Autoblography

TR




oy, ' Py
B ¢

(L el R T P PP UL N
Oopied in Wor Roour
+Date 11{».8-1{5: -

BRIGADEFUEHRER SCHEL! SNBERG
Antsclhief VI'

Antobiography, compiled duriny his stay
in Stockholm, June 1945«

1'ho suddon change from thn high tons.on of my last wocks in Germany
to the calm and puace of my prisunt abodc ocoupuls me to write an account of
tie ovents of these last woeks, 4 full couprchunsion of what I had to
dve through will not bo possible without toking into account’s«

« 1) That this statemcnt ocn only be vo.pnr.d with sketches in a diery -
tbp.t 13 it.is ucin’y a ‘collcotion of. chromlor'ictl Jottings from memory -
and

2) That those last iwcks wore but the m-m:l.fostution of ].om-fclt a
prosenthonts cnd forebodingas . ) .

' Si.noc those axo .‘]ust diory aketohea s- I hcxvc .dono ‘my bust to’aveid.a
'oanplotcly false ploturc of my own sithetion cmorging by holding fast to’
y proi’essional training and tho -z:csulting ‘b..sta for oy pol:l.t:.oal
mtm. [ .

ﬂw J.attor youxra of my a‘udies were dcc:laibely mrluanccd by
finonoial ‘difficulties at homo and my owm need of soncy. iy ontitlemont
to a statoc grant I hnd to prove by pessing 2iligende | cxouinations | <ins
(PLeisspruefungon). * . Thon aftcr I had passod the "Rcforcndar* oxamination .
on-'18,3.33, .thc questimof a turthc.r state gront ‘deponded on my belong:lng
to the' Party and Orgenisction. . That vas the £irst rccson why I Joinod °
» thchr‘lvnndths SS. in Juno‘Bj}.. .That. I thus joincd thoSS\nanotﬂn
rosult of .any politio:..l conviction, = It iwd budcuse the majority of my
studont’ oon.ea.guos did not’ Join ‘the S.4., but clso went into ‘the T
Tho uwaiform i:lcu.auu us bettor.. We wore looked on unfcvourcbly as .- .
Ihd.ergtmtca ond as lato-couicrs (pcople joining in iy and June). mt‘m
consistdd of stupdd omoiaca threo timos c wock in the ¢voning or J.nte
n:ftcn}oon and mostly thé whiole of Sunday. I vos soon. &iployed a.t the 1+
offico desk, ond thére ‘had to produce plnua ‘for thy training in °
wioltanschaulichc Schiling®. ¥hich, booauzo I was a lawyor, I bascd’ min].y
.on 01d Geruania law and ‘similar subjocts. Sl!hrouc,h lcgad ‘collcagucs I
was. trensforrod to.the Govermcnt prcsidoncy at Fr.:nuurt/ihin as
"mfercnanr' for, tz'o.i.ning in. the. ‘odminisiration. ° Thcre, as %.¢ll as tho”
: _'adn:lniutrntive pol:l.oc train:l,ng y Iwes’ 5ivcn ‘Stato’ policcr:‘ tm:l.n:l.ng
' : ‘tanc :‘-i.n 1935 of n, Lupoc‘hing uonior Tmchrcr
g . ‘B Bcr .
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1938 I worked on quostion of intermetio:.l law, legal quecztiona concerning
Sudetenland, Denzig, iustria and at the samc tims I vwas ocoupied with
mobilizing an entirse Reich Administmticn.

At the beg:lzmiug or 1939 s o.ppo:.ntud Chief of Counter-cspionage.
This depuartment oi the Stute policc, foracd froa the old londespolizei,
oould only be occupied by an ¢xperionoed lawycs, &n the punishnent lais
WGre moss qanplieﬁ&ed and logal nimpli. isatitn idnd a continuong
colleboration with' Réichs Court, = Suprtau Iwichs Court .- ‘ma neocssory.
T was ocoupied with th:l.s until 191..1.

4s I hed boon ‘cken on in 1937 as "Rericrungsagseasor® in the

Ministry of the Inserior » 1 ws, as a oivil s rvani, pronoted to’ the rank
of "Obcrregiorungsrot". It is jntorosting to note that I wos paid as &
Civil Jorvant end tho held the S -rank as o pursly honaxy titlee On
my proootion to ™iinisterinldirigent® at the ond of 1944 Eimmler, against
my express wish, on tho suggestion of Kaltunbrunncr, appointed me Mojor

- ‘General of the Ebli.oe. I hod occasion to inforn Himnmler in several
reports, that I was not in agreement vith uy adopting Police work as a
profesa:lon 1 hod not boen trained for it, cnd I roquested my transfer
baack to thc Hinistry of the Interior as “Obcrrcgmrung'xra.t" or
"Ministerialdirigont". Himmler was unspupathetic to my continuous
pressurae:on this quostion; but one day si~tud thot he wwished to compensate.
tie, thet he had cppointed me. Mejor Gencrel of the Yaffun~B83, that is with

"a -definite Armcd Forces rank.  So on 30.1,1945 I waa nppointcd Hajor
Genora.l ‘of, -the Yafton-ss and paid accordinglye. o

In 1939 I had attamptced to obtain leve from the ..ﬁ.n:wtry of the
Interior and the 83-Sorvice, and to obta'n am officcr's .commission ct the
tront,n.sI'v:Lshedtopmcticcasu].anLa’cthoemlofthom\r "I
could not oarry out ti-is plan, as Himlec forbad it. He belisved tha."
ho could sompensatc nc by doing mc the favour of aend:.ng me 48 a l:lnison

’-off:!.oor to the (K for 2 months } o .

Duri.ng this cnbire timé I studicd the rcaults of our fore:l.gn policy
and all quostions comnected with it. My specialized knovledgc gave ©o "
new idecs on the En'opca.n econoilic situ t:.on, and I again come into- contact v
with lceding Germon .ccono.ic oxpcrts. Froa vorking with theso, I realised -
that there vere problcns of eoonv o es; ionoge in Germany and its. o
prevention viich so far had mot becn solved, and saw obove all the grec®
importancs of* oconoics in.the life of the State. :This porsuadod me nore
and moré to odcupy myself with tho question of the basic principles on
whioch German foro..gn pol:xcy, nd particularly Goraon foreign gormerciol
- .polioy,. were do.be. carried out. In’ this one th.mg stood ‘out more amd
' .more elearly: Gormny &nd nony zuthorativc Gormana were bogmn:.ng to fom
a coupl»tcly falsc :.:prcssmn or the entirc outsi.de "701‘15. .that; is
-thoy. nei‘chor ha.d an inst'mctive nor an r.cquirud m&crstunding tor

o »given to e a8 wi:ll.

I‘uc rosults of th:ls work confirmcd ue ifn r_xy convictions y nd'T
. recognised ‘morc ‘and toxc clcarly the nistakos and faults of the Rogmo s

vhich T hed socn‘ecrlicr on. Apertfrom mony looel defcots of

)
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imcowpetent cfficinls the crux of the motucer an the absenco of the
- principlc of selection, the fact tiat ab .Lity \aus no critirion and that
imortant nositions wore given %o’ s tupid ~r umworthy nien. If there vas

anything epvroaching sclectiqn of the ir .ividunl, it was to be found anoung -

the good eloments of the $S» -In Himml r I sl e ucn, much discusscd,
but about vhose wllcrcd bratelity I wms 1over oble to decide co:xplotc.ly

I ncver got to thc bottom of that meticr during «ll those yusrs.
Porhaps mr worlk wos too difficult, for it held ne prisoner and divertud me
from othor problems. He wds: the only m~a I could sco in the whole corrupt
Govermont "sct~up", .o could with any rucccss have stood as a fector for
ordor cgainst thc manr "Tinsgods” (Paepei=), i rge cnd small, of the Regime

My conviction vng, that if I could canmy gencrelly to thu organisation
and its head a knowl.dze of the formative pvoliticel forces of the world,
.that is a knowledge ¥ forecign countries, there tas o chance to protcct
Goxmany i'rom the ynur.mg abysas, '.zh:!.nh I haC scen couing sincc the end of
1940 onwords, .

Tho task itsolf had two ;:nin objectives:-

. PFirst to put the task as such into offuct, ot the sone tine to usc
the results  to provido Germany with an sntidote to the obstructive Muchrer -
Ribbentrop policy. .Tho Reichsfuchrer wa. thc only rcanl counter that one
ocould use at all foi. this purpose. It wes up %o mc to Tork to this end and
to inforn him as coupletely as possiblc or the truc disposition and
distribution of world potential and I contidercd i to be scnsible and
clover cnough to be ciike st:.ll to roach 2 somprotisc vith the, outside
world, .- :

: It wos nlong ond tiring road that I.hod to travel, a rood z)rasuaa.'bly
prodestincd, and in’ th¢ cnd without rcsulw, It was not lick of will and
industry, but stupidity, venity and brut.iity on thc ono hand (ay cnomios -
insidc the 'RSHA) and thc indecision of t:: Roichsfuchrer himsclf on the -
othor,  which ruined 11 thesec plans. This refers to. the pFectical . .
application 6f the rosulta, i.e. thc formrtion of & scnsible and prograrsise
foreign policy. The nmain task itself, with its manifold di’ficulties,
was obstructcd by the vory nature of the Germa. charecter.  Either,.

. because it was not undcrstood, or sorsc still, beceust it vas bclioved
unneccssary thus R:lhbcntrov. .

The- mohrc:r would havc nothing to duiwith ac and ny Pork. The onl:”
porson vho more or loss understood e wea Himmler, although He too, with :
his National-Sooislict projudices and policcacn's toy of looking at |
political ovents made ¢ ings difficult for nu.  With hinm, in .the oourse of -

tine, thingn took u turn:for-tho bettcr: '\nd ‘he grm.ually bege.n to undcr-.
stand ‘me’ bn.ttcr.A Un.uortu.mtcly the results vire ncvor such as_were.
absolut(.ly nccesscry, sinec his hcs:.t...ncy elveys spollt cvcrything

Forimc pcrsonally it s ofton a‘struggle, in which 1 hed to play. Don
Quimtc s while "Ecsinantc" ' was the weak hmanity, and ‘the "éindaill " &
"Sails" vierc ‘Lhc abovc ..lcntioned vrc:jud:xccs of " the Regino ' ‘and, the Gcmn.n -
character 1..scli'. ~That T did not give up - tlus atrugsrle, ono. x:w; ' R
understand, -zs bccauso I love my’ oountry o.nd a8 dutcmi.ued to _,_gtudc
th:.ng mto thc right path:" "I belicved thet ‘the casltss way to e.chicve :\v
plan wes throu.gh tho only nen.vho ‘was cavub ¢ of" offsctting Hn.tlor. e

Alrca.dy m 19A.0 I counscllul petce. ci\,h Fra.ncc s in 1941 I varned
againgt a \er: on ‘two-fronts cnd. s°%. the arnmsr thrw.toumg in' Rassia.’ Vi
At the end of’ 192,2 ‘and thc beginn;\.ng of 194.3 ay rcport on Russia lcad . to : ,

- Hitler, ond later I'I:mmlz.r, vanting  the. J.nst:.\,...t:wn of" Obcrgruppenfuchror :

I, Kr.ltcnbr\mner %o irmrison mo end oy assocmtou in'a oonccntmt:.on camp
for defcatisa. - In 4943 I 'menagcd to scve Switzerland from being: invaded by
Germony, thanks to ny-adept dcaling with lencrol Guiscn., In the same ‘
ycar I o.t'td—-p tcd through von P-'ocn in "‘u:*} oy and acveral Turklsh cont:‘cts,
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to solvu the Ukrainian and Criuecan—-Tatar gucntions; wie Spein Portugal
and Svuden I had contact vith individuel personclities in Englund and
dmerioca ana tried cvven at vhiz time %o vers.wde Himiler to coaprodise.

The position in Tumanic snd Bulgaria end tho tuwin of evonts thore
Werc so devu.st.mting ior ue that, in vicw of the incommrchensiblo
stubborncss of Ribbcutrop, Hitlor and all thc o-,.hc,m\'honr.a tc do with thoso
questions, 1 thought 'serivusly of giving up ¥ '=fforts, ,

All the some I worked on, for cs I snil n% the begiiming of 1944 in a
onnvorsation with Gottrfricd voun Bisiaark: "Onc nust do cverything to try o
using the grongest .wn of the Oprosition {immciur Ovpo:sit:.on) to prevent
the coming chnos vhile tuerc is still time”.

Gottfricd von Misnarck, whose life 1 hed an opportunity of saving ot
the boginning of 194" oy :Lntorceding with Wimaler, wos ostensibly coucerned
in the 20th July. The ccousation dcuanded the @cath pensity. Hismlor:
wishcd et first to wnforce it. I uaneged to perausde hin not to, dy using

tho argunent of my Swedish friends, with - lou wn Bisuarck had good connectionsa:
"Tho decth of the living descundent of {1.. zreat Bismarck =il have as bad
un offect in Englond agoninst Germany as .ac 'V'-wearons®.  Himmlor sus
very improssed with iho iportance that -we Dlaced ebroad on von Bisuarok,
and ob*’:wua].y discussed the mattcr thoro: p,hly with Hitler. Von Bismarck
s, au I know from Feltonbrunner, uncXpcetedly acquitted. My tolks

vith Himnler rcsulted not only in his being rot tranaferred to dnother
~ prison, but in beirg umcrcly confincd te hia citete, I also gave advico

on this motter to tho Risncrck fanily vie o Swedish comnection, I do not
wish to mcntion oy rolc in the 20th July attempt in these dicry akctchoa.
Om, thing I did achicve in the coursu of this yoar cnd thut was 1:0 aivo

myself wuch a position vith Himler, that I could alweys be suro that I
nvsclf ~nd ay vork wuld clwys be judged by "non-prrty political®
standards. Added to vhich Himmler hed a personal liking for me, This
_ wos £ixrst evident in 1940 vhen in spitc of grcat obstocles he allowed ny -
- warriage Yo my \rifc, +ho \zs of purc Polish descont on her Mother's side.
‘In-all, the higher "standerd®, cost daily battlcs, each ey brought now
-difficultics, but I had tho cdventugo of being able to work in Gexmany
itsel’ on a brosdcr "nctional" basis, The result of this was, that

I camo up ageinst the State police and the Scourity Police more and wore,

_ -.as under the clock of ny foroign activitics I silently protcoted mauy

o ‘"Untrustworthies" (Mverlaossigcr) and co-erlled "shady individuals®
(Schracger- Vocgol) - in_thensclves good Gemmans), ‘who know my honest wish
end who helped me in spite of all political fhff‘ioult:.es. .

The tore criticul.tho whole Jilita.ry and poJ.J.t:Lc..l situatlon, the uoro o
. diffioult wms . ny o p«.rsonc.l situation. * Slenders,’ sorious insinuctions © .
. and the 'n.sulting surve:.ll.ncc nadc uhls J.u?c. of " lmccrtamty often unbea.ruhl e. e
My only. probcction, of "pcrson or- bosition, wug the increasing trust I '
found in Hismlcr's cyes, which proved so vowerful as’ to prg.vaz.l. agamst R
the- strong attacks of Bormmm or Keltonbr. gn_ncrr; The 1attcr antiounced . . |
;obout 1'4- yoors® a.go tn"t ‘he-had. sufflcion" )” h:.n possnssion:to- ‘prove - . .
. that T worked for" the Secrct. Service., (.t" n;Mcrch. 1945, that'
imviedicte ncagures bust be teken geinst nd, as I'had’ téken wy Wwife. mc‘. ; SRR
children‘to’ lako ;C‘onsta.nce md that’ thc.y'n\.re .on: th«. po:.nt of, . flu.ing R
to Sntzorla.nd R

This giv €8 4 sma.ll 1dc~ of the atmo \lu.rc then ~t tho bcgummg

Tebruary tixe report conie' frohr Ravoy Thansen, ’ thookaolm, tho.t CQu.nt
Bemzdotto wes intending to comc to Berlin to.talk to Himmler. . The
personal rcprcsentative of Ribbentrop, Geheimrot W'tg;ncr “come to Qc TR I
twrico cn bchelf of his ifinistor on the day the report arr:werl to’ D-Slu f1°» R
if I, with ny. pcrson...l contocts in Sweden wos bchind thls ole.n. : :
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Ribbentrop and Kaltcvbrunnor -3ow in ne tho motivating, and therofors
rcaponsibleo . force bchind the pardoning and {rucing of the so-oculled scven
Wexrsaw Swodos, and both cttampted to nake out nostly through the Swedish
Precas, that uy active prxtioinration was a sign of politdicel gbupidity in
Swoden. *© The Fuchrer vms wnenursged in his r~nfiputhy townrds Swoden by
overyone, end above all by thoe roports on th. itraining of Norm-rie.n 0lice
in Sweden w‘noh were shown to hin. .

