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1. One category of Soviet national residing outside the Soviet Union for
an extended period of time which has not, in .all areas, been afforded the same
degree of interest and coverage as _REDCAP targets is the Soviet citizen study-
ing abroad. As a result of this relative lack 6f attention, it is felt that we
are missing an opportunity to learn more about Soviet use of such students for
intelligence purposes, as well as a chance to have more than usual access to a
Soviet outside of an official Soviet installation for more than a very short
period of time, in order to weigh any recruitment possibilities.

2. The purpose of this dispatch is to emphasize that the acquisition of
~information on Soviet students in your respective areas is considered an integ-
‘ral part of the REDCAP program and consequently complete and continuous report-
ing of such data is expected as a matter of routine procedure. This type of
information is processed at Headquarters in much the same manner as that re-
ceived on REDCAP personalities and procedures for providing the field with Head-

. quarters traces and REDCAP notebook sheets are the same.

3. The interest in Soviet students abroad, as mentioned in paragraph 1
above, is twofold. Information from several areas indicates that certain Soviet
students abroad are actively engaged in espionage activities for the Soviet
Intelligence Services. Some are RIS staff officers who are members of local
residencies, others act as spotters and assessors of potential agents for the
RIS. (As you are aware, a priority RIS target, the American student abroad, is
one generally well within easy reach of the Soviet student abroad.) In addition,
there is some evidence that Soviet intelligence trainees preparing for assign-
ments to illegal as well as legal residencies are sent abroad to pose as stu-
dents, not so much for the formal education they receive at foreign universities
as to ilncrease their language proficlency and acquire area knowledge. One case
of recent origin which graphically illustrates the use by the RIS of Soviet
students abroad concerns the Soviet national Petr Vasilysvich SMIRNOV who was
enrolled at the Institute for Social Studies in The Hague, The Netherlands,
during 1959 and 1960. From August 1959 until his agent's arrest in May 1960,
SMIRNOV served as RIS case officer for an sgent originally recruited by the East
German Security Service (MfS) and turned over to the Soviets, apparently for the
specific purpose of attempting to penetrate the Netherlands Security Service.
SMIRNOV may have been sent to The Netherlands specifically to handle operations
of this nature. On the other hand he may only have been intended to act as a
"spotter" among students at the institute but was given this assignment on an
ad hoc basis because the RIS felt the operation warranted a higher degree of
security than would have been achieved had it been handled by members of the
legal rezidentura assigned to the local Soviet Embassy.

4. There is also an interest in exploring the possibilities for meking re-
cruitment approaches to these Soviet students abroad. Though undoubtedly hand-
picked for their political reliability, these students, once exposed for an
extended period of time to a segment of the Western world, may well experience
varying degrees of doubts about the Soviet system which might make them suscep-
tible to a recruitment approach. Unlike their countrymen who are stationed
abroad in an official installation, in many cases the Soviet student would per-
force come into close and contimuous contact with Western peoples and ways and
thus would be subjected to influences of a greater variety and intensity than
would the Soviet official.
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5. Although repetitious to an extent of requirements alresdy in your
possession, for the sake of emphbasis we shall ocutlime the categeriss of imfor-
mation vhich we should like to receive on all Soviet studemts who remsin ia
your respective areas for periods of six months or more: ffull name; date and
Place of birth; ethnic origin, e.g. Ukrainian, Armenian, etc.; address in YOSR;
marital status; military service; prior travel abroad and travel withia the
country in which he is studying; other Soviet matiomals with vhem asseciated;

non-Soviet comtacts; language, ineluding proficiency and vhere and hov learned;
previous educational institutions attended and courses of study; edueational
institutions attended in your areas; complete physical description; persomal
traits, e.g. persomality, habits, hobbies, extra-curriesular activities, ete.,
political vulnerability, and, date of retwrn to the USSR, or, departure for
another country. We would also like to have a photograph and at least ome
handwriting sample (original preferred) of each studemt.

6. It is presumed that in most instances the foregoing information will
be obtained from your liaison services. It is requested that in those areas
vhere the liaison services have mot been providing information om Soviet stu-
dents aleong with thelir reports on REBCAP types, the addressees coancerned ap-
prise their liaison services of our reguirememts in this field. Vhere appli-
cable, independent assets with access to Soviet students should also comtribute
to the effort. In addition, you may vish to suggest %o your liaison serviees
that the support of loeal educational institutions might be enlisted in oxder
to obtain some of the information desired (without, of course, mentioning
ODYOKE interest to those imstitutions).

T. It is recognized that, heretofore, meany of the addressees have not
been invelved in the REDCAP Program (i.e., the systematic collection of imfor-
mation on Soviet officials stationed abroad) because there has beem no Seviet
representation in their areas. However, it was theught desirable to make owr
regquirements nown to these Stations in viewv of the fact that mmerous cowm-
tries have established or are on the verge of establishing diplomatic rela-
tions vith the Soviet Union and because we anticipats an influx of Soviet
students even into those aress which have not established diplomatic ties,
based on the increased mumber of cultural exchange agreements which have been
concluded between the Soviet Union and sugh coumtries.
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