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CERMAN m-monr ON ALLEGED GERMAN ARD ALLIED
— NEGOTIATIORS VITH THE Swiss ARMY

Durinz the fourth week in September 1943 _Eishar, German
Uinistor i1 Berm, 48 cnid to have stated that (o his opirion
ths report o the suppusndly relindble agents which had been
ceomunicatel to ins Navy Bigh Commend and eccording to which
British 2zl amoricuan repressentatives had conferred with Geperal .
Guisans» ::ew:em.ng, the right of way through Switzerland was ‘
not cerrnct. To bepin with, o succesaful landing in Rorthern
Italy cr on tho Meditorrarean coast botwmen Sur Reso and Spezia
would cuuse the aneuy to crogs the Saint Bernurd and the Simplon
Pusses instead of attempting an Liuvesion via the mountain pesses
of thc §%t, Gottherdt, Maleje and Beirina, whick Kocher included
&aong t}w eagtnorn Swiss mmuntain pazses. Only the Cotthardt and
the Simplen had oificlomt railroads. The line croceing the
Berainn pess #ng a single jauge touriat railroad and was zerely
tha conmecting link brlweon the Veltlins and the Engadmo.
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* for ressons which Edoher had reveatedly oxpourded he did
not believz {hat Switzorland would put up mersly & sham fight
againust Sritish and Americar irvaders. Switzerland’z noutrality
policy, wnich was axicaatic with the Swiss, did nst permit
such digshonest proceduce.  The large majority of the Swiza people
wore amarc o7 the fact that a surrender of their nmeutrality aftor
a shan fight wuld mean the end of their oxistence as an irdo-
pondent nation, regardlosa ol who was victcr mug the Allies.

In Kooher's opinion it was not c?;;-rect to imply that according

to Swiss opiaion Germaxy m-3 no longor strong epough to invade

Switzerland us a proventive measure and Yo ocoupy hor mountain

passes. Despite temporary settasks the reapect for the continuad .
effigiency of ths Gorman Viehrmacht was still s daep that the - "
Swiss wore woll awure of the n.skinnss of the political game
with which they wore credited Yy this supposediy reliable agent .
of the Wehmeoht High Command, Kooher supposed thbat the agent’s b
roport resulted indirectly frem & stitement by the social s
deaogratic htioml Qouwillor. Graber, to the effect that he
placsd tho {rosdom of wan WOTAG OVer id wiove nia oountry! s -
indspendence. 3wiss public opinion had branded thia‘statememt, =~ = =~ = %
The whols netion had protasted againat this utters o P
which vould antai] disoiplinary wtion tor ’cha &tﬁaml Cows /
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. Kocher had oalled on ths Swiss Foreign Minister, Federnl
Counoillor .pilet~Golaz, and had questionod him concerning
runored negotia 55F British and Americen regrosentatives
with Gensral Guisan, The Federel Counsillor had referred

. with great emphasis to the various official statements on Swiss
noutrulity issusd up to a few days previously. He had said
that Gormany might rest assured that Switzerland would also
fight an Allied invasion to ths utmost and with weapon in hand.
The Federal Councillor, who had become very excited, dropped

g the remark that the runors mentionsd by Kocher bad resulted Crom

E : discussions earl.y in Yarch of that year betwoen General Guisan

and 8S-Brigad As a8 result the Gornans

had assumed that similar discussions were being carried on with
the opposition party. ¥hen Kicher had preased the Pedsral

Councillor for information on the talks between Schsllenberg

and Guisen, hs had avoided ginns a clear ansgwar'. Therefore

Kocher suggested that Brigadefuhrer Schellenberg be officially

intarrogated, concerning his interview with ths Swiss Army Com-

mand and that Edcher be informed of the results. The interview
in question had been mentioned by the Swiss Foreign Minister ¢

. . in the course of an official conference with Xocher and it was = ‘

therefore of political significance, the meanin~ of which must

. be cormunicated to Kocher if he was to deal witi: the matter 'in

a responsible nmanner.
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Xicher comludod his remarks with the stutcnent that history
imow of no broken political pledge on, the part ¢f Switzerland.
Tha Swiss hed always redeemod their pledges even if this involved
them in a hopeless situation. In Kocher's opinion she womd atand
by her word even if the British and Ameriocans should attack her
southarn Alpine front.

Obergnxppenfuhror Dr. munhruxmer rcported to Kocher as
follows: © : - —

_ On Sunday 29 August rot.&e@“s" K
tad cormunicated ths following: The Swiss Ninister in’the
United States,: "m.ggnum. bad arrived in the lht;lom.l Aumbly »
4+ faw days ago with a peasage from the President of the United .
States.c.oss "Roosovolt requestod the Swidn. Pedersl Countil to
rake Swiss airdromes available for mllitary action a.ga.tmt o
the Germana.

5 The reaction of the §wlss Goverment was to ortioially
o saintain an attituds of neutrality.: Parallel with this’ ords
G ‘Gansral Guisan had convened all-higher:army-leidsrs.
thm: the nifxation was A.aerioua




munbrumor added to this- report tha.t cn 22 September

a Swiss First Lieutenant under orders from Sgnpars had arrived

. 'by plane in Berlin to tell 83 Oberfihrer Sohellenberg that the
United States was bringing heavy pressure on Switserland and
that the United States wanted Swiss airdromes. This had placed
Goperal Guisan in a vory difficult position which he would '
counter by delsying maneuvers. Senner had emphasized ths
seriousness of the situation and would contast Schellenberg again
within the next two weeks.

 Kaltenbrunner statsd that the Reich Poréign Minister re- o
quested that the Germans make their standpoint olear without
inquiring further into tha matter.
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