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SOURce: Trained Americen observer	 janujjugagSgajdajo 2-(Ropoptorial 0404;00.,,,

The following views were recently empressed by a junior Foreign Ministry	 •
Officials

a. Most Foreign Ministry offitials have been disappointed in the explanations
even by Foreign Minister SNIGEMITSU Mamoru concerning the Japan-Soviet
negotiatione ' sinCe his return from Moscow. The Foreign Ministry Officials
feel that SHIGEMITSU should have presented his frank views on the manner in
which the talks should be conducted in the future, rather than "play.
polities" as he has done.	 . -

b. The appointment of SHIGEMITSU as Acting Premier if Premier NATOYAMA• labia°
does go to Moscow will neither raise the prestige of the Foreign Ministry
nor increase SHIGEMITStrs prestige in the WO. of Foreign Ministry
officials. It would rather have the opposite effect, since this would be
another instance in Chich the Foreign Ministry is excluded frcim a major
diplomatic negotiation:

s: Agriculture-Forestry Minister KCAO lahtro did not expect that, when
SHIGEMITSU returned to Japan, tho latter would agree to the Proposal that
HATOYAMA go to Moscow to finish the negotiations. KONO planned to use the
opposition which he anticipated SHIGEMITSU would put up to this plan in
order to have SHIGEMITSU dropped from the Cabinet, but KISHI Notmeeke,
Secretary-General of the L!boral-Cieocritie Party, •onvinced KONO that
becoming Acting Premier would not increase SHIGEMITOWs prestige and that
consequently it was unnecessary to get rid of SHIGEMITSU.

'd. In the Foreign Ministry SHIGEMITSU is generally considered an able ,
diplomat but a poor politicianw Career Foroign Soil/ice officers for the
most part dislike SHIGEMITSU because of . his habit of confiding in only a
handful, of picked associates, thUS injecting the "boss-protege" (oyatesn-
.kOten) system familiar in Japanese politics into diplomatiC affaitS.

i. -.flail Comment. Oroviaus swamp/is NiiIng - betn , KOND - Ichireel-negotiations. _
in Moscow and FUJIYAMA Aiichiro's settlement of the Philippine reparations
problem.
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