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Notes on the Spanish National Radio (Radio National Espana ~ RNE)

1. Spanish Govermment policy on broadcasting to the Soviet Bloc.

Essentially no policy exists, This is ion accordance with the basic attitude
of the govermment which, so far as I can see, 18 one that attempis to deny that the
Soviet Bloc exists. The Spanish Covermment wants no contact with the Soviet Bloc and
has no serious interest in developments within it., This atiitude ia significantly
modified dne to the increasing importance for Spain of Sovist Bloc trade. That trade
is, however, conducted in the most discreet and obscure manner possible vith the aim
of keeping up the pretemse that not even commerclal relations exist. As cousequence
of this abseuce of policy, the Spanish Covermment has no interest in furthering any
particular attitude in the population of the Soviat Bloc other than ome of total re-
Jection of the Communist system, There is no policy guidance conceruing the types
of broadecasts that RNE should preduce nor is there, so far as I know, a sericus interest
in what it says beyond that it be anti-Communist. The goverument supports the eastern
broadcasta, so far as I know, only bacause it fesels its prestige is enhanced by doing
g0 and becanse it is attacked heavily by Communist Bloc radios and therefore feels a
natural urge to respond. Because of this attitude, one cannot predict what propaganda
line the radio may take at any particular time, Governmeut policy is not involved in
the selectidén of ome line or another, so long as the contemt is not overtly pro-Commnist
and high officlals appear to be indifferent to what it says.

2. Current situmtion in ths Eastern-Furopean section of RNE,
a. The Russian Desk -

At present the Russian Desk is functioning better than it has since the
departure of 3r. CASTRO Farinas in 1958. This developmeut is due
axclusively to fortuitous circumstance. Until last December the Russian
Desk had been headed by a semi-literate and semi-genile GQeorglan, who

was responsible for such broadcasts as the eulogy of Adolph Hitler shortly
after the visit of President Eiseshower to Madrid and a vitriolie attack

on the February Revolution as nothing more thau the first step in the
Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia. (Once he was stopped in the nick

of %ime from putting out over the alr an announcement that the Polish

and Yugoslav Communist Parties had formed an alliance. The grounds for

this agssumptién was the C an's belief that Lublin, the city where the
Poles ware going to have Party Congress, was identical with

Ljubl jana in Yugoslavia,) Fortunately this man died last December and

has boen replaced by an inoffensive old emigre who is « Lietenant (in spites
of his years) in the Spanish Army and whose only concern is doing as little
as possible, . He happens to be a good friend of AEVIROIL/106 and wolcomes
ARVIRCTL material bscause having it avoids his having to write himself,

Tor one reason or ancther the rost of the regular members of the staff are,
by and large, alsc either too lazy to do their own work or immoccuous. One
important recent change, zlsc dating from last Pall, is the different atti-
tude now atisplayed by the chief of the Eastern-Buropean sectiorn toward
ARVIRGIL/106. Tuis is the result of 106's inviting the chief to an ARVIRGIL
conference in Momich, This again reflects no particular change in policy
or. attituds, but simply the chief's current feeling of obligation toward
AEVIRGIL becsuse they invited him on the trip. One of the complications
which stil]l persists on the Rusglan program is that it is the ounly program
under *the control of the Zast-Buropean section for which a specific amount
of money (200 pesetas) is pald for each five-minute script used. The other
East-Buropean programs are produced by people who receive, if anything, a
small monthly salary and no extra money is paid for seripts. The Ru
progras, unfortunately, is locked upon as an important source of income by

& large nmmmber of people who know nothing about the Soviet Unlon, are
completely ignorant of Communism, and have ouly one ebject in mind in
writing for the program, the acquisition of 200 peaetas a script. At
pressnt, there are several emigre Rumanians, friends of the director of '
the Rast-RBuropean section, who write articles in French which are translated
into Spanish and then later into Russian for the Russian program and are
usnally of a violently anti-Russian rather than anti-Communist nature.
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There are many other *hangaers-on® who alsc make money this wgy. Thia is
an indemic problem in the Russiarn section apd will never be solved untdl

.payments for scripts are wo longer made. The other desks of the Bast~
Burcpean section of the radioc include a Belorussian Nationalist progran,
sponsored by tle 3elorussian National Ceuncil, and a Ukranian program
run br two Ukraniang from the Stetsko Ukrsnian Nationalist Organization.

