im olvement in terrorist actions would be revealed {u the course of
Pfaund. er:s prosecution. It 1s thought by some that Pfaundler himself
is the originmator of the rumcr. Cbservers of the scene utate that amyon:
vho co:1ld be embarraszed by l'faundler’s revelations is alresdy recognizes
86 being attached ©o the Sou'’b Tirolean extremists. Among such. persons
are Insbruck Feople's Party chairman Aloys Uberhammer, and Edvard Yidwosver
of the Berg Ysel Bund, vho puys Pfaundler & aalary. One person who might
posaibly be embarransed beca:se of his relationship with Pfaundler is
Stete Secretary for Foreign .\ffaira luwivig Steiper. Steiner aund Pfauadler
have bren on Du terms since :he early post-war years. They are, hovever.
wide apart in their politdcal bellefs and it is comsider:d qui‘e certain
that Cieiner is stropgly oppised to the activities of the Tdroiean .
extresists., As a rising politiciap with no firm base of swpport, Stelne:,
howewer, could be hart by avy exposure of his essociation with & man as
irresponsible as Pfaundler. '

b §

Source Coxment: Since no Italiin in his right mind would enter Anstria ob
such a mission, the case iz staiemated.
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