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6. ASTRA, several years ago, became very interested in yacht
racing and joined the yacht club in Riga. Since that time he has
been one of the first yacht club members to visit Estonia om a c¢lub

yacht.

T- ASTRA‘'s father was an army officer who was deported to
Siberia at the end of the war. Source does not remember ASTRA
mentioning any brothers or sisters. ASTRA is a Lutherarn and apparently
bas some interest in his religion.

8. At one point in their conversation at ASTRA's home, Source and
ASTRA discussed the future war. The question of Latvia being bombed
arose and ASTRA commented that several defense shelters had been and
were being dug in Riga. He offered to show THOMAS one of these shelters
which had beem built in a nearby park. Apparently there was still a
fence around the construction area, but THOMAS was able to look through
holes in the planking at the comstructicn teking place. Since Source
was not interested in this sort of information, she completely ignored
this discussion and did not accompany THOMAS and ASTRA to wisit the
excavation site.

9. Concerning religion; Source learned from Subject that the oldex
people in Latvia are still interested in religious confirmation.
However, ipstead of a two-to-three week preparatory period for a young-
ster, the youngster paradez in front of a church with a red flag and
after a certain length of time, goes into the church where a priest
conducts the confirmation ceremony. Although she did not learn a great
deal concerning religicus matters, ASTRA did tell Source that scme
weddings and funerals are still conducted by ministers. These ministers
‘do not recelve a salery from the Stete; but exist on coantributions from
their congregation. The State doces not subsidize church repsirs but
rather comes out of combributions made by the congregation. The Big
Dom Church iz now a museum. ASTRA further saild that there reslly is
nothing very religious sbout services anymore.

10. Concerning schools, ASTRA told Source that Russian 1s a
language reguirement tsught at the Letvian schools in Rige. From her
discussions with ASTRA, Scurce gathered that there was a nevw version of
history being taught at the schools. For example, the twenty years of
Latvian independence ls now being tsugh® as the worst time in Latvian
history. They now call thils veriod “"the Regime of the Capitslist.”

The old Latvian folk songs end folk legends are uc longer being taught.
From the timwe a yourg latviern =hild starts kindergarten until he is an
adult, he finds himsel? fighting with the Pussians in Latvia. .Jource
went on to say that Latvian kisdergarten children learnm to fight
Russian kindergarten children. {Russians and Latvians attend different
schools, although there is some elight intermingling.) Trouble also
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takes place in grade school as well as high schocl. There appesrs to
be a great deel of crime and violence dirvected against the Sowiets
by Latwvians.

11. Concerning the cost of living, Source said that the majority
of the Latvians can only exist by stealing and by the receipt of
packages from the West. ASTRA commented that stealing from the govern-
ment is not comsidered a major crime. There is, he saild, an extensive
black market, especially ir clothing which comes from the West.

12. Latvians drese quite conservetively although the average dress
is of poor quality. Foreign shoes sre very much in evidence. Raincosts
and fountain pens sppears to be exclusively imported from China. The
average "stilyaga” in Latvia dresses quite similarly to his counverpary,
in Moscow. Latvian women dress with much more taste than their Muscovite

counterparts.

13. At ome point in their conversetion ASTRA asked Source about
ZARINS and BLUMBERGS ard %wo other men whose names she does not recall
(C 1 enda C 1, AERIAS/2 and AECOMBARO/2). He asked if
- there were any more of these types. Since thiz was the first time she
had heard these people mentioned, ASTRA explained to her that these were
four agents who the Latvian peapers claim had been dispatched by the
American Intelligence Service. . He went on to say that the psper stated
that two of ¢them had been killed and two had been captured. He said
that most of the Latvians vere extremely happy to hear that someone, at
least, is deoing scmething or is attempting to do something for Latvia.
He went on to comeent that these four people were consldered Latvien
berces. In answer to his question whether there were any more of this
type of ipdividual, Scurce told ASTRA that she not only did not know
but had not even heard about this imcident. Conservatively some 25
people mentioned this REDSQX operatiom to her, especially snyone who
talked about the forthcoming war.

1. Source’s over-all impression of ASTRA is that he is .an extremely
cautious individual. He is anti-Russian and anti-Commmnist. She feels
that he will one day turn up in the United States. She suggested that
for further information we should contasct Mr. HARMSTONE and Mr. THOMAS.
Source feels that with proper bons fides from her, ASTRA would meske an
excellent source of inmformation and would be willing to cooperate with
the United States (Govermment. ASTRA is one of the people who felt thai
life in Latvim is not worth living under the yoke of ¢he Russians and
is willing to risk e third vworld war and the aznihiliation of Lstvia in
order to be rid of Communism.
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ATTACEMENT "B"

S{I&)’ECT; Miscell.aneous _Information

. 1. Out of all of the Latvians that Subject met during her stay
- in Moscow and Latvia only one out of 500 "cusaed her out" for being
a traitor.

2. A flourishing black.market existed between the guides and
the local Latvians. This black market appeared after the guides
learned the extent to which the Latvians were anti-Communist. It is the
belief of the interviewing case officer that Source played no small
part in this situation. Source herself gave away practically every-
thing she owned : it i #%U0 ti - when she left. As a matter of
fact, she found herself ‘with practically no under clothes and no-
stockings after the first two weeks in Moscow since she gave away most
of these things to visiting Latvians. She managed to borrow and 'fina,lly
. purchase some more clothes for herself. '
’ i .
| ]

7

S-E-C-R-E-T

b e aaeden b

ML it 4

[ VTR T e DY P,

[ RO O




ATTACHMENT “E"
SUBJECT: Vairis ABCLS

1.  Threce weeks befcre Source went to Riga she was walking
through the American Exhibition and there met a young Latvian boy who
vas asking for Americans who could speak Latvian. She volunteered
that she was Latvian. The two of them started a conversation about
" life in the United States. Source determined that ABOLS is 20 years
old and lives in Vairoga iela, Ta Riga, Latvia, He is about 5° 7", ' i
narrow face, long nose, brown hair, blue eyes pink complexion, 155 1bs.
She learned from him that he had & sister vho was not in Moscow with
him and that they lived in a small house in Riga. Source also met
ABOLS' father whom she judges to be approximately 47 years old. The
father is an engineer, approximately 5° 7", slight build, balding
head, very little brown hair and has an asthetic narrow face. ABOIS'
family drove from Riga to Moscow in the family s Moskvitch to see the /
American Exhivition. AB(LS‘s father .: ... ... . speaks Emnglish,
French, German, Russian and Latvian. The family turned out. to be the ;
most anti-Communist group Source met while in the Soviet Union. ABULS's :
father (Source does not remember his first name) was so anxious to try :
out his languages that when he overheard a man speaking French in front
of the hotel in Moscow he ran up to him "Jjust to be able to speak French
‘again.;...Source made arrangements to go out one evening with the AB(LS
family and for them to pick her up at the hotel. ABOLS's father and
ABOIS picked up Source and John R. THOMAS at the hotel in their
Moskviteh. Vairis ABCOLS drove and tried to shake surveillance by
driving on the foot path in a park with the car. Source fully expected
them to be arrested for a rash act, but apparently they shook surveillance
hecause they were not followed afterthey emerged from the park. When
Source met the family two weeks later in Riga, she learned that they had
not<been arrestedo

A b At & e e

2. Goncerning Vairis ABOLS, Source determined that he was a
mechanic and was studying drama. He is very amxious to receive American
magazines such as Popular Mechanics and Popular Science. He speaks H
English quite well and appears to be very intelligent. He feels certain
that he will be drafted into the service this fall. He spent his four
or five days at the Exhibition examining the automobiles on display.:
Source also learned from him that he has e cousin in either North or
South Dakota.

