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This explanstion of t.heL riles on Soviet shivs is being
forwa-ded as sn apvendix to the-NIGUTHATCI Project Outline (ref, 4)
in order that Yeedcuerters msr heve e full understarding of

how we are attempting to cover Soviet merchent marine traffic

in Belgian ports at this <ime, It is elso intended to amnlify
our previous mention of these {iles in the exchenne of rels

B and C,

Every morning the Antwerp shicping journal Ilovd Anvergols is

checked for the arrivel and departure of Soviet ships at Antwerp

and Ghent (no coverage of other Belgien vorts). The cominps

and goings Zor thst dey are ‘hen entersd in the log of Soviet |
traific for the -ort in question (see attechment f1). This Port

Iog 18 designed merely to glve a chronologicel victure of the

movements of Soviet shivs to end fram Belgien ports.

for the full details on individual shir~s, senarate riles ere
set up on each Soviet ship as the crewlists are received frmm
C The name of the shir is cerded in the new x5
index, cut no attempt is mede to card nomes of ceptein or orew
members, In eech :ile is snother log lomm (attechment #2)
from which the Crequency of the ship's arrivals in Felgium cen
be determined at a2 glence,

As is evident, ocur system does not vrovide any easy mechanicel
process for detectins the re-emmesrsnce of e Soviet seamen if
he does not come to T'elrium on the seme shin, However, from

the 1ittle background meteriel we “sve so fer acowmlated, it
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would peem that the turnover of ship pers

is not fsst,

rrsoes

For example, the Soviet ship Vilrus arrived

T 16 sugust 53, and 3 September 53, During the V{lms
v, carried an average crev camplement of 44 and for the
#a'co visits to Antwerp 28 pembers of the crew were unchanged, .
15 more appesred in Antwerp on two of the three occessions,

- How typical this pattern is, we ocammnot sey, but for immediate
v : operational purposes, the brealdown by shiv alone seems adequate
_— for keeping track of the most nromising targets.
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Antverp 29 July 53,
s veriocd

5., From the indication given in OFBW-796, we hope that Headquarters
nay be able to fill the geps in our system by esteblishing a carding

: program or machine-records coverage that will pick up Soviet

Lo sssmen who re-evpear frequently in Belgisn ports though not on

o the seme vessel, If the teke fram such an {ndexing system could

bt be supplied Brussels every two or three months it would, of

e course, be of great velue in directing the efforts of the NIGHT-

v WATCH operstiomel teesms.
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6, Another rield in which Headouarters can assisf d':s
in the collection ol general information concerning the ot
merchant marine: security practices, rotation nolicy and so forth,
. . The 1951 stuldy on these matters which you alentioned in pera, 2
e of CEBW-796 has been unearthed and has vrovided inmteresting
R though possibly cutdated background data, We await with interest
the results of rour probing for new studies in this field and also
' any general caments or suggestions Headquarters cen offer,
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