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1. In fttrch 1953, nruher L01)1 jiolJ cjn theL he pl r nned to write mcmoire
of his period Le Forelen 1:inieir end asked whether J:ole2eln cared to eublish
selections from the ixemecript in edvence of the publicetion of the book.
olden agreed. At that Mine Gruber entcipated that he would no longer be

ForeignNinister when the book eee finally published or, if he were still in

office, that he would need the ,tipport which the publication of his memoirs

could presumably lend.

2. At that time, Cruber i s intention in publishing his memoirs was to
strengthen his own political position and to present a strong arguuent for •
the foreign polies which he thought best for Austria.

3. The one general discuesien in March was the only one ahich Molden
had with Gruber on the subject of the memoirs. Between &rch ond sometime
in 3eptember, Gruber wröte the memoirs. Judging from the quality of the
prose, Molden believes that Gruber wrote them himself.

4. On 30 October, the publishers Ullstein and Co. informed Holden that
the book would be releeeed in the near future and asked for a prompt decision
as to whether Die Presse would publish edvance selections. On that day, Holden
received the manuscript from Ullstein. He turned it over to itilaniDAreedc

and Otteelkhameieter, the principal editors of Die Presee, on 31 October:
the decision to publish them was taken on that date.'

5. Holden himself selected the material for the highly controversial

inetallment of Gruber's memoirs which appeared in Die Presse on 3 Novaraber.
He felt that the material should be published to counter the neutralist

tendencies of the present Austrian government. He did expect that this chapter

would cause some peliticel, excitement but was unprepared for the uproar which

developed.	 Classification

/ORM NO.	 o.
IRS I•441

•



'r 7

- 2 d

Molden doel not think that tho artielea in themoolves are oufficiently

importhnt to mecit t!Ie attention iliieh they hsvo received.

6. ; ifoldoa )a aa „me that he aeaamed that (h..abea, a• 	 memb :r of

AwArialacabinfA, wouli clear tha publination or the memeira with Chaacellor
Julivaa'Ramt. After the ey.cite•ent over the publication of the memoirs 'd

begun, Holden discovered that Gruber had told Austrian writ ;r Alexander erneta.
Holenia_that he (Gruber) had forgotten to clear the matter with Raab.

7. An editorial which appeared in Die Presse on 8 November defending the

publication of the Gruber memoirs ,was written almost entirely by -Zolden,himself,
although it was credited to iians ‘'42.1authe. It was intended to answer the bitter
attack on Holden which had appea -red- in the OeVP Neue Wiener Tageszeitung of

6 November and which, according to OeVP Secretary Alfre6a1eta, was .cleared

with Raab. 'Holden also claims that, sinae the publication of the Gruber memoirs
Raab has approached one of the stockholders of Die Presse and asked him not to
support the paper.2

8. Madsen is quite incensed at Salzburger Nachrichten editor Gustav
Xanaval, who carried an article on the Gruber memoirs in his paper on 8 November
unfavorable to m..olden. MOlden states that Canaval has wanted to publish a

7 ! newspaper in Vienna for a long time and that he finally came to an understanding
with aaab on this matter in late October 1953. Holden attributes Canaval(s
attack to this understanding.

9. Molden believes that the net result of the publication of the Gruber
memoirs will be favorable to Austria in the field of foreign affairs. He states
that the dismissal of Gruber probably would have occured before long in any
case and maintains that the memoirs have focussed public attention on the issue
of neutralism. According to Holden, Raab tade several statements affirming a
non-neutralist policy in a speech at Ilras, Lower Austria, on 8 November. ;::olden
attributes this to Raab's awareness that neutralism has become a eignificLnt
issue.•

10. Molden regards himself as a member of the younger intellectuala group

within :the OeVP, a group which he maintains has been excluded from partici-

pation ain tta: determination of Oar and Auatriaa policy by the ruling clique
of Party leaders. Molden identifies Gruber wiLh this group but stresses that

the group can lend Gruber no more than more], support. Holden states that he

does net intend to start an active political career for himself for the next

five years.
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1Feld Comment. The first announcement of the Gruber memoirs appeared in
the morning edition of Die Presse for 31 October, which carried a red head—

ling at the top of page one announcing that the memoirs would begin the
following day.

Source Comment. llolden clashed with Raab on another newspaper issue within

the last year. At that time, Molden l s plan for reviving the Vienna tabloid
Kronenzeitung had to be dropped when aaab allegedly took a negative view of

the project and made it known to Molden t s prospective sources of credit.
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