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1. Prior to his departure on home leave, Will Klump briefed us on a
proposal by Dr. C.D. Kernig to eatablish a "Documentation Center" on world
communism. See correspondence enclosed. Mr. Klump wishes to discuss this
proposel with Mr., Sargeant, and possibly with interested Washington officlals,
Before doing so, he asked us to check on Dr. Kernig's bona fides.

2. We have checked locally on Dr. Kernig. There are no traces in
either MOB or MIB files. Local liaison also reported no traces.

3. We suggest that C0S/G and HQ run a similar check on Dr. Kernig, and
. that KUWOLF brief Mr. Klump both on the results and on the basic issue of
possible ODYOKE interest in Dr. Kernig's proposal.
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Wareh 28, 196)

Mr. Boviand N. Sargoant

American Committes for Lideratiea
30 Bast 42ad Ftreet '

Now York 17, K.Y,

Doar Bovlands

In keeping with your request to me last year te oall your
atteation to ideas whioh appear werthwhile but whiek fall
outeide our normal scope of operation, I wish to pass aleng
the following information with the hope you will know whe
is 1in the test position in the ¥.8. to profit by 1t.

During a visit last week te Preidurg, Gewmany, I ran
asyess for the first time what struek me as a prodadly
workable syster for pregramming a date-precessing set-up
adbout the Soviet Unien which could engage an IM eleetronie
brain of fairly laxge sise. The programming scheme was
sketohed for me roughly, dut I also saw seme detailed
oharts and diagrams whioh indieate that its author has
put in a lot of work en the relevamt prodblems and tried
to cover all types of infermatien necessary. The author
is Pr. Xlaus Kernig, direotor of the Bovietologie
Abteilung of the Nerder Verlag in Preivurg. This depart-
ment has been oreated by the largest catholis publishing
houses in Germany during the last two years for the
express yurpose of oempiling an ensyclopedia on world
senmunism. The work is expected to take at least five
Years and the encyclopedis will de issued simultanesusly
in three languages ~- Germam, English and Russian. This
is by way of explaining Pr. Kernig's background. He is
not hinself a Soviet specialist, nor dees he spesk
Russiaa er English very well; Yut he is a competent
generaliast in the area of Soviet affairs and appareatly
a ocapable administrator.

What Br. Kernig has in nimd is a "Doocumentation Center
about the U.8.8.R." which wveuld im efflect be a pooling

of all the opem informational resources and work of
experts in research ingtitutes and universities in EBurepe.
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He has werked ou' & “"vey-woard" gyaten fer sudject-matter

sterage, wvhioh b7 wes of se-erdinates and sl dins soreens

for tine and geosTaphy ean pimpeiat fairly riuute tepi.ns.

As an example a0 efted hes the key-werd "Growth” could run

soross suoh co-erdinstee as the various fielde of t:e

natural science, eccvaemios, ideelegy, eto., and then be _
further narrsved »y the sllding-eeresns of tiue and geo- &
graply of others,

Thies would be the seatral elexent of e infermation
posl. There would, in edditien, b%e s Gecwmentaticu {or
'34Mlographioc) olement divided iate Soviet and non-Soviet
souress. To this would de sdded %he biogrsphie nlenment,
wvhieh aleo would show bdeth Soviet and men-8ovie: people
inq' in any ziven sudjest-matter ares, ani who i10uld bde :
saitably ocstecorised by pesition and 10rsonl; oh;r:ctcriatios.

As an example of how this 'doonnontution oonte!‘ 'onli
work prectically, Br. Xernig oited to ne the fellesing:
A greup of Dutch bankers is abeut te depart fer Meseow - = =
for talks about certain intermstiemal fizamois) amtbesy .~
and possidly will be received by Khrushohev himewlf. A& T
request about their driefing needs would ceme to $he ".c
"decumentatien center” and the preper qusstioans fed: into
the IBM brain by the relevant sxpert in the field of 3t
scononics. Immediately fed back would be typewritten..
pages shewing Soviet attitudes and past actions, r.lovua'
western oceunter~sstien or oeunter-arguments, velid: logsl
or treaty regulations and, in addition, & liet of whe
the important people im the given field are in the Boviet .
Union and what they and ethers may have written. As @
bonus woeuld be & bibliography eof the importsat writiangs
by nen-8eviet authers en the given topic and a listimg
of western experts whe might be available for psreeasl
censultatien.

S

Dr. Kernig believes that enly an information-~pool bdread
enough in scspe to de all these things for the petential
users would make it worth the cest in terms ef frequeney
of use, Yor example, he felt the "use facter" is a
serieus drawbaok te the treuble and expense of autemating
Soviet biographic filea alona, He would further azssure
wide use of the poel by the ceoperating inatitutions
by linking them tegether in a network of open-line
tolex machines,
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" Be has oven gene se far as te figure osut what such &

docunentation center weuld require ia perseanel and
budget. The staff would tetal 60 -~ 15 sep ¢rperts in
asadeaio fields, 15 middle-level experts te [ill the
area geps, and 3O serviee people (inmeluding 2 engineers
for the INN machine). ®h estimates the amnuil ocost at
$625,000 (24 silliem German Marks), mot imcluding pre-
sumably the rental eest of the eleetremic Miain.

I reeall that Vioter Sorsa get a geed hearing =a
several effices in Washington and shst a specia. seminar
was set up st Rand Coerp. twe years age when he j ‘esented
eimilar ideas. It therefere seems likely that & umber of
peeple are working om the predlem of autemated & ta-
precessing adout the VBSR, evem theugh the Zersa ideas
seemn not te have made a deep impression. Pe ‘haps these
same peedple would be interested im kmowing abeut
Br. Kernig's plan.

It is ny assumptien thats Pr. Kernig will je tryiig te
got finanoial suppert fer his decumentatic: center fresm
Donn and that he envisiens it as primaril) s German
institution, although he wants betk the Reiio Liberty
research departnent amd the Institute as jart ef hie
informatien~pool netwerk. The language of )peratien
weuld be enly Serman presumably, although ‘:ranslatien
of processed data into any lenguage weuld :e% be a
great added bdurden.

There are some persomal observatioas I o mld make about
the proposal eof Br. Kernig, with whem I h ve beoems vsll
soquainted sinoce first meeting him abeut .3 menths age.

"I will not add them to thie already lengthy letter, dut
‘'will be glad to do se foer anyone interested in exploering

further. I would call attention, however, to tnes faot
that the preposal is still in the inoubation stage and
it might not preve tee difficult for an American group
to oce-~ordinate with or even completely take over the
proposed cperetien,

Bincerely,

4lvsrt Boltar




