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1. The fellowin~ is a transletion of CATUSO 1"“ bicg rv)hy o~ m CSh 43-28

1
I am now 3% years old, and. was born in the Ma tulc township of the
Tukums district. !-’Ey "a*‘ae) vas o machine mechanic, and worled in the sawmill. e
ed with the Lbreshing, wnd other ttﬂsm operated machines.
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it the outbreal of the first lorld iar, my mother, my uncle, wund his

il Ui
parents snd I went to Vidzeme with the stream of 1efugeeu t. at moved eastward from
Kurzeme. During the war years we lived in the neighborhoos of Gatarta. My mother
died during this ﬁerlod when hostilities ceaced, I returned to Xurzeme (where
my uncle had a Lar'm,, along with my brother, and my uncle's parents. My brother
vus my. elddr Gy 1) years, °rxd my sister, who was the cldest of us three, had died
befare my birth. My’ father, who now also returned, married for the second time,
and resumed his position as manager of the sawmill and manager and rezulator of.the

threshing ma achine. ¥y father, my brother, and myself stayed with our grendmotlher
and uncle.

In the ages between 9 and 15, I attended and’ co'rmleted tie local elemen-
tary school.

.Then I went for two years to tie intermediate school in Talsi. I was not
able to complete this school, because my uncle had acquired a family of several
children in the mean_time, and wes unable to provide me with the nececsary material
backing any more. I also did not want to accept such support from my father, since
Ty childhood had not been part of his 1life after lis second marriage. For this reason
I earned my own living fron then on working on farms in the vicinity =f the city.

I also worked as a raftsman. Later, at my father's recommendation, I worked at the
sawmill at the Lici station; in the beginning as regulator's asgistant, later (when
the work began to be done in two shifts) as regulator, with pay of Ls ).50 per
.shift (the workers earred from Ls 3 to 5.50). In my free time I read, to £ill out

and refresh my mter"upted qchooling

" From the time I went to scinool, I remenmber the following friends bests
Multsis and Jenis Mikelsons, who had a farm in the Tukume district and who were air-
plane mechenics in the Latvien airforce and in the home defense; end my friend Otto
Erdmanis's sister, who was later a teacher of the Latvian language and history in
theelementary school. Otto Erdmanis was a scout in a Latvian unit during the war,

In my free time, and. particula.rly in the summer, I.took part in the city's
sport organizotionss the lome Defense Toroe sport events and Vanagl (e netionel, .
semi-nilitary youth ornanizetion) participating in the light nthletie prize-f‘ighbs .
of tho neighboring area and. of the whole district, ‘ ,

o I spent my comnlysory milltary sarvire in the machi: e-{;un company of the
Tih Siguldas infantry regimert in Gulbene, My 1ife following: this, has heen pbrheps
prently ,L.{‘luc, cod by the snir J.t rvi‘ true natriotism thot -revailed ot this time

in the Lebtvian army. I did no fiunlsh at noi-comiceloned \Pficer'n'rﬂ*nnuny (a

troidng unit for noztz-r':ommissioneci officers). During r\) neriod of gervice, 1 spent

four and a hell months ir. a m’”it'u“,' hosnitsl with }‘m’m,,.,lu of tH ~eft eye and
cheek {28 & rosult of un insect bite in the CGulbere purlf). LMltor my pp,;,},ga “of' s8rvi

- I returned to my homestown and once again porticipsted in %le home defsm yoi

orgenizetion, and in the local theater group.
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were Tighting near Lier-aJL. cnd the local Communists were wlready in trucle resdy

.meicter Artirs Purins and other friend:s from the Zome Defense Torne 1 helued Ho
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When the Ruszian army set up
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Then oncg mere I ooy ometoun,
4z the Tolsghevitiz were pull ST S
unale or thoze of former sehioolmats Talsi oy : ~
P I tad e he coref Lo

~ Tormer member of the Home Delence

In the wvinter of 1040-/-,1 1 worksG in the woods in the Ciiief Foresiry in
Rednea ad Tuhume, Therefore I obtainea e new Pussian rassport without cifficuliy.
I did net have any Otué!’ certii‘icat-°s or docw':eutu. :

