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Subject offered services as Informp
on Communist matters in Mey, 1947,
" Subject and wife, Latvian citizeng _
arrived in U. S. February, 1947. &=
Informants advise subject and father

Communists in Latvia. Subject also
identi fied with German occupation T e—
forces in Latvia. Subject alleges{ MIGROFIL:
to have worked with Latvian Secretj Ut 4w 1955
Police and denies Russian and German .

. connections, and alleges lmpnsoned -
for six weeks by Germans in 1941, m
Subject residing Washington, D. C.,
since June, 1951. Remarried
February, 1952. Former wife, GAIDA
PORMAN, now residing New York City.
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2. JKGROUND INFORMATION -

On Mey 12, 1647, an individual who identified
himself as VITOLD PORMANIS residing at 19449 Faust, Detroit,
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ad his zervicss zs an Infurment on LCommunis
nuanlan groups.

wlarly in the Latvian and Lix
at. Ribinsk, Russia,.

horn Fabruery &, 1919, . <y
1'rqﬁhd SPORMANTS ‘were Latvian citizens.

s Ridinsk, Russis, tc Rige, Latvia, in 1922,
and the svb1oct obtainad his educetion in Higa. Toe education
consisted of a high school dlplomd zand 3 law degrne which he
received at the Univers 1tv of Riga in May, 1644. Subject steted
from. & period in 193¢ until June, 1910, he had been employed
as an Informant on Communist matters for the Politicel Police
of Latvia. This employment was in a factory in Riga. He further
; stated that he was a student in the University of Riga from
A JLnﬂ, 1940, to May, 19kL. After the Russisns had vithdrawn
) from La+v1a znd the Cermans eubSOquertlj occupied that country
; in July, 1944 subject was sent to & German labor camp in Bruck-~
on-~ifur, ust“ld Following his release from thc labor camp and
= ing sbout frril, 1945, subject sieted he wis in a Displaced
Fursons Camp comgosad of Latvians erd located at Esslingen,
mazny, until he wes able to qualify on a Russien quota for
zricn vo the U. §-, which wzs in February, 1947. Subject
aycd 4 Certificate of Identification (in lieu of passport)

redi tnat on October 22, 1946, he had qualified for
*rmlardnlon to the U. 5. and ... entered the U- S. at Few York
Clty on ﬂebruary lu, 1947. He procseded diractly to Detroit,
ichigan, arriving ip thaet city on February 20, 1947, and took
« UD rcaiaenw with Gr) and ¥re. COH rm%c OBSON, (firs)
\\ﬁiiCOB,“H ANE) is the aunt of quéég\OhhﬂNIa, subject!s wife,

and is the person who gusranteed theélr support while in the

U. 5. GAIDA PROMANIS accompanied her husbznd in &1l hlq travels
subseguent to their marriage in July, 1944.

)

=

it
i

’“: 3’1 "

Subject stated that he had already filed his first.

it s for citizenship in the Y, S, and having read of the
21ty concerning Gomwunist activities in this country felt
. beoeuse of his rious background as & Communist Informant
! ke could be of szee service to this country within'
' Lztviaag end 1 En Lroups.

The racords of ihe Jentral Office, Immigration end
jion Service, refiect thot VITOLDS LNIS v
for ILmmi vation Visa §5C at the Lusrican bonsulene,
Germeny, on October 22, 19&0, stzting that he was
Ery Ly 191 at Ribinsk, Russia. His wife, GAIDA

Wa s born in Hira La tvie SubjLCu was 1s=ued

onsudz te, JELLf”””t; "ermuny_ u" uct her ~2 19Ao, bnd ssianu
gration Visz Humber 1350 on ﬁhcemue, 11, 1946. He
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entered ﬁhe U, S. at Mew York City on February 18, 1947, aboard
the 38 LErnie Pyle, :

o Information furnished by the State Department in 1947
N .. reflects that the subject and his wife, GAIDA PORMANIS, were
i issued Immigration Viss MNumbers 1379 and 1380 in December, 1946

