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. SOURCE (A) US olitiren, upeoianet 42 Cemtral Asisn history, whaattended the 23rd .
International Congress of Oriontaliats at Cembridge, UK, 21-28 Aug 64, =

Although he considers himself primarily an historian, he has done . !
oconsiderable work in anthropolegy and philology with partioular rofemoo : - 1
to Central Asian tribal groups. In additien to his lmowledge of Central T -
end Bust Asian lenguages, he speaks Persim, Turkish, Fronch, Geman, and - -~

.m Ruasien.

(B) Profouor of Semitic lenguages and 11 tsnt\u'e' at a large US university, who
attended the 23rd International Congress of Orientalists at Gambridge, UK,

1

%; 21-28 Aug 54. :

" . 'Be spoaks Hear Eastern and West European languagos,. but not Rnasian. ‘ {

j A loctor'a Notes The two sources were interrogated aepara’coly and 1t H
. ’ s was. not pocsiblo to reconcile disorepencies in their reportsay* . !
17 It hn beenn qndition sinoe the middle of the 19th century to convens &’ oongreu ¥

of orientalists from ell pnrts of the world every three years for purposes of'

- ‘académio and caholauy exchangs. For the most part, these congresses have been 4
‘held in -various party of Buropé. Thus the 2lst in 1948 and 235rd in 1954, held . |
‘respectively in Paris and Cambridge, remained true to this traditicn., The 22nd i
"Congress in 1861, however, was held in Istanbul, Turkey, after the congress had -~
" been formally invited by the Turkish Government to oonvens there. Though. Istanbul
gxtqo)mioally is a part of Burops, historically it is a part of the Orienti The

i 26th'00ngreu will convene in a oity in Western Gemmy I'herorore, it is apparont i

,ation of Turkey, mach’ grest’ work has been doné in that oountry 1n tho' o
: nim%a.'l. :studles, Homor, it was not until the” Istenbul congreu that = .|
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Congreas was made even more sucsevsful by the efforte of the Turkjeh Govern-

ment to arrange exoursions and arhiti4s of manuscripta and antiquities for
the visiting scholars.

The Oambridge Congresz. hewever, was suscesaful for different reasone. As
was -the oese in the Istanbul Congress, the British authcritiee, like the
Turkish government, strove to maks availabie to the visiting delegates all
available facilities and repcsitorise. Morecver, for the first time in the
recent history of the Congresses, 21 delegates from the USSR attended. Fur
the first time, foreign soholars had the cpportunity vo talk direstly to’

8oviet scholars whoge contributions were known te them hitherto culy through
books.

‘Sinoce the Congresses are non=-politicel, invitationa are seant out t¢ all h
reputable orientalists regardless of nationslity and politiaal affiliatica.
In 1961, the Turkish Govermment sent invitations to delegates residing In Iren
Curtain ocourntries., None came, however. Similarly, invitabions were this time
sont out™to delegatos in Irsn Curtain oountries and in Red China. Asospisnces
were forthooming from woet of these countries inoluding Red China, However,
only Soviet and Polish delegates motuaily turmed up., The pregence of the large
Soviet delegation oreated quite s stir ameng the delegates. In his opening
addross to the aonvooation, the Viss-Chamoe2l:r of the University of Cembridge
spoke with ferver about the bog:um.ng of a new age of friendship and excheange,
and wes warniy applaudsd, Zekdi Velidi Togam of Turkey. president of the 22nd

+ Congress, addressed the Congress in his ospseity ss former President. Since
Zeki Bey is an old anti-Balshevik (President of the first Bashkir Republio and
Turk naticnalist), an undertone of bitternees lay in his words because of the -
fervent attention granted the Soviet delegatu. Thie he a.lse expresged
privatoly to me on repested oooa.si

M, Aondcmioian AA Guber, ohiof of the Soviet delsgation, was invited to
address the Congress.. He spoke in Russien end efterwards translated his

tolk into Riglish himself. . All Boviet delegatos subaequently apoke in Russian,
‘an apparent attempt to 5-!.11 recognition for the Russian langusge as an offioill
interpational language aleng with English, Fremok, aund German. Guber apoke in
genoralities about peace and exohsnge and was warnly eppisuded. The lagt-.-

sddrews. was; g:.m by Claude: Seheffor, shiaf of the Fremoh delegation. Shofror
- was ‘onoe-a German U-boat’ oap{ain In the first World War, who has einoe bsocme
C .. Fmah oiti.v.ou. Ho too onphniud the presence of the Soviet delegaticn.
L m Soviot dologution seemed "0 un into thres oategorieu

: (t_l) The scholars - all Russian

() The minority reprosemtatives (Uzbek, Turlamen ete) ~ probably trusted
Communists and certainly not scholera; brought along for prcpsgands purposes.