Tho frewving of tho seven Yorsaw Swudes lusted in 2ll over a poriod of
alnost 3 yocrs., I turkud out this case in dcteil in closost contasl
with -Hexr Korsteon, Gouoraldircktor Moeller and Brandine. It wes thon
possiblo after much effort and dorwstic querrclling, to have thew first.
pardoned, thon, in tinc ovncuuted from Berlin wid @iven bottor:
-agcomodecion and food, and finally- to have them frucd,

Bow ouch offort cnd trouble, and I rinst cdd ;orsonal danger I thus
dircotly involved w¥sclf in :ust be kept for a norxg doteiied cccount. - It
should not ronain unmentivned that herc tos & lucky chanco gave me dcoisive

help.. In the s-me Corps - Studcnts Corps - (Studentenvercinigung) of
which I wes on cotive uciber - was Reich: justiministor Dr. Thicrack,

Unliko mysolf, he had withlrown from the .oxps for porty political recasons. -
In ‘spite of, or -acrhapa beenuse of this, he s slightly esberassed with,
moe, as I b«..-.iwc in his ingost sclf ho still clung to thc student corps -
troditions This faot t.os of incstinrble veluc in iy pursonal discussions
with hin on thc quustion of their cvecuation srd nccouodation and the
presontation of uy casc to Ribbontrop cnd ifitlor, bucouse had he used &ll
his mouns to work sgainst me, it vould he. - been alost ixpossidble for -
Himmler, with the existing difficultiea v“= a vis Ribbintrop end
Ealtonbrunner, and also thu adverso attitulo of Hitler, to bring this matier
to & successful conclusion. It is irortant to achtion at this point the
motivo £or tho -decisive, final step Birmlcr took with Bitlor. A1 wy
attompts to . oxort inrlucnce in the matter so for hrd only prenered the
ground, I now suknitted o reort to tho offcot that as well as cooacxce
having: boen suspcnded between Gormany and Swuden, I Polt convincod from
oy seorct scrvice ‘inforaation, that Sweden wna pl.,y:.ng with the idea of -
cntoring the wir against Gornony ot tho end., & ravoursble trcaticnt of tho .
ccse must have & .favoursblc effoct on Srvodisk circles intcrestcd in Cermany,
that 18, ensuring tho non-ontry of Swcdon into the wwr., That was Hiomlex's
true motivn, without which the hunnm.tc:L.n step could aca;ccly have bo_en o
takcn. RER I '

~At tbz. sane tmo I ahould iike to acntmn, tha.t I dn not swisk here to
nake-any oxplunstion of the individual aotions, vhich I ..aself hrve corried
~ out, either in conncction with the frecing ard pardoning of the scvan :
Wc.maw Swcdds, or-tho Norwcgien students,:or the individunl ccases.ihich
;  were trnna..xittud to ro on Swwmh rooommd.tion m.mmmc BR:J\!DIN, .
-KERSTEW, otm S ‘ L R )

,,,,,

. + I oxpla..inod to Gchoi:u".t 'rdmm rf:r.th v-'ut., thnt I know nothing o“ i
thc ‘proposod jowrney: of Count BERN.DOTTE, . I informed ‘KL AENBRUNNER - S

;- and? SHIMMLER ofiny te.lk EJEu.ﬂ;ER found . t}w .occurenca very:: mtc.roating
| % buk was-all ~thc. ey sone’:h.‘b inngry that- 4t hod- ccourcd via:“th ".ffIbva' 1o
By '-and thercforc. thxough -tho: lbmlgn Offme, as. ha u.s th;.raby-_' c

oo wed ve Fordan AT IV Aer e evaw. poss

RN zu\. v.n.a.a.v- v-.m.uu..aq Q35S VT TETTIT to BEXTLER, .| Iz the S
- KALTENBRUNNER, at.the:tino HDMILER hinpelf e oa:um...n Haercaara;pm
ﬂEIGBBKLimd”'msﬂith hig-Staft, An. PRI*NZI» - 50:. take' a; .xui‘t:ablo =

- ko m}aolf "in ordcyr: 'to kca‘p inside wrtch on ‘thuse politicoi even‘ka 4ni
- the “interdsts ‘of “HIMLER vhosc attention wes diverted by militery’ cla.lma.

~ KALTENBRUNNER, . .who nt this timo vas prusent uvery niddny'at a long ;.-
d:.acussion oi‘ tho wmilsé ,..ry situution at the (mancollery nnd often follova':mg

iv R it
oo - “V
. " 5 il it . ' .

| . . e . ' ' . - v
| S . PR ) . . .
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. Count. I aphasized at thu swie t:uau, thai I oould well imcgine that

- humoniterion side which had cdvays moved. newlccply, and about vhich ‘I folt }

- nogetive attitudu, I.had to take a chance and try to- get the - slox— Lo .

- thinking Kaltcnbrtmm.*' over to my side despitc ©ll-hio personal’ i St Ul

S 'a.ntagon.«s‘m ‘towerds ‘ue and to counter Himulur's vgually:negetive attd:budo o
" vihich ¥es duc to. his occupstion with the ailitary situation. : o

' istepsy I pmiaod ‘Keltenbrunner . for the spliadid vy in-vhich he'had ©
..E‘..aconduc'aed the: discussion with- Count Bernac.utte’ : for 'chc subtlo-ty nth
: _. I ,WIIIOD. nc m\u. UJ.L«V(-L.Ly Mpuuu uu.mu.u. W all u.u\- uyv.uu s g :
.. how ho-Had. roo.l
COAP ;diplomcy. 1 ook, this’ opportunity to. teil. him what LL\\r.'.d long - vishcd
. %o &y to ‘um, and what I intundod to say. to* Eralér whcm I nert‘..talkod
- -to hii, that in this“criticul’cituation Riblcntrop: must e removed:
" Kaltonbrunnor: mudc: Ebrmgn Winister. . Kadfunbrunner - swatdowed the: ba.:l.t)

-6 =

this s closeted aiune with tiic Fuchrer, wrobebly in order not to rooeive
o rafuscl porsonal.:.y ruequested Sruppenfuzhror FEGELEIN to ask HITLER.
FEGENEIN announcod e next day HITLER's rofusal ond explained this with
HITLER's vords: "Onc can do ncthing in - is war with such silly fools." -

In the mcantimu Uount Bornséotto hw. hovaver alrco.c':y orrived in Berlin.
I thereupon spoke wrsoml]y to Hirder by t-.-bphonu and begged him
ecrmestly not to disregord this gesturc of Sudin, i nuwt receive the

aprrt from all technicel questions, cw* inly one or cnstiier ngpeet could’

prove politicclly intereriing, after 1 wh huming amd ha-ing he agreed to
the following ulternative proposal: Koo tonbrunnor sbould speak’ to e

Ribbentrop, st the scme time I should talk to idbbantrop's personal

reproaent:-tive, Geheisuzi Weymer, both with t‘).. objoct:, that Ribbontrop .
should receive count &m ot te without Hitloer's lcnoxring of it in advanaae, °

and without :ontioniig the refusal that Hitior hed alrcady given to the

visit. - If Ribbentrop zgreed to reccive him, thcn Ecltenbrunnsr and I

could r.ceivo tho;Comt »fterwords, thus Hionlor would heve peincd tinwv,

ond t:us one.oould s: ¢, how thu mattc.r would “.ork itsclf out furthcr.

The actual courie taken by this first viait 2w that vount Bexrnudotte,
who got in touck with me frow the Swedish Lugation, wus biddén first to
Enltenbrunner and myself, a.nd then, sn th: guac uorning vent straight from
us to Ribbemtrop.

At this first c.....xoussion, s.t \hich I Eept mrsclf very uuch in the back-
ground, I felt immcdiinbu m sympthy with the Cuunt and wnis eblo on
two decisive points to gride the discussi-a rlong the linos which tho
Count weniel it to take, L gave the Count to undurstund my honost opinion
rogardmg Swoden and it wvas docisive for “ysulf and ay plon, namuly ‘under
21l ocircumstenccs to bring Count Bernadotis to Himuler, that' the Count
intimated to Kaltonbrumm ot the end of - sdiscussion, that he wished to
be allowed to speak Lo Himalcr himself, : 3 hc ha2 scaothing to sey to him .
alone. X personally saw in Count Dornalottc's visit a possibiiity of
putting into uffect my originel idea of _etting Geraany out of the war, and
regorded this comncetion with Sweden, from this stendpoint, as a o
partioculurly happy ono, sincc politically twedun nmust be particul&rly
interestud in the weace of thc Nort erm arca. In requesting this the
Count brought his line of intcrests inte mamony sith Ay original - endouvours
to support Demurk and Norwmy. These irteresis if rightly used by Ceruany,
would prove a profitablu pertnorship for “wih Suweden wyl Gurmany, if
Sweden coted as intcrzf.diary for a coapromiso peecc.  Thero wms also the

something absolutely had to-be done.. In orler t: circumvent Hitler' s

Tmodictaly: Count -Bornadotte had loft the hous., T ook ‘the’ foiiow:i.na

-given a- good :example. of- sustrisn. ball~room "

80" gracdily that I thought he.rould take: Jlim. and rod as-woll. . In'the
telephone cunversation vhich followed he ’r*s the most craent of o
chompions of the: nacessity of a mccting;oe sween Count Bernadotte and
Himmler dospitc the Michrer's having fort’dden it. * Himnler declexed
himself rculy to mcct Bernmadotte, but Kal'cubrumncr sms oxcluded frow-the
ncotiflp itself, vhich so embittored and so to speuk sobuorud hm, that“in
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a short time we wore oncec imorc at dagge s Crmwme.  The uceting botween the
Count and Himnler took placc two days 1 ter at Hohenlychon,

On tho journoy thcr. I spoke Opanly to the Count of how I personally
viewed the politiccl =3 tuntion, rnd in perticulir of my attitude towards
Swoden.,  Wo sxre swon on such good toma Wt I wms uven able to give
Count Bernadotte somc tipa cbout the coiing iutcrview, in regard to the
idiosyncracies and peoulicritics of Himmlcer, I knuw that thoe Count's
o;‘igino.l plan to tcke the Dunish and Nerweplan prisoners for the durntion of
the wer o Swedsn and to inturn them theru, rowld not suceuc? and advised him
to stert with the co.promise sugruation of = ocntrel cemp for the prisoners
in northwost Germany. -Hiwler, with vhon I had an opportunity of
svoakin;, imiodilatcly ~ftur his disnussion with the Count, was very favourahly
impressed by their. conversation. He resweied av to kcep in ¢lose contact

with the Count, an¢ to kucp an oys on the .wiunl oxccution of the scheme
which, as ho hisgols Jmew, wotlld meot wita difficulties from' .
Ka;‘tcnbrtmnea; and Mucller wnd, in gone of owastancos, also.from Ribbentrop,
* ond to holp vhem I would. I tms to inform tho Roichs Toreign Minister
~ immedintely of tho uisential content of {hc Jiscussion apd to aquaint him
with the decisions reachcd, so that Ribbentrop could give .tho official worle.
ing on the matier to the Oouni., and go co.ur Himmler vith Hitler,

I uczt mx“omoz. Kaltcnbrunnur of . p«-smtiva rusulta of’ the’
conversa.tion, ané .he imediately begon t- renrowch nu- for influoncing
Hirmler far koo slroigly in favour of Co'mt Bornadotte «nd tho fulfillment
of his tdisic®, Ho immediatoly drew Gru;oenfvchrer tincller -into the
. discussion, who on scveral points brought up tho supposudly insupurable
difficultics ontailed .in tho practical corryins-out of the matter, oand
" £ipally announcod his opinion: "This cat'ac .tter is ubk,ian; bocaus:
I am-not, ih a.position to provide lorrie. «nd putrol to drivo thosc widely
scattered Dandsh .and.Norwegian' prisoncrs ubout. Nothing can be donc
regording conp Neucngm:ne as thc coop is nomplutcly vvererowded. It
is alweys the same s:icn so~called politicions spin thoir tales to Hinnl
I repudinted thc objcction rcg'\rding the. lor ric.a end patrol, explaining
that .Sweden could provide these. “ Owing to the swdfiness of ny suggestion
Mueller’ agreod .¥ithout fully cons:derin.g the ¥ :licotions,” I stated .
further,. thet thc Reichs Foreign Minister, whio alao wished to roceivo |
Count .Bernadottc, ‘should be informed of- thia point so th..t Ri‘bbentro-'s
could, so to apeak put. it to thc Comnt e¢3 o Guman suggcetion to ‘help in
putting :th¢ plan through. I a.lso tolephonud immelintely to St...nzmrtc
* fuchrer Dr. Brundt, so that Himiler should Imow.of the, extension of the
.’ plan,. .- On.the next dry Mucller agein:tegen to rewonstrete mith :
' Kc.ltenbmnncr about the idea, anying that the uernons, and above ~11 the
' oountldss colums of rcfugees could not bc uxpoctc? to hov..to wutch
. Siodish. Red Cross.ounibuses Criving past them with prisoners,. . . The -, - .
_sifiationionge agnin grov-eritical and thy sl plarsms onﬂ:..n{crc.d, since-.
‘! . Bdmmler considored this objcction. very inp-.:rtc.nt. - I removed it by ': o
-+ . suggcsting; ‘thet the. transports whould oni; b : «dooved to travel’ by night
- and’decclarcd mysclf ready .to: provide -the a:c*sonncl to. casurc the obs»rvanoer‘ﬁ
1"~f,3o.f *l:his a.grecncnt n'ou my o.n Ccpn.rtnont. R Co SO

' 'ﬂua:m oduct:.on. of porsonn:.l loya_ to e qircctl_m mflu».ncod h_c "

1’:\+n ‘af many . Par -+the fact-of. thoir workiag-in. the many comps:i: frcru tht.h
“tho Swodish Rod Cross wms transporting Dm:.sh Nonvegian Pol:l.qh and
deshf"priaoncrs , ‘introduced so wuch uncutamty in’theissuirig of .
tisthe: canp- cormandants when preassad. by them wera- prevontcd
jihg out the Morders of-the. Reichsfuchrer?,. : Mony ‘instructions
€3, it tu:nnecl out,:. mre issucd by Knltenbrmme; e.nd O’Ghul‘

A . «’llpono v ‘-f' )
‘gotting: the tra.nsports throu.g,h, of tho Sruh.ah Rec.. Cross 3. right to .
visit the ocomms;, of. issu:mg visas to incividuals to. \'hnso ‘exit Jourmey
AH:imler ‘had ugrccd an:..also to collective tranaport; 21) cnlled for'a

o

O
BAC
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consgidcruble anount of tact cnd work to cucrcome the refractorincas and
offensivoncss of the unwilling polico ofiicinla. Theame things will bo
reportod aseparatcly in thw »xp-wnu:.. (27 mr pextnor 'Gouringl) . -

I nany suffice at this -:omt if I I‘uf\J o 1y, so to speek, bust
witness in this vhoic mal,trr, Count Bernucobie himself. Ho knows how
much ros:.s‘l.o.ncc, elnost chiu..ncr/, it cost to solve the hunanitarian
queistions: J.nvolvod z"xd thus tu frec Ger -ny 'Lndfporha:ns y thercby Burope
fron this vav,

" .4 thet tise, :..x, I hed 2 serious onversciion with Himmler - as I had.
so oftun, % wes ¢odUer @ uilitary conforoncs of hig Genurals ot oy
Group Yistuln that I put to hin the apororciing bruc.lc-up of thé Reich as .

"an almost incvitable cvent, and I implore? him at least to usc the hand of
Sweden, by acting on his ovn, to convoy :a: Gurnan wrock into the harbour
of poace, before it ocapsized. I sugge.ed. to him he night ask Count
Bornadotte to fly to Genoral Eisenhower %o convey an offecxr of capitulation

- fron Hiomler. 4ftur a very excited dlscusszion, in which I elso made i+

clear to Himmler, that I conaidercd his place to be in Bcrlin and not as
the C. in C. of an ..ray Group, to which Hitior's entourage had appointed

~ hinm fev the sccond tinc in order to kecp hin atay from Bitler. I wede him

" the ac.i‘initc sugaeation, thet he should r:tum as quiokly o8 possible to
Berlin, and therc s.t about making prevarztions tor @ pence on his own,
with or without the use of violencc. Himler aava in to ay insistcnce
and geve -nie that night the fullest povors tu talk to tho Count, The next
diy he rang ne up an? began to toke back uverything, obviously being
influenced by the "Ecsse" action in Stoc}:?loln and nercly pernitted wme .
to keep in pood toucn with the Count und (.t hit, circunstances

\permitting, to £ly to Gemeral Eiscnhower m hls own initative. From
then on, it vas thc beginning of Morck, tacre began & doily oxchango of -
telephonc: conversations between Himaler and mysolf. Neither
Kaltenbrunncr nor Himmler's entournge took rmuch notic: of this. It
WoS -a fight, in which I fought likc a Dovil fighting- for = qoul. )

-1 'had giwon Count Bernudotte a compavatively \ndc insight ‘into this
silent quarrcl. .Jficr long discusaions ~e ngreed, that as soon as
Himler finally brought himself to cct, : should zct into touch with -
hin imiedintely, =ron then it was my :wantion te fly with hin ayself to -
General Eissnhowor, Unhfortunatcly I sas unoble to bring Himalor to - -
nade a ‘deoisive wve. My arrangencnts with Count Pornadotte went so far, -
that wre the Reich area to bo split, as .ns possible , cod Himaler,
circunstanocs pernitting, to fly to the Sou'l. -:ith nc, I ahould stnl-l be
eble ‘o gct 4o the Count via the Swedish *cgntion-in Switzorland,

: Count Bernadotto went twice rore w1 oo to Mimler., - Oncc it wes -
exclusively on Swedish'Red Croas businm v The lust visit sAdll be de...lt
with lutor. = It.is of interast - to rcuanbur that "during the seonnd -

_visit there w5 & long disoussion on the King of Belgiun ‘and his: i’au:l.'!y and
+his plr_.cc of -residonce , and that at the urgynt’ req_uc‘:t of ‘the Count. on--

4/5 I again brought up the mctier,. ‘with the result thet 'Ka.ltenbrum'xer in -
the Southern eroa wes orcercd to take King Jeopold rithout u.lay 6 the
Swiss: front:.n.r ‘and’ hod-him over tothe Swiss:authoritios. Kaltenbmmncr
a.ppeo.rc.d not to coﬂoly rdth this order, that 'is, ¥ could not thcn check
uo on ‘the -outcome; N beca.uac I v'u... const..ntly onn.ftmgd:out. Lo

4:30ngs‘b othcr th:xngs abouu ais convc*se.tion \-ith tne» Romha Ibroign
Minister R:.bbentrop ‘the Count told me, thut he had. ‘seldon been-able o EE
‘get o word in, ~ Ribbentrop had stated his opinién of" the . political ‘situation”
ond seid that, if the Western Fowers wére to have no edmsidcration for her, .-
Gomony would just beeone bolshevistic. Rlbbcntrop had ‘emongst:other
things, m:de the interesting stataaent thnt he, Ribbentrop, had started -
to try to get into conversation with the ‘festern Povirs through his owmn
privats channels in Stockholm. That he should say this to. him scened - -
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very styengo to the uouz;"f:. I nust havo soundud, in uy om.n:Lon, like an
insult, espceially s it afterwards cemeo out, uh&"b it <23 a question of
tho "Hesse " actiche

It \7111 give a g..n:rtwulrr]y good piuw. n »f the fight I had been naking
. ‘Por the last yecrs nd wecks, it I atternt tn alk.tch the erforts I made
dcspite all previous vain nft«.":pts to brc ey ~bout soac solution of the
Jewish question in Cermony - that ic o suve, woto s*:ea.]r, et the la.s‘b
ninute those Jews stiill alive in Gc_man

1s  Hdready in 1943 I had both usri and helpsd Hc.-rr Hbdizinalrat

Kersten, Himmler's parsonal doctor, in many humanitarien questions.