under the Russian quota. They sailed from the Port of Bremerhaven

on February 7, 1947. Subsequently information was received by

the Department of State from Confidentizl Informant T-l, 2 Latvian

Displaced Person of unknown reliability as?frllows: 4$=y\\N£k\

hadS wuoh Y .
In Februery, 1941, when Riga,\latvia was occupied by

the Russians the father of the subject was\a member: of the Communist
Executive Committee of Riga, and subject himself was on the
editorial staff of the Communist newspaper, ‘\"Cinja.” Later
subject also become a member of the Executlve Committee. Shortly
after the occupation of Riga by the Germans, subject was seen
wearing the swastika arm band and acting in the capacity of a
guard in front of the German headquarters. He was subsequently
arrested by the Latvian Secret Police and charged with treason,
but was released due to pressure of high Germen officials. It
was also alleged that ‘subject, just prior to his departure
{apparently for the United States), attended a party in Esslingen

stating that he was a persecuted person and spoke of having huge
suns of money. -

Confidential Informent T-2, of unknown reliability,

that in Jenuary or February, 1946, while she was a member of the
Displaced Persons Camp at. Esslingen, Cermany, she attended a
party where the subject was zlso present, T-2 advised this was

a - 11 social gathering and that during the progress of the
party the subject made 2 speech relating for the most part to his
past experiences, She stated that politics did not enter invo
the speech or to subsequent discussions. T-2 advised that she i
was residing with the individual described in this report as T-1
and after returning home after the above-mentioned party T-1

explained to her that subject had been in the Communist underground §

in Latvia before the Russians came to Latviz and that he had-also
been a strong Communist after the Russians had taken over.

Furthermore subject gained favor with the Nazi regime after the ?

Germans: entered Latvia. T-1 had a2 son who had been a Latvian
Army officer and who was :llegedly deported to Siberia after
having been identified by the subject. T-2 advised that she knew

" of one other family who .2:» had a son who was & Latvian Army °
officer and who had also been deported after having been

-3 -

Wuertt, Germany, at which time he jokingly showed a certificate o

"who was.identified by T~1 as an acquaintance of the subject, advised
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identified'by the subject. T-2 advised that subject left the
Displaced Persons Camp before she did and that she had not
seen or heard of him since. C

The subject and his wife were interviewed on
October &, 1947, at Detroit, and the following information was
furnished by the subject:

His father, MARTIN PORMANIS, was described as a
former councilman in Riga but retired since 1940, and his mother
was described as a general practitioner physician. Subject
stated he has 2 sister MELITATPORMANIS, age 24, who at that time
was & resident .of the Latvian Displaced Persons Camp &t
Stuttgart, Germany. Subject stated he was engaged as an Informant
for the Latvian Secret Pclice and in that capacity worked in a
factory in Latvia from October, 1939, to June 17, 19:0. From
May, 19.0, to March, 1941, he was smployed as 2 Heporter on the
Latvian newspaper "Cinaf Frcm March to June, 1941, he secreted
himself on a farm 120 miles from Riga, returning to that city
prior to June 21, 1941, which was the approximate date the
Russians evacuated Latvie and the occupation of that country
by the Germans., Subject stated he was arrested by the Germans
es a suspected Communist and confined for six weeks. He was
released when the Germans were unable to prove his activities
as a Communist. Hez resumed his studies at the University
of Latvia. in 1941, and received his law degree in May, 19L4.

In July, 1944, he was placed in a German labor camyp at Bruck-
on-liur, Austria, and remained there until April, 1945. From
April, 1945, to Februery, 1947, he and his wife were in the
Latvian Displaced Persons Camp at Bsslinger, Germany. Through
his wife's efforts they were able to obtsin visus to the U, S,
with Mr. and Mrs. CHRISTIAN JACOBSON acting as sponsors. Mrs,
JACOBSON is an 2unt of the subject's wife and resided at

19449 Faust, Detroit, Michigan. Subject stated that rumors -
persisted in the Displaced Persons Camp concerning his Communist
connections znd described these rumors as being without basis
in fact.