3. Vairis told Source the following joke--"There were two men
sitting in a street car. One man turned to the other. man and said -
‘What is the difference between the earth and sputnik.’ The other man
replied - 'I don’t know. What is the difference.’ To which the answer
is ‘On a sputnik a dog dies, on earth a dog lives.'"
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k., Source assesses Vairis as being extremely nationalistic and
assesses the father as being extremely anti-Communist. For example,
the father commented to Source that if he had at least one chance in
a hundred he would atiempt to take a boat and escape to Sweden or any
other place he could, but he feels that he would stand no chance of

_escaping,
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ATTACHMENT “F"
. SUBJECT: Vilnis NOLLENDERS

1. Source received a call from NOLLENDERS at her hotel. He
asked her to meet him at the "Balticen"” which is a so-called Latvian
Literary Club, but in reality is a Latvien fraternity. Although she
did not go to meet with him a’c the "Balticen", ahe met him later on
8t the Exhibitiom - o

2. ‘Subject is & bright, happ«y -go-lucky young man'who receives
- some subsistence from the Soviet Government, engages in black ma.rket :
activities » and also works pm-t:.me unloading fruit..

3. Subject wanted to buy a pair of shoes. He d1d not know his
size, but he was approximately 6° 3" tall. Source kmew of a guide who
wanted to sell his, so she acted as a middle men in the transaction,.

L, NKNCOLLENDERS is planning om a career as a writer and a.ttends
‘the University of Moscow. He would very much like to get out of the
Soviet Union. He saw Source off at the airport in Moscow when she left
for the United States.

5. He imtroduced Source to K. E. SKUDNIEKS.
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ATTACHMERT “g"
SUBJECT: K. E. SKUDNIEKS

1. SKUDRIEKS was introduced to Source by Vilnis NOLLENDERS,

2. Source brought NOLLENDERS and SKUDNIEKS both to her room at
the hotel where SKUDNIEKS read her some of his poetry. Although the
poetry was anti-Russian and sometimes anti-Communist by nature, he
‘was apparently not afraid to read it to her. Source offered to carry
his poetry out to the West and try to get it published. He refused
to do this since he said it could not be published under h:ls om
name. He told Source wti@ommmist Jjokes.

3. SKUDNIEKS appeared to be quite bitter over the fact that his
parents live in the United States where his father is an American
- Journalist. SKUDNIEKS apparently feels somewha.t deserted. - '

‘b. SKUDNIEKS is approximately 22 or 23 years of age, 5' T",
slight build, very blond bair, a few vieible gold teeth and has a light
complexion. . _

5. John WOLFE, another guide at the fair, became quite fr:l.endly
with SKUDNIEKS. Source arranged for John WOLFE and Kirk COMMONS,
(another guide at the feir) to steal the Encyclopedia Britennica.
Source; COMMONS and WOLFE packed the encyclopedies in cardboard boxes
and carried tvhem on the bus going to the hotel from the feir. This '
in itself wes rather unususl. It was even more unusual when they got
off the bus haelf way to the hotel. They turned over the camplete set
of encyclopedias to SKUDNIEKS. It wes Source's feelings that since the
Boviets were stealing all the books in sight, she might as well see
they got into the hends of a student who would not only use them himself
but would share them with other right-minded students.

6, SKUDNIEKS address is--K.E. SKUDNIEKS, Moscow K-9, Genmersl
Delivery. (DO Vostrebovaniya Moskva K-9.)
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ATTACHMENT "H"

SUBJECT: Uldis MATVEJS

"1, Source met MATVEJS at the U.S. Exhibition where she spoke
to hi#t £6r epproximately 15 or 20 minutes. He was extremely anti-
Communist and volunteered to do anything that she wanted him to do.
He claimed to know every road, street and alley in Moscow.

2. Subject had sﬁent 10 years in Vorkuta. He offered to help

anyone who needed help who came from the West. He had been in jail

in Moscow and had worked as & prisoner in and around Moscow.

'3. Source received a letter from E-LA.'IVT:':JS a.nd provided the
undersigned with a photograph of MATVEJS.

)
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ATTACHMENT "1"
SUBJECT: Oldis KALEJS - Professor R. V. KALWINS

1. KALEJS is & student studying architecture at the University o
of Riga. He is six feet tall, 150 to 155 pounds, vears glasses, is
slight of build and has a small fece.

2. KALEJS was on two weeks leave from Riga. To enter the
University of Riga, he joined the Komsomol. He is at the present
trying to mske good grades and is studying French in the hopes of
being sent to France or some other place in the West, where he might
defect.,

3. KALEJS dogged Source’s steps while she was in Riga. He was
questioned by the police after waiting for her for & long period of :
time, in front of her hotel. He told Source that all of her surveillants
in Riga would be carrying folded newvspapers. ‘She later observed this
to be true. ~ :

k. At one point; KALEJS asked Source how he could defect once he
was out. He 4id not know whether he should go to the French police or
to the American Embassy. He was told by Source that she could not help
him since she herself did not kuow what the correct procedure would be.

- 5. Subject is also studying English as well. His morther is in poor
. health at present. He is willing to do anything that he possibly can
£6 get to the West. '

6. Source met Professor R. V. KALNINS in Riga. She was told by’
KALNINS that KALEJS was a student in one of his classes. He teaches
architecture at the University. He asked Source for the phone number
of the Australian Embassy in Moscow. He requested her to send money
to his brother in Australia, He also warned Source to stay away from
KALEJS who, he said, was a Commmist.

T+ KALNINS® addrese is Riga, Krosnoarneyskaya 28; Dom 28, Riga,
anti-Communist approximately 55 years old.

8. KALEJS has an aunt who lives in San Francisco by the name of
Ina SULCS, 2201 Derby Street, Berkeley 5, California. .
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ATTACEMENT "J"
SUBJECT: REDSKIN Trip to Riga.

