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o5 February 1247

Cffice of ¥ilitary Government
‘ Yurnberg

MEVO qu Ke. >re. Baru and Stubing

YROM: ! L. L, Paterasen

SUBJECT:  Anti=Swlec Activities of the SS. .

/1. You will recall our conversation of asveral monthe sgo,
with respect to the above subject, in which you agresd to place

me in Fontact with the proper pereone to obitaln cartain information
of ¥arl Crimee velue. 1 d14 not prepare the necsssary memorandum
for you at that time dbecause of certain current davelonments in the
cage which I was preparing, which, 1 feared, would render such a
memorandum inaccurate and possidly premature. The delay was oce
¢asioned ty the arrival in Nurnberg jail of the supposedly deand
‘Ostudaf. Franeg RIEZDWAG, Chief of the germanic office of the 5% and
erstwhila Swire cltizen. :

"%, 1 em now inclosing this covering letter and the required
memorendum, attached, in duplicate, with the reguest that it he for-
varded to those persons in Switzerland who can make the ingquiries
and/ot investigations indicated in such memorandum. If it ehould
devaldp that a trip %o Switzerlsnd is abeolutely necessary to es-
tablig¢h the necessary contacts and to exploit the War Crimes aspects

- of these anti-Swiss activitiee, 1 shouid appreciate being advised of
the f(ct et the very earliest opportunity. )

| 3. ¥ay I take this opportunity to thank you both for your
very belpful cooperztion in the paet and in this present connectien?

v SRR a ReLeasep gy /0
| SUUR[:E.L INTEU.IGENCE AGENCY A. L. Petersen
‘ SMETHODS EXEMPTIQN3g2g *aT Crimes Attorney
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G ¥HOM IT MAY CONWCHRN: -

» I om vrevaring a ¥ar Crimes case against 55 Ogruf, GOTTLOB
BREGZEE, Chlef of the Main Office of the 35 {53 Houptamt) and a
nuwber| of his associates, One of the principal offenses with whieh
these ken can de charged 1o the planning of eggrsaciva warfare and
attendant and sobsequent sconomic spolliation and mvoiliation of
manpowhr of the countries involved, This was achiaved nrincipally
thro political means, by foatering fifth column aoctivities be.
fore the country's occupation and dy sponsoring puppet governments
after gnch occupation, - It was also achieved by the eprsading (with
ulteripbr motivee) of {dealogical srounganda propagating the notion
of o prn=Germenic Zurope. These activities of BERCER %took place in
France, Belglun, Holland, Norway, Pemmark, Tinland, Latvis, Estonia,
and even in the nemtral countries, Switzerland snd Sweden, Activie
tics along these lines were conducted primarily from the "Germanis
. Directprate’ (Germanische Leitstelle), a branch of the Hain Office
of the 53, of which BERGSR wns chief, 5SS Ostubaf, Dr. Franz RIEDWZG,
le Swiss citizen, wse chief of ¢thies Germanic Directorate until
September 1943, One of his two gvccesrors was S5 Ostubaf, Rrich SPAR.-
: Both ¢f these men are.nov in custody in Kurndberg and will be
tried /along with BSRGER. S '
““ﬁhilef the bast evidence cf participation in the planning of an
agerescive war and subsequent spoiliation by BYRGTR and his aseocliates
would seco logleally to come from the countries in which their adove
mentioned mactivities culminated in the Military occunation of the
country, this has been difficult to prove becsuse the S5 completely
~ destrpyed the Berlin office files of the Germanic Iirectorate.~ The
activitiss referred to would therefore be relatively innocuous if it
were not for the occasional distribution of top lsvel correspondence
pertaining to this question, preserved in the files of Himmler end
other| high renking Nazis. o '

| Because of the difficulty of preof outlined adove, the politi-
cal propagandn activities of the Germpnic Directorate, 5f tied
in with an actual plan to commit aggressive warfare, would be of
inmedse value to me even though such plan may never have been carried
sut. | Such & plan existed with respect to Switzerland and is referred
to mnd quoted in part in Part 1 of the Swise publication antitled
*Repgrt of the Counrel to the Federntion Regnrding the Anti-Democra-
tic Activities of Swise znd Foreigners in connection with the ¥ar
Events 1939 = 1945 (Motion Boerlin) (Rericht des Bundesrates an dle
Bundgeversammlung Uber die antidsmokratische TAtigkeit von Schwei-
zerniund Auslandern in Zugamrenhang wit dem Kriegsgeschehen 1979 -
1945| (Motion Boarlin),
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I had hemrd of thie report and nfier teleshone conversation

with Col. CoYzaire (nttached to the ataff of General .sizge, the
Amesican Hiljkary Attache =t Berna) I war referred tc a Kr. Blum

. o

who procured [this pudlication for me. Presumadly, the persons to
vhom thia me?orandum vill be referred are familiaer vith this Swies

report, therefore, 1t will not be discussed in detall, I em inter-
estad in the information contained im pages 854 - 103 of the report,
but in pzrtiéular in peges 91 - 103, - In these pages, it is dlsclosed
that the Cerpanic Cirectorate, in addition to its cultural activities,
way develoning a plan for the military occupation of Switrerland and
preparing li;ts of friends and enamiec of Cernany who, after the in-

varion o?f tzorland, wars to be respectively sither employed or

mnnihd lated. ! Incrin&nating documente ars quoted in part fo this re-

vort, i
|

I upnddratand thet Seitzerland was the only country that hnd e
full time paid agent in the employ of the Main Offige of the 55 (in the
Germanic Dizsctorate) and that the incriminsting documents, the mowt
eelect {for Swise purpocee) of which have heen included dy reference
in thie repgrt, were obtained by raiding tho Oerman Consulate at Berne,
at the right time, upon information furnished by this agent., I undere
stand further that the liets of pro-German Swviss elewments whom the Ger-
mans intcnd¢d to employ after their invesion and occupamtion of the
country, ingludee the nwmes of some of Switeerinnd's most dielingnisted

familles,

i
!

