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o C . CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ABENCY
SOURTESMETHOOSEXEMPTION3B2B
reom: £~ . ] NAZI WAR CRINES 81 SCLOSURE ACT
: DATE 2007
Subject: Interrog ation ‘wf Dr, Hans Fritzsche, Conducted on
6 end 7 Jarusry 1949, in the Hospital of the Interrnment

Camp &t Langwasser Near Burnberg.

1. Dr. Hans Fritzsche was acquitted by the International
¥ilitary Tribunal and was subsequently tried by a Germen Densazifi-
cation court. He was found guilty and is now serving time at the
Langwasser Internment Camp. Due to the fact thet the subject had
undergone & bone opersation, interrogation had to be conducted in
the hospital et the camu.

2e Under the Hitler regime, Dr, Fritzsche held the job of

bhl?f of Radio in the Prepegenda Xinistry. Though nominally under

Pr, Naumenn (who waes the chief of the subsections for Propaganda,
Radlo, Film, Theatre, Music, Art, Schrifttium (prirted matter),
Administration and Auslend (foreign countries)), Fritzsche held a
factually autonomous position, reporting directly to Goebbels only
on major issues. A detsiled organizational chart of the whole
Propaganda Yiristry setup under Goebbels was reproduced at the
Nurnberg trials 6ur1ng proceed11tq egeinst Dr. Dietrich, who wes
Reichs Press Chief. Dr. Dietrich's verdict is expected in Furhberg
between 15 Jenuary and 15 February 1949, -

3. The terns "white" and "black" propegsnda were knovm as
"legal" and "illegal" propagsnds in Germeny. The Propagenda Ministry
was charged with "white" propagende inside Germeny ané¢ "black" propa-
genda outside Germeny, wherees the "black" propageands for home con-
sumption was conducted by the Reichsleitung fur Propaeande in der
Partei (NSDAP). ’

4, Actually, little was done in the field of black propaganda,
Subsections Propaganda, under Herr Dieverge, end Radio, under Fritzsche,
coordinated a1l black activity with Subsection Auslend, hegded by
Dr, Brauweiler and Profe sor Hunke. The key men in the Radio Section o
under Fritzsche wus Pr. Tonlﬂwinlelnkpmper (Ausland's Direktor des
Rundfunks). He is telieved to be still in the U.S. where he was brought
&5 & witness in the proceedings ageinst the U.S. trasitor, Chendler.,

e et L OPG REGISTRY ggp
PEEPRE | "h*‘-_—-_-~‘_—‘--n—-_—-




: S -2 -
5. Diplemetic missions abroad had speciael attaches for black
- > . Asr =T o . R
propegenda who worked elong with men f{rom the Auslandsorgenization
o . P vy o
of the NSDAP, these latter being charged exclusively with party
espionage sbroad. According to Fritzsche, the "black" attaches were
rnot very effective and the best results were accomplished through
cspionage agents.

6. Since almost all black propagancda was conducted immediately
prior or immedistely sfter a military operation or invasion of s
foreign country, most of their methods do not seem epplicable to the
situstion today. At no time was there any hesitation in Germeny to
trespass sovereign territory by employing propagande technigues and
penetretion. Asked about the best end the worst major propagende
campeigns conducted by the Fropaganda Minigtry, Dr. Fritzsche stated
that the best wes "Europe for the Europeans™ which in 1940 resulted in
90% solidarity in the West., The failure to follow up this initiel
success with the formal building of a continental union ard the failure
to countersct the Atlantic Charter with a compsarsble Germen or European
equivelent nullified the initial victory in the #est. As the worst
rropagende cempaipgn, Dr. Fritzsche pointed to "Literetion of the West
from the Bolshevik and Russisn yoke".