_ Broadcasts to the Soviet Union are also made in the languages in the
 three Bzltic countries. All the minoriiy nationality broadcasts are
violently anti~Russian in character, particular Belerussisn and Ukranian
programs., The conmtent of these programs is berond cur control and probably
have a more wegative than positive value, particularly 3elcorussian, in view
of the weakness of Belorussian nationallst sertiment in Belorunssia, Baltic
prograns ars better in content and are becoming less viclently anti-Nussian
and more amti-Coamwmndst, due to KUBARY influence., Zach of the 3Baltic pro-
grang has a KUBARK ageni wrking wdth others to prepare the preogram. In
addition to programs in the langmagss of the Sovlet Union, there zre also
programs in Polish, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, Rumenian, Pulgsrian, Croat
and probably Serbian., The contritutors to these programns represent a wide
spectrm of political ideologies and attitudes toward RPussians. The Poles
are apparently an 2ble and emlightened group who produce gemerally geod
pzrogrnms and te have managed 10 keap more or less abreat of uodern history.
Mogt of the rest of the groups are campesed of former officials of puppet
gevmmenta eat up by the Cermans during Wi II, althouzk there are scme
exceptions such as the Bulgarians. I imow Utile about the content of
their program, but suspact that it is not remarkably appealing to their
prospective andlences. There is no genaral lins, mo coordination ameng
the pregrans of the groups and » grest deal of remarkably contradictory
Information and orinlons produced. I doubt thatl any Spanish official
vould even attempt o try to produce same order in this chaos and that
were programs prodiuced by thes FDastsmm-Turcepsan section to be broadeast
over the AMCOMLIB station, it would be up to AMCOMLIB %o imsist on improved
contant,

3. Observations concerning negotiations in the future.

The main interest of the Spanlards directly concernsd with the programs of
Radio National and probably with any future program broadcast over AMCMLIB would™be -
monay. They would certainly view any pewposal Lo axpand programing to the point of
vier of how many friends could be provided with Jobs through it., Therefore, I suggest
that negotiations begin at a level too high to be involved in hiring and firing, with
the Minister of Infarmstion and Tourdsm, perhaps. To avald tampering with the proposal
by those interest in jJohs for brothers-in-laws, the proposal sho:ld be cencrete and
debailed, I believe, and az mach as possible on a take-it or leave-it bhasise Thers are-
able men in Spain, the fomer heud of ths Tastern-Burcpean seetion, CASTRO Parines, for i
one, who might serve effactively as the Spanish chief for a new group ho produce programs -
. 40 he broadcast by AMCOMLIB, At any rate, I feel that: .the >parﬁ.ah chief %6 head thds
affort should be nominated ahead of timo by AMCOMLIB before the proposal is made. A
counter-propos2l, with the excoption of certain recuests for featherbedding, is not
likely, im my opinion, and 1€ one wers made it would probably turn on questions of
personalitiss involved rather than on policy. ( Although I mentioned i CASTRO Farinas
above; he might well not be poliifcally accepta ote., He apparently was relieved of his
job in the Rast-Ruropasn section due 1o suspiciohs of his heing overly pro-q[merican.,

k. Suggestad movas nrior to begiminz negotiations.

' a. Prior to begimming negotdatlons, I would recomend that the FBIS monitor

RNE Eagstern~-European broadcastz to provide smmples of the naterial used in all of the
lanmuages that might be involved in broadcasts over the AMCRHLIR station. This would