In copnection with the foregoing mstters, it ie requested that
the nersons to wvhom thie wemorandum is forwsrded ascertain the followlnsgs

I

1. V¥hether the Swiss kave in their possession any files
of cqdrrespondence to or fros the Germanic Directorate andfor its
offi¢iale, or papers of any other mgency of the 53 -Main Office

vhlcﬁ pay denl with the germanic cusstion., Intereat {a not

coun

for Fn on the spot screening.

]

undeér court rules, prevelant at Hurnbdberg, to {ntroduce such

dochrents in closed session and limit their distriduifon. If

;c:t:bl:, ths entire get of documents ehould be microfilmed,
.3 83

rien, Information in desired vhether such files are aveile
adle| elther for microfilming and authentication em toto, for
trangmitial to Hurnberg, or whether such files a© evallabdle

conftnod %0 Switzerland but to any of the so-cnlled “Germanic®

1 2. Inforsation to the srme effaot ic deaired with renpect
to the group of documents, effecting Switserland, from vhich se-
lscy axcerpts were referred %o in this report., 3Since man7 proe
windnt Swise nemw=s are mentioned, the Swizs may not wish tc make
thego documantr availadle to uz. If inguiry de made, 1t should
be dxplained to the nppropriate officinls that it s poscidle

ofilm edequately descridbed in 2 certificate of avthentication
to e attached, and transmitted to Burnberg, If this is nct
rogiridle because the files arse too bulky, i1t ie reguasted that
arrpagesents be made for their gcreening from a War Crimes stande
voint, either by a membdar | 15&?£¥—er by soreone desigrated
tthhe und-ruikned dema di r R:f?e kmonnt of work iovolved.
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b. Tt is requestsd thet the Swise svthorities disclose
the nama af the paid agent who was in the emoloy of the Germanic
Diregtorate and that this agent be guostionsd regerding Yursies
docurients which he may have geen or sonforences which he may
have attended impliceting not only the Germanic Directorate,
bud jhe Main Office of the 3 ms r whole, which may de of wrlue
to =d in preparing this case, An attempt should be made, in
any Jvonc. to eecure the services of this agent ae & voluntary
witnéss in the coming trinl of BERGCER, PITDYEG, SPATMANA, et al,
Sine¢ vhis again may not be sonsidered practical 1f the azent
in qﬁontion 18 still actively ongaged 1n intelligence work, {t
shoutd Agntn be called to the mttentton of the appronriate
authdrities that testimony in a cloeed esacior of court is »or-
sibl%.

'4. The defendant RIEDWEG, notwithaianding his politiceal
actirditiee and service in the 59, claime stil! {6 be a Swisge
cttiven, He staten thet he wies interrogated dy Polize!l Kom-

_misgnr Maurer of Xreuzlingen and s police officer from the
Berqer Bundens Polizef in Octodber 1946 4in Faderdorn, and ¢laime
thay he oleared his poe’:ion completaly with these officore and
wsg zerured thet he cov.d go back to Switzerlard uanpunished and
% up & civilian profession, Accordingly, he ig non~coopera-

e
tive and belligerent, It is raeguested that a statement be oh- >

toined from the appropriate Swiss authoritier regarding their
attitude towarde 2 poeaivle return of HIBEDYZIG to 3witserland and
the/1ixlihood of hiws indictment thare at cuch time. & positive
staﬁd on the part of ths Swins would be of extreme velue in over-
comtng RIEDHEG'S reluctance to testify in the hope that he will
‘be hurned over o Swiss cuatoedy,

I s .
;} 5. If there are any past or pending é;oason trinls of Swiss m
citizens in which the ¥ain Jffice of the 55 ie fmplicated, either "

ough $ts Germanic Directorate or throvgh its activities in row

ting the Swi 5 citizens for the Waffen~35, I shouléd appreciate

bYeynz informed of that fact in order that copiex of the record in

sugh cases may be obtajned, My intereet is both in tLy evidence

introducad a1l In the possibility of securing witnesses for the

BLRGTN enge.

In‘smuch ags the same preblen of proof confronts me in conrection
wiih ea¢h of the occupled countries, it is desired thal the foregeing
he sccompliehed, so Znr as nossible, without my having Lo go to Switrera
land, or/ 1f this is not completely pormnidle, that the necess~ry arrange-
mente for the accomplishment of the foregcivg purposes bte made vith the
approprijate Swles and Amerizan suthoritiee prier to my depariure unon
such a trip in order to avold any wasts of tiwe,

.

I [rhould wery much mppreciate £il possible essistance which the

persone 4o vhem thie memorandum is forwnrded may be adble %o give we !n
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this connection,
J

1 and annociats in the preparation of this case, ¥r., 2. I,
Dobbs, can renched at Nurnderg, Telephone ¥o. 61216,
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A. L, Patersen
Har Crimes Attorney




