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THIS ITIMEVALUATED INFORMATION

Retired Japanese Gosernarent.

•
• At a meettreg of the Pregreezdve Party Supreme Staff Commit teel on 6 April. 1954,

IaTAMUP.A Tolartaro, Party Aavisor ant former Finance Ministerf criticised Party
President -9110S4IT3U Merseni, hactirg him -responsible fbr the Progressives'
embignmts response to the Liberal Party's approaches to a merger. KlfAMLIPA
advocated that a rapprochearent with the Liberals not be undertaken until the -
invaertijation of the Chiming scandals is bompleted, since at the present time
no one on be certain as to just wbo is going to be involved in the scandals.
Iie pointed out that the Liberal overtures to the Prcgressives are a measure of
'Beeperation.

• Specifically, KITAMIIRA criticised stficiamsu . for meeting 4th chief Liberal
	policy-maker DM, Mayatof reasoning that "MIRA? IKEDA l s opposite number in	 ...I

the Progressive Party, should have been the man to meet IKEDA. 'When SILIDE-
MISSU defended this meeting by stating that IICCDA had requested it, KITAKOPA
(=mitered that SHIGHTIITSTJ should not meet anyone just because they had re-
quested an interview.
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. )earsent. Presuctsbl,y the Central Starding Coareittes (ChaoJonin
of the Party,

2 Field Comment, KITAMLIPA was Transportation Minister An the KATATAMA
r=et in 1947 aid Finance Miniater'in the ASIII'DA Cabinet in 1948.

• 3 Dla•acertent: According to the press 3111GaRTSti had a "secret _rendez-
vous'' at his -bone inTugmtara (Shisuo14.-Icen) on 4 April 1954 with former
Finance Minister IKMA. After the meeting, SHIGEMITSU is retorted to hal:re
stated, .1 think it. is isvortant for responsible leaders of the Liberal,
Progressive and Japan Liberal Parties to get together and exchange opinione
on'ways and mean$ to settle the political situstion. w This statement was
heralded is one of the most clear•eut indications of the real possibility
of a conservative merger made to date, and so XITANCRA f e allergen of ambigu-
ity would seem rather wide of the mark.

r.	 •

4 laid Comment. This must be 14.11.1PA Kunio,Alouse_of.bepreefsntatives.member..„„.„
-- --from Aomori,' r.hose -Position a Chairs-um of the Prog,ressives t PoLitiCal

Policy Committee (Seisaku linkai) corresponds to that Of IKEA in the Liberal
Party.
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