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SUBJECT:	 The RSHA and the Death of Count CIANO

(Sources	 Interrogation of Frau Hildegard BEETZ)

1. On 10 Sept 1943 Subject, and interpreter in
Amt VI B 1, was sent to Oberallmannsbausen, (near Muni h)
to serve as interpreter for Count Galeazzd CIAN 9 the Iformer
\Italian Foreign 	 thepnister.‘ CfAN	 War	 ngU was	 in
country home of rince)Sa	 nstein under a form of
house arrest, is chflUen were	 m as was his wife,
Edda Mussolini,

2 0 Dr. attl, chief
the mission of gaining CIANO's
his views on political affairs
fall of Mussolini.

3. Subject was well..chosen for the operation.
1The had served in Rome with Dr. Herbert Happier, the Police

. Attache, and had become KappIer's deputy for Amt VI affairs
throughout the six months imeediately preceding the Badoglio

.
coup.. Her husband,

of the
We

Cianos
e .(then

. 
Captain
He was li

) erhard
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BRETZ
er , in

was
an 
the neighborhood fOr two of the five weeks. during which Frau
BEETZ worked. as the Ciancd interpreter . at Oberallmanrishausen.

.4. On 16 Oct X943 Ciano heard he was to be taken
to Italy. On the 19th he left for Verona. At the time of
hiscbparture Clam did not know whether he was being taken
to prison, or whether MuSsOlini had done something to bring
about' his: 	 By sending . a book back: 	 Frau.BEETz
a pre-arranged signal 	 he notified her that he was in prison.

Frau BEETZ claims that she never became.
Ciano's mistress but that by this time shehad taken a
strong liking för him and was working to save his life.
This was, in any wee, the policy of her chief, Dr..Hottl,
and	 she believes -- . the policy of Kaltenbrunner,. These .
two wanted Ciano kept alive at least . long *tough to disclose
the whereabouts of his diaries and private...papers, and of
the Italian Foreign Office records, With these papers one
section Of the RSHA hoped to unseat Ribbentrop and put a
condidate'of their own -- Schellenberg was( mentioned 7.■
into hi place.

6. Ribbentrop, on the.other . hand, wanted Ciano
executed 'as soon as possible. To achieve this, he worked
through . Pan. (German ambassador to the Italian puppet .
governeett) who had a stRifirinflUtitiblibirer WE. the
Hodfige 66and f.9314.20twerlin northern Italy. -Irwas
elolfrW116 arranged for dieno to be taken to Italy: the
first news that Dr. Hattl had Of his imprisonment was

of Amt VI B 1, had given Subject
confidence and obtaining
before, during and after the
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On Dee 9th Subject arriyØd bank In Verona and •
resumed her daily • viiiita to Cialio•;:,,Igentitafttreport&: regularly'
to Berlin; and t'reia•-Berlin on Dee- 20th : Itatte ••141.6gratut - •
saYint4th.a. ti lif Clone Fe trio]. could not be- postponed	 •
Xaltenbrufine'r t, liars tar and W:t ttl	 tirpstige for . him to
egoapa...frein prisen*	

.	 .2...	 •
• • • 12 * Matters now developed quickly, • On January 2"

1944 Subject went to Innebrugk for :*:•,•oenteranda with
'

• •
Kaltenbrunneri Eirater and 11ott/4,."• '..'iLlitt Immo& deal with
,Ciano. was now written down. Isiteitibrunnee apparently did
net put his 'natio to the deal itselgy but wrote Ciano a . • •
covering letter .saying that he would stand by his word.
if tiono•did likewise. t	• • •	 •

•
'	 .• 13* The deal was as lelloWat rAtathAtiet,...Clan0

to tell: where the Foreign Mitt records were in Bete.
EnttouLationi CipanO to be sprung from :jail and taken• tO

•Switzerland with Edda" the 'children * 9 and Frau :REETZ0
,Tbird.ttgb," 'Ginn° to give Frau BUTZ his .diaries • in	 •
Switserlaild.	 „	 •-.	 .

the children were in fact already in::'6witiorland. having
been smuggled . ..there' by Eddat . and . Stabjeet:IntstV.... this •.	 .	 ,

•	 ,
brought to him by Frau DEETZ,.!iihot.c.:she'. : ,:ottirnstii• to Perlin
on . October'23rd., •	• • •	 •	 •....;.•:	 ,. •	 ••

• • 70 lattl now gave Frau DEETZ . .a . .moie Specific
mitisitine . She was sent to Verona on Eor. :3rd with instructions
to make dOntact with Clan* in Prison •and : %0 find out from	 •
him where he had hidden his raperai. ..Subject reported , to. •
den. liars ter BdS . for northern Xte1y and visited Ciano
in prison for the first time on 'Nov.