Vio had early discuuscd the possibilities ¢f achiuving o hunanitarian
sol'uti_on of the Juiwish question in Gemeny,  His roletions with Himnler
wore entirely nersonal, vhich vms wost rusful in influcncing hia to pusa
our hunanitarwn projects, after he v -4 going to Sweden end was only
tenporarily in Gernoay, I did not let oy pcrsont.l conncetion with him be
broken off S0 as not to Jose this 1eans of influencing n:u:mler.

2, it .the end of October 191.1.; I arroaged a acctn._m; bet'.mcn Her

© Altbundosprovaidont Musy aud kds -son end Hirrmlor, - I took Her
1.ltbundesprnesident tuusy to see Himmler at Vienw:, vherc he vas conducting
business in the “outheast. During the ;)o.xrney from Berlin to Vienna via
Breglau, as on the previous cvening, I liid an opportunity to discuss
thoroughly m.th hin the prineiples of the Juiich gquestion in Germany, )
I.told him thot Iha.dhaduop:\zt in ‘the cvuznts of the lzst fov yoors and -
had no dircct influence at all. - He oowld not, thercforc otooot any
concrcte help from ne, such as theoir rulw.so fro.1 inprisomcnt, cbc‘

.. Hexr Lltbundespracsident Musy waes ObVll“l.lSlj awarc. of my attitulc to
tho Jevrish question, He fully understocd my ‘position and apprecisted

ny.silmt cfforts t» do geod in individucl cuscs. - I have been the

- protecior uf nany Jisigh fanilies, of many zriicl Yows and of mixnd ,
douples. ' Thc Cassel fonily and liajor a..u.uch..m.dt are exusples. B kmew
Wy cvery imprudencu c.nda.ngercd not.only m; own lifc, but what wus wore

- irportant to no , Dy wife and ch:.ldrr'n'. fAc wian astounded to luorn that he
vas -better aguaint.d vith nany things t4.n I, and the msi;}xt_ I thhn gave

. hin into the structure of the State ~. wid n:hma.stratlcn shatiod hia how
decliberately the “oyaten! iaulatc.d the _xdividual and his work, thc
roalisation of which only casic to one sluwly, sincc the. Regime — -,

~ Systen ~ Stotc and Inrty were cach playe’ off agrinst the other, ,'Hc o
rcalised, toe, thottough I had obv:l.ousl_/ ri aainoed "rustvOrthy"

“.far w3 ﬂn. ...tatc wasn r‘oncr.rns.d I had la t(.lly bu..ovc "l‘ntru<t1mrtbv"

‘m thc oyw of» the’ Pnrty hiurarolw . e : Co

| It m.s, as :vhc. can sc.e my strcngt 3. S‘*Cii "55'.1';& —weo.}&me'ss,".i.'lﬁt I '
‘hed never- possc.ssed cnaugh powcr npa.:m -.Ltcnbrunner 'md h‘i'\ Iriends,

In h:.s fn.r...t oonvcrsvt:wn vith Hn:m.lc Hurr d.tbum.c.spr'ms*d.ent
- I.{usy ( 1scusscd the aacstion of a final se um.nt of tho Jewich . .
' .problcm and urged -Hirmiler ‘at grect length vo fric at lesdt the Jmm ..tlll
o pr:.svmcd in: Gorucny .. - .The nosslbn.lrty ha also discusscd,: und. if
guoh: &’ ‘sottloucnt: s ca.rr:.ed through, Germeny  stould: receive tra.otors SRR
lorrms ‘andiin ‘cortuin - ciroumstances foreign oxch‘mgu, for = do'ﬂ:mitc. L
nunbor -of. Jc*'s. Rimmler hed obviously deicrmined on ho.vm.g this.as a -
"+ pesult of previous undertakings, of which I hnad no idva - p&ufrt.d .
ilcisa-Konzerm, -the activities of 3tendartenfuchrer Bucher vfth Soli
‘Meyer ete. I nnde no scerct of thé fac that in iy opinion this wus a
corplotely ixossil e attitude of Hirmler'sn.  Hoerr ‘..'Ltbundc,.spru\.sidont
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‘others civilian clothecs, acconodation in hotuls and their dcspaﬁch

'“ﬂitzerland, tra.vcl oondit:.om:. food: otc to b\. as buod us poss:.blu.
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Husy aid not opposc it, su as not to dcsiroy the busis for further

‘discussion. Here, too, I siudied Hirmler, In his tactics he wos as

changerble as a cha:eleon end onc hod to svbch hin corcfully in order to be
eble to get on with hin et 211, - as I hell only discusscd questions of |
roroign policy iith hin for yc:rs, I had not core up cgeinst this before.

I noticed thot evon in 1944 he obviously did not cansider the solution of
the Jewish question. as a matter of foroim policy, but uwre as a guestion of
intornul politics’in rol-tion to the Party cln.qu" on onc side anld to the
Fuchrer on the other. There “ms no doubi, or so T felt, thet he wwished

to frec hiusedf from the cheins of the peat, but he had not the courege to
take any docisiwo stup.. I think that ho - .onaidered the solution I proposall
to be tke moral onc, but couaiduraticns o internel politics mude hinm

bring up the questici: of o quid pro quo ) +ften in on ugly woy., I oxpla:l.ned
the intcrnal problais involved to Herr . tbundeayrucsident Musy, as well as
I uwnderstood thea,

The question of en sgrowncnt betwse. the dicrican ond Swiss Govermments,
whereby - Siitzorlund .as tolw declared a Transit State.  Generally speaking
this wos Just & wrepwratory discussion, although quostions of principle
wore touchod ‘on. Nothing vrs definitely fixed, as Herr .ltbundesprocsident
Musy wished first to suttle its widcr :L.plict.tions with the Jewish
orgonisrtion, On parting, I loft Horr . ltbtundespraesident Husy in no
doubt, that I, persunaliy, would do cvez, thmg to sce that the solution

.of thc problen vams in no circumstances mcde wencuéent on aateriol gain,

The only thing possible to csk for in this c,unm.otion, would Ve curtzin
political agroocmcnts. Herr ‘.l‘bundcspr..c:uu.nt Muay cgxecd with ny
standpoint.

- Himaler requcstrd nc to mintc.in contant; writh Berr .Jtbundospraesident
Musy and to asaist hiu with the coupetont Utnte police orfices in thu
froeing of individual Jews and Frenchmcn vhich had becn .g;frc«,d to, I
next got mto tonch vith Gruppunfuchrer Hueller, Chiof of Lhe Gestapo, and

~ roquested pcm:ussion to ‘be allowd to concern nyaclf personclly with these -

prisaners, = Mucller rcfuscd this, on the groinds thet I vas not & member of
the Gestono and could not thcre,foro be alioird insight into intornal servie
procedurc. He refcrred ac to the corpetent officers in the individuel -
state poliocc offices ond ucrely allowed n: 4o get in touch with theses Inm
this way I mencged to trece the prisoncrs und to obtain for.se w' bettor
nccomodation and food, the right to roveire prrccls froa cbroad, and for

abroad ‘- ilaian Thorcl, Brusdur Kottenbery:, Fomilie Dommobeim, Familio
Roscnberg, Dxr,. Stiassny;, Holonc Stein - This cntniled ondlcss Tinnicky
doalmgs m?ith thao ori‘:.cus of the Sto.to P ice.

Dur:.ng tho secoml convorsation on- 12,4 /1945 ut. -T.ﬂ.ubu d,/%o!rsmrzxmld

:bcfwoen ‘Hirmler and Hexx altb\mwapraosl\.unt Musy thc followm;, uco.:.m.ons
wore a.rrivcc‘ R L 'l:h‘L..nlw to .y, cetive mtcrventww

1. "vcry fov-tn ight 1 trum ‘llth ahou 1200 Ju"s \.oula leave: for -

. 4..-.‘ .Lntt tiac dc\".n.sn orgo.m.aa.t:wna P 7.'1th uhich Horr SRR et
;ﬂ.tbunat."pracsa.dent ifusy worked, should ectively support the s«.ttlcmcnt of _
the Jowish- problcm ncm:.ttud by ‘ﬁrnl«.r with the- vbjeet of mlt:.at:.nn a L
fundamcntnl ohango in vorld 'v.nti—&.rmm 'ormgm.mla.. S : -

3. . Lt ny suggcstlon 1t ALY abrocd thu: i,hc.r\, snoo.ld no long,cr bo
any wonctary poyuaent nade, but that a definite sun per train”should be
transferred to wnd held in trust by, Herr .Jibundespracsident Musy,: of :
vihiieh ¢ should-later-heve frec use.  Himaler started by speaking ol ua:mg

this uoney for tructors, cars, aedical supplics or giailar things, but :
lct nc persuade hinm that this .Jum.y must be honded over to the ...
Internatior \.l Ro'l €ross, .

. ’
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. Himmler gavc':m oftcr o lor.g' dlsoussmn-
" ~of Hcrr Kersten, whe‘ by urging OI Hnmlo

;L.oc:.ﬂ.ud %0 .do this, and thet it m.s,-Hn..u.Loz' 8 \.xprr.ss ;rcquost t‘mt t" '
T Taisnld - b bransaittoc without delayiito., Goneral  Eisonhovkr.' .
s adE undespr_esmont L[USI, inspitc of bcing over 70, startud of by

sené. night,:
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The desprich of the first txr~in weni tlwough :t the beginning of
Fobruary and workeé splendidly.  Herr / sbundespracsident iusy produced
the publicity that 'w:G bcen agrced upen for exuasle the stateacnt by
Prosident von Steiger of Berne, and the .ow York Tines' orticle of 8/2
cto. and also the proof that 5,000 Swis. frimes had been deposited with
hia as trustee ~ en. of Februvry 1945 ~ -

On this least point I inforuod Herr Jlbtummdespracsident ifugy both at
tho cnd of Ibbrumy rad agein in the niddle of sfoch that it had been
dcoided on Himaler's wuthority that thi. sum oud thess 4o couc ot the cnd
of the underteking sinuld be given to .. lnt.rantional ked cross.

I clso infornced Heor Korsten of this deeision, whose help I had

- cnlistcd in influcncing Hiniler toswrds « solution of the Jewish problea,

vihen he vas thorc in ilarch. Unfortunctely Xaltenbrunnur got Hitler to
stop any further trcusport of treins to Siriizciland., Hitler forbad
any Goroan, undor threat of deuth, to holp not only o>ne Jew morc, but

'mterestmg]y enougl: elso any sncrican or Inglish PO .V. = to cross the

frontif‘r. . Each etic.pt was to be reported to his ')Lrn.)nu.dy.

_ H:.tlcr vua sho..a & de~-oyphered report fron a de Gaulle agency in Spain ’
in vhich it -as asscrted,. thet Himler, tirourh his dcputy SchellcnbuxBs '
had ande o dcel ith. Hcrr altbundcspracsilcnt #usy to obtpin right of
asylu for 25C "Magi-leaders” in Switacrlond,  This obvious lic all the
sanc nade Hitler isuwe the. above order, ond it hoé unplccsant resulta
for me personally.  saltbundespracsident Jusy o8 extreacly distresscd’

.that his undcrteking bad been stopped end in .1y pr.scncc shed tects of
anger and of. bitter Zisoprointaent, - Da-ing h:ia last visit to Bcrlin wo

dooided togcther to make onc final effort. I augsgesicd to Himmler,

should osk the Western Powcrs for o 4~doy trace on land and-in the u.:u: »

in order:to.usc this tine to conduct all Jews and other forecigm K '
prisoners in on orderly nonner through +hc frout lincs, and. tnus show ° .
Geruenyls - Mgeod will". .'I brought the l:cad of the P.os¥W.'s . , S
ndministrot‘a.on, Obcrg'uppcni‘uchrcr Bcrg\,r in"to this ; ;ro:jc.ot. : _Boq:_ge}_r had -
alweyn lc.id grcnt atore by nmy opinion and as-c result of my ~avice and

his not passing on dany of Hitler's ordors, hrd saved thy lives- of. thousands.
sltbundespracsidont Musy cnd T thought thet if such ¢ 4-dny ‘trucc was _
agraed to, -os was to be. o:q:cctod we would approcch the allics with the
offcr not throug,h the Precas cte., but s iously through official clmnnels,
which, in cextain civeunstcnccs, might Sond beyond the .roscie of these
peonlo to .diacussion’of o couproaise; which uuld be o ew.rybody'

bensfit.  Hiomler did not have the courcge to discuss this. n.Jztcr _

with Hitlor. Persenally obwviously ofirceing with the plan, he "consulted

the chicf of the "Coacrildla which ‘surrounced Hitler, Koltenbrunner, -

who. then" mdic..tctl his refussl bv. saying to e, "H'\vu you o.lso bcco.:ze

D.nidio'b" ThPt s on BA 1945, . o o EECR o - '.
Hr.rr .za.tbundospmcsidont p.nd I acre Q;rr-t.d tha’c tho..\. 08 only _one

thing left 400D, ',,ono , to: pcrsuc.de Hm:u.ez Sor g:Lvu strict ordurs. in view. of ol

On 7A I”\s able to mi'om Hc_rr Altbunce

‘infarncé ae three c.a.ys b i tc.r, ‘that “oshinpgton: hed rc.cc:.ved“"'
the -report: mc.-rc.“c»ccl ‘fovourably.. ”DUXI&OS’DI‘CLLSJ.(..(.IN: Alusy, medmtcly

- scnb thc cer. ‘back fron Swritzerlond <tith n.s son t:) ‘coXlcot ‘sonc Jevs,

praaiscd hin by li:..ulor hn.nsclf y' £ron Bushem £1e, " (Bernaxd B(znbcrg ,
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Bernhoin do Villicrs) Musy Junior roported to the Cx Lwndent end was badly
reeoived, and as he saw the approaching evr.ouction of he comp, came to me
in Berlin on 16/ thoroughly disgusted.

+ I had really bclicved thet Hi:.mlor's originul order would be grrried
out shatcvor ho.ppcnw.. ofter dusy's disclosure I wont into tho vhole
queation, al‘bhoqu iyself hal obsolutely nothing to do .ith thuse
police ww.tters, - I'Pound out that Himler, us'd rcsult of countless
intrigucs, oncc again wes completcly discoclditedwith Hitlor, end that orders
had becn given through Koltembrunner to cveouste cll caups ogein. So far
the state of nffairs was plaine HNow I vas still unccrtzin, how matterk
stood in regard to the P.o.W. camps.. I clecred this up with Berger, who,
in oontrast %o Kaltrabrumner, had not poused sn the order for tho fresh
evacwition of P.o.VW. camps. I coaplainusd of the vhole situction in a
blits~tolophone call to Himmler, vho was obviously very Gisconccrtcd by
the uxtent to which urders irore by-pessing hin, and he proniscd me to act.
.n hour latoer I spolxe to Dr, Brandt on this question, and ho assured me
that Himalor wes doing cverything possible, to cnsur€ that his promise
that tho cmaps should not be enotuctod, was kopt. It was thanks to
Hirmler's cnorgctic intcrvention throughout this period, as I maywll say at
this point, that wc ot lecst suocccdcd 1 gutting favourablo orders issued .

and in preventing . the worst cffocts of Keltonbrummer's and othors contrary
orders, thus offcotively saving tho livus of countless people.  Himmlor wos
partioulurly gretoful to mo for this, wlion Herr Korstcn-ceme to vioit '
hinm with Herr Masur, a ropresont:.tive of Herr Storch of Stockholn, who
had tho authorisation of tho Jevizh world cnngryas to disouss na.tters with
Himler, as othcmao ho, Himaler, would not ha.vc boeon able to talk to then.
o.t all.