‘(o) The MVD men.
‘. ‘The 'loot-ure's were given by members ¢f categories "a® or “b",

The' nholar-, as a whole, gave exoelleut: lectures which wx?n‘vamly, received.

- The lecture by IM nov vn Parthiean archives discovered in Central Asia
- ‘oreated a small sen on and was probably the ocutetanding oontribution of the
Somtto .

- BB Bortell, who gave a good leoture on Turkmen psetry, 1s now an old msn, the
- dean ol Soviet Iranian schelars.

RS ltterst-ure and philology.

He 18 @ well respected scholar for his work
Ho wae friendly, and apoke relatively freely in
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' LP Pobtapov, one of the leadinz Sovist historisns of the Altads regice,
rond an exscallant paper on various sspscts of Centrei Avlan problems. He
was very friendly and proved to be the mosu ocharming, intelligent, snd
mobile of the USSR delegation. It vas somewhat surprising te see him co
friendly with a World War II DP, Omeijan Pritusl;, a Ukreinian refuges from

Lwow who 1s mow at the Center of Orieptal Studles of Hamburg University.

AA Gubar, head of the delegatisn, gave a paper 3n the Philippine kapublic
of 7 #hlch was Htterly anti<US, eand the only sour note among the

scholariy papers.
11, The lestures given by oategory "t" delsgates such as NT Swrtnhs;@:_ on the
formation ¢f the Eazakh natisn, and KM Kuli o Turkmen sultuze, were
0 oonvinoe the delegates how good

appareatly propaganda lestures dssigned
oondi tions were in the subject regions. They wers cbviously not scheiars

dad
becauss they could not anawer questions. Except for the violent reaction
of old anti=Bolsheviks like Zekl Bey, the resctions cf the audience were

indifferent.

P 12. The MVD men d4id not lesturs, but merely obisrved and arten acted as inter-
H _ preterss One in partioular, Vassilevsky, was quits sherming snd 4id his
“.best mot. to be too ocscaaplouiuds .
;.
13, Manbers of the Soviet delegavisn were quarteres In the oiileges amzng the
) other delegstes, Although they lived separately, they tended to dine together
on madse. Onoe when I geated myself opposite Delegate EF Kovalyov st an :
oerly breekfast, I was subsequently surroundel by the mass of Hoviet delegates
* who trooped in together for breskfast. The atmosphere was strained, but was 7
" . broksn evenbuslly by the friendiy and witty Potep«v. EKovelywv, whose f£1ield
" 4s modern Chinese litereture. is quite young and limpe very badly, possibly
from-a war wound. He waw rossrved, but frisndly. Our conversatisn was ‘
1imited by zy spoken Buseian because he spoke nc Weatern lenguage.

10,

P P

14. During two days of the Congress, the Soviet dslegation showed four films
: about life in oertain Soviet Reputlisa {Armenis, Azeorbaijan, Uzbskistsn, axd
Y7 . Turkmenistan). The smditorium wes fiiled to overflawlng by curious delegates. -
L . - However, the films were ridiculauoiy‘blatsnt propaganda (all smiling people
and bumper orops), which arcused a cértain amount of disapproval on the part
4%2cam was that the Soviets should have ghown

of many delegates. The shief critl ,
some solentific f£ilm, ¢ g a £ilx abcut the excavations in Cemtral Asim.

It was & propagands blunder, coumteracting the faverable impression mede by
the scholarly papers. :

15. During a sossion of the SOCIETAS URAL~ALTAICA, whish has its headguarters in
West Germany, Omeljan Pritsak prcpcseld to the Soviet delagatlon that they
Join, Potapov, angwe ssian in the name of the Soviet delegatianm,
indiocated that the matter had to be taken up first in Mossow. This fant,
‘plus the fact that all the lootures of the Soviet delegaticn had been
prepared snd printed in Mosotw befcrshand, indicates that the Soviet delsgation
was not' given s free hand to mingle and essoolate ae i¢ the cage with Weatern
: - delegates. However, in private conversation, they did reveal some informstiox.
#. .- . Potapov told me that @ book had besn printed in the USSR about the Haorara end
Aimag peoples in SWriet tepritery, and’Bertels told me thet iittle direct