1. Vera GARTHOFF, John Reed THOMAS, and Source wemt to visit
"Riga. Mrs. GARTHOFF simply went to see her home im Riga, attended
'an opera, and then réturned to Moscow.

2. There vere only two other passengers on the pla.ne with
GARTHOFF, THOMAS and Source. Their regular flight had been cancelled.
They were put on a mail plane which was flying to Riga from Moscow.

3. After they landed at the Riga airport, Source noticed three
men vho were watching them as they walked to the office. These same
" three men Source later noticed were part of her surveillance in Riga.
The party went to the Riga Hotel in a plain car.

4. At the hotel, they showed their In-tourist papers and a Latvian
clerk called someone to come down from upstairs. This proved to be a
woman interpreter. They were taken into an office where the In-Tourist
guide turned out to be very rude to all th.ree.

_ 5. In the hotel resta.ura.n‘b they vere permitted to sit. only at
eertaln ta.bles.,

6.. The day after Source arrived in Rige, she went to a small
store around the corner and called her cousin. She told her cousin to
call Gunars ASTRA and tell him that she had errived in Riga.

T Source actually bas two cousins in R:Lga. These are identicsl
twins Nani.ja and Jenis SMIDRIS, Kaunlja is & telephone operator. During
the course of her converse.tions with Ne.nija., HFanija told her that she
should be extremely ceutious in the use of her telephone at her hotel
since all calls coming from 'l:he hotel are recorded. Aleo all incoming
and outgoing for@ calls ere recorded. Nani.ja, SM}]JRIS further told

‘Source that the listening post for the te;ephone calls to and from the
_hotel ig located in the cellar below the bookshop across the street from
the Hotel Riga.

8 Janls SMIDRIS lives at 75 Jauna Yallae, Majori, Law:.ae He is
a fisherman, 31 years of age 5° 8", 180 pounds. Source prmrided the
undersigned with photographs of both her cousins, dJenis SMIDRIS has
recently been merried and Naniga is s‘w 11 smg]e.

9. Source met Paulls LEMANIS who is a good friend of Janis SMIDRIS.
LEMANIS comes from Riga, is a former Latvian legionnaire, close to Lo
and unmarried. He knew Source 8 f‘ather qLice well,

P
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'~ 10. Janis works on a fishing boat with Russians. Source does
not know exactly what he does. She says that he is very anti-Commmist
and Nanija is very anti-Commnist. Both the cousins want to defect
to the West, They both speak Latvian, Russian and some German.

11. Source fecls that efther one would trust any non-Latvian that
comes to them mentioning Source's name. A Latvian would need very
~ strong proof that he actually does know Source.

12, -Source went to visit in Majori. She took a cab from Riga.
The cab driver was one of the few people she could not tell was Russian
or Latvian. She noticed that the cab was being surveilled. She spoke:
for a few minutes to the cab driver telling him that she was an American
¢itizen and showed him her passport. He t0ld her that he was a Latvian.
At this point she mentioned that they were being followed and he replied
. that they had been ever since they had left the hotel. She asked whether
it was possible to lose the surveillance and he said "Jjust sit back
aend relax.” He then proceeded to lose the surveillance very rapidly.
When they arrived at her céusin's house in Majori, she found that the
. surveillance was there before ahe was and was waiting on the. corner
vwhen she arrived.

13. At her cousin Janis SMIDRIS® house in Majori, she found Cunars
ASTRA and her cousin. One of the interesting things that she noticed
at her cousin’s house was the fect that Gunars ASTRA did not trust
her relatives and her relatives did not trust Gunars ASTRA. Both,
however, trusted her. Her comment was that there are small groups and
~eliques in Riga. Within each group and within each clique people
trust each other but the groups do not trust one another. After the
party, she went back to her hotel by tvain, and noticed that she was
: being followed by the same man that was outside her cousin' 8 home,

1%, The SMIDRIS twins have a brother in Sweden. His neme is
Sterman E, SMIDRIS, Stomans Institute, Stockhclm, Sweden.
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ATTACHMENT “K"
SUBJECT: Alfons DUKS

l. DUKS is Latvia's tennis champion. He received his degree
in enginecering. He is anti-Communist and anti-Russian and openly
expressed this to Source. Source met DUKS through her cousin Janis
SMIDRIS vhose wife" 18 HJKS sister. _

2. DUKS does not smoke and appears to have a good moral character.
She believes that he would risk his life on behalf of the West because
of his hatred of the Soviets. He specifically requested Source to
agitate for war to free Latvia.

3. DUKS has a very nice apartment. He earns a good salary, and
lives with his wife and mother-in-law. His apartment 1s located at
101 Revolutsia iela, Riga, Apartment #3. She can contact him at any
time through her cousin, Janis SMIDRIS. Source felt that if we were
looking for someone reliable, who had common sense and a good education
that DUKS should be considered since he was willing to work. He
practices tennis frequently because he wants to go abroad. In particular
he would like to visit Englend to get as he said "a"breath of fresh air.”
He feels that he never can go to a Western country, because he 1s not
a Commnist and he has no children to leave behind him as hostages. He
lives well. His wife, however, is very much afraid and was always
cautioning DUKS to not talk quite so much or quite so loudly.

L. DUKS 1s 27 or 28 years old, 5' 10" to 5° 11", 170 pounds,

reddish-blond hair. He has a wide face, a reddish complexion and blue :
eyes. _ o
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] ‘ ATTACHMENT “L"
SURTECT: Janis SKENDERIS

1. Before Source left the United Stetes, she was contacted by
RARACS who is the editor of Leiks Maganzine ypublished in New York
City.A SKENDERIS is RABACS' brother-in~law. Source visited
SKENDERTS in Latvie during her visib.

2. SKEUDERIS married a physicien two or three years aog. He is
about 42 years old, 5° 9", 185 pounds, heavy-build, and is very blend.
He is a graduate engineer from the University of Riga. He also
served as an officer in the Letvien Legion. Since the war he has
been in Siberia having returned only scveral ycars 8g0.

'

3. SKEWDERIS is a very cubt-spoken individual. He has recently
completed a nice new house located just outside of Riga. He claims
‘that he has built this house by stealing the materials and selling
on the black market. He claims that the Soviets cannot do snything to
him they have not done beforée. '

4. SKENDERIS arranged for Source and John ”HOMAS to see the city
by using two automobiles to lose the surveillance that THOMAS and Source
hagd..

5; SKENDERIS mentioned that 30,000 new Rusgians a moath are
registering in Riga.

