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June 13, 1949
MENORARDUM OF CONVHERSATION

Date: Juns 13, 1049
Present: Dr. Bergstrom; < e
Miss Blus, DRF; Mr. Barnes, DRE

The conversation consisted of brief general questions asked
.Dre Pergstrom,and of his replies. The latter wore clear and oomprebsn-
sive, and generally touched on various aspects of the subjeot under in-
quiry rather than being restricted to short specific snswers. Eis
readiness to expand on a topic made the conversation easy as woll as
ipformative. A brief summary of .Dr. Bergstrom's remarks follows:

He spoke first of his omn experiences shortly after war broke out.
In the late summer and fall of 1941 Sovist scientists wers leaving threat-
ened areas such as lLeningrad, and taking positions whersver they could
£ind them at points farther in the interlor. Dr. Bergstrom chose Blista,
the ocapital of the Kalmyk Autopomous Republic, primarily bescsuse his
family were in that region at the time; they had evidently left Lenipgrad
befors him. He mentioned that thers was then & strong feeling that
Turkey would be at war with the Soviet Union before long, and that this
fastor had influonced some peopls to avoid points like Baku, which might
be more wulnersble. By the tise be left Leningrad in August 1941, trans-
portation wis already considerably disrupted. The trip was made prinoi-
pally by waterway and motor vehicle, and took 25 days. Prom his odbserva-
tions in the Kalmyk region during 1941 and 1942, and from extended travel
previously through areas inhabitsd by Asiatic minorities of the USSR, he’
made the following sommants:

The Kalmyks were predominantly anti-Soviet during the war, snd the
ssso held for most of the other minority reces wi th whioh he was familiasr,
Be spoke partisularly of the matives of Turimenistan, Tedjikistan and
Usbekiatan as constituting & "powder keg.” Dissatisfaction was also rife
in the Wastern Ukraine and the Crimea. 7Ths Kasakhs were sald to be less
affected, since thair cul ture is more primitive, and they were sven far-
ther removed from any influences of Kest or Bouth. In consequonce they
were less inclined to msks wnfavorable ocomparisons with conditioas inside
the USSR, Hs spoke of the Armenians as being an exception, being pro-
Soviet largely out of fear of ths Turks.

The Western Buryat Mongols wore descrided as being backward, but
% some extent Russianised, in contrast to thome East of Lake Baikal who
wors Buddhist snd geuuinsly Oriental by tradition. ZThe Outer Mongolian
1s extremsly primitive, with no appreciation or lilking for any of the
asenities of oivilisation. Dur to their iwperviousnsss to Westem atand-
ards of living the Boviets had been able to ute regiments of Hongols 12
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the war, whersss they had not dared to put Central Asian troups in tiw
frout line for fear of defeotion, but kept them oocupied bohind the lines.

The prinsipal reason advansed for suti-Soviet attitudes was the
simple objection to regimentation; a dislike of being coerced into oollec-
tive faras or fuotories, ond & dislike of the XKVD. BReligion also played
a definite role, 1t was said, as well as a streak of conservatisa which {s
strong in that part of the world; the tendsnoy to oling to looal habits
apd eustoms. The dislike of bresking with old traditions was showmn in
even such matters as the seript used in writing. 4bolition of the Arsbio
soript was extremely unpopular because the Koran had besz written in it,
and oonsaguently the soript itsolf became to somwe extent holy: Kot being
allowod to make the pilgrimace to Meoos was snother sericus grisvanos for
the devout Mohemmedan. ’

Natiomalisn too was by no meana dead, although the spesaker felt
that sbstract nationalism aloas was not & very powerful force. It was
ruther the belief that self-rule would be a mesnas to greater freedom. He
said that the youth of the oocuntry was somewhat affected by Soviet props-
ganda over the last decades, and that the religious motive played less of
a part in their thinking. BHowever be added that the Germans were able to
reoruit whole divisions from these Asiatic peoples to fight against the
Soviats, largely made up of mon from 18 to 25 years old who were certainly
8ot pro-Soviet; ke had bscome acquainted with sowms of these men in Berlin,
where he had gone after the German retreat.