After the first mass dencitotion (it June, 1941) in widcel the Dolshewills
zent of.‘;‘ eeveral i’ar.l_.l-;s from the neightorhood (wnong then the former section-
commander in the Home. Uefense I‘orce, Ct L0 Dupurs , and several families of “i:e member:
of this orgenizador.—Druba"s and others), I spent the last week of the Bolshevl_.
occups‘:i-ﬂf‘ outﬂlde tis house; severzl '.:"x:-ta ven in the woods, toge'ler sith
former fHore Lefense "ember, Dumbriz {now deud) ana a police instector. I had been
warned “y u scs:oulmaﬁe, Zorgis, who is nov working in the military, % “e careful
bacause the militia lmew that I Lad shown contempt for tae .olake._;.. autiorities;
leter, wien I.'.-Jas ective in a special defense unit, It could Ye. seen from the
Cocumenis thet were discovered that the secretary of the toms.up, Gulevskiz, from
the naighboring township Velgele, iad entered ry name among 12 o ‘:e;s wht vere

scheduled to be sihotl

Or the night between the first and second of July, wien the Cermmunits

to flee to Russia, I wer! szrein to my hometown. Togelher with tie former wurjer-

L

found 2 cel? defenze unit %o preeerve crder inm the city :na vo defond it from- tlLe
remains of the Red Army that were fighting around there. 4r %She sit.atics becane
quieter ard the uuit smaller, I joined the local police force. The colleagues I
remember best from the time of the defense unit are: comrany commander of %

Yome Defence Force in the Tuwums district, ZJanis 3Baltins, the a.(remuntlored. Pwins
ond Mierins (according to the latest news, teken prisoner by 128 3olsheviks in :
Pomerania, talten to the Talsl disirict, ond, ogetuer wlth otler ﬂOlTeabuea from

the defense uni%, henged),

As the thvian voluntesr units to fight against Solshevism were ueir. ~ounded ,
I joi‘ued the 24th volunteer hattalion of Talsl on Merch 2, 1942, dnd «fter tu ~88
months of training in LiepaJa vent to Delorussia to f..g)t the partina:‘s. AMfter 6

‘months of thle fl"‘ﬂall.b, ot Kaldenova, I‘::\re.novici:is and Lido, our wettelicn was

gent to the frort neer Leningrad (in forember 1042 There 1 was. Lhie commander -
of the maahine-sun anii. . In Marci, 1943, we left the Leningrad front and vere

“traasferred to 'tl‘e Tollkhovs arex. Trere, on April 12th, (this dale was tue dezy on

whicl the Lebtvian leplon-ves founded, and the dute was entered in bhe soldier's
Pay hook) ve wvere made fie origzinal secticy of the Latvisn Legion., Trom the
VTolkhove front, I was sent (...‘.ud’e of Jwe) to what vas ot that time a wesrons school

of the rorthern army group in Kinglsep, sstonia, w:jcr‘ I comnletad 1n & weekp

) 0

with the rank of corroral. 1 rc,turnud o omy uniy in Vellkhove and 2 or 3 weelis I
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hedame an MG section comuander, I tocl rart in all the battleg
the retreat from Volklhiova, I was weunded for 'u*e rlrf* tine, leading a \)bor‘l

Durin
ian sunker. 1 was zent %o a *‘MLG"'

the hlowing up of a fluss

uriy ia
Jelgave, iMmen I had recovereq, I was sent to the MG C-""ll.\;_!jy in
train Then T returned itk the trained scldiers %o the Opou

battalion of the 19th division, under the command of Maj. Laumenis, wes heing
I joined it and took part in all of its campaigns. During Christmes. of 1044, I was
supposed to go to Viemna, with other non-commissioned officers of this ‘\attallon,
to start officer's school on Janucry 1, 1945. 3ut due Lo general stron Russien: offen-
sive, and csince there was a lack of experienced cadres, I had % remain in tne wnit.
Since I had comrleted school in 1943 in Kingisep and had hiad more than one end a
jear's experience as section commander (and in the sixth major battle as compeny
commander), and since I had taken part in training (at Bauska, I was advanced to

the rank -of lieutenant with tize reformation of the battalion after the lLattles at
Cesvaine along with 5 others. Cesvaine was where I had trained future officers

in the elementzry school of Cirsti.