6. SKENDERIS is aunti-Comwmnist ard anti-Russisn. He was in charge
of putting in the electvic wirirng in the new Riga Hotel. He claimed
that he had to give kick-backs because he could nct do all the work
himself., The Hotel Riga tock eleven years o build and SKENDERIS
said all the rooms in the hotel coutain listening devices.
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ATTACHMENT "M"
SUBJECT: Soviet Provocation

1. PEarly in her stay in Moscow, Scurce was walking thiough
a park near the American Exhibition. She was lost and stopped a
young student who was elso walking im the pari and asked him for
directicns. They started a conversetion and he told her that he was
a medical student. Since she spoke fluent Russian, they got along
quite well and the medicel student ssked her for a date. That
evening he showed up with a friend of his who was gbout 35 years
0ld, quite handsome, but had a cold face, and cold eyes. Source
was suspicious of him from the very beginning. This new stranger
took charge of everything. He was introduced to Scurce as being
Nikolai Grigoryevitch CHERNYSHEV. He was approximately 5° il",
weighed 165 to 170 pounds, medium build, sandy hair, receding hair
line, wide forechead, merrow face, and very blue cyes. As Saurce
described it, he had a penetrating geze. He had a few gold or silver
teeth in his mouth. -

2. CHERNYSHEV took charge of the evening. He claimed to be an
engireer ond a teacher. FHe had a great desl of money to sperd.
CHERNYSHEV met ber three or four times end esch time insisted that she
drink copicus amounts of liguor.

3. One evening wvhen CHERNYSHEV thought that Source had had a
great deal to drink, he started asking her vwho her close friecuds wvere
among the guides. Among others she told him that John R. THOMAS was.
CHERNYSHEV preceeded to cell her practlcally every night for the mext
week: She had become rabther suspicious of hiwm and had spoken to
.THOMAS and to the Exhibition security man., He told her not to see
' CHERNYSHEV apny more. When CHERFYSHEV called the mex’ worniang she
told him that she hed received orders not to see him any wore, He
told her “That's okay, we can meet around the cormer.” He continued
to ¢ell. gShe noticed shortly thereafter that she was under rather
close gurveillance. The next Uime CHERNWYSHEV called she tole him
"Get those people off my back.” He lesughed and said, "What makes you
think I can.” Al this point she told him in no uncertain terms and
did not hear from him egain. Shortly thereafier her surveillance
appeared to lighten up. '

S=E~C-R~E~T i
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ATTACHMENT “N"
SUBRJECT: Leons RIETERS
Source hed heard of RIETERS both in Moscow and in Riga. The
people that mentioned him to Source said that he got a job as a
conductor, apbroxima‘tely 10,000 rubles, and en apartment. Several

people quoted to her that all returneés get these things gilven to

them. The local Latvians regard him as insane. All people that

she spoke to about these Latvians, suggested that she teil people

not to repatriate.
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S~E~C-R-E-T
ATTACHMENT “0"
_ SUBJECT: Dr. Lilia SEICS _ ,. - o

: 1. Dr. SEICS is a dentist who practices in Stiriveri a small o ;

town approximately 80 kilometers from Riga. Dr. SEICS knew Source's
parents very well and was brought up only about a mile away from
Stiriveri. Dr. SEICS came to Moscow with her daughter Aina or Anni,
She also has a son who is a physics student. _

2. Dr. SEICS was a very scared woman. She told Source that
she kept a retired conductor of the Bolsholi Theater im her home who
also had an apartwment in Moscow. While in Moscow, Dr. SEICS stayed
in his apartment. This apartment was across from the American - '
Embassy. Dr. SEICS claims thet this unnamed retired Bolshoi conductor
.18 & drunkard who does mot live with his present wife.

1o ik bl 48

3. Dr. SEICS is anti-Soviet and enti-Commmnist. She has not
regretted not having left Latvia. She believes that her children
have been brought up as true Latvians, not &s "half Americans.”

Dr. SEICS is an extremely nationalistic person.

: 1, Dr. SEICS told Scurce how the Communiets try to bring out all
the indecent immoral things in people. She is worried about the fact
that the Soviets are bringing in a low culture Lo Latvia. She said
:lt is difficult for cultured Latviens to accept Ru.ssiflcatmn.

5. Ooncerning her dental practice, Dr. SEICS sa:n.d ‘cha.t she has
no decem; materiel with which to work.

. 6. Dr. SEICS said ‘that many Latvian teet‘n are ruined at this point
_because of faulty diet.
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ATTACHMERNT "P"
. SUBJECT: Jsnis KRUMINS

1. Janis KRUMINS is one of the star Soviet Basketball players.
He is from Latvia. Source described him as a giant, absolutely
tremendous in height, but she 1s unsble to estimate his exact height.
She says his hands are like "hams." She described him as being a
very cautious individual. At one point Source overheard the malicious
saying as KRUMINS passed: '"That's our star basketball player that
helped beat the Americans in South America."

2. Source was invited to watch the Soviet basketball game that ' T
was being played in a small suburb of Moscow. She purchased flowers .
and went out to see the game. After the game, she wanted to meet. ‘ 3
some Latvians and present the flowers to them. She overheard Latvian
being spoken and approached the group and asked in Latvian where the
" players were. She was offered a ride to the hotel where the basketball
players were steying. In the car were three men who spoke Latvian. - :
She entered the lobby of the hotel and met two girls whom she had -
previousiy met in Moscow who were basketball players. One was the A
captain of the team, whogse name is Mirdza JONANS. Source described
Mirdze as a fearless type who is not afraid of talking. Source gave’
her stacks of tickets to be distributed to the Latvians that she knew.
Mirdza took Source dowa to dinner at the table vhere the team was eating.
_ ‘I‘he girls talked mostly of food. There vere no green vegetables,
no fruit, just breadballs in grease, hamburger sauce, kafir, cottage
. .cheese, ete. The Latvian girls vere all complaining about the food.
‘They called it "junk." After dinner, the girls introduced her to the
various othermembers of the team, Soviets included, and it vwas there
that she met many of the Latvidn playera that she later contacted in
the United States. The hotel turned out to be the sportsmens clinmic.
It was a wonderful place in ‘which to meet because many people came
and went, This was suge,ested %o her by the Latvian girls.

‘ 3. The girls spoke of their hatred for the uOViEtS and Source later ;
'_',‘1earned that the following day the bosses of the team tried to find out ;
_ who had invited the Source. One of the reasons that they were upset

because the Source was there was the following in¢ident. At one point

Source went to the toilet. She was teken there snd it was in her opinion oune

of the dirti_est ’ filthiest ple,ces she has ever seen. The Soviet bosses :
specifically asked how did Source get to the toileh, who took her there,

and this apparently is u,he thiﬂp ’cha.tupset Lhe Soviets the- most .,
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ATTACHMENT "Q"
SURJECT: HJaras JANSONS

L. JANSO}S is the second rank Latvian tennis star. He was
introduced to Source by Alfons DUKS. Source refers to him as
"pretty boy." He is approximately 27 years old and a playboy.

