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(Source: 'Interrogation of Frau Hildegard BEDTZ)

1, On 10 ept 1943 Subjeet and 1nterpreter 1n
Amt Vi B 1 was sent to Obcrallmannshausen (near Munich
to serve as interpreter or Count Galeagzo CIAND, the former
\1talian Foreign Minister. was thén' ng’in the
eountry home of Prince Sa n-Wlitgenstein, under a form of
house arrest. 1th ‘nim, as was his wife,
Edda Mussolini,

' 2, Dr. HSttl, chief of Amt VI B 1, had given Sub;sect
the mission of gaining &IANO'B confidence a obtaining

~his views on political affairs before, during and after the
fall of Mussolini. _

3. Subaect was wellcchosen for the operation.

“She had served in Rome with Dr. Herbert Kappler, the Police

. Attache, and had become Kappler's deputy for % VI affairs
thxoughout the zlx months immediately preceding the Badoglio
coup, Her husband, Maje® (then Captain) erhard BEETZ, was
an acquaintance’ of the Cienos., He was 1% er 1n
the neighborhood for two of the five weeks during which Frau
BEEIZ worked as the Cianod 1nterpreﬁer at Oberallmannshausen.

4. On 16 Oct 1943 Ciano heard he was to be taken
. to Italy. On the 19th he left for Verona, At the time of
his daparture Ciano did not know whether he was being taken
to prison, or whether Mussolini had done something to bring
about his: release. By sending a book back to Frau.BEETZ ew
a pre»&rranged signal =« he notified her that he wa2s in prison,

,ﬁ5. Frau BEETZ elaims that she never became
Cimno's mistress but that by this time she had taken a
- strong liking for him and wes working to save his lifg.

This was, in any case, the poliey of her chief, Dr. Hottl,
and o she believes -2 the policy of Kaltenbrunner These .
two wanted Clano kept alive at least long @&nough to disclose -
the whereabouts of his diaries and private papers, and of
the Italian Foreign 0ffice records, With these papers one
section of the RSHA hoped to unseat Ribbentrop and put a

L condidate of their own - B&hellenberg was mentioned o

- 1nto hig . place. ;

; © 6. Ribbentyrop, on the other hand ‘wanted Ciano
exaecuted as soon as possible. To achieve . this -he worked
through Hahn (German ambassador to the Italian puppet -
government) who had a strong Influsice over WOLFF, the ,
Hovhiste &6 and Pol, Fiihrer/in northern Italy, was
Wolfr wHo arranged for Clano to be taken to Italy:s the
first news that Dre Hottl had of hia 1mprisonment was
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%wmnght to him by Frau BEET?. when ahe mtamed to Berlin '
on ﬂetober 23?&,

70 Hottl now gave r‘rau BEETZ a more specific ,
mission. She was sent to Verona on Hov 3#d with instructions
to make eontact with Ciamo in prison ‘and to find out from
him where he had hidden hisapeps; . Suliject reported to
Gen, Harster, Bd8 for northern Italy and visited ciano
in prison for the first eima on Nov ; _

83 Por four wa@ks Bubaect saw. ciano during the
af%emocn and evening of almost every days During tﬁis
gemoﬂ ghe made a total of eight re m'ts to" Beﬂ.inu -

ov 12th Subjeet visited Edda Euas ' Jas staying -
in Ramiola as ‘Countass Santw' inetaued ina
sanatoriuvm there in eompany wit ﬁ an Itanan Aix- Forea ,
ueutenant nam@d Emildio Pueaiw :

9, Bdda Hussolini was: pe‘ ' ftise& only ‘one, vie:lt* o
to eiano .in prison, and that under ¢lose- ﬁupervieion. - The
only. persons allwed to see Clano slone were Frau BEE TZ and
gn Igilian poliee officem these two mver v:lsited him '

639 ey ;

. 30 an Dee 4'&}: Sab eet viaited Berl!n to discuss
with HAOttl the possibility of a deal vhereby Ciano would
be given-his life in exchenge foyr his papers, At HBttl's
gsm@aa‘eian she drafted a.lJétter to Kaltenbrunner on Dec 6th,
outddnini: therpogbihility of using Giéno's papers to expose
. Ribbentzopts. shcsrtcam:sgs. No ameméutz was reached ona '

deal at le his times

P 11. On Dee %h Sub,ieet argﬂ.\ri";},, baek, 1n Verona and :
resumed her da¥ly vigits to Ciaro, -:Bhe dent. i .'ports regularly‘
.. to Berlin; and from-Berlin on Deg aﬁtu ‘eame tUb telegrams .

gaying thet-if Clenn*s trisl could:not be pastponed o
Kaltenbruhner, Harster end ﬂBtti Md arx'ange i‘ov hin to
escupa fron px'ison. .

