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Subject: Role of “wliter Frite i'oldon In Report No: [AV-)1090% .3t
. Publicalion of Gruber licmoirs 4

' Date of Information: 10U jlovuaber 1953

Place Acquired: Austrin, Vieuna Date Qoautred: 10 Novemboe 1953

Evaluation: 13 Date of Report: 13 lovembor 1953

Bource: Woll-plocod An Aunladan jJjowraslicl clealoa,

Tha Coldowlng axplinrbion of why Lho conlecvaralal womolre of Aunbelnn Worolpn
Hadater Kol onbee were e e by awmnnry Coen T Lo Vionnen: iy
‘(‘l)hv___l:.r:_"rlu_ woy mode parbvnloly by Lho adfbor and publishor of Dio Pronsao, Frlbg
\/;f wlilon, on 10 Hovenber 100
1 o .

1. ‘In Harch 1952, Orub:e told jloldan theL he plrand Lo wrlle acaoilrs
of his period ¢s Forclin :linlelor mnd asked whelliir ifoliden cared to publish
selections frouw the meauseript ia «dvence of the pudlicition of the Look. ‘
tlolden agreed, AL that time Gruber anticipated that he would no longer be
Foreign Minister when the book wig [inelly published or, if nhe were still in
office, that he would need the support which the publicaiion of his ileroirs *
could presunebly lond, : y

2, At that tine, Cruber's intention in publishing his neaoirs was to
strengbthen his own political positicn and to present o strong argunent for *
the foreim poli~ics iriich he thouglit best for Austria,

3. The one reneral discussicn in March was the only one which Molden'
had with Gruber on the subject of thc momoirs. Between Merch snd sometime
in 3eptember, Cruber wrote the mewoirs, Judging from the quality of the X
prose, Molden believes that Gruber wrote thenm hinself,

L. On 30 Ocltober, the publishers Ullstein and Co. informed ilolden that
the boolk would bz releoszd in the near future and asked for & prompt decision
as to whether Dic Iresse would publish advance selections. On that day, liolden
received the manuscript from Ullstein. He turned it over to !Lilan’Dubrovie -y
and Ottgzﬁqhulmcister, the principal editors of Die Prcsse, on 31 October:
the decision Lo publish them was taken on thot date,

5. Holden himself selected the material for the highly controversial
installinent of Gruber's memoirs which appeared in Die Presse on 3 Hovenber,
lie felt that tho wmaterial should bLe published to counter the neutralist
tendencies of the prosent Austrinn government., He did expect that this chapber
would cause somc politiecnl. exccitenent but wes unprepared for the uproar which
developed. Classification
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Noldun doos not Lthink thel, tho artieclos in theansolves apre sulfliciontly

importnnt bto meedl tho atbonblon which they have rocolved,
6, dolden elabes that, he asowned Lhol, Grabee iy o omenbr of Lhe
Austri. Bt cebinct, woull c]ear tho publienblon ol the wenolers with Charecllor

Juliug” ,m b, Afber the ewciloient over the publication of the wenoirs.had

bagun, ilolden discovered that Gruber had told lustrian writ:r ﬁlexender r _Lernet~
HOanl“ that he (Gruber) had forgotten to clecar the matter with Raab,

7. An editorial which appeured in Die Presse on & lovember defending the
publication of the Gruber mem01rs vas written 2lnost entirely by ilolden.himself,
although it was credited to Hans™ Iauthe. It was intended to answer the bitter
attack on holden which had appeared in the OeVP Neue Jlener Tageszeitung of
6 November and which, according to 0eVDP Secretary Alfred |
with Reab. Iilolden also claims that, since the publicaclon of the Cruber memoirs
Raab has approached one of the stockholders of Die Presse and asked hiia not to
support the paper.2

. Molden is guite incensed at 3alzburger Nachrichten editor Gustav
/)éanaval who carried an article on the Gruber memoirs in his paper on 8 November
unfavorable to Molden. 1llolden states that Canaval has wanted to publish a
newspaper in Vienna for a long time and that he finally came to an understanding
with Raab on this matter in lote October 1953. ifolden attributes Canaval(s
attack to this understanding,

9, Holden believes that the net result of the publication of the Gruber
memoirs will be favorable to Austria in the field of foreign affairs. lle atates
that the dismissal of Gruber probably would have occured before long in any
casze and maintaing that the memnoirs have focussed public attention on the issue
of neutralism. According to iolden, Roab riade sevaral statements affimning a
non-nautralist policy in a speech atltfmh Lower Austria, on 8 November. ilolden
attributes this to Raabls awareness that neutralism has become & gignificint
issue,

10, Molden rogards himself as a membér of the younger intellectuals group
within tho 0eVP, a group which he maintains has bcen excluded from partici-
pation In th: determination of 0eVP and iustri- policy by the ruling clique
of Party leadors, Melden ldentifies Grubcr wilh this grounr but strecses that
the group can lend Gruber no more than jroral support, ldolden stztes that he
does not intend to start cn aclive politicsl coreer for himself for the next
five yéars.,
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lField Comnent. The first announcement of the Gruber memoirs appeared in

the imorning edition of Die Presse for 31 October, which carried a red head-

ling at the top of pzge one announcing that the memoirs would begin the
following day.

Source Comment, Iolden clashed with Raab on another newspaper issue within

the last year. At thst time, Molden's plen for reviving the Vienna tabloid
Kronenzeitung had to be droppad when laab allegedly took a negative view of

the project and made it lnown to llolden's prospective sources of credit.

i
|
i
!
'

[ ’ Skl
; T

LT

[N ST
L O L P  S1A

| | 6 - T7-04-7L

L
e

.