, 2. Source saw him in Riga and he accompanied her gt one time
when they went out with Source’s cousins and others. Source described
him as being a very handsame, but stupid guy.

3. At one point, JARSONS "propositioned” Source. She claims
to have stood him up. ‘ '
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ATTACHMENT "R"
SUBJECT: Gunars BRUFAVS

1. BRURAVS approached Source at the Exhibition.. He asked her o
if he could talk to her for a few minutes and appeared to be quite i
‘Hervous. He requested her to meet him outside of the Exhibition. i
She met him several hours later in a nearby park.

2. BRUNAVS sppears to be a Latvian who has a peasant face, yet
is quite well-educated. He was extremely nervous and his hands shook
throughout the meeting with Source. He kept checking around for
surveillance and for people who might be listening to their conversation.
He agked Source if she would be willing to discuss conditions in
Latvia and she agreed.

3. He told her that he had been in the Vorkuta Slave Labor Camp
in the Soviet Uniocn for a number of years. Also present at Vorkuta
with him was a very close friend who held the rank of Lt. Col. in the
Latvian Army. Both of them were in Vorkuta during the period of the
uprising. BRUFAVS claimed that a ‘Polish Lt. Col. was the brains
behind the uprising. This Polish Lt. Col. was later shot. The Latvian
Lt. Col. vho was & friend of his was a physician and had written a
manuscript concerning the Vorkuta uprising and thought that this
manugseript might be of some luterest in the West,

i, At this point, BRUNAVS said he did not think they should talk
anymore and he asked that she meet him that evening. Source had told
him that the Soviets were probably checking on various people that the
guides were talking to and this excited him even further, but she said
that they could meet that night in the park and if they were cautious,
probably it would be all right.

5. That night she met him in the park again. They walked and
talked for seversl hours, She had not trusted BRUNAVS in the beginning
end she tocld him so. EHe showed her his Vorkuta passport and told her
that if she ever saw anything like that again to trust the bearer. He
said that he would attempt to get the manuscript to her vhen she visited
Riga.

6, BRUNAVS end Source made plans to meet on T October in frout
of the Opers House in Rigan et 1900 hours. The alternste would be the

next evening at the sane i‘.imeq He &id not show up and she never heard
from him again. '
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7. During the course of their conversation, he %old Source that
in Riga he was a part of a small band of people vho could make Source
disappeaxr and get the manuscript to her, and if necessary help her
get the manuscript out. He said that thie small band knew the Riga
- area extremely well and could get many things done that ordiparily
could not be done.

8. Since Dr. SEICS (the woman dentist that Source had previously
wet) and BRUNAVS were leaving at the same time, she met the two at
the trein station in Moscow and 1ntroduced them to each other.

9. Dr. SEICS and BRUNAVS exchanged addresses aund the three of
them talked together for some time. At some later point, Dr. SEICS
told Source that she trusted him. The two, Dr. SEICS and BRUNAVS,

- went to board the train together.

10. BRUNAVS was bitter abbut the Latvians as a people. He said
that the resistance could have lested much longer than 1956, but that
drinking, women, poor judgement, and poor planning had led to its
downfall. He sald thet ome of the last of the resistance groups
was arresﬁed in 1952 in the Kurzeme asrea.

11. ERURAVS had mentioned the nsme of one of these last people
to be arrested in the Kurzeme area but Source has since forgotiten the
neme, Source did remember, however, that Wilma BRIEDIS was this man’s
. ecimmon ].aw wife. BRUNAVS was furious at this man because he had
, neglected to lock after the security of the peop]e who were working
for him, BRUNAVS elaims that it wes his desire to play Little Caesar
that 1ead to the dmmfa]l of scme of the resistame groups .

12. BRUNAVS commented that there were still people in Latvia who
had been deported, who would do anything aga..nat the Soviets, He went
on to sa.y that he and some of his friends meet from time to time

13. BRURAVS impressed Source as being an extremely seriocus and
well educated persom. He is approximately 3k to 36 ysars old, 5¢ 8",
180 to 190 pounds, big bonmed, light brown heir, grey eyes, broad face,
and still had almost all of his bair.

14, BRUNAVS works st the Popov Redio Factory. He said that there
are very few Russians et the factory. He employed as an engineer there
at the preseat time. He appeers te Source to be anti-Soviet amd enti-
Communist,
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15. BRUNAVS cleims that he has heard some rumors about
crganized resistance groups. He commented that it would be
extremely difficult to organize resistance groups, because the
individual Latvians do not trust each other at this poimt. The
Latvians and specifically BRUFAVS himself admire the Estonians
vho stick together. He calls the Latvisns apple-polishers. He
elso claims that after the Hungarian uprising resistance activities
éropped off to practically nothing.
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S-E-G-R-E-T
ATTACHMENT “'S"
SUBJECT: Victors LORENCS and Gunars PIESIS

1. Both Subjects are Latvian drama students in Moscow. They
waited to see Source at her hotel. LOREKNCS played a German in a
Sholokov anti-German film. She talked to the two for about an hour.

2. Source feels she cannot really evaluaste these two people.
They claim to have been afraid to wait for her too long because
they did not want to be queastioned by the police.

3. The two drama students said that they were planning on
writing a script on the life of an exile and they were trying to get
first hand information from her. In the course of an hour, she
certainly could not give them very much information. They offered
to take her and THOMAS to Mosfilm but this never materialized.
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ATTACHMENT "7

SUBJECT: Mara end Ilza FEDERE.

1. Source met Mara and Ilza FEDERE (two sisters from Latvia)
in Moscow. They were on their way from Latvia to Tashkent to
attend the bicycle races in Tashkent. They had stopped off in Moscow
to visit the Exhibition and there they met Source. Source learned
from them that they had been in Pilsen at the end of World War II
and wvere sent back to lLatvia from Pilsen. The girls are from a
"good family." They are approximately 19 or 20 years old, and are
ecquainted with SKEMDERIS. Their father died fighting against the
Russians.

2. They helped Source distribute tickets to Latvians in Moscow
for the American Exhibition. At ope point Ilza FEDERE vas stopped by
the militia and questioned.

3. Both these girls are extremely anti-Russian and thanked
Source profusely for the Exhibition. Source mentioned that ome of
the girls' goals was to get imto a crowd of Russians at the American
Exhibition and be able to elbow and jostle the Russians.

4. Photographs of these girls are attached, and Source says
she has the addresses of the girls, but wes unable to locate the
adéresses at the time of this debriefing.
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ATTACHMENT "O%
SUBJECT: Non-Communist Meetings

1. Gunars BRUNAVS was one of the few people who told Source that
he and several of his friends meet from time to time. He described
the several friends as old inmates of the Verkuia Slave Labor Caump,
and claims that this group can do a great many things in Riga, which
other people could not. For example, he told Source that he could
make her disappear for any length of time and he could ald her in
smuggling out the manuscript that he discussed with her.

