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(The following biographic irformation on Rawlf is based on S5
personnel records on file in Lne Berlin Documcnt Center)

Walter Rauff was born at Koethen in Anhelt on June 19, 1906, the
son of a bvank official. He spent his childhood and early youth in
Magdeburg. In 1924, imiediately efter graduating from a Gymnesium,
Rauff enlisted in the German ravy, He passed the officcr candidate
examinations three years later and was com:iiscioned &s en ensign in .
1928, 1In 1930 he was promotoad to iieutenant, j.g., and in 1935 he
bceene a Kapltaenleutnant (lieutenant). iicsirned *o various ships
in the course of his naval carecr, Rauff visited Spain, South end
Central América,-and'thm Scandinavian countries.

termed "personal reasons.“ In uhh ;al_ of 1037 nn}hao uwvorpmd his
first wife. In autobiographical accounts fawif creatas the impression
that he had divorced her because of her inability to have children,

" but enother document in the file wmentions adwltery without, however,
naning the gtilty parily, who mey. well nave been Rauff, for he re-
married a short tire later, and his second wife, a woman eight years
kis senior, borc hlm 2’ son only four months after ‘heﬁ'eddlng.

Immcdiatnlv after resigning from the ¥avy “auff entered the
employ of the Security Folice ( icherheitsdienst ~ 3D, and
Sicherheitspolizei — 1Po) of the Reichsfuebrer-SS. Rawf had
. joined the Hazi Party in lay 1937; “he became a nember of the SS on
September 1, 1938. He worked in the Reichs 51chcrhn1tshhgg_int (RSRA -
: ‘ Reich Security Fain Cffice or Command) until the outlreak of “orld
. : - War II. .In 1940 and 1941 he was on active military uuty as corrender
: i . of & fleet of mine-sweepsrs operating in the English Chammel. He was
- - discharged -in April 1941 with the rank of lieutenant com.anier
' - (Korvett cn{gg}taen) and deferred. from militery duty in order to .serve
with the Seeurity Pollce. In 1942 he was assigned to a SiPo unit in
Tunis.and then transferrsé to Italy where he remained presumably until
- the end of ilorld Wer II, working as a high secret police official,
- The highest rank he attzined in the 53 seems to have been that of S5-
Stcnaurtenfuehrcr (qa-co]onell.

Rauff has two children -~ one stepson only 14 yeors younger than
himself and one son born in 1938, He has some lmowledge of Inglish
.and’ upanlah. '
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