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(Editor's Notet At a sominar in Ljubljana, Yugoslavia. ~
sponsored by United Nations to discuass rights of national
~-.- minorities for .contact with kindred minorities in other

.. states, the Soviet delegation at first took a hard position o
" 'against any inherent "right of contact" but suddenly reversed .- °
"~ that position at the end of the seminar. In view of the Yoy
.. relevance of this important question to Radio Liberty, the LN
- .report by David Binder about this question which appeared in . . .
‘-,3;h§1New io;k Timeg on.June 22, 1965, 4is reproduced here in . - - . i-
Sl fall TN

[N P .
i e C ) . S

o ‘Soviet scholars acknowledged today the rights of asso-
--ciation bylmxnoritioa with in and beyond national frontiers.

"It was believed to. the firat time the Soviet Union, which - .
contains a large number of minority groups, had taken this poai-,'
"tion. The move came following sharp exchanges on the question .
at the close of a two-week seminar on multinational societies
sponsored by the United Nations. The seminar was attended by
unofficial representatives of 19 nations. :

o Last week, the Russian participante had strongly opposeed
- the argument of the United States representative, Daniel P, e
"“Moyunihan, that minorities deserved the right of cantact ®across -
borders with people who shared religious, ethnic, linguistioc
or other ties. .

i The Russians also showed resentment at the suggestion of
" an Israeli participant that the Soviet Union's treatment of .
Jews was inconsistent with its treatment of its other minorities.
But in the last 24 hours they reversed their position. It is . .
understood they also withdrew a draft proposal filled with
propaganda abput colonialism and racial discrimination in the
West.

As a Tesult the seminar was able to0 reach a consensus on
what 1s generally regarded as’'one of the most secnsitive issues
in the world today. One of the outstanding figures at the .
meeting wagﬁ¥5;_§§13%¥$g%fg,§gx,19xxmx»who is assistant Secretary s
- of Labor. 8 main was to persuade the meeting that TR
. "there is a special responsibility upon one-party states”™ to . .
‘ allow minorities "to associate acrosa national borders."

"

L Mr. Moynihan, who has been mentioned as a possible Dem-

woo- ooratic ocandidate for Mayor of New York, pointed out that in

- 'states where several political parties operate, a ‘minority has
‘the possibility to seek redress for grievances to the eupport
.of one or anothor politioal partiea. ,

Deooribing some "rough rulos of political relations" he
- told the semigar that . "a government in a multipary state must
be vory ca:oful aboutlthq cnnnion 1t makoa" becauso of possible
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reperousaione vith minoritios. Hoat of tho partioipanta
insisted their own countries had absolutely no minority )
‘prodlems. But Mr. Moyanihan disarmed the participants by
recounting the minority prodlems of the United States , -
with frankness. After he spoke, other participantes be-. ..
%an to- admit thoy had aomo problomo in thoir oountrieo, R
OOo‘ f“ . ) o SR ‘ . . )
Represontativaa of the 3oviet Union, Ghana, Mali ‘and
" Czechoslovakia argued that. their ona-party statea were able . -
‘to care for minoritioa offootivoly.n : . : .

1
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: The Indian partioipant. Purnhottam Trikamdae, argued "
against this point of view, saying that without independent. .
courts and a free press: 1t vaa 1npoaciblo for ninoritioo tO"
redreea wrongo. f T RN : e




