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1. The followin:	 a. .ranslation of OVUSO l's hiorar)hy 	 p cs 0411
•

I am now 3E years old, and. was horn in the Matlaile township of the

Tul(ums district. ',1.y father was e machie mechanic, amcl worhod in the sawmilL
wOred vith the ti:reshillg, 	 -team operated macines.

At the outhreah of the first 'olorld War, my mother, my uncle,
parents and I went to Vidzeme with the stream of refugees that moved eastward from
Kurzeme	 During the war years we lived in the neighborhoos Of Gatarta. IV mother
died during this period. .When hostilities ceased, I returned to Xur7eme (where
my uncle had a farm), along with my brother, and my uncle's parents. My brother
was my. elddr by II years, and my sister, who was the eldest of us three, had died
before my birth .. my father, who now also returned, married forthe'second time,
and resumed his position as manager of the sawmill and-manager and regulator of. the
threshing machine. TTy father, my brother, and myself stayed with our grandmoner
and uncle.

In the ages between q and 15, I attended, and completed the local elemen-
tary school.

Then I went for two years to the intermediate school in Talsi. I was not
able to complete this school, because my uncle had acquired a fsmily of several
children in the meantime, and was unable to provide me with the necessary material
backing any more. I also did not want to accept such support from my father, since
my childhood had not been part of his life after his second marriage. For this reason
I earned my own living fron then on working on farms in the vicinity 71 the city.
I also worked as a raftsman. Later, at my father's recommendation, I worked at the
sawmill at the Lici station; in the beginning as regulator's assistant, later (when
the work began to be done in two shifts) as regulator,.with pay of Is 5.50 per
shift (the workers earned from Ls 3 to 5.50). In my free time I read to fill out
and refresh my interrupted schooling.

• From the time I went to school, I remember the following friends best:
1W.mis and Janis Nikelbons, who had a farm in the Tukums district and who were air-
plane mechanics in the Latvian airforce and in the home defense; and my friend Otto
Erdmanis's sister, who waS later A teacher of the Latvian language and history in
theelementary school. Otto Erdmanis was a scout in a Latvian unitduring the war.

In my free time, and particularly in the summer, I. took part in the city.10
sport organizations: the Home Defense Force sport events and Vanagi (a- national, .

semi-military youth organization), participating in the light athletic prize-figlitO
of the neighboring area and. of the whole district.

1 spent my coMplgsory military service in the nachine-gunoompany of. the
7th liguldas .11fantry regiment in Oulbene.. 14Y).ife foilowini; this; has been pbelaps
gre atly influenced by the sririt of true natriotism that Irevailed at this time
in the Latvia) army. I did not finish at nr.--7commiasioned :.:fficerls.ccmrarq(a

unit for non-commissioned officers). Duri my . -.6eriod of service, I spent
four and a half months in a . m .flitary hosnital with raralysie of the left eye and

(u a r .:;sult of an insect bite in UleT.lenee park), :.fter mi 1)4Vef Ea.447s1:

1 returned to my hometown and once again participated in ne home defe414,:"
organization, and in the local theater group.

41-194441 54-
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';49-len the Russian army. set up bases in Lntvia (irr the fa -! . 1 of ' 1 9), I was

in reerve training, in the maolAre-un CC:711711y of' . the 2nd Ventsrd l s - ; nfarlt liy raj-
Plant in !uldiE ,,a,	 trasferred 'rom • Lieor:ja to Cut

rec .. . training pelod bstod one

7h:"1 One. 	! -'; 07C; I	 '..Dm.etown.

!n7: the Tolshev-:.:s were juU in 	 ,1,. I wor'•nn on farms, mr7. stly on thob
uncle or thce of formur :choolmw.tus, in 1he Talsi sr Tukums districts, sin(7,
a former memITer	 Hoe.Defense 7.7ore, I 1-iad to be cardfdl cf the

In the winter of 1940-41 "i word in the woods in the Chief Forest lny in
aedna and Td'almS. Therefore I obtaind bhe new. Russian passport without difflo;..lty.
T did not have any other certificates or docunents.

