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In the course of recent convergations with General
Lev PROHALA, @ Ogechoslovak exile, he was encouraged to
express any ideas he might have as to hovw Volce of America
broadoasts might be made more effeotive, He has reaponded *
with a legtter, a copy of whioh is attached.

Ag the Department is aware, General Prohals has a
long record of opposition to the Benes Government and 4id
not return to Ogechoslovakia in 1946. He remained in
Bngland and within the limitations of his small means has
continued to pro ge againet what he regarded as

collaboration of that Government with Communism, While j J&—ZZ

he has alwaye been w« a9 & dissident by the Osecho-
slovak authorities bomt:o his mea:t&r a m;:h o{ Uentral
Suropoan peoplec may rather imprac nevertheloesgs
1t sust be admitted he s thoroughly anti-Gommunist in his
vievs and that he is also one of the group who acocurately

- foresav the unhappy outoome of the Benes policies. .

The writer gnpnred a oconfidential biogrsphic re
on General in 1944 and later revised 1t from Praha
;  about 1646, PFurther data on General thnu'gpoua in
London Degpateh 1181 of Harch 10, 1060, eubject "Slovak
National Council®, although he ig mot o member of that

organisation.

His tdeas as %o the Volce of America are self-oxplanatory.
His comment toward the end that, according to one of theee
Ysutetanding 6xiles, politics is 90 per cent taotics and 10
per cent prinoiple® is probably attribdutable to Dr. Hubert
RIPKA, who one time mnde such a statement privately. It may .
be mentioned that Goneral Prchala i1s at present scuing Dr, .-
Ripka'e publishers in lLondon for making a statement inm his ' -
book "Osechoalovekia Enslaved' that General Prohala had besn
degraded from hiec rank during the war.
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* RRSTRICTED -1« ' Enci.aure to London 1720

30th March, 1960.

" Dear Mr. Brulns,

In the course of our conversation a few weeks ago, I
touched, among other thinge, upon the probleum of American broade
caating to my country. Since then, several articleg have
appeared in the American and British Press, stating that, by
April, the National Committee for Pree Europs expeste to open
& nev broadcasting statlion under the name "Radio Free Europe®,
in addition to the U.8, State Department's "Voice of America’.

I am afrald that the new gtation will not dirfer very much
grom the *Voioce of America‘, which, in my opinion, is not the
best sort of propaganda for the Czech people. According to the
above mentioned Prese reports, ‘outstanding exiles from Poland,
Bulgaria, Orzechoslovakia, Hungary and Romania, many of them
former Cabinet members, are being lined up to speak to citizens
in their homelande®. ese same people have been bdbroadoasting
alao on the *Voice of America’.

Yiu know the conditions in post-war Csechoslovakia very well
from your own experience, and are therefore amost oo avare
of the fact that most of those outstanding exileg® from Ceqeho-
slovakia, including the former Uabinet members, are regarded by !
the oajority of the Ogzech people as direotly or indireotly
‘reagponsible for the establishment of the Gottwald re . Very
few Ugechs have oconfidence in the former Ministers not only
collaborated with the Communists, but in their speeches and
writings constantly deceiyed their people and the oytside world
about the true state of thinges in Czechoslovakia prior teo .
Fobruary, 1048. It was mainly to the dighonesty and cowardioe
of these people that the demooratic world was taken by surprise
when the 8:1“
obgerver it must have been olear that the February events vere
Just a logical sequel to the betrayal of democracy by the non- .
ocommunist politicians. Therefore, it is my consideraie opinion,
that it would be a grave mistake to allow now these men to pose
over the radio as “champions of freedom and democracy’. In
8lovakia thers 18 more than lack of oonfidence towards these
men: a deep detegtation and hatred. It 11l becomes to po:glo
who destroyed in Slovakia every vestige of freedom of spéech,
to propagate now the American tradition of free gpeech and
communication. With thege disoredited ex-collaborators with
Communism preaching the way of vestern democrncy ”there is little
hope that western oracy will very much appeal %o the hearts
of the oppreaged Osechs and Blovaks,

Thers 1o aleo another thing whioh caus~s me anxiety. The
present cold war between Communiem and Democracy ie a oonflict
of ideologies. On the side of the Uommunists we ocan obgerve
an ldeologlcal preparedness and a perverted and prostituted
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religlous fervour - for thoy rightly regard their creed as
the religion of materialism. On the side of the Democracies
there is, alas, a lamentable lack of eimilar ideological
weapons. A book can only be refuted by another book, a
dootrine by a detter dootrine, an anti-God religion b
ggaiuvo theistio religion. ir the "Voice of America and
e ne¥ *Free Europe® radioes are not going % take into
aoccount thege facts then, I am afraid, they will be wasting
their time and the good Anerican oitizenu' woney. Ise it not
a oommon knowledge ﬂmt the Churchee are the only re
i1ds0logical strongholds to Communism? And does it not £
from this faot that to sustain the Chrigtian faithaf the
eubjugated peoplea of Uentral and Eastern Eurepe would be

~ the most effeotive antidote to the communist polson?

But such & prap:ﬁ:.naa can be effective Lif 1t ia
done by paoplo who mgelves bol eve in vhat thoy pruah
Bere ngea.n darecay that the “outs exiles" chosen
by the Free Burope” Committes, are emin unsuitable for
the role. The ooumuoto havo their 68. Aocording
%o one of the deot known of thege “outs oxilea®,

fpolitios 13 90F taotics and or unoglo You
cannot beat a 100F communist 50§ d1soredl 3
end bankrupt tactios and 10% or terated go-called
Sprinoiplec®.

At the end I would 1ike to stress the absolute necessity
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of a colemn pledge conoerning a cound reconstrustion of Europe
in the e:::o.l.o, social and politiocal field, based on Justiose,

froedon raoy, given to the enslaved nations bshind
:hohllvou Curtain by the highest authorities of the Vepgtemn
orla,

i, should be grateful i? you would kindly transmit these
hulhla suggestions of mine %o the appropriate authorities.

Believe me, deoar Mr. Bruins,
Yours sincerely,
8/8 DProhala

(Gouoral Lev Prohala)

mmvue Gardens
bondou, . 8. !

REBTRICIED

L

-