: Subject stated that his father had been active in
politics from 1928 to 1932 as a councilman in Riga and was a

. member of the Social Democrat Party. Subjeet stated that to
- his knowledge his father had never been associated with the

Communist Party and that his mother had never been active in
politics,

) The subject's wife in the course of the interview
denied any knowlédge of her hushand's activities prior to their

k-
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marriage on July 18, 1944, and ststed that shs was not aware

of his arrest by the Nazis. GAIDA PORMAN stated that she had
been told that her husbtand had previously been a member of &
naticnal student fraternity known as '"Lettonia®” at the University
of ©“lza, and thst he had workad for the Latvian newspaper "Cina."
She aid admit that the newspaper "Cinas" wzs probably Communist
dominated. GAIDA FUTSAN stated thet she end her husband upon
arrival in New York City from Bremerhaven proceaded directly to
the home of her zunt, AN¥ JACOBSON, in Detroit, Michigen.

Confidential Informant T-3, another Government agency
engaged in security investigations, reported in July, 1949, that
the subject had been expelled in July or August, 1940, from the
fraternity "Lettcnia" for collaboration with the Russians and
that he wrote pro-Communist articles for the Communist sponsored
newspeper "Cina.¥

. -hﬂre end.Mrs.\GEORGE PERKONS, Rollins Musical School,
Lenox, Massachusetts, advised in Februsry, 1948, that Shey were
acquainted with %>~ subject -and his wife for about one vear while
all were in the Displaced Persons Camp ia Germany, Mrs. PERKOHS
stated thet she 2lso knew of the subject?s family in Latvia.
znd th.’ there were no Communist Party, Hussian, or German
connections with the PORHANIS fawmily. Fr. FERKOHS stated that
he knew subject worksd for the newspaper "Gine” and that it
was Lhe only paver in 1. uvia, end there was no question but what

- it was controlled by the Communists. My, FPERKONS stated that

he had many times heard ths subject express z dislike for bvoth
the Germans and RusQ;;:s, :

My, JOHN'DZOLINS, brother~in-law of GEORGZ FERKONS,
statad at Fittsficll, Massachusetts, in February, 1948, that
he was sure frem his knowledge of the subject that he had never
werked with either the Germans or Russians and that bie hed a
terrible dislike for the Russians and the Communist Party.

Confidential Informant T-4; of usknown reliability,
who was a displaced Latvian apd acquainted with the subject,
furnished the following information in January, 1950, T-i
stated that in 1940 or 1941 the sulject while in Riga, Latvia,
admitted in her presence at her residence tha&t he was writing
for the newspaper "Cina) which paper was, to her knowledge, the
organ of the Latvian Communist Party. T-4 stated that on
or about June 24 or 25, 1941, which was the first or second
day of the Germén occupation of Riga while snroute to her home
from the central prison of Riga, where she had gone endeavoring
te find the body of her husband, she saw - : subject in front’

e . & o,
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uf the fovier headouarters of the Cheka locaved ot the corner

of Stabur zng 3rivibas Strsets in Riga. T-L stzted that at

this time tha subject was wearing civilien clothes, a8 swastike
arig hand nd carrying a rifle and waeg vetrolling in front of

she former Cheks Stetion. T-4 advised that she spohc with the
subject on this nccasion and that ta the best of ¢ recollecticn
the subject endeevored to belittle-his past Communlsu Daruy
activities -and indicated thet nis father was &t this time in
disfavor with the Russian authorities.

o

Confidential Informant T-5 of unknowm :x eliability,
who 1s & Latvian displaced person, advised in Janudwy, 1650
tiat on or sbout May 2, 1041, Tollowing her son's arrest bv the
Fussian military authorities, she went to see Dr. PORMANIS, the
subject’s mother. T<5 :<ated thet to the best of her vecollection
the subject resided in & section of Riga near the centr&l prison,
T~5 stated thet she infomeed Dr. POWMANIS that her son, an
vaH&;thﬁCc of the subject, had been arrest T-5 stated that
Dr. FORMARIS took her by the hand and led her out into the hellway
cf the PORILLNIS residence and advis ed her that she vwas ungble to
talk to her within the confines of eir living guarters inasmuch
zs there were microphones secreted in the house. T-5 ststed she
edvised Dr., PORMANIS that the purpese of her call was to ascertain
if VITOLDS PORMANIS was in a-position as a Communist to ascertain
the present location of the Informant's son. T-35 stated that Dr.
PORMANIS svated thet her husband and son, VITOLDS, were in no
p051nlon to assist her znd informed the Informant "It is the

