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PROBST, Otto . AUSTRIA
. Cemtral Secretary, Sscialist Party .

Otto Probst, a powerful figure in Austrian politics, is s central
secretary of the Soclalist Party, and a Soolalist deputy in the Nationalrat
{lover Youse of Parlisment); he has oocupled both positions since the mid-
1940's, While Probst does mot convey the impression of being an original
ard independent thinker, his views often refleot opinions in the top
echelons of hia party, Probst is well known in Sooialist eircles cutside
Austria, having represented the Austrian Soolalist Party on the Buresu of
the Socialist International, and having attended numerous meetings of this
body. When the present Coalition Government was formad in July 1959, Probet
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Otto Probst was born into a working class family on December 29, 1911,
in Viemna. ifter attemding elenontary and trade schools, he became an
apprentice lithogrepher, As early as 1925, vhen Probst was 1, years ald,
be became identified with the Associstion of Soclaliet Workers' Youth.
From 1931 to 1934 he worked for youth welfare organisations, In Pebruary
1934 he was forced by the Dollfuss regine to give up a position in the
Chamber of Labor, and in 1935 he was arrvested for 4llegal political
activity, fe was released in 1936 but rearrested in 1937. The Nesig sent
bim to Buchenwald in 1939 where he remained until 1943, when he wvas: sent
to the Russian front. Wounded in battle, he spent the remaining war years
in a military hoapital, )
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On his return to Austria in 1945, Probst immediately resumed political
activity and was soon alected to Perlisment. He has served on severasl
Parlisnentary comzittess, including the agenda and immunity cozmittees,
end the committee for Bonstitutionsl and adninietrative reform of which
he is chairman. Since 1956 he has been Sooialist representative on the
Hational Defense Council, an advisory body on high lewel defense policy.
He 1s actively interested in problens concerning workers! housing.

Probst visited the United mw.&.m- in 1952 as a leader-specialist in
political affairs. In the cotiree off the visit he took @ partioular
interest in the living standards of-phdrican workers, is a member of an
Austrian parliamentery delegation, Probst visited the Soviet Union in
1935, In his dealings with the Soviets, both dt the oocupation
period ard in international organigations, Probst shown firmness,
excellent judgment and tastical finesse, PR
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Probst is married and is the father of a daughte) Edith, born in
HO\QOa ..v .
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