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0 Soviet Contact With Radio Liberty Employees

ACTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES

1. A copy of the attached self explanatory letter was received from the
Madrid representative of Radio Liberty on 9 April 1970. The Madrid representative
confessed to a certain uneasiness regarding the developments cited in the letter
but stated that he did not believe RL's employees could be restricted in their
personal off~duty contacts.

2°L_¢ ::gzpressed its concern over these developments and pointed
out to the Madrid representative that Radio Liberty and its personnel were
certainly a prime target of the Soviet services. It accordingly should be
assumed that the Soviets would seek to exploit these contacts with RL
personnel to their advantage. Such exploitation could run from simple elicitation
of information regarding RL and its personnel to subversion or recruitment of RL
personnel -~ and conceivably even sabotage.

3. Noting that the Gerona police had not received the requested guidance
from the Madrid police and noting that RL in Spain depends upon the Ministry of
Information and Tourism,[j¢ “"\n recowmended to the Madrid representative |
that he bring this problem to the attention of the Ministry, suggesting that the
Ministry would wish to consult the police regarding these developments.
Anticipating that some of the RL employees might invite Soviets to the site or
that the Soviets might seek to visit the site on their own initiative,
Lf :;further recommended that the manager of the station immediately info¥m

he employees that Soviets would not be admitted to the station. The Madrid
— representative accepted both recommendations and said he would act on them
promptly.

4, It is presumed that RL Headquarters or RL Munich will, if they have not
done so already, provide further guidance to the local RL on this matter. _Any
—guidance which Headquarters may wish to pass to the Madrid representative( ;]
~\_ ’lwill be welcome.

5. If you are not already in touch with %;on this matter,
it is recommended you contact hom to keep an eye on develOpments afid to offer
guidance.
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RLOONFIDENTIAY.
l S .. ,;‘
| “ . Plays de Pals .
| n 7 April 1970
Hxre Andre Yudisamff .
Aszistant o the Pm t
Radio Liberty ma, , | L
30 East 42n Stroet : L o o o o
Rew Yori, Jw York : : :

On 15 Herch a Boviet carpo ship carrying o 1cad of wood for a
Corona paper footory arrivod in Palamos ‘and remained until tho
19th, During the course of ita ctay tho orow onjoyoed the rolaxed
and hospltablo policy adoptod Uy ths Spenish officials mnd bad
very considorable ocontaot ashoro and %o & leanor oxtamt aboard.
the ship with tis Russisn~spoaking omplmea of our Progran Coome .
dination Dopartoont,

Ono individual in partianlar, Vistor Siorﬂ::lev:lch, wam$ on a k.'md

of emotional bingo, invliing the orcw anomboere to his hone

ing excoanivoly with thom in loosl bara and, finnlly, aeoim ths
boat off with a omll gift for each of the 25 mambcm of »l;he orows -
- AmoTico Mermondos aloo had thom to his homo in Palamos and Consuwole: ,
Arpiiallos brought @ smell group of them as far as Liafranoch in hop —
oar, driven by bher husband, Arturo Diaz dol Raal. & mombor of our - _—
tocmioal ataff, ,

Although &n cm intorview with mo aftor tho ship milod Sionkiovich
at first admitted that the orow leamod his full name and whore he
vorks and thon $yied to convinoco m¢ that that was not tho casg, ane
of tho olhor caploycos, the ropairials Jues Jolumzt, stated that

_queries put to by the orow wlkon be app.,mhea +tho ship rovealed
that they had obtainod ua.m Ga»ws ¥ ,

&

fte.

Sienkiovich adviae& 1o tmtz ki ghdp was an its wey and thio wans
confirmed with the arrival yeoterday, 6 Apx4l, of tho samo, The pm-
vious ovening I had brlofed Nax Rolis, who had axrived from Paris, on

tho situntion. My srocific concomn. in 5o far as Max wos invelved wono
that nothing bo done which mipht couse cxbarrtsouent to our host gove
ormucnda 'rhrough Fornondo Friol I had in tho mcantiso attomplod Yo
dotoruine what the Spanivh official position 19 ¢o bo in those maitors,
The CGorona polics ohiof was advised of the condacts that our people

had bhad, the oomm.ote 1ivorty of novoment tLat tho Sovieto hud onjoyed,
eto, Friol, in his oapaoiiy as & nenbor of tho Spanish police, suggestod
that groster vigllance bo alfoidadito the movements of those poople but
not in thoe foru of a roquost from AL booause I aid not want we to have -
mode & rocommeondation counter to-what might tum oub t0 bo tho offioial,
considered policy of tho pcovernment. The Goroma police roquosted lModrid
for puidance but have beon grootod with total eilence, ovon eg late oo
today following their report o Hadrid that the mocond ship has arrived,.

