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| Franz Riedwveg
|
|

(Paysicivu; Tormer SS Lesder)

Franz Rie*weg wvas born in Lucoerne on 10 April 1907, 2nd he comes
| .
from a family which can be traced back to the 15tin century in the

original Swiks cantons. After othending school in Lucerne, Riedweg
\

studied mediFine in Bern, Rostock and Berlin. At the same time, he
busied himeepf extensively with political questions, and ne broadened
his education by studying in France and Italy. He completed nis edu-

|
cetion in 1934, obtaining the degree of doctor of medicine and passing

\
the state e%amination.

‘ .
Beginning in 1930, Riedweg was active politically as a resolute op-

\
ponent of c¢mmunism and an advocate of younz-conscrvative uvnification

ideas. He saw Germany e2s the backbone of such a develooment. ¥hile
\

still a stu?ent, he was the leader of the Pan-Europs group at the Uni-
versity of Fern, and in 1936 he was one of the founders of a Swiss
program aga#nst communism. From this attitude spreng bis special in-
terest in d%velopments in Cermany altter 1933. It also caused L. . to
‘overlook t#e derker aspects of the regime. In 1933, after moving to
Germany, h# obtained Germon citizenship.

\
During the war, Riedweg - who in the meantime had become & member
1

of the ove%all Reich command of the SS - was vhe nead of the cantral

office forsthe Buropean cnti-Bolshevik volunteers fron 1941 to 19h3.

He was onesof the Tirst to attempt to s=t aside Himmler's thesis of

"pAsiatic spb—hnmanity” in vractice by advocating equality for the subju-
|

gatod nzthons bub, under the pressure of circumstances, still sought

pt
t
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to.bring aijout the rcalization of his idews through a kuropean anti-
communist dollective. Thus, with his help, bthere came into being the

-

.
Lovle

so-called "SS Lerions", meds up of volunteers irom almousi ai
Ca 2 2y

races

European c¢untries and, later, also of members of the various
in the Sov%et Union. However, the mistakes of the first years of the
war could #o longer be undone. The entire experiment failed because

of the int#rnal falseness of the system itself. Riedweg himself was

b

a military‘u
was the II% of an Acmy Corps, witn the rank of an SS Cbersturmbann-

octor st the front, beginning with 1943, and finelly he

(
fuehrer (Lieutenant Colonel in the Walfen-5S).
validity to his ideas during the war by pub-

1
Riedweg tried to give
— ‘
lishing the "Soldier and Statesman" series and a number of front

newspapers for the volunteer formations.

After the collapse of Germany, Riedweg was arrested and interned.

He was de?rived of his civil rights by Switzerland and was sentenced

in absentie in 1947 to 16 years imprisonment. In a denazification
proceedin# in Bielefeld, Riedweg was sentenced te pey a fine of 2,000

DM. 1In tke verdict, it was stated that Ricdweg had been ruled by

| .
idealistic trains of thought.

|
Sinceithen, Riedweg has been living in Munich es & physician.

Addregs: Munich, Lerchenfeldstr. 9.
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