Sincc we ha.d. nct so oftcn .ltbundesprecvsidont Musy and 1 werc on

_intinate terms. =~ Ve understoo@ ccch othor well. Ho told me much out
of his rich politic:l txporience, vhile I took tho opportunity in rcturn,
of .expleining to hin the burdensonc- carce I hod in oy position., His
grcat understanding :nde it -easy for ne to confide in him all the d:lffioulﬂ.en
of the situation, in the hopo that, togetacr, weo might . evoid as many-of .
them as possible. - Ho cnoe made tho nug!*cst:l.on thet vhatever bappened
‘Hoxriot should bo frecd a gesture which wsuld do'a resl service to -
'Franoe, while it would shorr that I had tho political situction at my
fingort1ps. zd.tbmﬂosprc.cs:.dcnt Musy »as prepercd to intervcne

in Iondon, so izportant did he consider thc question: I discussed the
matter with Eimmler, who sharply turned it dowvn, obvioualy r.ftor taking
Knltmbr\mner'n aavicc. ‘

411 ‘this tine va.rioua othor Swiss irionds wero cont:.nuously
- raquesting that thc former ¥inistor, Bumaud, bo froed, but nothing cams
~ of it, bocausc of Krltenbrunncr's oppositicn.. . I.tried at -loast to. have
tho rclativoai of Geniral Giraud ‘sent- to:onc of. uy Swisa fricnds, who
on on their way, . ‘but £l verious: attampts to..do:s0: fa.iled. s
1togothor “sik’ wecks of sys* cnatio prossure,on Himler to e
4 ».‘ishea\*of Ce

: To rouncl off thc cmrplcte plcturc ’ thc follom.nd till rcunins to
be nentzoned. Sl . ' . _ :

" ‘Dirough soverol Swiss fricnds I was in comtaot with tho Prosident
' of the Intcrnationsl Red Cross, Profcasor 'Ir. Burkhordt. He, ods0,
was obviously striving to make Gomany adopt o gencrous attitudc on g
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the question = politiocal pr:u-:. ner:., particularly those of Fronch and
Polish nationality, -5 1cll.os on the Je.ish auostion. Ho ¢,1d a -
certain Germman friend of his in nid-darch, ihnt he consicdercd it would .
be & good thing, if he could nect Himler oncu.. I worked on Hirsaler for
sevoral doys to get hina to write to Pre®. Burkhordt and su\igost a dato
for meeting. Himler kept putting off iving a dulinite QQcision,
then discussecd it ..ith Kedtonbrumner an ol hia to ask Hitler, if he -
Hirmle:' - aight tcet Prof.. Burkhardt. altder refused this cc.tu'forioal ¥
For tactical rocasns T sugpnested to Humler thot hie should authorize
Kaltcnbrunner or qysclf to act, Himaler ts.blc =d on Koltonbrunnoer, in
ordor thus o cover hinmgelf with Hitler., . Xeltenbrunnor infomed me of
this decision and instructed me to prePr.\n 4 lettor to bo sent to
Prosident Burkhordt. Thio I did. Kaltoenbrunnor covercd hinsclf, on
Hirnlor's orders, by informing Ribbentrop. Kaltonbrunner's and H:Lmleré
-plan 'ma that,. if the meeting should beca:w public knowledge through the
‘wwasa, they could tell Hitler, that it wms Ribbentrop who vms responsible
fex tho vipdf, 1re:idunt Burkhardt resotcd favoursbly to the lotter.
4 disoussion was held between Preaident Burkharét and Kaltunbrunmer, for
vhich I prepared all the aatc ial from the Germen sida. President .
Burkhordt ves obviously very pleased with the outoome of the conversation
-ag it meant for hin thc boginning of the Intcrnationc) Red Crosa's at
last taking o decisive hand in the ncny pending questions eoncerning
political prisonors, as \ell as Ps.o.W. He confimed the
conversution in'a loug letter and uede concruete -suggestins on the

* procedurc to be adoptod, according to catuiory and urgency, in the

exchange of prisoncre of all nctions. ¥Wien shownm this letter,
Krltembrunncr doclarcd that it wms far too concretely foravlated. It
was o particularly skitlful, lugally do ..m-up lotier, whose individunl
proposals he could not fulfill at cll. H declered hinsslf only
preparcd, in order % gave appearanccs, :u ilow the International Red
Cross, with Hinlcr's pormission, to tuke a lixgish uumber of French :
women frou Rvensbrueck. Kaltenbrunner kept ne in gencral fron having
anything to do with putting this through, in order to pruvent me conbinm: -
ually pressing for an answer to Burkherdi's letter. = I cgain drow :
Hirmlor's attention to this me etter, ‘and uointed out how Professor

. ‘Burkhardt nust lose confidcnce in us if ‘s letter sere not riplied to,

and’ delqying tactics used eic. Himler ¢ould not be aoved to take the
natter energetically in hand. I could ~nly fob ny friends in Switzcrland
off with what neus I had, cs from then on any further aucns of contoct

vms closed to ne.  Thus tEx3 attempt, too, to solve thesu hxx.mnit'\rian
probluas on thia bo.s:.s ) &S deatroycad. _

. Q’l\. fmo.l mnortant pomt that nceds. to bu stre ssed is tha’c or :v
work togethor with Count Bornudotte, perticularly cn thy Juvish gquestion.
'Notwithstanding thut the Count's mission ‘a:s in conncetion with tho
Denish and Foxrogicn question, a very.delicctc one, the Cownt had” |
intervenod in the Jewish question during his conve.rzations, and hed .
drovm attention to the immortance »f imprewving the s:.tu:.tz.on of tho
Jowish immctes of the camp. Count Bermadoltc hod skillfully aanag

“to-get -the Denish Jews out.  With the backing of tho Cownt's- aul:hority'

I was.able-to insist on an alleviation of- the treatacnt of the:.Jevms.-

' Daring his nnmo‘vﬁ'!nr\q -Tith H:m.:;lor. the” Coun'b ‘hed. alwvays u:mho.aizcd

' and. requcsted ‘that “the- chs :should roccive: ‘bettcr trcataent.. .  Hore,

~ ’too, wc tried. ‘o+achicve a complote: -settlonent.’ . The discuss:.onwbctween

©-* thé . Count -and *Himnler ot the end'.of March and tho ‘beginning. of. .L.pr::.l

o 1911-5 was of porticular: s:.sn:i':.ccncc. 4 ufter-aidotailed comrersction
B‘:mler px:cnisccl thc Count that cn the .. mproach of "thé¢ :illies the: v

" -cafps’ wore .not to be evecuated, and voul. bo handcd over to-tho L_tter

in.good : oraor,” , in partieular Bcrr-en Belson, Buchénwald and:

- Theresionstadt, ns also the comps situnted . in Southern Gz l:umy
.. Thig: oonversntion ‘brought ‘the scesaw.of. cintroversy to on end o.ml

cnubled mc . thereafter: to point cut to Himaler, that he had aeds &

' p;'omisc ‘to the Count and’ tais must be.ker$. . Even if it wes. not
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possible to save all the imintes, a large part of thon varo saved,
which I \ng only able to rchicve, because I tag always aolu to i‘all
back upon the proais - given to the Count.

o 21/ I vus ot lost able to sot in antion the rolunse of the
Jewish und other wwien from Ravensbruck, thanks to the last discusaion
betuon the Count ond Hinaler, H:h.nlor Fovg sae! t1.u.'l.'l. domestie povers
to act ar I thought the circunstronous ded. d -

I took nll the:e cxaples ©o expow .t Hiwler again and again

the cooplete confusion of the situution andt varncd hiu that for his .
hesitant attitude anc obvious blindnoss he “ruld onu day be hsld
responsible befre history for having wun’angurcd the whole bidlogical
substance of the Gernon people. In our -tny disoussions he oliays
countercd tiiis by saying that he hal built up the Order of the SS en the
rrinciple »f loyalty, and thet he was not in o pesition to brenk this
principle, as othurwire ho would destro; his uim principles. I cxplained

in long discources. that the Order of ire¢ S8, ucasured cgainst the
life of o nation wos only o sncll sceticH, and that the whole Gurnan
people, aftor, its irhuman sufferings expoctedut lust e rotional aot o
deliverunce, and in fact saw him as the man ho, sc far, collected no
riches for hinself., The ocnswer wms alwuys the saac: "So you urc
demending thet I should set aside the Fuchrer”, Therc werv times ~hen
the answer ‘could not be ™og", as othurvise I ran the risk orf being sed
aside uyself, espucially as thc influencc of (:zn-vpcnfuc.hrcr Pogcloin,
Ihltenbrmmcr , Obersiurnbannfuchrer SKORZENY an” oo, was often still too
powerful, prrtioularly in viow of their rigm of dircot refcrgncc to
Hitler - Frau Fegulein is the sistor of Eve lraun, Hitlur's friund.
Kn.ltmxbrunno.r and Skorgéony were frionds cof boili vouen.

H:lm.:ler often s-)oke during these conversations of Hn.tler s
deteriornting healtlk, To wy retort, hov wns it then, that he still
hnd so nuch inﬂuom.c, Hinnalor replied, that hia enerpgy .=s undiminished;
the complctely unnntural life hc lead,- turning night into éay and -
slocping at nost 3 ~ 4 hours, his contimnous eotivity. snd constant
outbursts of fury, cmnlctcly cxhausted his entourr.ue ond oreatcd an
unbeareble ataosphore, * I often suggesteu that perhnps the attenpt of
July 20th hed, after ell, injurcd Hitler's heulth, particularly his head.
Himpmlor thoug)rl: this possible., Ho me: “ioncd, above all, the constent
stoop, the pale viscgo and the sovere tru nbling of his lc.ft ara end th~
operation on Hitler'n ear .hich tock plree in loveober, obviously os
the result of the conoussion of the brai: hu had roceived. Te spent .
cight days in bed in Novenber.

A8 a result of this, I gpoke at the bcg,nn:u\g of upril to my fr:xend

the Director of the rhysch. Dcpt. of th d<herite, Frof. éo Crinis.

I brought up tho .wutter of Hitler's hen, th, vhercupon he spontancously
answered; "I on of -the opinion, thet Hitler's oa.xplctelf crippled
movaaonts, vhich I. obsorved in pictures on thu Neass, are. the visible
signs of Porkingon's diseasc.” . I -arrangud a 2wuting betwoon Himler
and de Criuis. - Hirnler brouz;ht along Rui,hsgaaundheitsfuohro..

(Reichs Inalih.lvader) Conti to. the mesbing... Bimdcr listencd o
thoir -statonents, asde Crinis latcr inforned me, with great. inh,rcrt

and ccnaid"m}-.l.e mmurstanding , o

zth £ )1'11 12&5

Swur&l da.ys later, on 13/1;., Hm:llc: noad.ue cona to seo "hin at
Wustrow, whcre we welked in the woods and hc said to ne: "Sohullonbarg ’

' I belicve nothing more can be done with Idtler. o you think:de Crinis
is right?", I answured; . ™os, It's trua I uave not. suen Hitlor for
aver %o yoars, but fron all I have scen of his actions rceently, inclines
inc to “hink, that thc last woment for you to net hes now cone."

Pt
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‘I took this opportunity of pointing out to hia the nocussity of a
radical solution of tho Juvish qucstion, az he hed promined .iltbundes~
pracsicent Musy in Suptember, We nontioncd Hurr Keraten, and the
poasibility of his coming with Herr Storuh to furuany in the noxt fow
days to discuss the Juvdish problum with riirmler persomally. 4s tho
visit hod alrosdy been sumrested, vhilo Hiualer <rs 3till unable to
bring hinself to givs e definitv anawer, i vapluinud to hia, that both
out of rcgarc for llerr Korstun, as for th. lacie considerations, the date

of the visit.could not be pul off any longor. [inler feolt how - &
fundonontal a atep such a mctj.ng with Herr Storch, -latcr sasur,
would bo, how it would oonstitute an not, thut aust h.'ve frigztf\ﬂ. Pt
vonsequcnces for hin during Fitler's llro‘.mc. » @3 Wull in regard {o his
Forty colleagucs, as alsc for the Juws. This vas onc of the rcosons
for his constant vacill-tion. I c¢noour 4ud him in ovary wy, to a.va.il
himself of the discussion, perhaps only veciuss I felt that thim -
disoussion night one doy be of synbolis importrnce, Himler said:  ves,
he vas proparec to do this, but if Kalteubrurmer should ‘discover it, it
would be almost irmossible to carry it out, as hu would then be complotu)}
dupendant on Kaltcabrunner who could report it to Hitlor at any tims,.
I suggosted to Hirmler, that as Knltembruncer had alrosdy had hinself
sont by Hitlor to tho Ostm.rk this shou.d bu repeated on some pretext
or other and the mecting vith Storch cot.=d then teke planc at Herr
Kersten's estate.

Himaler was in gront uentel distress. Even openly hoe had been
alnost completely thruwn over by the Fuchrer - Litlcr had ordored, at
Fegeloin's suggeatinn,the Ioibstandarte "idulf Hitlexr" to take.off thoir .
aznba.nda as a.C m-uring punishnent - Ho saidi that I wvas the only one
besides, perhops, .standartenfuchrer Dr, Brasult, thet he could
complutoly trust. Wha' should he do? ~ Hc could not kill Hitler,
could not poiscn him, or arrcst hin in the Chzmocllry, as tho whole
oilitory aachine wou.ld thon come to a standstill., I expleined.that all
this ws of 'ho 'in ortanct, he had wnly two possibilitios, either to go
to Hitler arid openly inform hin of ell that that hed happoned during the
lagt years and persusds hisi %o rosign.  Himuler rotorted, that would bo
completcly iapossible, Bitler would got into onc of his rages, and shoot
him out of hand. I replied: "Theretdre nme aust protect oneself fron

. this." Yoéu heve encigh high SS-lcaders, 'dw <re in a position to prepare

and carry out such surprise orruosts, and if there'!s no other wos, the
doctors must intcrvenic.® Our walk lasted 14 hours,” - Himnler was
upable to reach any dooiaion, but wished o bring togcther Prof. de.
Crinis, Prof. Morell, Hitler's physician. Dr. Stu:pfeggar » the

aocond Dr. = en SS-Muwhrer rnd Sorncnn.

I uaked Professor é.c Crinis about t:2 result t':mhys later, he said
with disappointuent, that he had discussci the syuptous of the nrobable
Parkinaon's discasc perticulerly with Dr. Stuapfegger.” In, Stmpfoggm:

‘had not’ bean, ot tho sexe opinion, but had had to adait neny of his

‘arguncnts. ' They had egrced on certain iedicinos; * Fo hail them

© propared.in his clinic,  Dr, Stuipfoggr @ had, howevor, not sent for -the

Dr.- Stu-npfcgger huad: alss. wented toget r-.dicines, 80 it S qu.ita possible
that D7, Stumpfeggor: ‘fould never collect ‘tho nedioinea froa his clinic..
I inforned Hirmler of. this, vho urgently bc"rrcd ne ncvcr to aay d word .

~&DOU.13 ‘BD.OB(J M‘B‘GOI‘B.

..nothcr thing I pointcd out to Hizmlor wos tne sonsolusant:ss af thﬁ
Wehrwolf. orgam.sntmn, vhich wobuld only lend the Germmun people in wore
suffor:,n{!,. This organisc.tion would ‘apen ‘the floodg:.tes of crine, &3
evexy oriiinal would elain it was'z = natlonal ‘duty,- L4dded to this '
wos the irrcsponaiblu woy .in which thesc: things wér¢ earhasized by
Germany, it was even. announded over the Deutschlondsendér and .
the Hoguo-Comntion wos thus voluntarily ronounced. I closed My
spoech with the words: . "Criminal ant stupid.® Himler wos obvioualy

S
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no woariod by this battle of wills vith w, that aftcr a passion-to
outburst, without peying any attention U vhat I hed said, he rueolied,
"I must consider, vlwther I can do anytb.nj at all to cloar the matter
up".

In thoe dags following 13/4 ~ the date uf cuwr wlk in tho woods -
all tho things.I had been watching for monihs .apd ovor which I had so
often struggled withsmmler, began to rovu wi,'hh ipreathless specd,
Through a trustworthy colleoguo from my off'icc' - Obstlt, von Lowitg -

I got in touch with Reichsfinanzainister Gref Sohv:crin von Krosigk
during the first wecks of ipril. We had ruveral conversations togother
and agreed that the wor >ught to be brought to a spuedv end, in order to
save as nuoh as possible of the biclogica substnnce of Germiany.
S8ince I wos oble to spcok openly on these matters with Himnlor at this
tine, but von Krosigk wes not, as Hiimler had quarrellod with earlier in
t?e car,- I brought the two together for . discussion in the & fternoon of
94 .

19th I‘Q‘rﬂ. 1945,

I lunched befor.hand with Himmler, Bsrger, Obursturabannfuchrer
Grothmann, and. Dr. Brandt. Himmler was very nervous. Berger
attaupted to wuide the conversation rourd to the subject of Fegeluin's
fajlure and the gener»l seriocusness of 1:c situntion and Hitler's
" reaction to it. Himualer checked this wund took the vwind out of Berger's
salls by saying, thot, such and such a cituctici. existed, he knew very
well, the only important. thing was how this cculd be altercd, nnd obvious ly
he, Berger, had nothing new to say about that. Ber;er was put out, and -
only manrgcd to make disconnected gener~l conversction.  Grothmonn also
had a slight passage of crms with Himle °, because he pointed out, as was
his duty, that the Walloon Division un.. . Degrelle wes no longer very .
reliable, Obergrupjonfuschrer Steiner l.ad brought this to his notice.--
Himmler srorked himself up over Steincr and sove various instructions,
vhich Grotlmamn, rightly.defending Steiner in this casc, misunderstood,
and the vhole thmg, rosolved itself into a lengthy dincusszon between’
thon, -Himlor wes by them so jurpy that he ended by: dsking me, what
he wentcd to mect von Krosigk for;  the meeting almost 2id not take

place.

Rolohisarbcitsministur Scldte wus prosunt, as well &s Reichs-
finongminister Gmf Schutrin von Krosigk. Von Kroaigk and Himmlcer
talkcd together alone, vhilst I and Scldts also withdrcw &o - talk thinga
over. Seldte was of the opinion, that ‘Hirmler should take over the stas
powers, force Hitler on his birthday to Lrzadeusi a manifesto to the
Gorman peoplc stating dhat a general eluctinn wuld be held, a sccom.
Party formed and the Poople's Courts discodved, Scldte discoursed for
over two hours on t.is subject and then startud asking mc, what chanoes
I thought a dofence of .the ilpinc exea wruld huve, - To this I ansgwered ,
thot I saw absolutcly no hupa from the military noint of view, but that
it vas only by scme lest, quiuk political sction that anything, in the
circumatances, could be a.ohiuved._ In tlc meantine the convers:iion
betwecn von Rrosigic and Hinoler had finishod. I then spoke “to Voo
Krosigk, who Was very ploased with his . iscussion with Himmler, '
although we both know that it was £ll for teo lute and that the TC was
no longur any hope of success. .«ll the samc we kept to our or;smal
plan, , .