" Tho aooand part of my briofing of laox oonaimtod of ﬁlline hia in on tha '
varioun shados of political 4ifforonoo anong our Russinn-speaking porw )
sonnel, I waa aooistod in this by Paul North, who acconmpaniod #e to the

- mootdng with Loz on Bundaye Max oamo out to tho otation yostordny and
dobriaﬂad Argiollos rnd Formmndes. Whon ho met with Bienkioveich inter
in tho 4ay, for the lattor was off and had to bo advised by special mOULe
onpor t0 moot Rolis in Palanos, Sienidevich had already mwade acontaod with
tho now ship and wuo in & bit of a huxry bocauss ho and the owta.tnaad
m.-at mhm tﬂmﬂ foranm amﬁmtmmm. |
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Sioni:dovioh advised lax that thp two ships bad not m Cibraltar . b
aftor tho firot ono oailod and that thd -tocond ohiyp was, ooneeqwsnt)y,
‘dricfod on the rather intorosiing oxporitmos of the firot., Max is
quite anzious to oxylolt theoo contacts and hag, apparontly, ooms to
the conolusinan thet Sienkisvioh is his bost bet for tho purpoaao.

: b!ax osll0d Paud North this norning bofore .'Loaving for Barcolons ead 5 ;
- Paris to poy that ha mot with Sienklovich this moming end, tosothor, i

not tho captain snd iyt officor. Max hnd spooifically 4old mo that o
ho would not mal:e any such comtact, Bo stated thot ho thought 4t would
"bo a8 good idoa if Sionkiovich could got aboard to attond & dimmer party '
‘and reccunonded that wo intorvone to got tho Harine Commandant to change A
- hip orders in this respeust, I have docided not to do so since I do not o
*/ fool that Kb ahould at tlds time talo cuch a positive officiel step wn= - 5 |-
- t1l both wo and the Spanish have had & chonoo to digost this matter more R T

thoroustily. Friol edvicos mo that bis police sources heve ssked him to R
be thoir oyovs and éars and that they are. particularly dogiyrous of gotting =
/Poadback on 1ife in the USSR, | T
I8 i3 our wnderptending that 4he wood is of .:md.imh cﬂg.ln, bought from B
& Finniosh compenry whioh, lh turn, contractod the trancportation out to SRR
the Soviotas, The flrct ahip ia f;'mm Tallinn ond I Liwe a copy of the
nanifoetd, I don't yot hove dotails en 4bs secomd bub I bollove I will
bo ahle to koep mtting osoplor of the orow nenifont, The first chip
brought 1500 tons of wood as hag the socond. Y wnderatond that the total
‘erder consisty of 15,000 tons so st the prezend xnte there oould be &
datal of ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ shizs Lnvolved, I4 is ropoxted that tho Japemese aro
2lzo &n tho bidding mo 4t remainn to Yo goom how many nore Soviet ohips
will come, Thao proupeot of woro chips is the recsocn vwhy I hove at this

int vetoed the idea of Sienkievich gatting on beard tho precont ship, .
?&hﬁle I von wxdting thin ho salled Sriol here 43 ry of{icn, The latter ' a
hes agreed wlth ure had to intorveno 4o uot Slenkilovich on boexd, Accor/¥Ge -
to Sienlddevich, whn is pross uring in thiz reopect beozure ho fools that
he bas p mendate oo Delis (W save Mr some miondy for his orow—ontor—
toinmont eotivitiec), tho crow staios that thoy hove a radio on hoard with
whioch they aro in oonstant oomtaot or direot ommtaot, rather, with Lenins
grod. Sienkiovich s tyying to comvice us that his *ctting o board will
rosult 4n pomd kind of informution-gathoring inspeotion of such radio
equipment, to Hi's bemofit, but he ia no% a teochnioian,)

I an trying to balanoe seoctwity comnon senne and the very orpliocit mane
date I recoivod frow Mr, Sargommt when I came on board (RL, nobd thoe ship)
to not do anything to AUsturh our rolations with tho 3‘79:(11521 ornmont}
on tho ome hand, with tihe needs and mission of {the Cmanut‘ma.m the other,
I heve littlo cmm:l gvor the priveie ectivliios of owr smployeos end
hive not isguod eny cleay orders in that reopoot, oven os a bluff, bocauss.
of the ambivalonco of the local official poaiticu so I would vory muoh.
approaiate your guldance and instruotions, Eany poupihilitios procemd
thenoolven in th:m, for ug, mider wmusual ohain of avonto, Who lnows but
that wo muy wind up with a dofvctor ¢on owr handa? I prosuid that wo would
wvant {0 romain in {the baokground of eny wmts that might roach the mu-
papers, is that not corrvot?
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