L"_'_ _ .. oontact existed between Soviet soholaiv ®nd Mongoliexn seholars Ulen Bator.”
T - v LC(
L ~ L reef Y] / A :
AP (g
M £ /V;PE— /gl"/
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During a disoussion, entitled "Orientaliam and History," presided over

by Prof Denis Sinor of Cembridge, and ettended by sevexal hunired people,

the Soviet delegatlon participated rather vehemently., They made two major

pointes (1) history wes the basic objeot of orientalism, e the discovery

of the laws of history, and (2) orlentaiism must be related toc modern problems

in Asin (an attack cn ivory-towerism). The non~Soviet sontributions, unfortunately,
degenerated into academic and phileloglisnl squabbies, snd the effect produced

by this cession, whioh was t+ discuss some basio relatlons between crientalism

and history, was not too favcrabla.

The Boviet delegates attendsd parties and mixed freely with the orowd. Kovalyov
and another Soviet delegate onse sttended s ocooktail party et the home of Mr

EC Pullyblank, head cf the Department of Sinclsgy st cambr.ldgo. They wers
friendly and oourtecus,

The over-all Lipression made by the Soviet delogates wes favorable., People
expected much worse, and were not surprised when ceriain unpleasantmess
arose. The Soviets indicated asssptance of invitations to the 1967 Congress.
Thedr exhibition of books (arr% by Ccilett's Book Shop) which elso had
- a display of Chineseo Corwmunist/s pro uoed my interested onlookers and cuatonmers.
They were reasonably free in their perasomal ocntacts, and reasonatly willing to
jmpert eome scholarly information. Howsver, there was no evidense whatsoever
that suy one of the delegates had the power to make deoisicns in the name of
the delegation as & whols, cr to make future commitments.

The above Soviet participaticn, in my cpinion, indicestes a new Soviet palioy
of attempting to acquelint foreign scholars with their scholarly achievementa.
Exchange of students was one of the subjecte ini‘omny disoussed in Cambridge,
and it seems obvious that the British and Fremch, in partiocvlar, were most
interested, ' One omn expeot inocreased Soviet participatior in {nternational’
solentific congresses, aud evantuaily even congresses held in Moscow to which
fareign delegations will be invited, and perheps, even the rise of some kind
of researah and student exchange progrem between the USSR and Westerx Burcpe.

rho only Sgtellite delegation was frsm Pclnnd, although others had besn invited
and the Fungerians and Czeche hsd indioated thtt $bsy would comas The only .

; "Polish .delegate I oconversed with wae lbl»nki, s 8inologiet end authsr of a
) ,mm book about Chuang=tru, - Jablmﬂ sesmed.. to have no sontast at eIl ‘with

the Boviet ddegation, and was eager to eonverse and asscolate with his Western
oollosgués. He indicated repeatedly that little contast existed between Polish
. and Boviet orientaliste.- Waen I sxpressed my envy of his access to the wealth
of Soviet materiels on Central Asia, he 3aid that it waszs not sos that it was
inpossible for him to got to Mosoow. ®irowe Jaaronsii

Turkish end German representati:n was excellent. and a smali, but good,
Japanese delegation aiso attended, The UK was represented ty the cresm of -
its orientalistes,wh: did not have far to travel.

_ In"épite of the good representatisn desoribed adbove, there were signifioamt

gaps, Commumiss Chinese scholars had bsen invited but they refussd tc coms
when it was learned that two or three Chinese from Formosa would attewis Arsb
scholars declined to acoept theiginvitations besause Israeli scholars were algp
invited,
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The US representation was too small to make mioh of an impression, and

its personnel wore treated as individuale rather than as a delegation
besoause there was nc "offisiel delegatien.® The whole subjeot of orientalism
and orientalists in the US was somewhat neglecsted, preclsely beocause of

the lack of a ®delogation™., It would have helped to have had a display of

US publications in the flsld. Because of the long absence of the Soviete
from this organization, and the geaulne curloslty cf all orientalists about
what the Soviete are doing, thelr large, oompetent, and well organired
delegation stole the show.

SOURCE ‘ B)

I hed previously attended meetings of the Intornational Congreas of Orieantaliste
st Rome and Leiden before World War II and at Paris sinoe, but the 23xd
Congress, which met at Cambridgs in August 195¢ inpressed me as having the
broadest intermationel representation and the highest level of echolarship

yot attained. The entire Congress was oconduoted ir a very scholarly atmosphere,
and there wore no apparent ideoclogioal, recial, religious, or national

tensions. Mombers of the Congress were treated as individuel schelars,

without regard to rece, religion, nationality or politiocal belief. Freanchmen
talked with Gormane, Arabs with Israeii, aad everyone seemed eager to learn
what the Soviete had to say. -Bven the printed list of membtrs listed all

‘porsons in alphabetiosl order without indioating country or other affiliation.