~ be necessary because the content of many of $ha programs is almost unkmouwn to us at
present. We bavs extansive infomation only on the Russian progras amd on the programs
from the Baltic countries. Probably nobody iu the 3Spanish Covermment knows aoything
about what gosa ocut owver the air in any langmage other than Russian and very littls
about it. The monitoring report might bs rather surprising to send to top-level vecaple,
might provide a gonod argning point in insisting on only a properly organized program
being put out over AMCMLIB station,
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be As to a spacific proposal to make to the Spanish to head off a request
from them for time on the AMCOMLIB station, one that might be very welcome
would be a broadeast series aimed specifically at answering Radio Espana
Indepsndente (REI). The Candillo is personally interested in combating
REI, though thas method he has chosen to date, pregram B of the Rusaian
section, is a farce. It is supposed to originade in some seeret redout
of the Czarists underground. Each pregram begins with the phrase, "Atten-
tion GCentlemeni®, Due %o the lack of material it often snccuntars, fre-
quent resort is mads to playing records, sometimes for as much as half of
the program. A proposal to monitor and exposs RRI, deriding its falsifi-
cations and atbacking the USSR for the same famlts REI fimdis in Spain,
might find a responss from the Spanish Govermment and be of geruing pro-
paganda valus, For such a projesct, almost none of the current staff of
the Russian Desk of the radlo would serve, AEVIRGIL/106 could work in
such a project with effect, but none of the others could. In addition
to other advantages, a proposal to have a "apecial®™ program with a definite
goalwagiving the lie to REIle~would havse the advantage of separating that
program from the Eastern-Buropesan section of FHE. Although I don't know
how the Ministry of Information works nor the persomalities iuvolved in
its upper lewvel, I suspect it wounld be feasible to present this as a
special project that should depend directly fYom the chief of the General
Directorate of Information and have no further contact with the lower
schelons of the Miniatry,.

5« Miseellaneous Notes

a, Degree to which the Spavish would be interested in AMCOMLIB radio time.

I have forgotien if Howland Sergeant told me vhether the Spanish Covermument
had already asked specifleslly about radié time for their programs., If

to date the subject has not yet best brfought up in any form other than

vague references to same future development of this sort, I would suggest
going slow im bringing it up. If possible, efforts should bs made to find
out in friendly conversation and elicitation vhether there is any real
interest in requesting time on the part of top-level officials in the
government, Although I believe it.is very wise to plan for this eventuality
and ultimately to mals a proposal to the Spaunish bafore they make omto
AMCOMLIB, having given scme thought to the matter since talking to Sergeant
and Meyer, I have come t{o wonder whether the Spamish are seriocusly interewted
in recuesting time, As wentioned above, the only reasons I can ses for their
wanting it would be national prestige, which is a considerable reason I grent,
and employmsnt for frisnds and relatives, For that reasom I would be caraful
that the advance plamming of a proposal t¢c be made by AMCOMLIB to the Spanish
be done in such a way as not to raise their attention, Ounce the idea is
saggested, they are certain to grab hold of it and demand that it be implemente
If, of course, they have made a fairly firm statement to the effect that they
would desire time on the radio, then these considerations do not apply.

be Programs in langunges othsr than those cdirected to the Soviet Union,

Producing programs in Russian would be difficult encugh in view of the
limited man power resourcss avallabls to the Spanish, Produeing programs
in other lamguaces would necessitate their relyine ou tha current contri-
utors to the East-Buropean section of RN® for material and announcers.

I believe it would be extremely 4diffieult then to assert auy careful con-
trol or guldance over program content, It may be, when the results of a
monitoring sample are avallable, that certain of the minority nationality
or Fastern-furopean satellite programs ars of such excellent quality (the
Poliash program may be) that they can bs transmitted over AMCOMLIB station
without difficulties. However, pending evidence to the contrary, I believe
that Spanish programs in the languages of the Kastern-Furepesn satellites
are likely to prove to be distinctly embarrasing to the United States and
to the American Cenmittee. So far as I know, the political idsology of
most of the contributors holds Radio Free Europe in as great contempt as
it does the Cormunists.




Ce Cost Congidesrations

One factor in making the proposal that must be borne in mind is that it
will cost money. If the proposal that I have suprested, a program in
Russian to anawer REI, were made AMCOMLIB should he preparsd to foot

most of the bill for its preperafion. This would probably include the
services of two or three monitors, a coiple of editors and 2 coupls of
announcers at the very least, And that in addition to the cost of the
necessary technicel eguipment. Tn my experience, any proposal mede to

the Spanish Covermment that it act in a certain matter implicitly
includes the assumntlicn that we will pav for 1t. Prom a purely sconomic
point of visw, therafore, it would be much cheaper to accept tapes pre-
pared by RME and play them over the AMCOMLIB station, TIf this were done,
however, they would almost certainly Le the same tapes that wers put out
ovar RYE, with nerhaps certain additions, hut probably not significant ones
and certainly not necesssarily improving omnes, In sddition te the other
factors that T have mentioned above, T bslieve this would be the case
because the resocurces of the Spanish Covernment to nroduce propaganda
material in the Wastern-Purcnean languages & not adequately cover their
current endeavors and I cannot inarine that they will o able 4c make more
money avallable,
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