After the first mass depol.tation (3.:1 June, 1941) in 	 the 7'.olei:evi3:s
sent off several families from the neighorhood (among then the former section-.
commander in the Home :)efense Force, .Otto Dupurs, and several familieu of the member;
of thia organizat1on 7Drubazs and' others), I spent the last week of the Bolshevik
ec.cupLtion outside the house; several nights e-:en in the woods, togee?
former Hor.oLefense emer, Dumbris (now dead) and a police insoector. I :lad been
warned -oy a schoolmaSe, Zorgis, who is now work:ng in the military, to he careful
because the militia kneW that I had shown contempt for the :olshev2:: authorities;
later, when Iwas active in a special defense unit, It could be. seen from the
documents that were discovered net the secretary of the township, Gulevskis, from .
the neithboring township . Valgale, :lad entered my nasyle among 12 Others whb were
scheduled to be shotl . •

On the night between the first and second of July, When the Germnnuniis
were fighting near Liepaja and the local.Communists were already in true.rs
to flee to Russia, I went a:ain ta r7y. honetoun. Together with the former

Artrs Furins and other friend.: from the Home Defense For ne I helped to
found a self defense unit to preserve order in te city nid to defend it from-the
remains of the Red -Army that were fighting around there. 4-1: the sit.ation became
iluieter and the unit smaller,: I joined the local police force. The colleagues I
remember best from the time of the defense unit are company commander of tie
'Home Defense Force in the Tukums district, Zanis . Baltins, the aforementioned Furins
and !florins (according to the latest news, taken prisoner by the 2ol3beviks in 	•
Pomeraniaj .taken to the Talsi district, end, tegetner with other colleagueS from
the defense unit, bpleod).

the Latvian volunteer units to fieht.against 7 4-Ashevism were being rounded,.
I jOined the 24th volunteerat;:alion of Talsi on March 2 1 1942,. dnu after th7oe
months of training in Liepaja went to 7olorussia to fight the partisans. .After•
'months of 'this fighting. , at Kaideneva, awanovichi, and Lido, our ')o.ttalioryvgiis
cent to th	 near Leninrad (in lio7ember 1(:42). 1!:;ee I was. the commander .
of the maine-gun eii. In "arc, 1943, we left the Leningrad front and were
transferred to the 7011:11ov&:are .a. There, on April 12th, (tir date was the chv on
which the • Latvian. legion-was founded, and ne date was entered in the soldier's
pay book) we were made the original sectiun of the Latvia Legion. From the
Vonhova. front, I was sent (middle. of June) to what was at that time a weanos $chool

of the northern army group in Kineiser!, Estonia, .which I cotr pleted in 6 weeks
with the rank of cor7ori. 1 returned to my	 in Voikhc)v-E1 and 2 or 3 wee17:;

•

• 01.:(1"1:;)p-r.
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be6ame an 1(1 section corrlander, I tool part in all the battles of the battalion.
During the retreat from Volkhova, I was wouuded for the first time, leading a shoct,:

unit tn Le 17.1oinz up of a Eussia'.71 buijker. I was rent to a T rlilitau hcultal
Jelav•. '.Then I had recovered, I was sent to the MG cci.N.ny in 7,auska, to help in

traini ng. Then I returned	 the trained soldiers to the Opocna front. :Jilt-in.

Latv•an territory :-ad been reached during the retreat and the special storm troop
battalion ol the 19th division, under the command .).f Maj. Lmnmanis, was beim.T formed,
I joined it and tool: part in all of its campaigns. During -Christmas. of 1944, 1 was
supposed to go to Vienna, with other non7 .commissionedofficers of this battalion;
to start officer's school on jantic..ry 1, 1945. nut, due . ":4 general stron Russian off en.
sive, and since there was a lack of experienced cMres, I had tc remain in the unit.
Since: I had com7letedschool in 1943 in Kingisep and had had more than . one and a •
re,-,.r's experience as section commander (and in the sixth major battle as company
commander), and since I had taken part in training (at Bausa, I was advanced to .
the rank of lieutenant with the reformation of the battalion after the battles at
Cesvaine along with 5 others. CesVaine was where I had trained future officers
177177777Tementary school of Cirsti.