7. Newspepers Abroad. Though there was actually little subsidi-
zation of foreign newspapers, seversl were bought and owned outright
by the German Government on a covert tasis. In connection with this,
Dre. Fritzsche stressed the necessity for continuirg the editorisal policy
of such 2 paper for &t least a year to build up complete confidence in
the minds of its regular readers and then using it for propagsnds
purpoces only once or twice to support either a major policy decision
or preptare the ground for e major economic, political or militery bresk.

g. Rumors. Dr., Fritzsche considers rumors as one of the most
importent aspecte of black propagsnda. Dr. Goetbels had a rumor factory
with & corps of experts, the leader of which was Schwerz van Berpg,

Rumors which were initiated by this Goebbels factory were then dis-
seminated to espionage agents abroad who were then cherged with the
spresding of them. As an example of one of the most effective rumers
disseminated by Great Britain, Dr. Fritzsche gave the following: One

day in 1940, a rumer to the effect that King George of England had
spproached the Germen Government with a peace offer was introduced into
the German telephone system and all long disteance telephone operators
participated in spreading it by saying to the long distsnce operstor

of another community just before meking the connection "Have you heard...!.
The cempeign stearted st 9:00-a,m. and by noon the rumor hed gripped the
whole of Germeny with such foerce that Dr. Fritzsche found it necessary

to deny it officielly over a nstionwide hookup shortly after 12:00 noon.
Applied to the situation today, Fritzsche consicders Russie more vulnereble
to rumors than any other country at any other given time.
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i In the field of propagamda, no
bleckmeil was used to rritzsche's knowledze though bribery in one
form or anothisr wes used regul rlj. A very €fective way of using
foreign wire news services was employed frequently through supplying
them regularly with news free of charge znd slipping in important
items when the occasion arose,

9. Blaclkrail and Bri

mmk‘
*

10. Character Assassination. This method also was used very
effectively. But in this connection, Fritzsche pointed out several
dismal failures which resulted from a too fictional epproach. He
stressed that chaeracter assassination and poison pen letters should
be based on fescts rether than fiction whenever possitle or should at
least have a factusl basis which could be built up fictitiously to
grester proportions. '

11l. Radiol Blgck radio was not used before the war, IHowever,
it was effectively used immedistely after the invasion of & country
in order to gpread corfusion end breek down resistence., Three methods
were used: (1) staetions on German territory beamed to a certain
country, (2) mobile rsdic stations in the field, and (3) planes equipped
for redic opezraticns. All of these were purported to be underground or
Treedom stations within the country., DFing never wes effective and did
not at any time seriously interfere wilh or compromise operations.
Dr. Fritzsche does not believe that Russia today 1g eguipped to cope
with any allied radic activity on a mobile besis, Radio stations
Stuttgart and Koeln beamed all ccde messages to the agents of Colonel
3 eny on the whole Western front and Kedic Steebtin on the Tas
front, Cutsice of regular code messages sent al prearranged times to
agents, fictiticus code messages for the purpose of spreading confusion
terror were used frequently. All in &ll, five mobile black radic
stations were in operstion. These were coperated by the two firms,
Lorenz-Berlin and Telefunken, INobile antennae were used in the beginning
end later, several alternate sites for antennse, where fixed antennae
for periodic use coulc be erected, were selected. Ieavy wooded areas
end along side smoke stacks proved the best sites, One fully equipped
radlo station was given to General Franco in 1936 and he used it
effectively during the Spenish Civil War.

12, Torgery. TForgeries were used extensively by the militery in
the field, but only to = smell extent by the Propaganda Ministry. One
of the most elfective stunts in this field was the forging of a
protocol of a British House of Commons session which had as its subject
terms of a British-Russian pact. In order to help the justification of
German aggression, this protocol was placed iv the hends ol a loreign

corrsespondent and lhus Tound 1bs way into the neutral press.
13, Personnels The recruiting of personnel was never u problem
ition Lo offer muech higher salaries from

since Fritzsche was in & pos
.
5 L

unvouchared funds and bhus lure key people into his organization.




SECRET.