Wo tacn talked of Rcichspraes:ulcnt von Hindcnburg and several of
von Erosigk's exporicncoswdthhin,® Hitl.r, Ribbentrop's failure, ebe
Von Krosigk urred me to go on influunci ' Himaler to risk the de.cis:l.\vc
step with Hitler or without - Yon Krosi:k, I belicve, wrote a letter
to Himaler the mext aa.y, in which he rcx:u.nalud hin azzin of their
discussiun, and wrged hi.-to tako decisive cction, as he was answorablo

+
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to the cntive Gurvmn people.. "I asked von irosipk if Le had inTormed the
Meichocfuchrer of all tho plans we had di- wziowl,  He wndil thot he had,
and had laid prréicular caphasis on the

48 we drove frow Krosigk's heme to ‘oheniychen Himmler thanked ma
for arranging the ‘liscupaion with von KROSICT. I told Himmler, that in
ny oniniun, von Krosigk, as I had knovn fo - o Ll timc, wan 'bhn only
purson in Germany he could make Foreign i olor,

Back® Hobijchon, the miiltary report {-ve o very dupressing picture.

I urgently counsclled Himmler not to travel ww Berlin the next dny for
Hitler's birthday. Ho did nct, howvrr, - lnotr cait doing sc.
JJMeanvhile Hinnler, jn ay prea.c.ne.,c , repuctediy belephoned to Fegelein at
"the Keichs Chancellry, on aiilitery matters, wso the report came in that
Herr Kersten and Eorr Masur hed arrivedat Tuapclhof airfleld and hed left
for Hartzmlde. un Count Bernadotte taw: ulso cxpectsd in Berlin at this
time, end there wma dunger that the two meetings -ould overlap with the
nilitary situation s- d1fr1cult Hitmler ¢.sle:d ne to drive to Herr Kersten.
that night anl begir Lhe first prel:.mme.r talks with Herr Mesur and fix.
a mecting for hin witi Hinaler in Hutzvmlds at a tive I oonsidered
suitablc. '

wfter supper, vhich we had all togeth-r, at Ibienlychen, and at which
there was also Gebbhard, vhom I crmpletelv dstest as « jerson, an a Doctor
I should not like to judge, I intentiona’ iy brought up the guestion of -
sending Bexger to South Germany, in ordex .nce rzain to caphasize the
impurtoence of our action. I thought of Burx er as 2 foil to
Kaltenbrunner in the fouthorn arez, as I '»m.,.L~t.u1y iztrusted
Kaltenbrunner in c¢very respect, and did ncw kmow if cven ny fanily would
be sofe fron hin. us far as I .as concern-., Burte would only b there
to keep me safe, Interestingly enough, Jiuauler did not agree, but .
irmediately storted talking about Kelten! unner. showr he now tr.u,d to mnke
out as a wolitically wisoc and far-seving .nd very juldicious men. Trom,
the coldness of my reaction hic vme able, :3 always, to s.u my attitude,
hovever, it scated that my cbvious disarreaucnt ovlly made hiu hold forth
the more about Kaltenbrunner's clleged scrvices in the 0ld days.
Gebbhox ¥mew nothing ofmy approsching journsy to Fertzwulde, sc I used
his igncronce, which hed to be maintainud for reasons of zcerccy, to put
an end to this disocussion of "Kaltcenbrunner®, by hinting that my further
work of thiis night could scarcely be reconcLlul -4ith Faltcubrunncr's
'political cleverness®. Himler stoppyed, finally and the subject wan

changed,

Shortly before twelve I took my lecve, a3 Hinnler had ordercd
another bottle of chopegne - -controry to his usual priciice - in oxder
to drink to Hitler's birthdey at nidnight. Ve went ovt of cur smy,
becausc wx triud scveral short-cuts along country layigs, =nd, Yinolly just
before Hortzwelde wo were hold up by aircr:f't obv1uasly cor. u.nc beck fron
Berlin, vhich drcpmed Tlares. We arrived ot Gut Ikrzmice about CZ30.
Evcryone yas alrcady fost asleep.

]
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20th ipril, 1945

«8 I had to shure a room with Ferr Kersten, we had un opportunity
of exchanging a fow ".ords in the moruning alout 0400 hours, He was very
annoyoed over Hinmlor wnd his vacillating boh winur and and thousht
that a discussion between Hinalor and Herr louur could herdly loed to
am'thing nov,, but 21l tho same this would bu w oy for lirmlor nnce
aroin %o show his "rmocd will". Kersaten ti- .n ogsin brou‘ ht uwp tho
subjcet of wy ncpotintions with Borr ruasy o2 rald Wwt it had been
a good thing that thu settleuent of thu Jei-i:h -roblen hal been divorced
fron monctary consicerrtions and tlut, 23 Fo Lwé heard from mo, tho money
deposited wos to be :aded over to the Indsrnv.tional Red Cross, I
expleined to Horr Eueston how difficult vho vhole situstlsn had becone
for me just rucently, but how I hnd tried hy cvery ne:wns to have this
oconfercnce takc placo. I then at some lingth dutailed Keltenbrunnor'a
rccent bchaviour, tlhich llerr Kerston noted with  rent intecrcst and
vhich, from his movledre of the facts, hu could continually confim.

: In thc morning of 2.4, at 0970 hourn - Horr Kcrston hrd got up
osonovhat carlier -~ I <xr wokon up by the noise of rircreft flying ovor-
hecad, Vhile I sms still sheving a heavr bouber hed cvidently dropped
o bonb over Eartzwalde, witich hed falle:. obuvut a ke wny noar a suall-
guage redlwy. Not n vleasent surprisce for Herx Masur, with vhom I
had broakfast ond, ottcrinris, our firs- conferencu,  Herr hasur wes at

.first comcvhat nervous but thon I found .. point of contect vith him and

we¢ discusscd frecly all the probluus that intiroestud us. I also ciplainod
to Herr dasur ot fairly srcat length why the usy business in Switzorlend
could no longer bec com.mucd. He rcgn." sd tbis ve.ry nuch end soid thot
all the senc he would be intgrested to @ % bow such things took place in
Goxmany. In the corly aftcrnoon I werr: for o salk in the vood ‘ith
Hexrr M¥esur again, vhicn he ongquired cboul anny things in Comony rogerding
which I, as for ns it wos nossible, willingly geve him information
end cxplanntiona. Ho leid grent suress on boing able %o leave Berlin
again by planoiietover happencd, at the letest by Honday. He could
not agrec to any postponacnt of hia uceting with Him=lor, s he would
then regretfully hove to dewert, without heving had the talk, I
Iknew thet Hizaler ir.tonded post--\onmg the Ueldk <edin ond ny task now was
to sce that the egrccd date wms adiwred to. under 2ll circuistonces.

On ny rcturn fron the welk I wms runs up from the Swedish Mabossy
whorce Count Bernndotite wes stoying. The L-iter told ac thet hic tould like
to talk to Himler cnce cgain, but thet he aust, shatuver hoppencd,
leaveon the 2ist, i.c. the next doy, at O6RD hou:rs in the norning.

His departure c'mld not be postpuncd unée: -ny circuastances. The

tcsk now sms to brirg; Himler and Horr ileww to-gether and to'ack

' Count ‘Borncdotte to o place, where he too ¢ ald talk wndisturbed with
‘Himmler that night. I did hope, -that ov.rytiing I had discusscd with

the Count would non, ot the very lnst aiwbe, bu decifed upon. In
ordcr to ~dhere to the Pincl detc of dape. la.o I L@ the Count taken to
Fohenlyehen, vhere kawmns to bo looked a“ter on ny inctructions.

I aysclf drove zdsut 1700 hours to ustrow, to Zicthun custlo, to
weit for Hinnler therc. I, Brandt ¢ri.( in various woys to haston
Himalcr's duperture fron tho Reich chanc. llzxy in view of tho tine
fixed fur the mecting, but this wzs obvioualy iapossible becausc of tn
cir reid.  Fizdor did not roeech Wustrois LIYL cliwat 2238 hours.

Iven before sup-er I wmlained the situntion recording iinsur and Count
Bernodotto to hin and eske@ hia, above « il ot last to usc the channul of
Count Burmedotte «nd mut on cnd to the "uxr, The discussion lasted
compurotively long:, Secauae hc &iain hac Coubts rbout the acoutiag with
hgur. He did finclly decite, hoiwever, to Jrive with ne to Huwizmids
end, fron there in the sonc night to Hohenly chen o have brunkfast vrith
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Count Bernndotte at 0600 hours. Himmle: then outlined to ue what he
wished to say to Masur. It was cssenti lly o chronologicel sumacry of
cvents sith an attempt at a skillful jus.ificotion. I asked him not to
speak of the "Karma® butwecn the tuo peo les, nor of Woltenschauung, ete.
vhich Korr lasur would not be able propexrly to understand. It would bo
nuch better not to spock of the past, but instend to deternine shortly and
preoisoly what had to be done to scve thosc, vho still c>uld be saved,

ond vhat he hinsclf had to do, cs tho men revponeible for these things.
This ins wlso what Herr Mrsur tanted to '.cor o.na. in this way it would be

a good thing, if he rhowed that, by the ~cesures he was taking, he vas
putting himsclf in opun contradiction cnd discbedience to Hitler and his
cntourcge, this being whot he must now, at last, teke upon himsclf to nmake
amonds for his porsonal conduct. Himler wished to think over my advice.

2ist Jpril, 1945 -

Wo 10ft.hstrow for Hartzwalde about 1.15, with only a driver and

Dr: Brandt with us. We hod tostop in e patch of wood on the way, as
thore wes auch low flying a.ctivity in the crea. We were ? howover, able
to procced after .quarter of en hour without furthcr hitchs Wé arrived at
Bartawalde cbout 2,30, aftor a short grecting the conferemco-betweon
Horr Masur snd Himmler, and ‘Herr Kersten and mysolf tagan. . Himmlor
roally led the conversation, What hc sail nmounted %o his showing that
he hed wented to. solve tho Jewish question by benichnent, but this could.
not be successfully inmplemcnted, on tho onc hand becouae of opposition from
the world, but on the other hand because of opporition emong ourselves.

. I had the feeling that thae .convcrsation was corrcetly apvrocinted by Hexrr
Mosur in its individual perts. Viewod as a wholc, hovetver, it vas only
en attempt to justify whet I like to call the cosaic outcous of the event".
Horr Mcosur did not go into the individual points in detail, but nerely said -
aftor about three quarters of an hour, th .t thosc oxplanntions had -been very
interesting, dbut that they did nothing to alter the actual situation. - He
s pri.noipally there in order to obtain she followimr essurances:- '

1) - Tmtmmoro Jews would be allovedtobe put to deeth, = ..
vhich he had heard had already boen ardercd by H:!:mlar. T

2) The present numbor of Jews, which was cortainly not
N accurctcly known and dispu.ablc, should, whatever
happened, be kept in the comps and no longer evacuated.

3) That all camps in shich thore wore still Jows: ahould bo
‘catalogued and: mcde known. " ¢ .

These points wero ngreed upon, . H:imler 9l'mys sayin.g th...t he hml
already ordered-this cnd that everything would .be done-.to bring those .
problens to an nd -in this ‘definitc nanner, He pointed out the © ..*-
difficultiés he had with Hitler hero. - The ubove-ncntioncd po:lnts wote .
to be confirmed'in writing. ~ Thisws'discussed between Herr Kersten,
Dr. Brepdt ond Himmler, I lmew that Himler wos .also rcady to relocse

Jewish women from Ravonsbrueck to Herr Masur, as Be had nom.-.ss:.cn ‘Trom”
Hitler %o rcmove all the Polish women from Revonsbrueck, ' He had sdid to

ne prevmusly, that -orie -could’ vory well:let: the'Jévish wonon go fron’ therc..,
T3 Bo $5 s position 4o leay, 1P +ha mttcr avcr ‘eanc up af‘bcm:rda

4.

Yo m
V- yiel luu-M-n WY ddd Y P v ves

that these had: been Poles. - . R

I hn.d gone into- anothér roon with Herr inasur in nrder w discuaa
with hin therc all the poifshc wished to ask Himlor at the end of the -
talk. Aftcr the start of the .Jjoint - confcronoe, vhen I saw how gri
colourlcss® it mas bocoming and concorned ..aly with- uniiportent incidental
points, T triec‘i ‘to-put an end to the talk,. so as still: to be able to be -

+ith Hiomler - in Hohenlychen punctually dt 0600 hours, .aficr o short
lceve teking ve drove off about 4.30 from hu'tmaldc. On teking leave =

c

IR
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assured Horr Masur again thot I would do overyshing that lay in ay power o
make his Ceparture on tho next day possiblc. Wo arrived at Hohenlychen
1 at 0600 hours, that is on thc 21st, and wwerc able 'to have
broalfast with Count Burnadottu straight awny. I hed hoped that tho
frank tolk between Himler and the Count that I had so lang desired,
would at last lp.co. sgain Himmlor avojided this., It rmaimd a
goncral conversatidnlin which, as a new affin; or .gave the Count
permission to tramport the Pblia.h wonen from Ravensbruack to Sweden,
Re@arding this point Himaler hed already told me, that Hitler had only
agrced to this proposel, becausc ho hed mede it clear to him that the
reception of these Folish women by Sweden wos not only o huaanitarian

* aot, but, undor the ociroumstahces, & politionl gesture against Rusedas

The ronson for this action of Himalur's wes as follows: I had oonnoctioms
vith thc Polish Prince Roedsiwil in Gomevn through Herr Musy junior. Tho
Princo had alrcady in Januory ocnt ne & list of Polish wonén in -
Ravensbrueck comp ond these I had pronised to frce vhatever happcned, as

- thoy wore just chiléren and young g..:ls. I had laicd the umworthiness

of this atate of things strongly beforc Himiler and wes even able:to
prevail upon him to allow a rcleasc, partly by pointing to the racial
quelitios of the Polish poople » in which comnceticn I roferrcd to my own
wife, This ho.d irpressed hin very nuch and I hed felt that, as he had

- repeatedly brought up the question of his own acccrd, he had ocoupied

hinself with it a great deal, More I had not bcen able to achicve at
that time. In order to gain hig point with HitC.or without giving away
his real motives » he epvarently hed tried to solwve tho qu.est:i.on by-
giving ;i.t the above-uentioned political bookground.

. Apart fron this Prince Radsiwil urgeatly requesteu the relco.aa of
Gencral Bor. ' I:also -discussed this wit Himmler, who did not want to .

: make’.a - decision on the question without Hitler. I succeeded in seVing

" General Bor at, so to spesk, the last moment, in thot I was able to ‘give
-the. operative order in the nsne of Himler to the Prisoncrs Camp. in

Klattnow in’ Gzechoslcvakin Be wos then taken in the genoral
direction of Munich and Himmler likewise gave ne permission to send
Genoral Bor over into Switzerland. This was on 24.4.45. I gave tho.
order’,.but was not able to worify its exscution,

Count Bernadotte expressed thanks-for this offer and asked whether
it would not be possible to transport the Danish and Norwegian
prisonors to Sweden, Himmler declared that he was not in a posit:!.on
to authorisge this, but agrecd that, if Neuengarme wcre overrun, no -
evecuation of the Danish and Norwogisn prisoncrs would ensue (sic). :

.The Oount expressed thanks for meeting him half vay in this
notter and for the confidence he had been' shown in the earlier
oonversations. The ta.lk ended. in e gencral cozwersa.tion and an orfic:l.al

leeve ta.k:lng . .. T Com fave ,_._ 2

H:Imler lmew tlmt I woum, accanpaw t‘ho Gount fo:: pu.r'b ot' ‘tho
wny a.nd ‘Sooretly !nped that I-wouldd -theh cgain roquestihin 4o fly. to
‘Gannrhl. F:iganhmr oh Kis awn ihitiativo; in.order to noke:d ¢ .

negotio.tion‘nor a: diacuuion.betwém Himleér .and>.Ganerol:. Eisonhover. - %
pouible. The roau].tmg..coxgversation e 'hdd 'énthe rond near Waren; -

.. ‘iiMeckienburg, yhiere we parted, revenled the. situntion: to: be.: approximateﬂ.y
LY folwwii} ““The-Reichsfuehrer:dves:not. see the.real situation any
. nore, . . I tanhot help -him any nére, fo¥y for thet,;he would hawe had to

have. 'ka.hbn :things,in the:Reich’ eh'tj.rely into: hia,mm h‘“’n’ afte:‘ W.M e

. _ ﬁ.rst visit. I con: -lrw,;'d)\y o,llowhim‘-my dore chances. a.n‘f! ou; ‘my.

deny Schellcnberg, would:be' more” sensible to. think omyoursclf"

3 ’J.'here was'nothing I could say to him: in. reply. cnd.'we. took :doave, 3-! ci
- ‘though we. were not. o’ see. eagh ‘other’ again’ witbin a. measurahle spo.ce
- of time :.:—.I.ms axtremaly uﬂ. U R
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I drove Lrok t Hohenlychn, a3t 2 hours and sma then called to
diwler, Wi cng atildl in J(.(l, about 12.5C irurs. o told we that
his lcalth no not rood end, indeed, he  ns tho picture of a fown soul
and oy unrcs\'; e dicastisfietione I o add only sy tluwt T could do
nntlin:’ wore for hdn n«\.., ane. Lt Loy fin Wil with Liig tu net, tnd that
in any vy he liked, ca I sl oly Q10 not ae. aumy out o Ln.r Ay any
mrce Ve then hnd lunch tospoticr, Our convers-iion brousat out wothing
ncire  The cvor-.oraening uilitary situction of Jorlin <is discusaed.