Durin_ the complete period of battling, I was wounded twice seriously,
twice lightly, and suffered a concussion once. I las awarded zA silver medal for
1NATI -7 wounded, an assualt battle medal, a clone combat medal, a Courland ribloon.
first r.nd second class, as well as the :night's Cross of the Iron Cross.

Toward the end of the war, in the middle of Arxil, I was in Iktriciaz-!a in the
German weapons school, and later in Pavilosta. !Prom	 the whole scl...001-1600
men, of whom 23 were Latvians-went to Sweden on the everliLG of the capitalaton,
nv- 8, 1945., With 3 Descantfahren, when we had let l'avilostc and were lre:.Ldy at
sea, we were discovered by 10 nussian planes. Theymachina-c;unped and bombed us.
On the three boats, 15 were killed and 7') wounded. Cr: 42.1e next morr.Lnc we reached
Trot1Pn.d, ,7-Lit the wounded ashore, and were escorted further by a Swedish ware-lif to

Sw..ndish mainland.

Ile arrived in :almar, where a viards unit of the Swedish army was w,sAL-b:Lli l; •
fn ..: 1.1S. .At t:le same time two larger roups of Latvit....n civilian roftlees alco
t'Ais port. Ocr-e of us were able to sea	 tell them
that there Wire 22 Latvians on the landing craft. n: ,the 	 eVenin,c we wee
sepr-rvted from t',!o others and joined to the Latvian ref;...gee6.

Tcree-days later I arrived with a . .Latvian gralp z0;, a PW . transit damp, Lackeby,
which I left 6 weeks later, to go to Stockholm.' 7rom the camp there, 4mme1nas.)
I vent with 9 other legionnaires towork in the forrats in opntbal Sweden (7UrTalandg

7.11.1t7st3dt), where I worked 4 years as woodsman and rod worker and rartsman,
4,00 to 5C0 1:r on	 71.7nth. -nen I 1;eLt to :::alltahammEr w1 .4ure a 1;01 . 7.eia :II .. tile

7,11wor 1 r there	 ,ont	 wor:::ed. in tais.towY.,
(:.7icers	 the Latvian	 te Legh-n,	 tcol: rer ih

:Aid social work, I -:TarticipLtc,d two, 	 xn,1u ar:oral
of '6he battles of V.:a Latv ..lan Legion there and	 nity

7;L:t	 aoti-,ities 0:	 wof;xe

Lt Lhe end of	 17/j0, I ?„eft	 a.f:A./.41,t. to Got%cTL.,.,
.:y01:...e6 in	 teNtile,

,
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.Lfter A pril, r5Q, w:len. I arrivaL in 	 l!':TtamnEk,,	 ee;:,!ne	 with.

te WOTaP who was later 7,:y c=c,n-lw wife,	 1•1 whcim I lived until

The ftieds and acquai11tances.4ho71 I remember '- ,est from the time I . lived in 3wE:(el,.'
are a good number of comrades from the war. Further: my aforementioned c:ecoric4

worn I was no longer able to marry, and several "suspicieus brothers", with one c,f

whom I used to play football in my youth.
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2. The following are supplementary questions asked of CAMUSO 1. Section A.

1. I was brought up strictly religiously. My belief' 'in God was strength(
during the 2nd World War, during which I was only lightly wounded despite having

been in serious battles. During my youth and later in free Latvia I went to churcl
once a month or at least every other month. I went to evening mass Christams and
Easter. I have been baptized and confirmed in the evangelist-lutheran church, to
which my parents and relatives belonged. Since, the occupation and later .uring
emigration I have gone to church less often. The last time that I attended a
Latvian service WO in July 1951, in Goteborg.

2 .. I have lived through a greet deal and I have learned that one should
not fear poverty: I have learned to overcome this with work and will.

When I enlisted in the fight against Bolshevism at the beginning of th
2nd World War, I no longer feared becoming an invalid or the Cheka or death.

