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2.

1,

Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister SHIGEMITSU Mamoru is in a weak
position in the Democratic Party because of a lack of funds,
elections SHIGEMITSU may be: rep.
figurshead Deputy Prime Minister.

MATSUMOPO Shunichd 1s too young for the appointment as Foreign Ninister,
although he 1s & potential future Foreign Ninister and sven Premier.2

2. Qield Comment, MATSUMOTO, former axbasaador to Great Briuin. is ‘57 years

Acocording to 0S=55223, SUGIHARA will be the next”
Foreign Minister but will be succeeded within a year by NATSUNOTO pro

t 3.

It is possible that the information contained in 08-55223 vas obtained: frou
the sams official in the Japansse Foreign Ministry as was this report,

of agee

. ¥ashington Commgnt, CS=-55223, from a different scurce, stated that

- SHIGEMITSU will prodbably retain & sinecure as Dspuily Prime Minister and

" that the next Foreign Minister will be SUGJHARA Arata, a career diplomat,
See 0S=54578 and CS-54342 for additional utomuon on SUGIHARA.

MATSUMOTO wins & Diet seat,
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