We left for Vaustrow shout 1600 how 3 crtuy T 'had convineed Himlor,
that it vould notg Le cood for aia to drisc b 3exline Jeogot into mreat
troeffic cirficultivs in Locwunbury;, as muaberlesa troon acveaents had
beeouo mixed wp with wndless colwians of refwgices, closing all the crterial
roods Lfron and do Herdin nd llocklonburi. 1 asked Fimder to Cetoch @
caupeny froan his cscort to give assistonece, i only to eneblc the troops
to acve wa. It 2s then that, for the firass e, Himalor s2id, as we
drove n: "Sciclicnvcrg, I dread all thot's still to cowo", I replied,

that this ougut ot lust to give hia tho c.arxrcee to et He C.i..'.n't !
ronly.  Shortly Ler'sre Wustrow we aet a low 11ym, cnenly adrerefv, but
thosd o perently intonded rather to atteck the rofu ce coluans cnd
troop :veaents lyin: bohind us.

O'oergruppcnfuu e r dereer and von IL.rff hiwl been orlered to renort

to Fimaler in Vlasticnr, Berger so as te le o ouds Lotout intentions
befire he flew off for the Scuth in Hirmder's cdrereat. I-gwt alone with
Liimaler. The gubjeet f comverstbion waas wuy 1vweasion of oar
' gonversi.tiong with .dusur. I crcdn referced to tae rreat puilt of
Lzatcnbrunnor in continuaily nullifying: e rdcrs isoued since the

llusy businecss cnc thds cvening ot Iact ne e o gstreng Lapressinn on
Himmier, "Yes, ycs, Schcllenbers, if oniy' I vl listened to you
earlicr®. _Lfior the aczl we were left Jdone nd tnlked cbout renerel
probleas: fceding, Conger of c¢pideaics, trks concerning cic-ring wp, ~
Priisoners of ¥ar, cte. and thon again and :goin over the senscless ~ttitude
of Hitlor's, which wag so srenily influcaced Ly Eiltenbrunner, wnd of the
continual cv:cuntion of thic cxps. Vhen T Ceseribud. the above as
criadnel "Iimaler beecae very reatloas » tiiost unconirolicd, nd said
"Schollenborg, now don't you staxrt tuo, Eitler hos been furious for cGays
that Buchenvald end Be rrcn-Bclzcn were ret wacuated o hanlred pur cent”.
To that I szid, for tlc i first tiac to Hiwler: "But in thet cese his
Parkinson's disc'ls\. -ust nwve Quvelowed very foxr", Tdauler cccented

this without coumient, but our conversati.n hucaie aore .fficial und h
imcdintoly asked Bersger to join ine. ..t the szic aocent Fepelein
tcleplionoed Aith the informetion that Mitler st Joedbbels vore furivas

thot Borger had not Stoyed in Bexrlin,  The Lattor vas required on account
of the seatence :einst Gruyenfuchrer Profegsnr 'y, Brendt , fdtler's
provises, shysiciun-in-ordinery, s had been condeanes to deeth in the
last fuw Cuys beezsuse he hed knowinly let s wile fall into

Zacric:n hrnds in .-;-uru\ in, I -ag e&dlc to sutlcr ¥rot tlic conversction
betieun Berger end wiialer, that this st eracern o huge powe of
intrifgue soing °n a;.mrgg those closust to titler, in vhich titler's,
nistress, va Braun wnd Fegelein's wife hed o g...l."l:.. Sdaler did _
evervthing o Jostrono and hinder the cxccution ol the senteiiccs. 1
could sce thnt fro:t hds attituce ~nd fron the. instructions vhich he

Fave over the teiciaone to Grujnenfuc..hrcr ‘mc,llc.r, Cuigl’ ol the

Gesta, 20, inwy presence,  Profeasor Dro Srondt wns Ulen.to Schwerin to
protect aia fro.: cirraids and Peeelein vwoz LHdo that Derecr vams already
on ithe my South with the aircmft . In view of this the cxccution

coull not txke place at tho uacnt, unless keichsleitcer Bormann cnd
Gocbbels took off trusted Porty aeabers for the tnsk. s I found all
“hcao things coout urger and "'-1c carrciit conversation unintcresting,

I touk uy lcave.

r-

«Lter an hour, lwwever, I wec coll:d for asnin.  Fimler sat Cown
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a2in it e 2% o bl and $old ue vhet he woudd do, if Le¢ e had

the wowver in Garnwny in his randa. He ashed o the U very orening to
counsidor ¢« possidle wwe for hiix o rive the now Purty, shich I h.d sugoe tod
to Lin. I zawe ki dhe nawe "Natiamele Sesadunge p rici! (Nr:sinal

Coulition or r.llyi.g mxty). So, then beran to spurk sredn of

roaoving ifitler, Lat only in vasus hints.  Jw Cdedssed ac about 04.3C
aours ond went to bed. : :

2ond ioril, 19457 .. Cot
Foh

at 10,00 hours (it was Sunday rniwg) Cdaiiler had bre:kiast with
or, frandt wnd e, .ccording to Hidswor the albatory situs.ion had oo
deteriorated uver nizht that 4 UnfTon=-33 Divisiong of Ovber. rujrawnfuchrer
Steiner hod howi do be put in on Eitler's orders s 6 lest do~or-dic
attacke I comnot suy acewr-tcly now, vt the striicgic situction ws.
Thore was to he o flenk zttrck wgicinst Wic lwssirns soaocvhere, *© Hinler
wvos still coipletcyy convinced of the nuoessity for this order of the
Fuchrer’s, vihiide I wes in agrecaent it his ailiday Ojubtent Grothoonn
thet this too was an unnccessary spilling of blool. | ly wrotosta 'm
those iincs sarc disr.gerded, as I wus suphosce to understond nothing of
Ailitaxry ww.tters, .

+fter brealkvust Borger and Lorenz ~yenred. They wxrce to drive
with us to Fohenlychen as well., us Ziel: cn Gistle, ustrow, was being
threatencd by the cnuwy and : ol € b given wo.

I then went on to discuss the Vennim acaw vwith Derger, Vancaonn
wag an .oericin .J4r oree general, o Curnwn prisoncr «r mr and previously
iacrican ailitary :.ttuchc in Jerlin, whe s W leove Gorway illegoelly
with cuwther .iicricon .ir Fvreo Coldtel on iwvgew's ond Ly sugicstion.
Vanrooum ns b0 fly to Roosevelt vis Svitszarla:, fivst of wl: to obtain
better aid for the .aerican vrisoners of wr Mk sccondly to cxplain to
hin thet @iuler wnted neace with the wesiam overs,

T had concuived this plan soic aonths before, ~hen 1 had ~anted to
rclease Bnglish prisoncrs of Tar, the ... & mow in Mglend, for cxomplo
Mr. Dodge an many -thersy vith the object of iedding propaganta for un
understunding.  Eitler and Himaler, hovwver, hed given & very firm
refusal to both,

I hed soent a long tiae with Vancamm and we had agreed .
everything. to-getiior. | It could not, however, be e rriut vut, 28, in
spite of «1l way recuests, Yiuiicr would nut give o eredission, On
Wy owm rosponaidility I erranged his illoegnl crossung of the fronticr
with Swiss friends ond the .aerienn ail- 4 vy wliache Gensral leg:, in
Bernc, Switzcrlend, and sent Vanwacnn . the aacriean-.dr Torce
Coloncl, who wos to cccompany hLia, in w cux Ceopite the grect Hetrol
shortage, to Congtance for the fronticr crossiiy;, .3 I hac no news of
either, I agked 3Berger in Zdaler's presence o tuke f ghecial
interest in tuc case,  Eimaler wes now asrecsble o Uae plan.

T

There -.a8 o very hasty densrturo iioz wuatrow wbout 1200 lours, as
Russian Sank spcarho:wds wore revorted i e renerad circction of
Locvuiberg = Kruien, We Jrnve in o nartacrly dircetion Proia Wustrow
to Muallenbury end then struck off costimris i ordor to rcach
Fohenlyohens . iehrancht coluins, guns and Sanks thnt verc being drought

“up and continued rotivity by low £lying adreraft so duluyud us, +hat

the frive took over on hour and & half.

We had & very latce lunch to—gether in Jibhenlychcn, The
converscticn ot table wos Lwstly conocrnedl with Oburzurenfuc hroel
ser.er cnd torenz's affoirs. I took absolutehy no part in the
conversation. ‘ :
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Himnler :oked e w0 doy behind alone - Ctor the .aeal ond sedd o
mos " aliost think Schellenbere thot y. o oxe, rifht, I -mas wct in sone

wey or other., What fio you suggest?®. 1 ocralednee e oaim thed 1 uas
sturally too lote ful everyshing.,  The wewum o080 i wdortinstedy
could ro lonver be corricd-out. Therce .as, iw, ALV, atill -nc ooasibility

and that was now ot last t6 dincuss the aitu.tinn absointcly o~houdy with

Count .crnadotte, whoa I had on ay ovm rogpyinetiility j..‘u‘.‘-". Intoe tlic pictwm
to a eh nc.g.tc.r f.moi aore coamrchensive .aanb then e e, I

stated, however, thet T was uot cscurately fivoraed na w Cwsehers 1 conld
stiil rcach Cau.u'r. Bernadette in Gerawy .- ov Jonaerk. I swososed thet,
since ng fur os I could reacaber he hed » n;-.." e rersn in whoek ap

%o londoy, il circuusimncos eilow t.c-., he nipgnt still be theve, Tia-lor

thercupon docided straight avay het I showdd drive to lucbuck lmedintely
in order to tall opualy with the Count. )i, fdacier, vwas now presured |

to regucst the Count officially in his nouc bo carxcy thc, seele J"bu 1
of cwitulntion o the Western povrers.

I prevarcc for -y u"wa.rtu;.c frmacdintely and carove ofr about 1630
hours for Iumebecl:s Uiy, tu preat cnwuay civer-rt sctivity, zoad blocks,
etc. I A1 not awriv: in lucbeck i1l nip 2% ool cscertoined o wier a
ahort tiue that the Cemt was neither in iricirichsruh, nor Lucheck, nor
Flensbuyy bLut in Jpoerresde in Demark. ftur A couraratively short tine
I succceded, desnito 11 ditficulties, in s»caking to the Count on we
telephone and ruque‘,. ins hia to Troeeive v nexs Goy in Flensburg. e
arranced o aeshion 2%.bh. at 1500 hours i Flensbuary ot the Swedisa

Consouli.te,
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In the meentin:. it wus worning ajuin wd aftor J hours rost oand
telephoning to Himalor to inform hin of my “ulephone conversation with
Count Bernadotte, I drove to Flensburg. .t 1300 hours I net attache
Chiron at the Swedish Consulito in Flonsbw z, who conducted ae to the
Swedish Consul - Honorary Consul - Peters-sn, wich sion I had lunch.

4t 1500 hours Count Bormadotte arrivod. L discusaed with hin

the catire situation and Himaler's intent’cas.. The Comat considered
that it was probably no longer nceessary Lo ;o tq Luebeck, as Himmler
could put his intentions down in a letter tu kisurhower, that if the .
-degloration of unconditional surrender to tho Weatern Powers. That would
vertainiy be the best solution, I roplied that such a course did not
sem to ue possible should Hitler still o alive, end asked hin still
to come 'with me to Iuebeck for o short discussion with Hirciler, iftex
an hour's talk tho Count declured hinsel? prepercd to do se, I
teleshoned from Flernsburg with !Sonderzu;; Steiernerl:! to fix a meeting

+ with Himler in Imcteok. DPr. Brandt arswered, .but as he vas unsble to-
reach Hifmler for the uonent ho pronised to teleohone ne later. That
the teleplmno functioned under the cirowistances wes luck, as the lines
were s0 overlocded with 'Wehrmacht! traffic, that it was nut possille to
got through on the noraal post office comnunicutions. .t 1800 hours
Dr. Brandt rang up. " He said that Himlor would be gled to see the
Count in uy presence at luebeck at 2200 hours.

. 4fter a quick =aack ve drove from rlcnaburg to Luebock «t aboub

4900 hours, Ve arrived at ths Swedish Ccibulate thoxo at 2108 hours.

- In, the neantime I waited in the Hotel Innziger Hof in the rooms which had

been erranged as offices and got into touck with Geacral .mcnnenberg's’

. Dienststelle - Oxrdnungspolizei - whore Hiu.lor intended. to stay, 4t
2200 hours 1 wea ordered to present ‘uwyself and I gave Himmler & short
“report on the main points of my conversation with the Count and strengthened
hin in his intention to ‘forward the decision to capitulate through the

. Count..to the Western Powers.  Hizmler vacillated for awhile and then
: agz‘eed to my arguments which I repoatedly put before him and said, "good,
ve will go %o the Count at, 2500 hours - arrange the mecting". -

: I arove with Hi.:nler at 2300 hours to the Swedish consulc.te, where
- we- axrrived at 2310 hours., &8 the électric light was cut at that time
“in Inebeck, the discussions wore oond\mted by candleight. The alaxm’
weut as soon as formal greetings were over, and there vms a hoavy -
attack on an asrodr:iie nearby, so that we-hed to sit m the ccllar.
- hour, Later: fortuweately the discussious oaxenced, " Himler delivered -
e lom; dlacourse on the nilitery end pold vical s:.tt.w.tion ‘of. tho Rnich a.nd
.. "then ‘gave. a more or less. honest and: aocvrate’ acr-ount oft the whole -
- situation; "We: Gernans’ nust declare ouzselves as becten by the ‘frustem o
o .i.llies. ' That is’ 'what: I request you, tlmou:h the Swedlsh Gaverment" A '

© hiagret Life in’ fhia tio
~ghould’ fall fi.;htmg agn:.nst_ 'lshevism, thc. 'Idce., to thc f.ulillnen
.1.'hmh hc .m.d dedicc...cd h:.s J.: e‘. P S o

o Gount Bernadotto declared t}mt he on b:.s part s )repared to pass
' H:n:mle 'c proposal on, indicating that it was for hin, and probebly. -
also for ‘he Svedish Govermmont, a matter of first inporta.nce that the o
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ontire Northcrn Sector be saved fron a senscless destruction through the

- continuance of this war,. This considera \.ion wos for hin alse as Swede

the deciding faotor for carrying out Hirvder's request at all, Himlor, .
~in answer to a questi-n from the Count, 2eclered hiuself prepared to

agrec to the trensfexr of mnish c.nd Nor 9gian internscs to Swedon. .

' The. disdussion on the forn in vhich the dvcloration of capifulntion
should be handed to thu We.:tt.rn Powers took o long time., Wo rovertcd
to tht original plan thnt - t. Bcrnadotte should, without using q.t‘fioia.l '
diploantic channels, fly. stre %o Geucral Eisephowir and give hin |
Himnler's declarativn dirvot. Wo agrced on the idea-thut Himler ahould
write a lctter .to his Excellénoy Guenthor, in:uhich he should Trequest hin .
to ‘givo his syopathetio support. to tho affairs. of vhich.he had infomed .
Count Bornadotte,  cnd. vhigh the latter vould place beforo him, ‘Himiler
" discuased- brioﬂy with .mo the "forn of this lotter should: take, vhich . .
Himnlex thest vrote Sut him,aelf by candlelght on notopeper: wh:l.oh had been -.
hirriedly dbtained: - The Count oaid he wes prepered to- fly to Stockholn ,
with this lotter.cn the rollowing day, i.e. on the 24th Apr:llg to maks the,
neoesaa.ry arrengements, . We agresd that I should go with the'Count as far .
ag’Flensburg or. Apenrdde, and- then remain there as a: conncoting link dn.- -
- case of questions or adduataenta , and also to organise a.fast- cmnioatmn '
.liné with Himmler ‘in case of any news, 'iimlerandlleft the Swedish
Oomula.te a.:t‘ter very hearty furmlls, at 0130 houra. “o

Voo I mt with Himler once more :lnto ucneral 'hennenberg 8 Dienststelle
,ahere ve sat for another ialf an hour, This half hour gerved to lighten
" his, anxiety over thest:cp vhich he had ta.-en’ ‘wnd to inbuc him with . .
strength sovthat. he need not. feel, that .\t ho hal'.idone was in any way :
-disloyal":to the' "Deutsche Volk".: - . Be then drove off to-his: Koma.ndoste:l.le-
. ‘at’abouti0230. hours.: :.'I:went -back. to the Dansiger-‘Hof where Intﬂl had
a few: th:l.ngs to:-discuss withuy people, then to.fetoh the Count:™ .
punctuall a.t**Ob'O@ hou:m f:tm- the &md:.: b Gonsula.tetand drive With him
to: F.'l@'s “1'8 S e T e,

'~.'.
”

It :I.a perha;m of‘ interest to note horo thn.t on,tha xm to the

Swedish Cons.da.te Himmler drove, his lerge’ car-himselfs . I bad one: of

" my’ nen .v.i.th me.as pilot, and hé was' bathed .in perspiration because’. .

of -HimmYer!* a.appall:.ng],v ‘bad-driving --curbg, spo.ssing heavy‘tz'affic. B} :

vas-at. beat“b. bad: driver, but:. quite:obvioMsly :his’ agitation was yory-:l. - .

greats: . “He-started-off too-fast from the. Pwedish.Conduliite so- that: he N

Tanded with:his :16ft  Pore~whesl off .the edge of the- drive and.it’ tcok’us,'_'“ S
togethcr wi.th».’th  Count, ; .u.bout % hou.r & work betors e were eble.£0 go - 7




25 April 1945,

Foxr the 25 the April I had ordcred Stand.rtenfuchrer Novensiepen

-%o mect me in Flensburg in order to infora lum of the cathority ~nd
Spocinl Ppviers vhich Hismmler had given me in writing: =" in roughly the
following words: ‘“acting on ryy oxpress wisa, ls full po.cry to . .
issue’ ordors. which. src to be obuyod vithont question! ;;h'\t o1l Lh.n.ish
end Nereglan intqm)pbs wvore to' be transfarrcd to "3?6 Fiithont question.
I told hin to be in Ccpcnh...gon vithin  ib.. vext for days' 4n order to disaios
tho political situction oftDémanrk wivh Iv. Jest, end told hir1 to provere

the ground for this uu:t‘ng by sceing thid: in the noxt fo: doys no 1ore
death sentunces sould he. pronounced or ccrried vk, Tovensiepen \as
impreuod: with this «nd proniscd to moke wsontact with Dr. Bout forthwith.
. Of Iry Beat I had the inprossion that h. vns not o gonuine follower -of
Hitler. . This also Mo out in thc_ocourse of 1y ocorversation trith hin in
Coocnhrgen on the. 30ih April, vhen I wes ablc to %cil him that ho had o
buter onou\v in Ka.].tonbrtmnor, vho hed told ac vwith pride that on receipt

of o telegram from Best, Hitler had onco s~id to him thut it would be
Jbetter if Bost wirose his name with "ie", ther he would bu called "Biest" ~

' uotunJ.J,y for Be:st a oompl:lmont.