2. Only small groups of people get together. Only the people
within a small group will trust each other. This is true at all levels.
One group will not necessarily trust another group. An example of this
is when Source attended & small party at her cousin’s house where the
group as a whole sang nationalistic songs and toasted the United States,
one of the guests Gunars ASTRA felt that he 4id not know whether he
trusted her cousins, and her cousins in turn did not kaow whether they
trusted ASTRA.

3. The latvians in Moscow felt much.freer tc tallt there than they
did back in Riga. They only talked in Latvian and felt that they would
not be understood. In Moscow they would walk in the sireet and digecuss
anti-Coomunist and anti-Russian matters with a certain degree of freedom.

k., One of the jokes overheard by the Source, concerned the followings
When e EYpsy was agked what he was golng to do vhen the borders of the
Soviet Union vere opened up, he replied, "I'm going to climb a tree so
I wvon’t be trampled in the rush.” :

5. The gypsies are persec'uted, rounded up, and many times shot,
because they do not work and they eat focd that they haven't earned.
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ATTACHMENT “U"

SUBJECT: Latvian Exile Groups

1. Source claims that the Latvians do not kaow much concerning
the emigres and that they do not know whether or not the emigres are
working for their liberation or not. She felt that many of them had
their own theories sbout it, but these theories were not passed on
to her. She alsc explained to the interviewer that most of the
Latvians have emigre relatives living in the West and they can keep
in touch that way and keep abreat with what is going on.

2., Tae thing that appealed most to the Latviens who 1lived in
Latvia 1s receiving packages from their relatives in the West.

3. The people who are living in Latvie at the present time
are very much interested in the activity, particularly in the freedom
activity of the Soviet exiles. They are not yet informed, according
to the Source end the only method they have of knowing what is going
on is through personal letters.

- 4, Source felt that the people did not know the names and
programs of the Latvian exile groups.

S-E-C-R-E-T
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S<E-~CeR-E-T
ATTACHMENT “'O"
SUBJECT: Religion and Churches

1. Church services are held for baptisms, funerals and
confirmations.

2. Older people primarily go to church. Source 4id rot meet
anyone yocunger than 25 years old who believed in Gecd. There is
a great deal of religious literature flcating around Latvia and the
Soviet Union. It is very noticeable that the majority of the young
people even though they may be anti-Soviet and anti-Communist hsve
no belief in God.

3. - The clergy in Latvia subsist on the donations and contributions
given to them by their church members. There is no state support for
them. Church upkeep and repair must be taken out of contributions
given locally.

k., No religious training is given in schools but rather .
schools give a great deal of anti-religious training. The only religious
treining that Source heard of was given in some homes by older people.

5. Most of the people that Source spoke to are Lutheran,

S-E-C-R-E-T

o bk A Letibetnthets | 4 o

€ il SRR L B M B 6 b .



S-E-Q«R-E-T
ATTACHMENT "U"
SUBJECT: Ways of Liberation

1. Most Latvians fervently believe that Latvia will be
liverated from Soviet occcupetion. They thrive on this hope and
sappear to be terribly disappolnted when told that the United States
is seeking ways of peace. It appeared to Source that most people
in Latvia were grasping for straws.

2. HMost Latvians do not believe that liberation will come
thirough sny anti-Commnist revolution nor do they believe it will
cone through a process of evolution. The Latvian people felt extremely
let down by the West at the time of the Hungarian Revolution. They
believe that the Russians are very happy and they point out that the
- better the Soviets live the happier they are. As far a3 the latvians
are concerned, theilr caly hope eppears to be World War III.

" 3. The majority of péopie that Source spoke to believed -that
war is the’ only realistic possibility to liberate Latvia from chiet
occupation, -

: L, Although the Latvians realize what would happen to them and
to the entire Baltic area in case of atomic war, they helleve thet the
“life they are living now is no life at all and they might as well be
db1iterated, Source mentioned that these comments were made by
intelligenc people. Concerning atomic warfare, Gunars ASTRA told
John Reed THOMAS that he was taugbt in the Soviet Army that Soviet
espionage was so good that they would know several seconds before

the United States drops eny atomic bomb and would destroy the United
States first° ASTRA went on to say tbat shelters were presently being
dug in Riga and took THOMAS to see these shelbers. When asked about
differences of opinion between the youth and the older generation
regarding the alternative to continue living indefinitely under Soviet
occcupation or taking the risk of stomic war, Source said that the
younger people vere studylng very herd in the technical and sc1entif1c
field and ignoring the social studies. She believes that the older
people are more for an imnedinte war than are the younger people.
Source went on to point out that the youth is studylng hord in Latvia
Just to be eble to leave Latvia for a little while.

5. In the event of war Source believes that becavse of the hatred
of the Russians, everyone from 20 years old and up, and even below the
age of 20 years, would definitely offer very sctive resistence to the
regime.
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ATTACHMENT "U"

SUBJECT: The Futwre Latvia

A 1. Source did not overhear any discussions nor does she believe
that the topic of the future form of govermment of Latvia as well as
the Constitution of the new Latvia is belng discussed at the present
time. She believes that they sre not discussing this because of the
remote possibility of s free Latvia. She sald that only in the West
do they think of the future form of government or constitution--not
in Latvia. The Latvians she says concern themselves only with
getting the Russians out of the country.

2. When asked sbhout the relationship with a free and non-Comminist
Russia, Source said that eny sort’ of relationship would be impossible
because of the Latvian hatred of the Russians. She calls this en
inmpersonal and 1rrational blind hatred. She feels that most of the
people in Latvia make no distinctions betwveen Communists or non-
Communists, but hate Russlans.
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S<E-C-R-E-T
ATTACHMENT "u¥
SUBJECT: Underground and Resistance

1. Source believes there are no loager any guerilla groups
operating in the woods. The last ones that she heard about were
captured in 1956.

2. Source did rot hear of any acts of sabotage in tramsportation,
factory or kolkhozes.

3. Concerning moderate or cauticus resistance being useful or
harmful, Source could not answer the question specifically but
commented that it wauld be a very difficult decision for a family
m2n to make whether he should be involved in any form of resistance.

. k., Source believes that: the Latvians would not cooperate with
other nationals including Russien opposition to strengthen their
front with general anti-Communist resistance. She believes that they
would not because of their mistrust and hatred of the Russgians.
Source commented also that they might be overlocking e very important
factor, but her guess would be that they would rot cooperate.

