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OERILAN RFXORT ON ALLEGED ORMAN MU) ALLIED

N V NSECOATIO WITH TEE SWISS ARO-

Durin4 the fourth wpok in September 194Z	  German
=mister 1.E. Berm, is taid to have stated thkt in his opition
the report	 the zuppes , %dly reliable agent* which had boon
communicate:1 to tne Nary Bich Command and according-to which
British anj American representatives had oonferred with General ..

SmAsan22 ccncerning the right of way through Switzerland was
i1.77.-ct. To begin with, a auCcessfu/ landing in Northern
Italy Cr on the Mediterranean coast betrIen Say Ramo and Spezia
woula ouuso the enemy to croas the Saint Bernard and the Simplon
?asses instead or attempting an invsaion via the mountain passes
of thc St. Gotthmrdt, Maloja and Bernina, which KOcher included
aaeril thd eastern Swiss mountain pacsos. Only the Gotthardt and
the Cinplon had efficient railroads. The line croesing the
Bernina ptza alas a din4112 z .,auge tourist railroad and was merely
the connect:.rg link b ,,twcan the VeltIine and the En&adine.

a-
' For roKaons which lii•oher had repeatedly expounded he did

not believct that Switzerland would put up mertay a sham fight
agaiust British and American invaders. Switzer/and s :: neutrality
policy, which was aricanatic with the Swine, did nht permit
such diehonest procedure. . The large majority of the Swiss people
wore aware ef the fact that a surrender cif their neutrality after
a sham fight •eould moan the end of their existence as an inde-
pendent nation, regardless of who was victor Georg the Allies.

-0•	 In 16oheris opinion it was not ,Depec.2	t to imply that according
to Swiss opinion Germater wr 3 no longer : strong onough to invade
Switzerland as a preventive measure and to oecupy her mountain
passes. Despite temporary settee:Ike the reepect for the continued .
efficiency of the German Wehatzaaht vat still so deep that the
Swiss were well *ware of the riskiness_ of the political game
with iihich they wore oreditei 1.%y this supposedly reliable agent
or the ?Iehrmaciht High Command. ILO her , supposed that the agent's
report Tesulted indlrectly from a ititement by the social
demooratio National o .	 ber : to the effect that.his
i:14aad tha	 of	 over toad. above his countrys
independence. • Swiss public opinion had branded thisstatement‘

.severely. T'he whole ration had protested agairmt 'Akio utte
which would entail diSoiplinary' aoticintor the Nit/ono4 c	 114..•
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•Kriqher had called on the Swiss Foreign Minister, Federal
Counoillor	 et-Go/az and had questioned him concerning
rumored nesetia raTOTliritish and American representatives
with Genera/ Guinan. The Federal Counoillor had referred
with great asphs.sis to the various official statements on Swiss
neutrality issued up to a few days previously. • lie had said
that Germany might rest assured that Switzerland would also
fight an Allied invasion to the utmost and with weapon in hand.
The Federal COUnoillor, who had become very exalted, dropped
the remark that the rumors mentioned by Ifticher had resulted from
discussions early in March of that year betwreen . General Guisan.
and	 Brjadsf	 As a result the Germans
had assumed that similar discussions were being carried on with
the opposition party. Mien cher had pressed the Federal
Councillor for information on the talks between Schellenberg
and Guisen, he had avoided giving a clear answer. Therefore
KOcher suggested. that Brigadefuhrer &Annenberg be officially
interrogated, ()oncoming his interriew with the Swine Army Com-
mand and that Kiichar be informed of the .results. The interview
in question had been mentioned by the Swiss Foreign Minister
in the course of an official. conference with Kocher and it was
therefore of political significance, the meaninr, of which must
be communicated to Vioher if he was to deal with the matter in
a responsible manner.

richer concluded his recarks with the statcclent that history
know of no broken political pledge on the part *of Switzerland.
The Swiss had always redeemed their pledges even if this involved
them in a hopeless situation. In Kt5cher's opinion she would,itand
Pj her word even if the British and Americans should attack her
southern Alpine front.

ObergruppenfUhrer Dr. IslAmmbrunner reported to Kocher as
roIlows: a	 • •	 ••:	 . ,	 " • ••

United States	 had arrived in the RaVons4:Assesibly

On Sunday 29 . August'retiiter4—,Sivieaatavieriire •
had communicated . the following This Swiss. Minis Ur' . in.het—,e-

t few days ago ii/th a Message from the • Preeident of the United
S tates....*** . • Roosevelt requested the Swile.. Federal Cetal. to
rake Swiss airdromes -available for military !Lotion against
the Germane.	 •

•The reaction of the Sides • Governa'. ant was to °ISLA:P.1W.
eaintain an, attitude' .of• neutreli1r. ParaUo]. with this order
General 41as/tn had..onnienad all higher aimr. -71 eiders	 ; tittle
that the situation wai',feriou*.,
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Xiltenbrunner added to this report that on 22 Sepiember
a Swiss First Lieutenant under orders froaaugga.had arrived

..by plans in Berlin. to tell SS Oberfdhrer Sohellenberg that the
United States las bringing heavy pressure on Switzerland and
that the United States wanted Swiss _airdromes. This had plaoed
General Guisan in a. very difficult petition which he would
counter by delayingnmrouvers. Benner had emphasized the
seriousness of the•situation and would contact Sohellenberg again
within the next two weeks.

Ialtenbrunner stated that the Reich Foriign,Minister re-
quested that the Germans make their standpoint clear without
inquiring further into the matter.