,. _._Anri.l_&i

On the 26th. Agrﬂ. I reccived a provisional roply f ron Count newonhaupt
_ 4dndicating that the negotir.tions irerc not going well, nainly Lacouso
. Himmler sas:not cocccptable as o person. This provin:.oml uessege I did
- -not pans.on; o Himler. , '
‘In the Lto aftornoon ny collcague Cbex: lu.tnrn'l'. von Duwitz ccnmo to
" see me with i report of a wircless mess:.ge vuccived from ‘the .
, Frontmxfklncnmgschefu »-Oberat Buntrock, atuiing that a ll‘routo.ufklvonmg-

.1 koeinando ‘had madé contoot with en Amcrican ruece -party.  Peraission wus

requestod o enter into: an. arrangcmont for us to vork togethor. I

- ‘discusscd -this with von Dewitz. ~ We wcre both agreod that the roport wna
E ccrtainly of ‘thé greetest intorest and that ' exrot account was

. urgently required... No /2. roply reached me. The W/% wns oonver tion

. bot'aoen E\mburg a.nd nrOSmo.bly, Obing in Oborbaycrn. .

, Ini_the n:.ght of 26/27 April I reooived o message. to czpcot tho Count
~at. tho Oiuna ' a:z'aort whcrc ‘16 was to. oarrive. fmm Copcnlmgon, on tho :

) ibnﬂ. tho” the' 'gpmue of,.:bhe COunt :
X rit Fliegerharstmlandan ]

: ©. R ) : [ e
-;;;:-';;}Sct,tor ,.molud,.ng Dcmark r.nd Norr.rc,y, shouid bo aparod the complete’ o ..
o vdc:.truotmn t‘z. t" the oontinucd Pfighting of thc Wehrmncht would bring.

.’...




-27-

The Gount offourcd to go vith me to Himmler rnd dinouss thoso things with
him, as we had to acaapt the faot thnt my discussions id not only resulted
negutively, but that the .lliod preas had “ckua the natter up, ond so my
position with Himler vas by no ncons sgiumwive I s thoerclore ralicved
that the Count wonted to go with ac for r.uothur dimousaion with Hilalers

Vo arruaged-to leave for Lucbeck at 0400 :n the night of 26th April,

I relurned to I‘J.unaburg , tried to ring 'wp ldcrfler but ims only able
to speak to Dr. 3randt who very anxiously cnquired wix £ the rusuli wics.

- I told him ncgetive, but porhajs it ma stili possible 1o do something
aoout the Northern Soctor. .8cid the Court wamitcd to- coaw to Iuebuck
too to discuss the aaticr vith Bimmler, Vhis was flngly rcfused, I
was to report to Himpler alonc. : o

28 April 1945.

As I did not T‘.Lsh to disturb the Count ~ my tclephone convorsntion
hed been at 0100 housz = I drove from Flenshurg to Apenradc 2t 0300 hours -
whero I asked the Count-at O4LO0 hours not to accoupiny me, as I had -
and this Dri: Brandt had told me -~ to go furikeor south than Iucbeck to
soe Himnler. 4s-it vwas 80 no:r the front I asked the Count not to come.

Shortly aftcr OLOO hours I left Apenrude for Iuebeok, As I know

that ny position vis o vis Himnler vas vary difficult, and thet under
curtain circunstences I must reckon on ny liquidetion, I hit on the idea.

of sending for- an Astrologer from Bemburg, pcrsonally known to Himmlex,
vhom I took with me, in order that an a.strologionl vession wight absoxb’
same .of the bitturnoss of disappuintment, Tox I knev Hinuler hud a great
opinion. of this part.wular gentleanan, a '

I mitod till -2000 houra ci the mnz:ger Bof in Iuabcck, until I
was calléd tb Genorrl Woennenberg's Dienstutellev to report. I gave an
account- o? iy long discussisn with the Couat.and’ the unofficial advice
of the Swedish (‘overment which he had transnitted.with regard to the
Northam ‘Sector. ‘- The first part of my c.nversction with Hiomler need not
herc bo™' gore into. The discussion was for ne rot'a siuple one and now:
that it is over thé whole affair paased °f for ue with quite. unbeliemblo
luck, Aftor e .few hours I was able to daaonsiratc the political .
significance of the Northern Seotor, the futility of. ocontinuing the fight
to the end in Demmcrk and Norway a.nd the g'-u...t hart the mea.n:mgleas ,
destruction of these countrics would do .o what reucined of Germany's
. reputation. After a longthy discussion of tho forma of 'the Allies' |
refusal, his bitter disappointment, the ¢isclosurc in the orld press,
hia; fea.r that his letter to Foreign :iinistcr Gaonther. aight also bo .
put at the aisposal of ‘the world-press, the conscquences his. step would:
have vr.lth Hitlor, oy responsibility as-the noving epirit in -this; for
© ‘him’ - 1y“so fetal atep, wes 2 difficult. bo.ais -on:which to ec:cry
- _.through thé‘pi}n’n for -saving tho:Northemm- Seotor:: . All the seae I
. enaged, vithithe help-of the abovo-nentionoed gentlemn, Yo put: forw:ml
: 'tb,e proposals for ‘Such & aolution, so. convincingly, -that:he wﬂ:hdrer‘_f
- for:an ‘houx.-to think it over. ' ‘Then 'nt about 0300 hours he gevo Le
._V-authority to eont:_\nuc-?’thc discussinns wl.th tho" Count, *fﬁxst of“all ozu o

‘e

- e
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I lbmediatoly sot off for Flensburp tor a discuasion with the Count
within the linits of this authority,

2 fori) 1945, . }\.) S

I c.rrived. in Apenradc botvoon 1100 c2 ul 1200 hours on tho 2yth April
U cnd lunched +with the Count at the house .- Mitaann 'moéscn, and we thon
discussed the Noytll.m Scetor. The Cou .t then &¥Fungqd Tor o mooting,
in his presence, botuein representativer «if tho Smdi-sh Govermcnt and
mysulf, for tho next day, 1,0. 30th April.

We loft Apcnrads about 1700 hours - Antmann Thomson handed wme a numbox -
of requuats, susponaion of scntonoes, rclcasc of Donish policamon, all of
which I declt with in Copenhagun on the nuxt day. The Count Arove himsolf.
We errivod in Coponhagen ot about 2330 hourn and wont to tho Hotol
D'Angleterre,

30 _April 1945.

We mot at 0900 hours on the 30th April. I went first to see Ir,
Sost to inforn hia of uy authorisation, the decision to give up the
uilitery ooccupation of the Northerm Secotor -.ithout fighting, Hirmler-'s
cssion to Hitlor, ete, Dr. Bost was, as I expectod, on my sido.
1200 hours I met Usxrr von Post of thu Bwdish Goverrmont and Count
Bornadotto. . Hoxrr Ostromm and iajor von 'brn, who helongcd to the Swedish
Commisalon, aid not %cke part in the disovssion, The discussion with
Hoxrr von Poat .wns on ositive lines, that is, the Owedish Govormmont
oxpocted thc German Covormmont to moke,  t rough :w, clerr and dcfinite
proposals for the exeoution of this plan in thu first pluce 'for Norway -
and possibly also Dormark. After the o uference the Ovedish deloegate in
Copenhagen, von Derdel gave & luncheon to vhich R:ichsbumunaochtigter
Dr. best was also invited. .

Imodiatolv aftor lunch I loft for Korsoer in order to take the ferry
to Niburg, which hed a.lro.dy been held up two hours for me. X arrived in
Flensburg in the night and ‘after o shox. telephonc conversation with Himmler,
I wont on to Imcbock, where I ssrived at 0400 hours on tho tst diny and .
where an adjutant of Himmlor's uet me tc escort mo to Himmlor's new
quartors - Kolkhorst by Trovemuonde.

1@12&-'

In Flensburg I net a mewber of ny Ant, Stubef Dr, Wirsing, who had
flown in a night fi,hter fron Mutnchen to Flensburg, aa represconting my
olosost associntes, ‘o inform me that Kaltenbrunner had relieved me of
all oy oppomhents and hod raoln.cod pe in the uol:.ticol seotion. by
0'Stubaf Waneck, and in the military section by 0'Stubaf Skorzenys
T took Dr. Wirsing irmedintely vith me to introduce hin t6 Hizmler, so
that ho could roturn to the Southern Scotor (Sucdroun) axmed swith: the’
necessary ordors froa B:I:.mlor. oo . .

On the. strctoh fron Iue'bock to Kalkhorst vo ran into the nmost
diffioult troffic congestions, as retrecting troops from the-entire .
Mccklenburg: district ond:more particularly from Schworin were: blocking
the vay and it took us 3% hours to do 40 km. - During this time ve wers
only once attacked by divobombers, otherwssc it wduld havo been impossible -
£or ue te howe rocch:d ny deckination. . '~ walked mary lo.z strefches of
this jowney os I cot: -id walk fustor than: au.\. car. wuld %O

I errived in Knlkhorst at OEDO hours. Hirmler hnd not gone to bed..
£111 0300 hours. I contacted Dr. Brardt who imediatcly inforned me
that Hitlor's succcssor was not Himmler but Grossadmirc] Inenitsz, and
that during this vory night the first mcoting between Doenits and Himmler
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hod tekon plrce in Floon, that Himnlor o tho atrength of uy original
suggestion had monaged to get Doendts, as his firat order, to depose
Ribbentrop and put in Gruf Sohcrin von Krozigk na Forcign Ministor.
Himlor _a obviously in a bad nood, as in the Grossvdniral's purcly
nilitory cirolus Himler's politicalstor -ith the Western Fowers vms not
undorstood. Hirmler wus toying with ) . idue of having to rcaign,' of
couaiting eudoidc. Ho vanted to discu: i cll thesc points vith 1o once
Loro,.

After holf an hour's rest'I rccoived c iwssego from Hirmler tulling
no to iiwve breakfast with hin at 09C0 hour: to tell hin of auy convorsation:
wvith Herr von Post, Ecak and the Count. Himlor 'ms very ncrvous and
Gistraught ond told me that he was no longer up to dealing ‘#ith these matturs.
Ho had only aocuaplishod onc thing mors, and thut tms to suggest Schiwerin
von Krosigk to Gross-dmiral Dodnits as Foroierm ilinistcr, which after -
dimissing Rih'bontron he had dono. Himlor tmnted to take ne str..xight :
evoy to Doenity so thet I should, so to spcak, be instnllud as von Krosigk's
imcdinte assistont on foreign policy It vould bec a good thing if I -
oxpounded ny ideas on tho question of Norvny ond Domark to the Govermaent
irncdintely. Hirmlor considercd that I shoirld reaninpermanontly with wvon
Krosigk and Doonitz und get somcone else ucnt to Sweden, should it bo ’
possible for me to pcrsuade thce Reichs Governucnt to abandon tho Northocra
Soctor without {ighting. .

Aifter a longish discussion on the ge:ora) situntion we loft .-
Kalkhorst at 1100 nours for Floen through Lucbuex to mect Docnitz. After
a diffioult drive through refugces, mil:.cary colunns, dive-bomber attucky
wo rcached Ploen ct: 1400 hours, vhere 1 ~ontactod von Krosigk imaedistely.
I also grectod Doenitz, Keitel end Jodl <o wwwre all tcken up with the
immedintc dnily nilitary problona. Qne could focl the intunso exciteaont.
anong the nte.rf ‘ .

In theo a.ttcrnoon alonec srith Hirmlcr it wong again’ 'oossible for ne to
oonvines hin of the inportancc oftho pol “ticel Jroblcn, that is, of the
surrendor ‘'of the Northern Scctor withoul fighting. Yo egreed tha.t von
Krosigk urs-of the sanmo opinion, vhcreas Docnitz, Koitel and Jodl were
under po oircumstanccs =t Sis tiac prepared to surronder Norway without
fighting.” On' tho other hund I had promiscd von Fozt to rcturm to
Copenhcgen with-e ‘decision. 4 langthy dnla-..y in Plocn would mean' so
nuch loss of timo that oy, so to speak, opiion to negotiatc with tho
Swedish Govermaent would lapsc. I wes able to noursunde Bimmler to get
in touch sith von Krosigk over the solution of thu Northexn Sector: on
the lincs prescnted Yy e, tnd first of all to scnd nc to Copenhagen to
oxplain the chenged yenordl situation. to von Post and, dcspite this
oxplain our agrecaent in prinociplo. Generalobersf Bostme, h M’k
Reichskormissar Torboven, Genoraloberst Lindcuann ond Roicha—-
bevollnauchtigter Dr. Bost wore,.in the mcontine, ordercd to oset the
Grossadmiral on the 2nd May in viev of my. pronosal for the Noxrthern
Scotor shich Himnler had put befors hin, Idmlcr: ond’-I worc egreed
that I would in ony easc not receive any definite decision from the
Grossadniral bcfore this confcrcnce had teken ploct; end I therefore
wented to use this day,.the 2nd May, to infom Hcrr von Rst in
Copenhn.gen of the new situation.

I left Plbon at 1500 hou:cs and aerrivd in Flons‘burg at 190‘)
houra, whore I spent 3 hours with Dr. Wi~ sing and worked out a- dra.ft .
I wanted to ;n'esent to-von Krosigk as ay. so to speak, ficst task as-his
sHtarbeiter,.  The priyary. intention was to show that ony pretence at.-
politiccl’ ‘bargaining would dcpend.on the intcrmal political measures
adopted by thc new Goverment, I suggested for this rcason’ to von
Krosigk, that Doundtzs chould first dissolve tho Porty, sccondly the
Gestapo and .the 8D, and to announce, this on the radio, Dr. Wirsing worked
these things out in tho night and left t'eon for mc, as I wanted to rost
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for a fcw hours before uy drive to Copenhuigen, as I wna quito unablc to .
fight agoinat the dcaire to aloop.

Ir. Wirsing wonted to fly baol to the Soutiwrn Sector, on the next
night as Hinalor did not consider Xnltcnburunnor'oc dlsnisscl order very
inportent; perheps bucausc of the genoral situction, and that hu ahould
outinrdly bow to higher authority, but immrdly he should remain trug and

loynl to mc as my; oloscat iiiterbeitors I drova during the night to~
Froeslov frou whorae I tolephoned to Dr. iicst, vho wrhted to noot mo on his
way to thc Grossodnirel et wbout 7 o'olock en the 2nd Iny, for nc to

tell him about the latest aituation,

20d Moy 1945.

I left Frooslcy at 0430 hours for Niburg - I want at thia atage to
nontion that Count Bermadottc put his personcl Red-Cross car at my .
disposal whilst I <zs in Domark - from Padborg on - which was of the
groeatest help to mc at all uilitary control posts, ete. and cxoccllont cover.
I folt uncosy only vhen I wes ot tises too nuch fotcd as a Sweds and,
without being ublc to cpcak a word, wes oven giving autographs to school-

<children and grawn-l:ps.

The proposcd nc-..ting with Ir, Bost did not take placce as we 'hod both
mistelion tho tines of the forry, I did not tekc the forry fron Korscer on
which Dr. Bost wns crossing but took onu vhich luft Niborg at the sane time,
80 thot we passod each other on the mter. I arrived in Coponhagen at
1300 hours, and tolephoned to Herxn ilinistor von Dardel, to bu told that
I could meot Horn von Post and Ferrn Ostrowa, whom he includud, at 1600 .
hours, I described onoe wmore the genorol, situation, thc altoro&
Govcrment situnation and mentioned thet for the present Grossadairal had
taken over tho nilitory and civil comend of Demuerk and Norwoy, but that
I hod good grounds in belicving that thc oxccution of ny plan had the support
of the Foreign Hinistor, Gref Schworin von Krosirk, cnd Himlor and vns
still possible, Lorr von Fost wasstill intcrestod in the whole problen
ond rtrosscd thot Sweden naturally weo greatly intorcsted in a bloodless
settlonont -in-tho Northern Sector, but he aid not think that he could any
longer undertake anything binding as the genoral situction had altered so
much, owing to both the chenge of Govermricnt and the passege of timc, that
one had to reckon with o total capitulation withing thu noxt fow days. -
In which case any partial solution in Demacrk and Norwey was no longer ‘of
interest for Swodon. Noncthcleas ho suggestcd pursiing the old plsn
and ds soon as timc and’ circwistances allowod, to hand him a definite
proposcl.  Wo werc egrocd thet it wms all = netter of tinic, that I should
return as quickly ¢s possible, or, if possiblc, give a provisional -
report by tolcphone, Ve a.rro.ngod the fc ..lowing telaphonic oode words:

"I uhould bc glo.d to sce’ tho gontJ,emcn cgaint
noon! :I_.gg'*- Gomtm Govermont's d.ofmitu proposal for Norway.
and if the- o.’bovo scntcncc incluaed-- )

" 1 L R ) Lo _
y&(}“ J. [Fy{rn} uuu

it acant:- the offcer is cxt:cndod to Demark. -

Horr von:Fost and Eorr Ostroen strossod tho fact tha.t thc ’a Wore not able
to renain in Dormaxk any longer for reavons.of . sccrocy. I oin ot this
point. atross ‘that thc d:.scuasions in Copenhngon wore’ conrluotcd in tho
strictest scerocy. o .“, . . .