I am mostly afraid of the contempt of my fellow man: that i could 'be
misused by someone for his own purposes, and that' through ignorance and lack of
.understanding I could involve people who trust me in a matter that I myself was
not clear about.

3, I have enemies from the earlier time when I was fighting fbr the.free-
dom of Latvia. When Bolshevik power in Latvia- crumbled. iii . July 1944 I animated
a member of the Cheka (when I was a member of the special defense unit in,my.city)
who had not been. able to flee and turned him over to the authorities. His father
(Valois) was aware of this and he has threatened me several times since then. He
may still be in Latvia (he was a Communist even early during the occupation), perhap
in Sabile..

I don't recall any enemies from any other time in my life.

4. When I was looking for co-workers among fellow-soldiers for the present
assignment (it gas necessary at first to try to find some) I spoke with K. Maim and
H. Burkhard (questionnaires have been turned in by both of them) but these converse,-
tions were only at the beginning. These tvo can also guess something from what they
read in the newspapers and from my disappearance.

5. The entrance of the Communist into Latvia evoked great indignation
in me, since I treasured Latvian culture' and the properity we had achieved on
our . own.

Therefore I stayed with relative's or friends in the Tukums and Telaz
districts during the occupation, and worked on farms. That winter I worked in
the chief forestry in Ronda and Tukump.

The only document I received was the Russian passport, which was issuol
on the basis of the former passport of the Latvian republic (a small book with a
picture and printed stamp). I had no other certificates or documents, other 'than
the work receipts issued by the forestry service for the amount of work done, to be.,
.presented when wages were	 .-Thie'4jIjlele receipt, so far as I can remelber,
with a printed notation of the-fc(adtgfatibti t on the left aide, first.ard 101L.

:=1
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name's of the workers, and the amount to be paid. Under that the signature of thE
forestry official.

I was not a member of the organizations existing at the time (MOPR, Osoaviach

When the Bolshevik power fell and I was working in the special defense unit,
of the executite committee of the township was found, in which my name was listed
person who was to be shot.

6. I know the Tukums and Talsi districts best. I also know well the neighbo
hood of the Usma and Lici stations, where I have worked. From the time that the r.

.serves were being trained, I know the Kuldiga area quite well. I know the Kuldiga:
Renda-Kabile stretch compartively well, as far as Tukums, since I travelled. there
when I was boxing. I was in Liepaja for three months when the first volunteer
battalion was being formed, and later in Dundaga and Pavilosta as LaWian legiomna:

I went through Latgale (GOliseva-Karsava-Tilza) and Vidzeme during the
second World ear, when iwas in the assault battalion in the Latvian Legion.

7. I should like to work in Courland (south and north), since I know the
country better. I think I could most easily find comrades from the Latvian Legion
there, since many of them came from Courland.'.

8. So far as I have been able to gather from the news coming out of Latvia in
Soviet newspapers and on the radia, I thought it would be a good idea, at. least
at first,. to assume the occupation of an agent of the ministry of agriatilture, iittaS4
Job it is to oversee the cooperation between the Naohine-Tractor Stations end other
workers' brigades. The local authoritiesof tilt:p almistry of agriculture are ccipla:
ing that the plans are not being fulfilled and that the harvest is so small,-beoaus,4
there is insufficient cooperation and Competition between the workers , brigades and
the MTS. Furthermore,, onelles the advantage of not being bound to stay in one plaog
when one has such a certificate (if it is alsd valid at travel control points). The
controllers are despatched from above (by the ministry of agriculture or. some
authority) and' the looai authorities or kohkhozes are not notified in advance. •

I could also pass as a raft:man thatbss been pent by a kolkhoz or by a.
higher authority, who is s . ....sed.to . asoertain which rivers are best suited for
floating lumber. This. cc d be done only inspring or early- summer.

9. a. To establish contact with Latvian partisans who are from the former
Latvian 19th division and who are located in Latvia .or in the border area
(Lithuanian-Polish border area, where I took part during the 2nd World War in the
mopping-up operation against the Bolshevik partisans); . •

b. To establish contact, with the membere of the national Underground move-
ment, to help them with whatever support possible.