edlctlon of wy fanlly that both my husband asnd son are

Jommunlsts

Confidenti:l Informant T~ 11 of known reliability,
who is e latvien displaced person and a2 former government
official in Rige, advised he is nct acqualnted with the subject
but the suanc+'s parents are known to him. T-1l stated subject's

fathsr several years ago wes & member of the Social Democratic
Party. Within vhlS party he was considered to belong to the
¥1ibersl" or "leftist® group, which though not Communisty often
voted with the Communists on political issues.

Confidential Informant T-7, of known reliability,
zdvised that on December 21, 1950, subject received correspondence
from "BAGATAIS, 1861 Lex1ngton _Avenue, New York, New York. The
veco ds of the Cre Bureau of greater New York reflect that
1RNOL d CATHDRIgikQYGATLLU reside in Apartment 1 at 1861
Lexlnﬁjnn Avenue, New York City. Confidential Informant T-8, -
of kno reliability, advised one ARKROLD BAGATAIS whose residence
was ’nilcatcg &as’ 32”” West ralJadelpnla Street, Detroit, Michigen,
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had applied for membership in tie Communist Party, USA, sometime
in April, 1944. He was.issued Communist Party 1944 Membership
Book Number 31594 on April 22, 1944, and vias admitted to the
Water Front Section of the Communist FParty on that date. The
membership book reflects that he is of Latvian-American origin;
that he was 22 years old :% the time of his admission to the
Party and that he was a recruit in the Farty.

) The. Communist Party has been declared by the Attorney
Cenersl to be within the purview of Executive Order 9835.

Confidentigl Informant T-9, of knovm reliability, )
advised that one ARNOLD BAGATAIS, under the name of ARNOLD BAGATAU,
was one of the seamen of the Water Front Section of the Communist
Party, whose name appeared in the 'Daily Worker™ issue of
Jdanuvary 13, 1944, in a list of persons who were extending
congratulations to the "Deily Worker" on the occasion of its
anniversary.

The "Daily Worker" is an Bast Coegst Communist
newspaper. .

On January 15, 1943, one ARNOLD BAGATAIS was interviewed
at New York City on the occesion of his arrival at New York aboard
& British ship as a survivor from the sinking of the United.States
Naval Ahuxiliary Ship S8 Scapa Flow. BAGATAIS stated that he was
born on April 11, 1922, at Riga, Latvia, and was then a Latvian
citizen., He stated that he had previously been in the U, S, on-
several occasions as a seaman and that his sister,(Mrs) ALEXANDRIA
TﬁgRERVO resided at 3225 West Philadelphie Street, Detroit, Michigan.

Selective Service records at MNew York City reflect that
one SRNOLD BAGATAIS had registered on June 30, 1942, at Local
Board 18, giving his address as 70 Seventh Avenue, New York City.
He subsequently changed his address to 309 West lith Street and
his.emplover was indicated as the National Maritime Union, 346
West 17th Street, New York City.

PMPLOYMENT

WILLIAM A.kNORIARITY, Warehouse Manager, Truck and

Coach Division, Parts Dewvartment, General Motors Corporation,
3925 Vermont, Detroit, Michigan, advised that subject was hired-
by that firm on June 3, 1947, as a stock handler and was later’
employed as 2 Salesman in the Parts Department. This employment
at General Motors Corporation was terminated on June 2, 1951,

by resignation, the subject indicating that he was going to :
Washington, D, C., to seek employment with the Department of State, .

-7 -
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e i A check of the pertinent personnel records of the
Department of State fails to discloss any record of an application

.2 for employmont on the part of the subject.