5. Source felt that Latvians would distribute anti-Communist
literature in the Russian language among the occupants apd went on
to give the following exemples; BRUNAVS, SKENDERIS, Uldis KALEJS,
Mirdza JONANS,
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ATTACHMENT "U"
SUBJECT: Commmist Organizations |

1. Not all party members are traitors in the opinion of the -
netionalist-minded Latvians. For example, BERKLAVS was a Communist,
but 1s not considered a traitor. The Letvians differentiate
between the real Communists on one hand and Latvian nationalilsts
with party membership eards on the other.

. 2. By using party membershin cards as camouflage Source
believed that Latvian patriots can help the Latvian natiopal cause.
As an example, she cited BERKLAVS. She did go on to_say, however,
.that these people are not appreciated for the things that they ave
attempting to do.

3. Most Latvians consider that young people joining the '
Komsomol to be admitted to universities and other schools are harmless.
They regard the Komsomol as very innocucus organization and feel that
the youth must belong to this in order to get e job and to further
their owva careers. Most of the youth Jjoin this organizetion in name
only. Gunars ASTRA asked some of the youth who were applying for jobs
‘8% the VEF factory about the rules and regulations of the Komsomol
‘and found that they did not even know this slight information which -
they should ha.ve known about the or@nizatlozx.,

L, Although Source felt that rationalist tendepcies is evident
among Komsmnol mem‘oers ’ she could not explain why o
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ATTACHMENT “U"

SUBJECT: Defections.

1. A great .msny people certainly think of defecting from Latvia,
however, the physical obstacles of a physical defection are almost
insurmountable. A number of Latvians are unwilling to give up their
fanmily life. They think about defec*ting, but do not defect.

. 2. Probadbly the ma,jor obstacle preventing defection is the
physical impossibility of getting out of Latvia. Those people who
were able to prove German descent were lucky and were sble to get out.
A sports group which attempted to travel legally to Estonia were stopped
five times in going from Latvia to Estonia. These individuals had to -
submit 24 pilctures of themselwves plus many forms. They were finally
stopped at the border because they did not have a red fleg flying
fron the car. Instead they finally raised a red pillow case. Even
these people were gsearched several times. It was extremely difficult
for this group to get permission to travel. They started working on
the problem of exi.ting from Latvia to: Eatonia three full months ahead
of ‘time. _

3. Certainly many Latvians would defect to the West if they were
alloved to go abroad as tourists. People are not afraid to flee Latvia
. because of the uncertainty of living conditions and political asylum
in the West, but rather they are afraid of being caught by the Soviets.

k., Source believes that Western propag_ande. should not inform
the lLatvians at hdme about the prospects for defectors to the West,;
because too many people would be killed or caught in coming out. Source
feels it would indw::e defection and this would probably be bad. t

5¢ Source does not know whether there were any reprisals against
relatives or friends of defectors who helped the anti-Communist cause _
of the Wedgt, = -

6. If emigration become legal, a great many people would t.ry to
leave Latvia for the West, -
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ATTACHMENT "'U"

SUBJECT: Radio

1. Subject's comments concerning varicus propaganda problems
wvere of necessity im broad terms, since she was not briefed before-
hand and she did not ask specific questions. Her comments are,
therefore, broad and sometimes very general.

2. Many people expressed the opinion that VOA contains entirely
too much religion in their broadcasts. This was even told to her by
many of the older people. Very few of the Latvian youth believe in
God. Most often she heard that they want to hear facts end news.
Comrentaries and analysis were not as valuable as the facts and the
news themselves. They would like to hear more gbout life in the
United States. Several people asked her why the United States and the
Western powers broadcasted at all, since neither the United States nor
the other Western powers would help them if they needed help, and quoted
as an example the Hungarian uprising. One persom told her "I don't
really know whom I hate the most, the United States or the Russisns--
the United States for not helping the Hungarians, or the Soviets for
being our masters.

3. Some people listen clandestinely to the broadcasts and some
keep taperecorders handy to tape the music. Gunars ASTRA mentioned
to her that some people are putting a gadget om their radio to stop
the jamning. He said that it was very expensive, but quite successful.,

4, The loecal populace calls Jemming "saw." ' It apparently
sounds like a saw being rum over a file.

5-E-C-R-E-T

b ik b tidaiond -

P N PRI TVE F RS



bt
[—

 §-B-C~R-E-T
ATTACHMENT "U"
SUBJECT: Mail and Publications

1. Subject did not kmow anyone who had ever received anti-
Communist letters through the mail. Neither has she met anyone
who hae ever seen the Latvian newspaper Laiks. She never heard
of anyone who received anti-Communist letters or periodicals.

2. In Riga, it is not possible to buy the msgazine Amerikas;
however, it is being smuggled in and 1t can be bought on the black
market. Oceasfonally it is received by the local library. One
boy that she met has a friend who is a librariam at Cina and he
manages to see the magazine regularlJ there.

J.  The magazines which sre most appreciated are Poguldr
Science, Popular Mechanics and magazines showing technical progress.

"b. A supposedly true story, which is making the rounds in
Latvia concerns an elderly Latvian woman who died in the United States
ard expressed in her dying breath that her only wish was to be buried
in Latvian soil. Her relatives had her cremated and attempted to
mail her ashes to Latvia to be buried there. United States postal
authorities would not sccept the package for mailipg. Her ashes
were put into a packege of flour and sent to Latvia and a letter
explaining what had been done was then sent at the ceme time. The
flour arrived and was used to make pancakes, bread and cake. The
letter explaining sbout the ashes being put into the flour did not
arrive until several weeks afiter the resultant product had been eaten.

5. It is rumored that all incoming mail is photographed.

6. Further rumor concerns the fact that when leaving Riga,
people warned her definitely not to teke anything out of Riga that
she was not supposed to, because of the body and luggage search. She
commented that neither was her luggage searched, .nor her body.

T. Rumor has it that Elza ZEBRANSKA was searched. Other rumors

cencern the fact that things are much freer and better than in Stalin’s
‘time.
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ATTACHMENT "U"
SUBJECT: Students

1. Concerning students there is apparently a great deal of
student dissatisfaction. Some Latvians send their children to Soviet
schools, but most Latvians prefer to send their children to Latvian
schools.

2. Source understands that from grade school up, the Latvian
children get into fights with the Soviet children and this continues
on through highschool and into college. It is apparent to a Latvian
visitor that there is a great deal of hatred between the Latvians and
the Soviets and this can be sensed, for exasmple, even on a street car.

3. The Soviets did promulgate some reprisals against the
students who participated in the Yale Choir singing episode.

' 4., In the Russian schools the main langusge is Russian. In the
Latvian schools the Latvians are allowed to use the Latvian language,
but Russian is the first foreign language taught. Concerning foreign
students, or Latvian students studying in foreign areas, Source heard

of Janis ABOLINSCH. The comments in Latvie, concerning Janis ABOLINSCH,
were that he was an extremely lucky boy. In the U.S. Source heard

that Latvian emigres doc not trust ABCLINSCH, simce im order to come %o
the United States he must be politically reliable according to the regime.

