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On Wednesday - July ,13,..1; 1 63 6: I was visited bys
. •	 '

Dr. C. D. Kernig	 •

Encyclopedic Dictionary
.rierder Voris&
F.ormar.n-Earcier .Strasse 4

' Freiburg in Breisgau

Dr. F.ernig iS in charge of comyiline the :gerder.
VE:iltIC:: 1 a encyclopedia o:r world 	 a .work..*hich is'.
• ctcd. to tcdce iv	 hich	 iszy.ed
sltr3.nou31y in GC3rillar. EnL:31:,
o a "Documentation Conter !)- ic very clearly o'xplainEld in
11 Baiter's letter of.Maroh 23iL93t a Mr. arge.ant.

Dr. Z2rnig ça 	 to r2C; ' t t c 	 y. help..1nooir2g.
• to .,:s.-.ericancf, who miPtt v1: to i)ced ,info=ation ihto.hic
"ccuzontfit;icr. CercLor."	 ho	 with'his

de:-.1onotrated that ho i 	 n who no1.7. only .concicaives
r,::ojecto but p. iO role u hislea ,vos and. makes lc:lie 4;rojects
work., I paid I would try .t hr•;:tp- hi 73.

4	 •

Dr. Xernis- bcialeves that oc.ly information:a. coopuration
c.nd. only na6hine data pro	 ii 	 aro logical in 4c,i.:e Year
of Our Lord 1963 in the field of.,Cozglunist Bloc iormation.
1:0 bc lieveo • Le can ocr...ir.t on Dutch, , German, andS,ilczdish
cooperation; he would like tor..,:eet Americana who iiight b
interested in his idea.

• ., .
—v., ......— " ..,.,.	 .

•Other	 T hav,N	Ir.,ho. arc w,orhing
t'! Lic encyolcpcdia t.	 t 111.1c1	 Yather....Tchn

von•P..-f.s.int ,•

;

•

ituaZ .	 •	 0_ i
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MINUM111111Ak
Mr. Mewlemd E. Sergeant
American Committee for Liberation
)0 Bast dand Street
New York 17, N.Y.

Dear lowlaado

In keeping with your reeuest to me last year te *all your
attention to id•es which appear worthwhile but whieh fall
outside our normal soope of operation, I wish to pass along
the following infornation with the hope you will know who
is in the test position in the W.I. to profit by it.

During a visit last week to Freiburg, Germany, I ran
assess for the first time what etruek ne as a probably
workable system for programming a datafflipreeessing set.up
about the Soviet Vnien which could engage am ID1 ele•tronis
brain of fairly large else. The programming scheme was
sketohed fir me roughly, but I also saw some detailed
*harts and dtagrame whioh indieate that its anther has
put in a lot of work on the relevant problems and tried
to cover all types of infermati•n necessary. The author
is tELJElaus Isrnig, director of the Sovietologie
Abtoilung of the !Girder Verlag in Freiburg. This depart-
ment has been oreated by the largest oatholio publishing
houses in Oermany during the last two yoars for the
express purpose of oempiling an enoyolopedia on world
eemmualsm. The work is expected to take at least five
years and the encyclopedia will be issued simultaneously
in three languages -- German, inglish and Russian. This
is by way of explaining Dr. Dernies beckground. I. is
not himself a Soviet speoialist, nor dies he speak
Russian er English Tory well, but he is a competent
generalist in the area of Soviet affairs and apparently
a capable administrator.

That Dr. Kernig ham in mind is 4 °Documentation Center
about the U.S.1.1." which would in *fillet be a pooling
of all the open informational resources and work of
experts in research institutes ant universities in Burepe.



I. has worked out a "Itcy-werd" spite= for subject-matter
storage, whioh	 mil of oe-ordinat•s and slAinF aeroons
for tin* and goocrapky cam pinpoint fairly minute tepns.
As an exampl&he eltood boo the key-word 'Growth" could run
across nuoh co-ordiast•s as the terious fields of vw
natural science, eeoaealee, ideology, etc., and then he
further narrewod by the elldior-ecrcons of tile• and. •eo-
graphy of otIlero.

!hie would be the essisal •lonout et Ow Weemation
peel. There would, in addition, be a dOesssalatiou (or
bibliographic) element dividod into Soviet ent.con-Ocvlot
esureos.	 thia would be added the b*•graphio olomont,
shish also would Mhos both Soviot and lien.8ovie . : people
he In say given eutjostitmattor area, aallrho,tculd be

oategorised by peoltten Amid POr49n4 bbarsotOrilktios.

Am as example of how this "documentation cOntersVoO014.
work practically, Br. Xernig cited to me the follemings .
A group of Dutch bankers is about to departfor.MOSsew.
for talks about certain intornatiemal ClaanSial 11001,0,
and possibly will be roo•iWod by'Ilixtahohav.himM60(0k
roquoat'about their briofing needs Wodid.0000
"dooumentation scouter" and the preper 44ektionetiCin$e
the ai brain by the relevant moot in-the field*rif
economics. Immediately fed back *could be typewrittela:.
pagoc showing So-riot attitudes and past nations, televent
western oounter-aation or oountor-argunonte, valid legal
or treaty regulations and, in addition, a list of who
the important people in the given field are in the BOvi•e
Vnioa and what they and •thors may have written. As a
beaus would be a bibliography of the important writing*
by non-Beviot authors on the given topic and a listing
of western experts who might be available for perecael
consultation.

Dr. Kernig believes that only an information-pool bread
enough in soape to do all those things for the potential
users would make it worth the cost in terms of frequency
of use. For example, ho felt the "1290 factor" is a
serious drawbaok to the trouble and •xpense of automating
Soviet biographic files alone. So would further assure 	 .
wide use of the pool by tAls cooperating institutions
by linking them together in a network of open-line
telex maohinos.



•

MINIUNNAik
Is ham owes gess so far as to figure oat what soh a
doeumoatation oextor would rowd y* La persommol and
budget. The staff would total O -- 1, top •tperts is
emaesis fields, 15 midllo-level exports to fill the
&rope gape, and 30 sorviee people (ineluding 2 engineers
for the IVO soohiso). I •stimatos tho saavil •ost at
D625,000 (24 million Sorsa* larks), sot iasludisg pro-
•umably the postal soot of the •lootroale blais

I resell that Viet•: Sorsa get a goad hearing a
several •f floes ix Washing-tea and thst a spopoia; seminar
was set up at Rand ler,. two years age when he vesented
similar ideas. It thorofere sous likely that a omaber of
poople are working on the problem of automats& d, to-
prootssing about the WOW oven though the Ursa ideas
Boom not to have made a deep improssion. Pellaps these
same people would be intorosted in knowing about
Dr. ['mien plan.

It is ay assumption that Dr. Lerwig will ,e tryitg to
get finansial support for his deoumentatist center from
Dona and that he envisions it as primarilj a German
Institution, although he wants both the Rollo Liberty
rosoaroh department'aad tho Institute as girt *fiats
information-pool network. ?he language of proration
would be only German presumably, although reaslatien
of processed tate into any languago would lot be a
great added burden.

There are some porsonal obsitrYatioas I amid make about
the proposal of Dr. Kernig, with whoa I b.: ye booeso well
aequaiated sin gs first mooting his about :0 menthe age.
I will not add thee to thie already lengthy letter, but
will be glad to do so for anyone interested in exploring
further. I would call attention, however, to the fact
that the proposal is still in the incubation stace and
it eight not preys too difficult for an American group
to oe-ordinate with or even oompletoly take over the
proposed operation.

Sincerely,

Arbsrt koitor


