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e M'. a auﬁ.ng or the Progresaive Party Supreme Staff Comitmlon 6 April 1954,

. KITAMURA Tokutaro, Perty Advisor end former Finsrwe Minister? criticised’ Farty .-

: President mmm-au Memoru, holding him responsible for the Progressives'. -

. anbiguous response to the libersl Party's szproaches to a merger. XITAMURA
advoceted thet a repprochemsnt with the Literals not be udertaken wmtil the
Anvestigation of the shipping scandals is Sompleted, since at the present time'
‘no-one cant be certain as to just who iz going to be involved in the scandals.

... He painted out that the Libsral ovutuns t.o the Pn:gnsc;l.m are a megsure of
¥ 'desperstion.

24 Spoci.ﬂ.nll,y, KITAMURA crgt-icize'd SHIGRUITSY- toi meetinz with chief Liberal -
", pelicyemeker IXEDA Hayatoy reasoning that MIURA) IKEDA's opposite number in
. “the Progressive Party, should have been the man to meet IKEDA. When SHIGE-
msu dafended this meeting by stating thst IKEDA had requasted it, XITAMURA
: countered that SHIGEMITSU should not neet anyone 3uat. becenss they had re-
L qunfod an interview. '

> et . Presunsbly the Central Standing Comiu.ec (Chuo Jonin
of the Perty,

L2 % Comment, KITAMURA was Transportation Mipmister An the KATAYAMA
) t in 1947 ed Fi.nance Min:loter in the ASHIDA Cebinet in 1948,

3 ﬁﬁg%& According to the press, SHICEIITSU had & "sscret rendes- ! :

T youe® at home in Yugawara (Shizuckaken) on 4 April 1954 with fomer - - ¢ L.
Finence Minister IKEDA. After the neeting, SHIGEMITSU is revo:ited to have S
steted, "I think it.is im.ortent for responsible leaders of the Liberal, .
Progreesive and Japln Libveral Parties to get t.ogether and exchenge opdnions

. on’weys snd mesnd to settle the politicel situstion.” This stetenent wss
heralded as one. of the most clearwtut indications of the real poseibility

- of a consorvative merger mede to dete, end so XITAMURA'e chargen of wbigu-

" ity would seen nther wide of the muk.
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4 Bisld Lomaent ‘rhis muet be HMIURA Xunio, House_of.. Repmnentativaa mernbg_x;_:__
T from Aomord,” whose ‘position ac Chalxdsn 6f the Progressives! Politfcal ™ .- )
Policy Committee (Seissku Iinkai) comeponds to thet of IKEDA in the Liberal i~

Party,
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