5. Subject comrented at one poimt that the hatred the Latvians.
have for the Soviets is one based om nationalism rather than on a
political differemce. This is the reason that the comments that are
made by her are often divided by anti-Soviet versus anti-Communist.

6. Latvian students in Mosecow are foremost Latvians. They

separate themselves from the Russians and they comsider the Russians
as stupid, uncultured, etc. :
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ATTACHMENT "U"
SUBJECT: Literature and Art

1. Source met several Latvian intellectuals;.for example, SKENDERIS
and his wife who are definitely anti-Soviet and anti-Communist.

2. A Latvian writer living in the West, who has recently had one of i
his novels published in Latvia is Anslavs EGLITIS. The Latvians are ]
officielly printing one of his travelogue novels dealing with his travels
in the United States. He is the only asuthor and his book is the only 3
one thet Source heard has been published in Latvia by an exile. EGLITIS
is recognized by many Latvians as being an extremely good author. While
in Latvia EGLITIS wrote several good books. The Latvians were extremely
pleased with his work and Source brought some of his works along with her.
and passed them out in Riga. Source brought in with her about eight books
and several issues of laiks Magazine, including the issues concerning the
two Latvian figshermen who defected in Canada. These issues were provided :
by Carlos RABACS in New York. These materials she left in Latvia, -
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3. Many Latvians who traveled to Estonia, have been "stung” by speaking
Russian, for example im asking directions, going to barbershops, restaurants
and so on. The local Estonians will not answer anyone who speaks to them in
Russian. Even though a Latvian who is visiting Estonia cannot speek Estonian,
Russian 1s the wrong language to use. The Latvians who visit Estonia, wish
that they could be more like the Estonians.

b. A local Joke coneerning the Baltic area is about the plamnning for
the next war, The plan is to let the Latvian army go into the Soyiet Union
and take a town, they are followed by the Estonians to kill off the local ,
populat;on, and they are followed by the Lithuaniana who proeeed to plunder : !
the town. '

5. As in Poland, Latvias is much influenced by the West. The Latvians
are striving to get away from Soviet culture and many painters and writers
are censored for these actiona° This was specifically spelled out to Source.

6. A prominﬁnt Latvian contemporary writer is Vilis LACIS. Another
one is Andrejs UPITIS. LACIS is a prolétariar vho suffered during the time
of free Latvia. Source knows nothing about UPIJ.‘ISe :

7. Cultural exchanges betwsen the various Baltic countries is found
mostly in the sporta field, It eppears that the sportsmen travel back and
forth between the Baltic countries without teoo mueh difficulty. At any sport
event, one Baltic country vill cheer the other Baltic country in the other’s
language. The three Baltic countries stick very close together at thia time.
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8. At sporting and other events the Georgians band with the Balts
and cheer them on, since the Georgians feel that they have nothing in
common culturally with the Russians.

9. The Latvians would very much like to promote cultural exchanges
with the West. A great many people wanted to know from the Socurce what is
being written by the exiles. Most people whom Source met were at least
highschool graduates. They were particularly iaterested in cultural
exchanges dealing with the stage, art and music. They also’eéxpressed an
extremely great interest in student exchangea. The Yale University Choir
mede a great impression in Riga. MICKEVICS wes mobbed when he was in
Latvia. He went to the student houses and together with the local students
sang many patriotic songs. The local authorities raeised hell with the
students when the Choir left and two students were expelled from school
entirely.
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1. Concerning expressions of nationalism, Source said that
everyone she talked to even the students in Moscow who appeared to
heve leftist leenings expressed nationalist feelings. Source’
commented that the Latvians are an extremely nationalistic people
and the only ones who do not express their nationalism would be the
ones vho are out and out Communists.

2. The relations between the Latvians and the Russiaus in
Latvia are essy to describe. Source said they simply hate each other.
For example, in a department store where Source was shopping for some
smll gifis, she wus shoved by a voman whom Source described as "a
fat slob.” The womap turhed out to be a Russian and Source shoved
her beck. The womaen called her a "Latvian pig." Source replied
to her, "Thank you for culture.”" A crowd gathered and Source:
turned to the generxal erowd and said, “I'm an American and if this is
an example of Russian culture, I'm not having any," and left, She
was questioned by Russians in the store conmcerning the incident and
wondered whether or not it appeared in the Latvian Pravda newspaper,

L 3. Regarding Soviets as occupiers, the Latvians refer to the
Soviets ag englavers and regard themselmes as being under the chiet
yokeu. :

ho Latvians do get to hold some influentiaﬂ and autboritative '
positions in government as well es- in the Party, for example, BERKLAVS .
Eﬂﬁﬁquuns vas removed from his position last May or June. He vas aecused
o7 being a pationalist Communist end the Soviets accused him of out and
out’ nationalism° After his remaval, he was rega:ded by the local
Latvian populace as aomethlng of a hero.

5. Seventy-five percent of the population of Riga is Russian.

The offjclal figure which Source got from a studenb of economics 1s

m.h% of the total population of Riga. At this point the Latvians
are really a minority group in Riga.

6. The attitude which 1s expressed by the Latvians about their
@uonumic situation can be characterized by the fact ‘that almos& all
Latvians say, "One ean live only by stealing.- The comment has been
' pussed to the Source many times that one is able to eat up his whole
salary by Just eating pastry once & dayo
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. 7. Most of the Jews who lived in Latvia were wiped out by the
Germans. Whether many of the Jews who fled have come back, she did
not know. Source recommended that Joe GROSSMAN, who was a gulde at
the Fair from Washington, D.C. be queried. She said that Mr. GROSSMAN
is a wature individual interested in the plight of the Jews in the
Soviet Union. '

8. Concerning Poland, most Latviens regard the Poles as
foreigners and consider them as being lucky since they have self-
government to a much greater degree then the Latvians and are therefore
much better off.

9. The Latvians see World War III as the only means for their
iiberation. . The Latvians want war. They claim that the living
conditions in Latvia are worse than Hell and even if World War III
means total annihilation, they would rather have themselves aemnihilated
than continue to live under the Soviet yoke. Several people relayed
this feeling to Source and said that they wanted Source to agitate
for World Wer III.

10. Concerning peaceful co-existence with the West, Latvians are
saying that Americans are leaving Latvians to suffer by themselves.
They cleim that Americans are purchasing peace with pretty words end
that Americans are "stupid idiots, because they believe that they can
co-exist peacefully with the Soviet Union."

11. The attitude of the Latvians toward the Cermans is the hope
that the Germans will rise and liberate them because the United States s
England, and France will not, There are no delegations to West Germany
at the present time and the locel Latvian populace looks upon West
.Germany azs a potezri.ial vhite hope.

S-E-C-R-E-T