• 8.• For four 'weeks Subject saw „Mane...during the •
afternoon. and evening Of almost every 	 'hiring. this' • •
period.. She made a total : Of '•eight sopotto . . to' Derlini( • On .
Nov . 12th Subject Visited Edda•liutitelitli"* . ithfiti;:$6 "stating
in liamiola as ICOlintesS. StinteS•1• b,.. being installed in a
sanatorium there • in company with' an Italian 'Air • Force
lieutenant named EalliesPuoal .0 • •	 „ . .	 . ..	 .	 .	 .

••

• ; 96 • Edda	 only :One, visit , • •
to Ciano in prison' , and that undery.cliiiti-Stpertrittion0 • The
only. persons allowed to see Ciatra alone were Fran BRETZ and
an' Italian police officer these tWo ,.•tiever..'visited him *".

 0 .	 ..	 •	 :	 ;,

"••	 10. On Dee 4th . Subleot Wititid Berlin to discuss
with Mt@ the possibility of e deal ,hereby Clone would.
be .given 'his lire in exchange for his , palIerso . At Rbttl's
suigestion she 'drafted a, letter to Kaltenbrunner on •Deo 6th,
oveidAttingtthe*aibility or usint • CitiAe ls papers • to expose
Ribbiiitrtt .shortcomingse Ne t,igri.ttesOnt • was reached Orla
deal at ;this' timet	 •	 • 2 .•	 '	 •

.2«.
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CONE9CERITOP4...

Ernie/Lida% Clan° to be given Swiss francs (amount not
known by Subject) to enable him to live in exile in Switzer..
land. Two Waffen . SS men from the Hague went back to Verona
with Frau BEE= and !Ureter. They were to ,disguise them.
selves as Italian partisans and break into the Jail as and
when needed.	 .

14. Fran BEETZ says that she knew at this time
that Ciano l s diaries were in Edda Mubsolini's possession
in Italyv she allowed the agreement to stipulate Switzerland
so that Ciano should have an opportunity to reach safety.
Subject also claims that when Edda appeared In Verona with
the diaries (see below) she did not have her searched or
followed ... but instead urged her to take off at once for
Switzerland with the diaries.

15. On Jan 3rd -- the day after the Innabrudk meet-
ing -- Subject went to Ramiola to tell Edda of the' agreement
and obtained her approval of It. On Jan 4th, with directions
furnished by Cianos Subject went to Rome and located the
eight volumes of Foreign Office records, they had'been built
into a wall, over a doorway.	 P

16. Returning the next day, Su/4ect was informed
by Con.. Rareter that Hitler had not yet approved Clano's.
release and that it would not take place On Jan 6th as had
been arraAged. Previously Ealtenbrunner bad' said he would engineer
the releam on his own repponsibility. In a report to
Ealtenbruaner on the recovery of the documents, Subject there-
fore inclAded a statement (which she terms a protest) to the
effect that she would be upset if Clam were not released.
Her letter on this occasion iil availa 	 ""I

=1"..414
' 1.70 On Jan 7th Ed	 solini appeared in Verona,

one day later than e1tpected n account of an auto bredkdown.
Subject told her of 'the hitch in Ciano ts release and urged

• her lasave for Swi ze ith the di•rie	 .tava
concea ed a 0F0 tir%T'or"

18. On Jan 8th, the Italian authorities began
Ciano l e trial. It was concluded on Zan .10th with a sentence
of death.. Meanwhile Lt. Pucci had returned, after leaving
Edda at the Swiss border, with letters from Edda to Hitler
and Mussolini, urging-them to intervene in order to save -
Ciano's life,.

19, No pardon was forthcoming, however. Fran BRETZ
stayed with . Ciano in his cell from 2130 on the afternoon of
the 10th until the execution the next morning, In her diary
she describes this as the "most terrible night of my life *.

20. Ciano gave Subject his watch, his fountain pen
and a woman's solitaire ring that he carried sewn in his coat
as a talisman. He took poison that had been given to him by
Edda, but the poison failed to work. At 9100 he was executed
by being shot in the back of the neckmr

'‘).•
	 ...:3.•e) 3

a. re ne to Ramiola
se out with Lt. Pucci or e border. Subject believes
that Edda crossed into Switzerland the night of Jan 7th or 8th.



21 6 The only response aubjeOlieteived to her •proteste
Naltenbrunner .was a 'boMtittet ,of: ;..vogfeet1k4i .14e1tenbreater-.

also, arranged for tier tO ,spend:a::f0MLIettlr IStiVe with her,
, husband fr"om April .7th to NO 4tht	 'osi.:Une 8th be
notified har that a Toward of I0*000 . maalci had; beenpair
-to . her credit .a.t .her Berlin bankok.,,

.	 .2 SutiAto s connection v4th. the case did not cease with
• (Iianots death* In a subitickeents:,.'operittitetlathte separate.--
mitmorandtm.): she went to Switzerland;:1n an :endeavor. to:
contact Edda.* and 'produced for Amt VI some important
Italian Foreign Office records that bad been bidden in
Reticle*