1 were wirs serviass, 1ilz U7 and 115,

main sourecas of port
fommer oonsular employecs who had returaed e for their luke
Loof the u.JDx and experbs among the pris or*rs of war at
center who werse [reed and

\
un Russia waere concaprned

WA Sunpor

he Oberursel i

i
Lo Taxy

LA R v oyt
fassor Hoebgeh, "the snalyst of currents
Sicherheits Huupbamt, uho selected Dersanmel

# from Whi
lectad and

ites, llembers of Russlan pgroups wsrs

thner, (Une nors source of personnal
service, the Forschnungsamt, charged with the
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=1demann, # Ukrainian by birth, who was in close tou
Vlassgsov movement and who organized the socalled "Bodenr+allpn in
Russia ("Bodeustellen” could be translated as "ground points"); and
Hery Pannvitz, a former commissar of the Testapo, charged with sub-
vers;ve activity in Russia. Most of theze ground points were controlled
; Col, Skorszeny and it is believed that an organization exists today
among Cerman technicians, scientists and other key fizures who were
ought to Russia after the war. Col. Skorzeny supposediy has knoviedge

of this organization and might even hsve an active part ia it. The
three individuals named above are living covertly aznd their whereabouts

will be determined in the near future.

14, Asked about the present situabtlion and propaganda mebhods to
be employed agaiast Communism, in general, snd Russia, in particular,

Tr, Pritzsche stated that the most effective provaganda, in his opinion,
~ould be besed on a key word, which allied propaganda lscks at the
present. One word which embodles in itself the enemy and 21l he stunds
for and which stands on a solid foundation so it can withstend hcruilny
end analysis. "Imperialism", used by the Communists, end "Plutocrats"
used by Goebbels, are examples of the effectiveness of such a punch
symbolical word. A unique opportunity propagandistically speaking,
vresents itself to the West in the fact that Communism sacrifies the
happiness of the individual today for the sake of a Utopian life for
future generations. On bthe other hand, the Democratic wsy of life has
the happiness of the individual and his family today as its principle.
The "inhuman philosophy" of the East which transforms the iadividual
into & machine and males him the tool of an unproven idea professes
thet benefits, if there should be sny, will be reaped two or three
generations hence, This tremendous individual sacrifice bases itselfl
on an assumption of happiness for future generations, an idea conceived
a nundred years ago, for which the present generations of the Bast are
gtill tolling and sacrifieing their lives, Fritzsche points out the
absence in Communist theory and practice of what he calls "grundidee",
g primitive and simple basic idea whieh has the happiness of the
individual of today as its core. What does the individual havé to
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sxpect of human happiness [rom s Communistic stabs? iis sacrififces
are enormous though tney are made in the name of an evperiment, from
which some fubure generation might or might not bhe:
again, he emphasized the necessity of pointing oul to aﬁj und all
individuals thet wﬁ*le they are sacrificing their personal heppliness,
the West hes only the single sim of bringling iy 5
tangihle benelfits--to people today--duriay thelr 1ifetime, The
betrayal of the teachings of Warx is slready more than evident. Merx
promnised the liberation of the people from the soverelizn aunthority
of the state and & hundrsd years of sacrifices have resulted in the
super state which, contrary to all of the principles and theories of

Py

¥arx and Bngels, makes the individual a slave and toonl of the state

L. Ai"bxl'l and

15 It is a deep disappointment within Russia, particularly
among the peoplas of the Ukrain eand the Caucasus, that the Sov1et
Govermment has been engagzed in the poliey of punishment ever since
the war's end. These regions have lost their autonomy by punishment
and should provide a more than fertile zround for allied operations.
Again, the name of Col,. Skorzeny was mentioned as the man who has
extensive knowladge of underground personalitises, channels and
methods to be employed.

16, Dr. Fritzsche advocates strongly the use of black radio on
& mobile basis. Ie s‘gLQSuod the erection of ten scattered antenna¢d
sites in the Americen Zone, to be situated formally emong existing
gllied installations and to be used on a shiftisg scheduls., IHe
pointed out that any antenns problem could easily be solved by the
former Tost ¥inister Ohnesorg,. He also urges the use of the voices
of refugees from sattelite areas without thsir knowledge of how
these recordings will he used.

Attachments:
Fritzsche Ltr to Lt. Moller of 20 Nov 48
Translation of above letter,