At the sane time, he folt that the majority of people in Cemntral
Asia did pot want to return to the eonditions that prewvailed vefaore 1917.
There have bsen some economic advanoces, snd opportunities for education
and medioal attention wers somewhat {improvod. Ths old system had boen
semi~-foudal, snd the people nowr want to retain some of the advantages
they bad gained, but to get rid of the compulsion that oame with them.

The improvement has affected the lowest classes most, whereas those
who were sowswhat better off huve fared relatively worse. In the old days
& nomad of property was in msny ways much more prospercus than the aversge
Russian peasant. After the Bevolution, the standards moved closer togeth-
or; all were treatsd alike, but the nomsd missed his liberty more. It is
insorrect to sxy that the Russlan is unpopulsar in Central Asia because hs
enjoys wnusual prerogatives which the native does not. On a racial dasis,
there is something wear equality. The ineguality, there as elsewhers,
cones from other cauess. A small olass of office holders do have special
privileges, whether Russian or native, and quite & number are Russian.

Rt the Russian population in these reglons is sads up to & large extent
of deportees, who enjoy few preroyatives sxcept the asourity of = labor

orxp.

As the Germans retreatsd und the Red Armies swept back, & great
many Kalmyks, sand evidently other minority peoples,went with the inveders
back into Germamy. Women and children, and some men, wept into hiding
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in the mountains. ¥KVD troops thenm eame in and settled down, “ut bothersd
the inhaditants very little for the first 3 or ¢ months. During this

time people gradually returned to their homes, emboldsned by the fact that
there was no persecution. Then, in one day, truoks were brought in by
hundreds, the mative population was rounded wp by thousands, and shipped
off to Biberia or the sloped of the Urals., A similar fate met the Crimean
Tartars, the farschal and Cherkessi (Cirecassians), some of whom went to
Siberis and some ¢to different parts of Central Asin, farther East. It was
ssid that thers are no Tartars or Gresks left in the Crimea.

The story so often heard, as to how badly the Germans mismanaged
their relations with groups in the Soviet Union wio wers ready to be their
allies, was given s sffective twist by the statemsnt: "1f the Nasi ed-
visers on Russian questions had wanted to sabotags the German war effort,
they eould not have done a better job." The Germmn military was said to
bave been less obnoxious in its treatment of the Boviet papulations, but
when the oivilian bosses took over the situation beomme very much worse.
Bven 80, many of the minority races, csught betwsen two firea, preferred
to stay with the CGermans.

The peoples of Ceutral Asia were sald %0 feel & strong natural
sympathy for India =~ or rathcr that part of India now Pakistan --, aa
being most representative of their own traditions. The speaker knew less
sbout the attitude toward Afghazistaa, although he mentioned that a number
of Usbak leaders had fled to that country at one time or another; in 1938
the patiw Usbek political leaders were executed almost on masse. Rela-
tions with Irsn were somplicated by the rivalries between the Shiite and
the Sunnite Moslems, which tended to turn the Aserbaidjenians against the
Iranians. As to the Turks, there was & tendency on the part of thw older
Central Asisn peoples, whose traditions cams down from Tamsrlans, to re-
gard them as something like yourger drothers snd to look down on them from
a cultural point of view. Ths effort of Enver Pasha to ereats a Turanian
state in the 20's had not been partioularly popular.

A few specific comments were made on educational imstitutions. The
spesker had been at the University of Tashkent in 1929 and 1930, where
there were about 1,000 students, and soms 200 teschers, professors and re-
search workers. Faculties of law, medicine, lmaguages, ots. were opsrating,
snd the University was under jurisdiction of the (mow) Ministry of Higher
Education. In eddition the Central Committes of the Communist Purty has a
Departasnt of Bduoation and Propsgsada, which supervises both the Party
Bohools and also all other education from the political standpoint. There
was & school for specialists on Binkisng under direct supervision of the
Moscow Central Cosmittes, whers agitators and propagsndists, potentisl ocell
leaders and seorst sgents, were trained for work in that area. The stu-
dents were usually mature and well-indootrinated commnists. During or
since the war & new Near Xastera Institute has been estadblished in Tashkent,
which has taken over work formerly dons by ¢the Military Faculty of the
Instituts of Oriental Languages in Noscow. The training of military apgents
snd informers oonstitutss & largs part of its work.
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