The large Soviet delegation was gensrally weloomed by the Congreas memberahip - -
whose attitude was one of satisfaction at the partioipation of scholars from
the USSR after so long an absence. Thers was a gemeral feeling that the '
8oviets, with acceszs to certain archives and other materials not available to

~ the outside world, wore doing research which mlght_ be important to oriemtalism

in general, and everyone was eager to learn as much ms possible about what

- they were doing.

Amng the papers presented by the Soviets were the follwingt

.

(a) ‘Bgyptology .
74 AvdiEv - “Ezypt's Relstions with Heighboring Countries in the
. " Pourth Millenium BG:®" . . -

(b) Xfentan, Armentan, and Centrel Asierr Studies.

m = "Parthien doouments from Nisa."
"8t Eremyan - "Iho Fall of Slave-omning Sooicty and the Birth of Péydal
sooiety in Anoient Armenia.”

(o) -Alteic Studies

BE Bertels - ¥Studies in Turkmen Literature in the USSR"
¢ Xullyev - "The Oultural Development of Turkmenia®

N1 mﬁa ~ “Formation of the Earekl Nation®

w Po iBasio Problems of Altaio Studies in the USSR"
AN xonom Turoology in the USSR" : .

“{(d) Tadian Studies

A - "§inology in the USSR"
- EM: Vv - "The Fommation of the Japansse Centralized Fevlal S'ca\o.
~—  Hideyosbi"

" AA-Guber « “The Philippine Republic of 18987

' GONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY
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(£) “1slmmic Studies

: RA Bel -~ "Boonomioc Structure of the Caliphate in the Eleventh century"
od «~ "The Agrarian Strusture cf Iren by 1900"
MY Yuldashev - "The State Arshives of Khiva®.

! {g) Christian Orient
‘ NV Pigulevekaya « "The 9th Century Graeos - Syriac - Arabic Manusoript
: o Psalter"

; (8) African Studies
‘11 Potyekhin - "Formation of Afrioen Nations™

27, Prom the titles listed above it is pecssible to learn somsthing of the breadth
snd direotlon of Soviet studies in oriemtalism, snd when the papers are published
in the Comgrese volume which usually appears about a year later, & better estimate
of their quality oan be Judged. The most importent conmtribution of the Soviets
was Yuldashev's desoription of the state archives of Khive. This collection
oontains Porsian and Arabic manusoripts of great value whioch have not been
aocessible to Western soholars. Although the Soviet scholere inaisted upen
l . . .. reading their pepers in Ruseian, they oceme prepared to distribute printed oopies
; . " of their pepers in Westorn langusges. Bslyalev, the only one with whom I had.
.direct sontact, partioipated in discussions im Fremck, and seemsd to have.
‘g00d-training end beokground in Islamisc studiess I was unsble to learn’ mn:hhe
o: hil affiliations, exoept thet he ie in lbcocw.

.

PPN

- 2Be - ‘Mryom seemad mud that the 8ovists mixed eo rreoly with the Western soholare.
- " Mos¥ of " then eppesred able to spesk some French at least, and seemed to go out
of- the'ir way to ‘be friondly. Guber acted as spokesman for the USSR group.

29.. . ~Anolg the Satellites, Poland and "Bagt Germamy, at least, wore repreeentod. An
. ‘M Germen scholar, O Biutoldt. tmn Belle. resd s paper on & biblioal uubjoct.

.80, In pmious Oonerouea, thore kad dnys been two or thres invitations from .
R cmtrios desiring to be host f¢r the next oongress, but whem the locale for
*-the .34tk Comgress. in 1867 ocame up for discuseion, the only inVitatiom was
- 2rom West Garmany. This was rather surprising, not only beceuse it was the
U7 s Tonly ixvitation, but beoowuse mary members felt it was @ little too soom after.
.. . . . - - thé war for Gomny to be issulng an invitation. The. invitetion, however,
S “was mocepted without officlal dissent. Hamburg, Frankfurt, eand Manmlch were
‘a1l mentioned as possible hoat oities. . )

[5:1 file in CIA Libmry (as "micro~misc. #1037") is a photoqopy ofs

28 Internu'bionnl congreu of Orientalists
Genoral Programme 3 i
cambridge 21-28 Auguet 1954, SS.g@p . . ©
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