€
Lotvian territory had been reached during the retreat and the speciaJ. s*omn troop
£
b

During the complete period of batiling, I was wounded twice seriously,
twice lightly, cnd u_-e"*d a concussion once. I was awarded u cilver madal for
heinz vounded, an assualt battle medal, a clcae combat medel, a "ourl:-.nu ritbon
flr._, end sacond class, as wall as tie (might's Cross of the Iron Cross.

'T‘oward the end of the war, in *he middle of Arril, I was in Du.-'xdar:‘_a i the
German weapons scheol, and leter in Pevilostza. Trom %lebe, the whole sclhicol-15Q0
men, of whom-,_B were Letvians-went to Sweden on the evering of the cenitudation,
Moy 8, 1045. ‘ith 3 Descentfihren, uhen ve dad le”t Tavileste and were elre:dy at
sea, we were discovered by lO Rusgian plines. - They machine-gunred and bombed us.
On the tlree hoats, 15 were kiilled and 79 wowuaea., (i the next morzing we resnched
vo"lr{ a, j‘ut the wounded ashore, and vere ezcorted fwriler by a Svedish warshir te

e Swiadisk mainland.

’ Yo arrived in Malmer, where 2 guerds unit of the 3wvedish army was ,h.LL_L-'.;,‘
“w" uz. Ab the same time two lm"fer gToups of Lauv*..x. cr'i-: 1 ef‘uuae., 2lco rewshed’
tide port. Come of us were able to srec: wit! the'Swadislh >flicers sud 't w.‘! them

Hmt there were 22 Letvi ang on the landing erafi. "™ the sase eveuing we wene
sencrated fron Yuc others and Joined to the Lotvian refligees, o

‘ Trreedays luter I arrived with a ‘Latvien g oup &t a PV, trancit c¢amp, del eby,

whioh T left 6 veeks later, to go to Stockholm. TFrom tie camp ’cnere, iymmelriac

I vent with 9 other legionneires towork ir tie forreutz in Chti'ul Sweder: (Vur*,.lqnde

Tilinstadt), vhers I worked 4 years.as woddsnan and roud worler and refte g,

ebrning 420 to 500 kresen & mrmth, Then T vent to lnliitehermer wiere I vored in the
ab si:.:b;,f ;

meteL o bhere an morewzeller.

fermer olicers dn the Letvian ermy wnd he Leglun,
Lotrie w’f\"vl "na gocial work, T nertleipited ves

6 the tabtiles of the Labvien Legion tlere and in tue el

LS N 1S
i e zotivities of the L

vcn..eu in tul uom ) M-u’tly

(X TN SECSRES g m ni K DS P IR IO R . A L d -
..t' u.:(u'd..d ¢l Tzvemher 179C, I left Zallstilommer and weid Lo Gotelicry,
whiere. I soried 1w w.(t.Lle, ¢id luwnww,,m{l,\f*rc/ ry,
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Datiioai,

remember “est from the time 1. .lived in Sweden.

dre a good number of comrades from the war. Turther: my aforementicieu
whom I was no longer able to marry, and several "suspicieus brothers’
whom I used to play football in my youth, )

Whom

The friends and acquaintaonces whon

i

cr —
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2. The following are supplementary questions asked of CAMUSO 1. Section A,

’ 1. I was brought up strictly religiously. My belief in God was strengti
during the 2nd World War, during which I was only lightly wounded despite having
been in serious battles. During my youth and later in free Latvia I went to churc]
once a month or at least every other month., I went to evening mass Christams and
Easter. I have been baptlized and confirmed in the evangelist-lutheran church, to
which my parents and relatives belonged. Since.the occupation and later during
emigration I have gone to church less often. The last time that I attended a

Latvian service was in July 1951, in Goteborg. .

2. I have lived through a great deal and I have learned that oné should
' not fear poveruy. I have learned to overcome this with work and w:.ll

_ When I enlisted in the fight egainst Bolehevism at the beginning of th
2nd World War, I no longer feared becoming an invalid or the Cheka or death.

I am mostly afraid of the contempt of my fellow man: that i could be
misused by someone for his own purposes, and that- through ignorance and lack of
understanding I could involve people who trust me in a matter that I myself was
not clear about.

