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- Adivess by Oemeral FRCHALA at the Press Conferense on the cscasion of the. /
. conatituting of the Sudeten-German-Czeck Pederative Committee ox 20 Desem~ -
‘ber 1950 in Boaa. PR oot B
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. Ladies and Gentlenen, E—

. It veuld bs vrong to make the attempt to recrganice Purepe and im- -
- preve the mutusl relations between the matioms of Burope witheut e thorough
-ravision of the old mationalisms.

T We Creshs, like citigens of 21l other nations, wers taught that SRR

- . our pegple are the bast in the verld, thot they nsver did vrong, and that o

" . oRly ear msighbore were ever at fmlt, Sueh o natiomalism is best choractere - | 1
ized by the British sdying: Right or wrong, my eountry. This mationralism, -

:  hevevey, is a misinterpratotion of ens's love for one's fatherland; for

- injustice remzins injustise and eannot be justified by the fast th. . it

;- was wy pecple that did the vremg, If ve vish for & round matiemalism ond ,

.- batter relations betveen the Purepsan peoples, wa have at first te be

“0 7 eritisal teuard our ows pecple, Thig is the only way leoding to an undere e

V' . standing with other peoples.

e Creshoslovakia vas established after the late Dr. BENES, en the
ossasion of the peace conferencs in 1919, solemnly pledged thot Czeshe~
- slovakia vould bs organized on the pattern of Suitsarland, Bewever, this
o promise vas mever made goocls The Sudstsn Germans wers imsorperatsd as a
© " mimarity is the Czashoslovakian Republie against thelr willy the Slevaks
uko, on the basis of the Pittsburg Agreemsnt which premised them camplete
aytonemy, agreed to live jolatly with the Czechs in ons state, mever vere
giver their sutonamy and failed to receive Carpathoruthenis, uhish, asoord-
ing to the Peace Treaty, was to be an autonomous part of the Republis of
Csechoslovalkis, All solemn promiges and obligations toward the non-Czesh
peoples of Ozechoalovalia were jottisonsd by the unelected Czesh Nationmal
Ansembly uhan, in 1920, a oonotitution vas adopted uhich guarantead the
* Czesh people preponderanse in a Czeehoslovakian centralized state.

We, the mambers of the Czesh Notional Committes in Lomden, cre felly o
svare that our people committed sericus abuses te guarontes to itself C e
" superiority in Czechoslevakite. This Czech Liperialiom foumd an inglorieus :
end, however, when, in 1938 Czechoslovakia surrendered witheut firing a
shot ond the Czecas vere forced to live for six years ir a Nozi protector-
‘ . ats, The attempt to restore Czechoslovakia in 1945 is a black spot in
| : the histery of our country. During these therny days, fanatical young
‘ . people, urged on by blocdthirsty cmigres and Scvist Bolshevists, took re- -
\ : venge on the Sudsten-Germans for all the abuses whieh the Nazis comitted
\ L . toward the Czsoh psople, As a Czech who fought for the independence of
. his people during the years of 1927 to 1920 and as a Czeeh patriot, I am
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. I ashamed of all thot wromg whish vas inflisted wpon sy fellemen inmy
: 1 . fathorlamd 4nm 19LY ead, partieularly, fer the imhwsan evistiom of the
1 Sudeten Germaws, during vhiok humirads ef theusands vere deprived of thelr
| lves. Binao ve kove met im Paris im 1910, e the wembars ef the Csedh
~ Uatiens} Cemmitise in London are adversaries of the Gsseh natdenalism in
vhatove? ferm and dsmooratis disguise it may appesr., We are fully sware '
-that 0 echenlovakia meant o batraysl of all these deas « e.f., the right
of self-goversmant - s the wams of vhieh it vas founded. Vo also kmew. -
that the Oyeshoslovakis of that tims was s betrayal of the ideas anid dos
triues of cur grest pelitielans, swsh es HAVLICEX and PALACKY, who mere
tham 100 years age fought for a fedsraYigstion «f the Austrian-Hungarias
wouarely, Ws are sonseious ef tus bluwders semmitted sad espseinlly ef'
the satagtrophisal eonsequonses thay hed far the Ogesh uwation.
rotanding wiil the Sudsten Germans amd are hapyy .
nsidey the estoblishmant ef tis Cgssh-Suletsnsloritan
Vedsrative Conmittos as & first samtribation tireagh whieh te make peswibly’
the 1u togetiier of our two pasples im eur commsn hemaland, Weo alse
sonsiday 1t & eantribution fer the establishmsat of & 3w mmd better
Lurspe and s firet step on the vay to s nsv demseratie verld.

o - -Nob hatyed but mtual respast, not egetism but Peienlly eespara~
:tlen, not' falsehood and deselt tut hensst voti@m, shall guide W i owr-