. é . .

3 Moy 1945, S

That night I oxperioncod by first dive-bomber attack in Domark and
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only arrived ct Padivurg at 0480 hours. Aifter two hours dclay 1
continucd uy Journcy to Flonsburg, collucted Dr, Wirsing's draft and
drove on to Ploen to talk about tho whole «ifuir to the Heicha Govermment..

Tho Journcy to Flocn turned out to bc ouc of the nmost difficult
and dangerous, that I havo cxperienced. There viere, over o compuratively
short stretoh of 9U Ikn, over a dozen divi-banb nttncks or roads jared
vith rctrecting coluuns of troops hung-up purtly on account of potrol
shortage and through damage. Burnt out lorries, strocts strewn ith
ocorpscs, cxploding tanks and. nunition trucks, we fought our wry through
writh difficulty to Ploen, having ourselvcs lain pronc by the roadside and

in fiulds during machine-gun fire,

In P.'I,oen vo wore told by the Staff-gierd that the Goverment had
reuoved itself to thc. Marineschule iuerwick. As this affoir did not
poruit even an hour's delay, I had to mevke the saie journey back agoin
end net with the same diffioulties. I way be permitted to stute here,
wviithout oxaggeration, that thinking back on it, it ms a wonder that I
paneged to get through with ny car on the scne aqy, arriving at Huerwick
at 1700 hours to present myself to the Reichs Yorcign Hinister and
Himler. The frontier police at Kupfermuchle by Flensburg had been
inforned of the romoval of the Govermert, but I was not told of it, when
I orossed, anc therc vwere three Search : ...rtics lookmg for e on- the
Ploen rocd, One feared the worst, . L

In oy rceport I oncc again strossed the brsic politicel inportance of
the whole Northsrn Scctor, and we werc agreed within a couparntively short |
time, that, in spite of the unfovourable course of cvents, iti.as izportant.
under ell circmstances, and if poosible by bringing Sweden into i%, to
glve up Demark and Norway without a f:.ght

. I then had a lcng discuss:.on with von srosigk alone. Hc ms very .
glad to have somecnu for consultation and told me that he would be glad
if I could remrin with hin and he make ma his 'first "Mitorboiter".. On .
the other hand he considered’it important that I should go to Swedon to
clear up the quastion.pf the Northern Sector, us discusscd, with the.
Swedish Govermaent, We both agreed that this action vms oniy a thing
of the moment and would not delay the pending total cepitulation. '

The idea.of a declaration of total capituletion oriw to nothing
at that tine becnuse of this situation on the Boemisch-ilnchrischen
Sector, vhere the Heeresgruppen of Gemeralfeldncrscholl Schroener and
of Generaloberst Rendulic - ocbout a million men, equipped sith aunition’
‘and ‘provisions for another 7 wecks, wer: still intact and on the vhole
more than holding their own on this par: of the Esstorn front,

s#part from my aission for the Nortlicim Sector, which wes
.primerily concerned svith Norway, but oalso crodied proposals for .
Dermark, I had to-endeavour under all circumstances  to arronge o maeting
‘with Genoral Eisenhower.. for: ‘ayself or a ropresontative of the Govermaont, -
whether through the Swedish Govcrnuent cx " through the. Swudish Red Cross..

Von 1(—"‘-.& 2 and the (.‘nwnv-m-n«né-mmn of the r-p-'n-!an that T uhnn\l" he ¢

Rl ARl Lt d

~allowed to do all I could to alleviate-"he Aifficult position of the
Reich and the distress still to come, thirough open nogotiations with: the
Swedish Govornuent, while sitill continuing to.try to prise open General.
"BEisenhower!s firmly shut door.. Then I discusscd with von Kxooigk and
Staatsainistcr- Frank fron Prag the Czech-problem. I wes not able to -

-:hcar Doenitz '8 declslon on this 80 I do ot lmow how it dwe.loped.

'Tith regard o Denmnrk, von. Krosigk tnmxght it would be vise:c to
include Demiark immodiatcly. in the negotiations being carried on by
4cniral Friedobury with Lontgonery over North-Western Gemeny:  He -
o.slced aa to include tais ﬂz‘oblem in ny discussion with Grossadairal
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Doonitz, as tho military wero ubsolutely vithout undcratanding of the
poulitical aspcot of the Northern Scotor within the aphere of the vhole
Gorman situation.

At 200C hours I bozan ny report to Grossaduiral Doenitz, who at
tirst vould not hesr of abandoning Norwiy and interning Gorman troops in
Swedon for tho duration of thu wvar. Obviously his ailitary advisors had
pointed out. not only the in' itsolf good strategic pogition of the crmy,,
partioularly that of. 'Genoralobcrst Bochmo, but also of "tho Nevy. - iftcr
I had nanaged to prove tho political significance of a surrender without
combat, thet in faot the cnligtment of Swed.n would be a politicul guin,
the Grossadmiral enquirod just what sort of on i.nmwedinte gain this Tmu.l.d
be for Goruany, With many explapations I had to poiat out to hia that
under the present circumstances I could nctura.lly not prove any iamwciiate ., -
gain, but by taking a long view, this ge’'n would be in saving the :
"biological substanoc® of tho German people and of what romeinod of the
reputation of the Reich. 4dded to that <hon it coauc to the political
gone of the Powers iw the noar future, Swudon wvms the only neutral for whom
even a broken Gurnuany vas of no little irmortance. Finally I said that
after whot I had witnoussed of the collapsu in the Roich, the continuation
of the ver in Denmarl: and Norwaw hod no meral o tn.ditionn.l Justifica.t:lm ’
sinco it would be devoid of any political ur other valuo,

The meoting was then cdjourned. Count Sch'-e.cm von Krosigk,
Generalfeldanrschall Keitel, Guneralober.i Jodl and I wont off for
supper together 2t vhich .these quc.stions %ore, ol sourse, further
discussod. ‘Keitel cnd Jodl voere ‘both ag_.::.ns'l: ny go to Stockholn and
vanted De, as the bost oxperienced in Forvim aff2irs (sicl), to rcwain
besido von Krosigk and so within their rcach. I egain pointed out the

cc of the Northern quostion and, 1 taink, succeeded i:n getting.
Jodd to undoratand this, .

1 disouased once more \rith von Rrosigk, Dr., Wirsing's draft and

adviséd hia to pet tho Grossadairal to carry out the suggestion contain«d

therein, of dissolving the Party, the Stantapolizei and tho SD.
Further the question was discussed in what capa.cmty I should bo sent to
Stockheln, Von Krosigk left it to me to advise hin as to whether he.
should appoint ne 'Botschefter! (envoy), !Sonderbevollmaschtigter!
‘(Plenipotentiary Extr:ordinery), 'Becuftrafter' (Reprcsentative) or
anything elee. I acked him to nome me 'Geeandter', tHo one word which,
in view of my nission, would suit ue best. State Sc.cre.tar:.e.s von
Stcengracht and rlenke swrc, calicd. to the Forcign idinister in the night
to preparc thc plenary powcrs and forn of appomtaent as !'Gosondtert,
Then we both talked *o tho Grossadairal apain: Ho egain précrastinated
and delayed a final cecision until’ the noxi norning, saying ho aust

sleep on it once rgain. i

I “eDorted to Hinaler once norc and had a short but signitioa.n‘b

~ telk with nin, the cssence of thich was:  "IF only I.had listencd to you
oooner™ end "perhaps you are ‘tho first German to be pcmd:ttod to do somc—
thing pos:.tive for his .poor 'Va.terland' e.guin" ’ :

Thc noxt nornmg a.t 4000 hours I reuorted to von. Kros:.gk. My
amointnent as 'Gesandter' and the’ plonar,' powers to nogotiate with
the Swedish Governoent wore signed by Doenitz at 0930 hou.s. I toolc
locave of von Krosigk and left for Coponhagrn et noon. i

. On the. stretch to Hndersleben in-De“mork, I ran into a heavy dive-
bomb attack, which entailed a delay of t-ree hours in tho "Grent Belt",
oand a.rrived in Copenhogen at 1800 hours. I endcavourcd to contact Dr.
Best to inform him of my mission and corresponding instructions regarding
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Demierk, which coneor :aed hine  Whilst I i g8iLl wmitis:, ror hia in
Dogncrhouts in order %o go swith hin to the Twuish Mindst. » von furdel, an
enormoun crowd goatn.sed on the Rethoaapn vbs i ¢aonciiniev of the

Irminens ca.pltul..t i1 of Comany.  Shote wure Rire’, amiurcd cois,
ambulan cus, and th. srewds grow to teathowsendes Golng to thia u;.,wuval'
in the vhole town, Tr. Bost wue annblo ty melkc it, bu® I could nut offonrd
to losc any time ei*her and hall to ruacl s  Swedinh Ly +ion ot cll
costs, as the pro-arrangcd telephonc cow mtiicavion hed o uﬂ‘mtly not

rcached Stockholn, tly ugh Herr von Isrd . T hed &s, iyen tarouvh tho night
spcoially from I{uﬁﬁ 18k to Pudbwig to r uéut lr. ﬁ‘{t( cotvumicete. thiss
codc mussege to Herr vom dardecl. Jftar < Lot of enguncut wvith e S
guard ¢t the Degmarbtus, I was vhisked o~y in Count Surmedotie'y cor
through o olecring unde in thewire unt'mgl.m.:nu on %hu Rothaus side. The
driver was ordercd to go round and avoid “hy cro@led agtroects, but a.pp..n.ntly

ho did not know his w.y too woll, and ir = ziconG o found ourselves in
the thiok of the orow-.., vho recogniscd iuni Bernedott:!s car anld it vas

only o mattor of min:tes befor. the car urrounu.d, pushu and half

coarvdicd by thc enthusiastic orowd, could get no further, With grcat

proscnoc:. of wind I :-aaged tu locl». the doors and shut the windows, so

" that t..c peopluv were uaable to érag us out. I ordercd the driver tu step
on it. and uietre b metro wu managed to push owr vay through the crowmd.

Thoso vio werc neer..i yelled beccuss they werc buing hurt and those ~
furthe:r away wnwe p- <1ing tovards the cor gosticulating wildly,

Finelly the car was -wvampod oy about 30 peuiic, oo th. ruming boo.rd

on the roof and on *.: radimtor » and it vas only thanks tu the driver

persist .nce that aft..c 1% hours we srrivod a% the Swudish Logabion,

looking as though v had comc out of & Tu:skidh Sau., With nuea

nodding, friendly g.-diculations, doffing ug hav wid acying 'faie-tek!,

we had mn.,.g,»c.. to gei rid of thewild dut: witsaiore.

I s :L...:\ediatc.y ruceived by Herxn o .Jnrc..s 1, eftue I ha? mct the
lady of the housc, ¢l whilst we were stid iu thy preiinincy stages
of the conforence, tic crowvds had evidentlv novel to the Swedish Legation
and thers began to :ing the Denish and Swedizh n..tional anthema, The .
noise of singing ani shouting and shootin;: was such chat one could hardly.
hear. onesslf s:cak. But in.the quiet rorils of the lugction one felt safa.
Hexrr Berkholtz hrd Mindly imcertsiken to -.wonge ali details for ny
journey, I went to “hu Hotel 4 nngletcr: . 4o Tt for two hours. The
crowd hed in thé weuntime disperscd end :ily here and theic shots eenld be .
heard. Before thc hotel I wi.s held up ¥ a wild 'Soldateskn' of partisms
but on rcecognising t-o S\rcdish car and e ~v - firon .the driver thrt I ma

b\'rede I um, allewed to pess u.mnolcstcd. .

h Aoy 1. X,

On ‘:ho nomim; o2 the Hth Hay at 074 hours having ‘got through all
the tontrols. put on hy the Partmans ene the last Germen airport control,
I lotr't Copenhagen in Count Bernr.dotto s Danish Red Cross 'plane. . 4t
0715 hrurs we .arrived safely. in ifalwoe, where I was courtcously ruceived
by.the airport Commanlant. =10 uimtes letur the Commandant informed
me ihat .a Swedish military ‘plane es there to take T to Stockholm.
4ifter & brief introduction to the pilot, I 4 given uxygen epparectus
and strapped” into a anmchuto, ané aftcr a o hour fiight we arrived
safely in Broma. : Here I tms fetchel by Ho.s Jstioem fron the Toreigm:
¢fice and vho sscor..cd ac to Count Bernadoite's home, vhere :L.muha.tely
upon my arrival discizsions coazpnced \':l.th Ton I-bqt and _
°1.aatssola:e4 acr Bohciann. .,

Havmg prc'sc.ntcd. nw crcdcn..mls and tho'vr 11;tcn authority to.
negotiat. with the fwedish Govermaent, I Cosaribed wy spocinl mission. to
von Post and .Bohcanann, .md thﬂ rcqucst cabodying the view of the
Gurman Govermagnt., ,‘.fter exha.u.st:.ve dis :ussioimthe two gentlomen
dociced firsy. al. a.J._. to.discuss the vholu affajx wdth the representotives
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of ihe Weshern Poweon, orosent dn dteelkdodn, as eventn in Cormany hed gono
30 1\-1‘0 :

ot o oproviaie, . ) reply the Swedish owament roasived the informati on
thrt 1. ccrtdn cirocumstancen o spoeial comiizaion, st up by Gouerad,
Eisonlower, could L sent to Sockholv to Alsans. the oxiating nroblers,

§ May 1945,

Sunday 6th liay brought no change ir iho “wedish atditude, ‘Yhe
question of Auaonsixoting my pleina por oivi by ehinining Lyrom
Ceneraloberst Boch.,: an underteking to -nlemend the reswite of oy
nogotintions with i Swedish Governme s, ncc.ed of iupertance to ussall.

In order not te losc any tinc, I desidcd to mend Gosundbton Thousun -~
after I had ¢ xplaincd my mission to him «.ud Gunoral Utaenn, the Military
attoche - to the Nor .eglan fronticr, to discuss vith Generaloborst Boehno
or Hoelter the surronder in Normy and .he intermient of Guimon troops in
Suoden,  Gerandt~w Thomsen flew in 6 ‘Wrodish bombul ©Oeseessesssossansse
on iic norning of she 6th ey and met *nc First Seneral Staf f Officoxr of
Genorelodcrst Poeh e on the fronticr.

it lunch tine Thomscn telephoned a preliminsry report to Stockholn
and cxplained to m: that only the First Oficcr of the General Staff had
come, -in himgulf «. intelligent men, but vnosa cttitude wos Aitferent fran
what ¥& expccted. Thomson pointed out “hal he cculd not discuss the
matter in det:il orur the tolephcne and sa'hl h; intendud tu be in Stockholm
betwean 1700 and 7300 hours, to continue ¢ ciscussion with au personelly .

Gosandter Risokert, Herr von Rust, Cuuni Durnacotte and I conferred
over these furthcr developments., Gessadbur Kleckurt suggested that we
should under all ciroumstences gut in tuuoh with Grossad.irud Moenitz and

inform him that G-neraloberst Poehue h.d not yc! been notified of oy
plenaxry powers, My suggestion of sending Doeanitz a long tulegraphio
message was turncd down aftcr a general discussion. . It had to be as
Gesandter Picckert suggested: through Genecral Uimann's kind offices,
telcophone comaunication with the Grossadiiiral was in faot cstablishcd via
Oslo, but owing ‘o technical diffiocult.es was hardly undcrstandable. &
second contact was nadc and I was able to telk to Graf Schwerin von Krosigh
myself. He told mo that things had - .ved very ropidly over night end
. that Germany had dsclored total capittiotion. Nogotiations, however,
were still undexr xy ané I should theraforc take corc not to ennoy the
othev side - inglo-imerican = as the Norwegian quention hud buon inoludeds
He added that should the Swedish Govermacnt on their pcrt still have an
interest in the matter, they should contoct the Westorn sllies
_imedmtely :

The Swedish Gentlemen declared ihat under the dircuustences there

. was no. longer any nosubility of doin; arything - quite evideritly the
Norwugian problan as woll as the Danish rne had bocéme part of the total
capitulation negotiutiona. Onoe could ouly wait and see if the Western
All3us intended to avproach thc Swedish fovermumt 1t all, sty ¢vex the
question of intermmcht of the German fighting forces, All the same I
did =t the request of British Uilitary Attache, Suton Bratt, trans:it
throuch’ Hermm von Post and ‘Gengral: Utman:, a notificotion f‘ron the
Western allies to Gcnoro.loberst Joahme that hu could get into dircot
touch Tith® England on short-wavc. . This showed thin that the Wostorn
Powors, capocially England, did nof wish to usc the mé2ium of the
‘Swedi.sh Covormaent in this natter, but. instead to carry out co.p:.tulation
nogotiations: xegarling Norway direct wuih: tho Germon Govurmacut., ~ In
that way the furtlier plan of requostim th; ‘Swudish Govermient oi‘ficially
to axrange ¢ nweylag for -ite or Sciriexric. vor ”xvu Xk vAth Jsneral :
Efsenhower fell tarough. .




mz'ing oy last tolephone conversation with Flensburg on the 9th May,
trénsp:l.rod that the aotive participation of the Swedish Red Cross ovew
‘the".possible intermmont of Gorman troops in Noxrveny, was exclusively a ..
,cg:.sstion for the Swudish Rod Croas and the British military authoritics

0. sottles In 80 for as I 2n8 ooncernod the German Govermuent had noth:lng
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