7

3+ I have enemies from the earlier time when I was gighting t'or the. free-
dom of Latvia. When Bolshevik power in Latvia crumbled in July 1941, T armested -
a member of the Cheka (when I was a member of the epecial defense unit in . my . oity)
who had not been.sble to flee and turned him over to the authorities. His father
(Valeis) was aware of this and he has threatened me several times since then. He
nay still be in Latvia (he was a Commmist even early during the occupation), perhap

in Sabile .

‘I don't recall any enemies from any other time in my life.

4 When I was looldng for co-workers among fellow-soldiers for the present'
assignment (1t ves necessary at. first to try to f£ind some) I epoke with K. Miske end
H. Burkhard (queet:lonnaires have been turned in by both of them) but these conversa~
tions were only at the beginning. These two can also guess eomething from what they

read in the newepapere and from my dieappoa.rance.

5. The entrance of the Commmist into Latvia evoked great indignation
in me , 8ince I treasured Latvien cunure and the prOperity we had aohieved on

Our own,

Therefore I stayed with relatives or friends in the Tukums and Telsz
districts during the occupation, and worked on farms. .. That winter I worked in
the chief forestry in Renda end Tukums. _ :

The only document I received was the Russian passport, which was ieeued
oh the basis of the former passport of the Latvian republic (a small book with a
picture and printed stamp)., I had no other certificates or doouments, other then
the work receipts issued by the forestry service for the amount of work done , to be
.presented when wages were p aig. 36 a‘?a le receipt, so far as I ocan rembmbes s
with a printed notation of t fdﬂé gt \4b818t on the left ng;e-. first and. lpsd. -
1



SECURITY INFORMATION - e
B A | Moh-A Fg&
; \l z \“‘ﬂ}(“: g -

L.bé xL_T FOR ' :

names of the workers, and the amount to be paid. Under thaty the signature of the
forestry official.

I was not a member of the organizations exiéting at the time (MOPR, Osoaviact

When the Bolshevik power fell and I was working in the special defense unit,
of the exeocutiye committee of the township was found, in which my name was listed

person who was to be shot.

6. T know the Tukums and Talsi districts best. I also know well the neighbo
hood of the Usma and Lici stations, where I have worked. From the time that the r.
_serves were being trained, I know the Kuldiga area quite well. I know the Kuldiga.
~ Renda-Kabile stretch compartively well, as far as Tukums, since I travelled there
‘when I was boxing. I was in Liepaja for three months when the first volunteer
battalion was being formed, end later in Dundaga and Pavilosta as Latvian legionna:

I went through Latgale (Goliseva-Karsava=Tilza) and Vidzeme during the
second World Wor, when I was in the assault battalion in the Latvien Legion.

7. 1 should like to work in Courland (south and north), since I lmow the
country better. I think I could most easily find comrades from the Latvian Legion
there, since many of them came from Conrland

8, So far as I have been able to gather from the news coming out of Latvia in
Soviet newepapers and on the radio-., I thought it would be a good idea, at, least :
at first, to assume the ocoupation of en agent of the ministry of agricﬁlture s whos:
Job 1% 19 to oversee the cooperation between the Machine-Tractor Stations and other
workers' brigades. The local authorities of the ministry of agriculture are compla:
ing that the plans are not being fulfilled and that the harvest is so small, -becausg
there 1s insufficient oooperation end competition between the workers! brigades and
the MTS. Furthermore, one:has the advantege of not being bound to stay in one place
when one has such a certificate (if it 1s elso valid at travel control points). ' The
controllers are despatched from above (by the ministry of agriculture or some simile
authority) and the loocal authorities or kohkhozes are not notified in advanceé.

I oould elso pass as & raftsman that has been gent by a kolkhoz or by' a.
- higher authority, who is supposed to ascertain which rivers are best suited for
floating lumber. This could be done only inspring or early summer. '

9. a, To establish contact with Latvian pa.rtiaans who are from the former
Latvian 19th division and who are located in Latvia or in the border ares
(I4thuanian-Polieh border area, where I took part during the 2nd WOrld War in the
‘ mopping-up operation sgainst the Bolshevik pa.rtieana); o .