[ 4

T 12. Matf:ers now developed quieklyn Gn Jamzary 2~ :
1044 Subjsct went to Innsbrugk for s Conferends with . "
Kaltenbrunner, Harster and Hottl. 'The proposed deal wr&h
.Ciano. was now written downg Kaltenbmner apparently dié
not put his name to the deal itself a “but wrote Clano a -

govering letter gaying that he woul stand by h:l.s word
if eiano -did likewise. .

‘ “13.. The deal was as fouowst Pirst sten, Clanc
to ﬁell whare the Forelgn 0ffice reeords ware m Rome,
~ Betond sten, Clano to be sprung from Jau and taken to-
: SWitzerland with Edda, the children %, and Frau BEETZ,
L en, Cleno to give Frau BEETZ ﬁis diaries n
- sw;z@ﬂen&

® the childmn were ﬂ.n faet. already in Mﬁzerland, havmg
b@eu smngglea there by Edda: ana subjeet imw ths.s -
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- one day later than ected
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:h.sten, Clano %o be given Swiss francs (amount not -
known by, Bub;ect) to eneble him to live im exile in Switzer-
iand., %wo Weffen S5 men from ‘the Hague went back to Verona
with Frau BEETZ and Harster, They were to disguise them~
gelves as 1talian partisans and break into the Jail as end
when needed,

"j4, Frau BEETZ says that Bhe knew at this time
that Cieno’s diaries were in Edda Hussolini's possession

in Italyy she allowsd the egreement to stipulate Switzerland
86 that Ciano should have an opportunity to reach safety.
Bubject also claims that when Edda appeared in Verena with

the diaries (see below) she did not have her searched or
followed ~= but instead urged her to take off at once for
‘Switzerland with the diaries.

15, On Jen Brd e the day -after the Innsbruak neete
ing -- Subject went t6 Ramiola to tell Edda of the agreement
and obtained her approval of ites On Jan 4th, with directions
furnished by Cianoy Subject went to Rome and’located the
eight volumes of Foraign Office recordss they had been built
'1nto a wall, over a doorway. . ’

' 16, Returning the next day, Bubieet was informed
by Gen. Harster that Hitler had not y@t approved Cieno's .
release and that it would not take place on Jan 6th ag had
been arranged., Previocusly Kaltenbrumner hsad seid he would engineer
. the relea3e on his ewn repgponsibility, 1In a report to
Kaltenbruiner on the recovery of the documents, Subject there-
fore incliided a statement (which she -terms a protest) to the
effect that she would be upset if Ciano were¢ not released,

Her letter on this occasion ad?stili avai;?gégzﬁkgrﬂ 3@&¢-§L

17 On Jan 7th Eddyfinssolind appeared in Verona,
: on account of an auto breakdown,
- Bubject told her of the hitech in Clano's release and urgeﬂ

- herJtol leave for Switgerland with the diar e:; v

la » ' '
set out with Lt. Puecel Tor thé border. Subject believes

- that Edda crossed into Switzerland the night of Jan 7%h or 8th,

18. On Jan 8th, the Itallan authori@ies began
Ciano's trial. It was concluded on Jan 10th with a sentence .
of death, Heanwhile Lt. Puceci had returned, after leaving
Edda at the Swiss border, with letters from *Rdda to Hitler
and Mussolini, urgingtthem to 1ntervene in order to save
‘Ciano’s lifes

19« Fo pardon was fortheoming however Frau BEETZ
stayed with Clano in his cell from 2:30 on the a}ternoon of

the 10th vntil the exeeution thé next morning. In her diary
she describes thig as the "most terrible night of my life",-

20, Ciano gave. Subject his wateh his fountain pen
and a woman‘s solitaire ring that he carried sewn in his coat .
as a talisman, He took poison that had been given to him by
Edda, but the poison failed to work, At 9:00 he was executed
by being shot in the back of the neekq ’ ,
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- 21 The onm reaponse Buhaect- ; ‘eceived to her ' prot@st'
to Kaltenbrunner was & ‘bouqiet of rogesy: Kaltenbrunnex = .~ ,
. aleo arranged for: her to spend a foupreiésk. leave with her
_husband from April Zth to ¥ay 4tht _and ‘on June 8th he .
 notified hir that a reward of 10, maxks had beenpair .
to. her credit at. hez' Berlfl.n bankg

: sub ct‘s ecnneet.ten , ,;ﬁh the ‘case. d:ld not. cease with
'tﬂano's death.; subseqnont: operation {ses Separats .
©  memorandum) she went to Ewitzérland 4n an -endeavor to .
~ eontact Eddat aend produced for Amt Vi some important
Itelian Foreign ortice records that had- been idden in

Bamiolaq |
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