. Confidentizl Informsnt T-6, snother Government agency
which conducts intelligence investig: tions, advised on January 30,
1951, that the subject as VITCLD FCRMANIS snlisted in the Military
Intelligence Reserve Corps of the U, S. Army on December 4, 1950,
for = period of three years, the enlistment taking place at Ft.
N %ayne, Detroit, Michigan. Subject is rated as a recruit and holds
h Army Serizl Number ER 16349502. The subject was assigned to the
‘ Russian Language Team, iilitary Intelligence, U. S. Army Reserve.
o The military forms completed by the subject in connection with

his enlistment reflected his marital status &s single.
on July 31, 1951, that the subject was currently residing st
4,607 Connecticut Avenue, N. ., kpartmsnt 509, ¥Washington, D. C.

for employment with the King Merritt Compinr
the following background information:

-

-
s

T~6 advised

: Confidentizl Intormant T-10, of known reliebility,
advised that subject hags been employed in the

Merritt Compeny, Incorporated, Room 203, Union irust Company
Building, since June 11, 1951, in the capecity of Mutual Fund
Securitiss Salesman. T~10 advised that subject was residing at
1607 Connecticut Avenus, H. W,, Apartment 609%.

¢ofice of King

In his application
subject furnished

Saeisl Security Number: 355%22-0930

Zaploynents: September, 1939, to June, 1544 - General
Motore Corporation, Overseas Division,
Riga, Latviz, and Stockholm, Sweden;

June, 1645, to June, 1951, T3 Truck and
Coach Division, /issistant Parts lManzger,

Detroit, Michigan.

Michigan

Detroit, Michigan;

Michigan;

Michigen;

~ LILLTANYSYRRON, :
Rhymes, Inc,¥, 7201 W. Fort Drive,

Previous residences: 13737 Mark Twain, Detroit 27,

References: \Dri RALFH HMFINO (Eye Specialist), David
_ Whitney Building, Detroit, Michigan;
Uy Associate, "Felix

Mrs, EDWARD; JiCOBSON, 5325 Bewick, Detroit,

tr, ‘I’HEODCRMEGORIA, Chief Engineer, '
Bendix Corporation, 13189 Terry, Detrsit,

Commonwealth Bank, Detroit, Michigan,’

. Pavents: MARTIN PORMAN, Councilman, Rige, Latvie, and

-8 -
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ALMA PORMAN, Physician, Riga, Latvia,

) Subject further indicated in a letter dated April 20,
1950, in connection with his seeking employment in Washington
that he is a naturalized American citizen having been born in .
Denmark, Subject indicated that he spent his boyhood in the U, S.,
returning to Europe where he completed his education, according to
the wishes of his parents, and graduated from the University of
Riga receiving a degree in International Law. Subject further
indicated that he had attended Wayne University in Detroit for

two years, no dates were given. Subject described himself as
single, 32 years of age, and indicated that he came to Washington
for strictly personal reasons, ’

MISCELLANBOUS

T-10 further advised that subject and wife were separated

and subject expected divorce to be obtained about December 1,
1951, at Detroit. Subject went to Detroit about December 1,
1951, and returned about December 8 or 9, 1951, bringing his
fiancee to whom he was supposedly married. T-10 advised subject,
upon his return to Washington, took up residence at 3801
Connecticut Avenue, N, W., Apartment 808, Subject and his
" fiancee were married in Washington, D, C. on February 2, 1952,
and are residing at the above address. According to T-10,
subject is still employed as Securities Salesman with the King
Merritt Company.

DONALD H. MILES, 206 McKerchey Building, Detroit,
Michigan, advised on December 9, 1951, that the subjectis
divorce had become final on that date but that he had no
information regarding intentions on the part of the subject to
remarry.

Confidential Informant T-11l; of known reliability,
advised that subject in August, 1951, received correspondence
from GAIDA PORMAN of 100 West 55th.Street, Apartment 9, New York
City. An inquiry at New York City disclosed GAIDA PORMAN has
been employed since June, 1951, in the Foreign Department of the
Radio City Branch of the Chase National Bank.

The following physical description of the subjéct
was reflected in the records of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service:

HEIGHT: 5 feet 8 inches

WEIGHT: 140 pounds

-9 -
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