" b, To establish contact with the members of the national undergrou.nd move-
ment, to help them with whatever support possible.

c. If possible: to organize bases or prepared positions (or to find them)
.where Latvians can find refuge when the 3rd World War begins, since, in such a case,
the Bolsheviks will try to send the most valuable part of the Latvian population
into the interdor of Russia; at these beses they could awalt help from abr‘oed.

d, If I could establish contact with resiatance groups, there would perhep®

'be fo need for the other aesigrgnE C‘ﬁ tngld perhaps help & member of the looce]



resistance movement to reach the free world.

10. My weaknesses are books and movies. When there is nothing elee to do,
I like %o plays cards, but seldom. '

11, If there were no further need for me in Latvia, I should like to return
and to take part in the eventual preparation of Latvian units., In the meantime,

I should like to recover for a few weeks.

12. I showld like there to be true freedom for all oppresséd people. I also
wish that the world could understand the struggle of the Latvian legionnaires agaim

the Communists. oo

Section B

_ 1. I ddsepprove of the people who collaborated with the Russians, perticularly
Bruno Kalnins.

~I think that when Latvia has been linerated he should not be allowed to
return from Sweden, or, if he does go back, he should be brought to trial and have
to defend his actions as politician under the Commmnists, and his present activities
in the emigration (with his publications in the Latvian and Swedish press he has don
a great deal to harm the joirt effort. /to liberate Latvia.)

. , 2, I am of the same opinion in regard to Latvians who collabonate& with the .
Germans for selfish purposes. That they must render account of their activities be-~
" fore a court of law, But I cannot say with certainty who these collaborators were.
‘Furthermore, I am of a different opinion regarding this period. The Latvian people
have shown, in its fight for liberation (1918 to 1920) ageinst the German invader.
that it is willing to work together. But the Bolsheviks aroused sich hatred for
themselves and did so much harm to the Latvian people, that they came to regard
anyone willing to help them in ridding themselves of the Russians as & friend
(one must not forget that the Germans propagandized for a free Latvia),

' 3, The Ulmanis edministration was the most successful, in comparison to the
earlier economic situation., As for Ulmanis himself, his mebits during the establish—
- ment of the latvian state can't be ignored, though 1n later times (1934 to 1940) he

" proved to have gerious feilings. But 1t is very difficult to judge this matter,
beoause the international aituation was very complicated.

. L, I em not in agreement with some of our politi¢ieans, particula.rly with the
aseertion that only they should represent the Latvian emigration, Their insistence
on their rights as members of parlisment seems to me to contradict our law pertaining
to parlisment. The law says that the people elect their representative for a period

of three years. This period has long since elapsed.

In judging their usefulness in the -1liberation of Latvia, one should consider
only their willingness to sacrifice themselves for the people and the country, and
not their efforts to obtain their old offices, .

' 5, In ‘many oages, the fault 1ies with our social democrats. One always aox;xes
across the solgan "For the party and thﬁ ‘(‘ajzhmfhdn although todey all of our

SF!




Uk

:‘\""\'.-f\“i":lON

e
EEE A A PN
L i, [
L';.k.,Ul\x_l
e s
f jf W , PR
wo L A T\ L

energy should be given to working for the latter, and only later should one think
about the other. :

6. Only those should be considered leading political figures who have shown
by their past and present actions that they are not serving the Latvian cause for
personal reasons and who appear to be true representatives of the Latvian people.
In my opinion, Zarins is such a person, who was awarded special authority by the la
legal government of Latvia (since this government was elso recognized by the other
democratic states) and is still recognized by the English government. ~Mso Feldman:
who was recognized by the American government. Among the later politicienms,
Valdmanis has been very active on behalf of the Latvians.

- 7. Col. Janums and Col. Silgailis are among the leading military figures.

In regard to the question, who should be such an authority in the future, one should
take into consideration that at the beginning of the th#sd world war there should

be coordination between the partisans who stayed at home and the military leader-
ship in the emigration. Only a person recognigzed by both parts could carry out

such a task, I think that such a person could come from the ranks of the Latvian
officers who stayed at home. Fer instance, Major Laumanis, or Capt. Spade.to whom

no one would have objection.

8, After the liberation, the Latvian political structure should have a fiim
basis: a) The president should be independent of the parties and elected directly
by the people; b) From the beginning, there should-be no more than 3 orf 4 parties,
- which represent the professional activities of the population (farmer party and .

others).
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