' 0. If possible: to organize bases or prepared positions (or to find them)
.where Latvians can find refuge when the 3rd World War begins, since, in such a case,
the Bolsheviks will try to send the most valuable part of the Latvian Population,
into the interior of Russia; at these bases they could await help from abroad.

d. If I could establish contact with resistance groups, there would perhaps
• • be no need for the otherassignstdrarld perhaps help a member of 	 looat	 j



resistance movement to reach the free world.

10. MY weaknesses are books and movies. When there is nothing else to do,

I like to plays cards, but seldom.

11. If there were no further need for me in Latvia, I should like to return
and to take part in the eventual preparation of Latvian units. In the meantime,
I should like to recover for a few weeks.

12. I should like there to be true freedom for all oppressed people. I also
wish that the world could understand the struggle of the Latvian' legionnaires agtini
the Communists. . •

Section B

1. I disapprove of the people who collaborated with the Russians, particularly
Bruno Kalnine.

-I think that when Latvia has been linerated he should not be allowed to
return from Sweden, or, if he does go back, he should be brought to trial and have
to defend his actions as politician under the Communists, and his present activities
in the emigration (with his publications in the Latvian' and Swedish press he has don,
a great deal to harm the jointeffortJoliberate Latvia.)

.	 2. I am of the same opinion in regard to Latvians who collaborates: with the.
Germans for eelfiehpur7oses. That they must render account of their activities be —
fore . a court of law. But I cannot say with certainty *who these caLabOrators were.
Furthermore, I am of a different opinion regarding this period. The Latvian pimple
have shown, in its fight for liberation (1918 to 1920) against the German invader
that it is 'willing to 'work together. But the Bolsheviks aroused Bich hatred for
themselves and did no mach harm to the Latvian people, that they came to regard
anyone willing to help them in ridding themselves of the Russians as a friend
one must not forget. that the Germans propagandized for a free Latvia).

3. The Ultmamis administration was the Most successful, in comparison 'to the
earlier economic eituation. Is for Uhmads himself, his metits during the establish-
ment of the Latvian state can't be ipored, though in later times (1934 to 1940) he
proved to have eerious failings. But it is very difficult to judge this matter,
because the international situation was very complicated.

.	 4. I am not in agreement with some of our politiCians, particularly with the
assertion ' that only they. should represent the LetVian emigration. Their insistence
on their rights as members of parliament seems to me to contradict . our law. pertaining
to parliament. The law says that the people elect their representative for a period
of three years. This period has long since elapsed.

In judging their usefulness in the-liberation of Latvia, one should consider

only their willingness to sacrifice themselves for the people and the country, and
not their efforts to obtain their old offices.

5. In many oak's, the fault lies with our social democrats: One always'aomee
across the solgan "For the party and_the, f aph_	 d il , although today all of our

C--- („. --(L.
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'energy should be given to working for the latter, and only later should one think

about the other.

6. Only those should be considered leading political figures who have shown

by their past and present actions that they are not serving the Latvian cause for
personal reasons and Who appear to be true representatives of the Latvian people..
In my opinion, Zarins is such a person, who was awarded special authority by the .1a
legal government of Latvia (since this government was also recognized by the other
democratic states) and is still recognized by the English government. Also Feldman:
who was recognized by the American government. Among the later politicians,
Valdmanis has been very active on behalf of the Latvians:

.• 7. Col: Janums and Col. Silgailis are among the leading military figures.
In regard to the question, who should be such an authority in the future, one should
take into consideration that at the beginning of the thAid world war there should
be coordination between the partisans who. stayed at home and the mdlitary leader-
ship in the emigration. Only a person recognized by both parta could carry out
Such a task. I think that such'a person could come from the, ranks of the Latvian
officers who stayed at home. For instance, Major Laumanis, or Capt. Spade_to whom
no one would have objection.

8. After the liberation the Latvian political structure should hate a firm
basis: a) The president should be independent of th. parties and elected directly
by the people; b) From the beginning, there should-be no More than 3 911 4 parties,
which represent the professional activities of the population (farmer party and
others).


