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o The following views were rnonny oxpruud by a J\mlm Forolgn Minfstry
iSS officials

R a. Most Foreign Ministry officials have baen dinppalm.d in the uphnatiom
K . given by Foreign Minister SHIGEMITSU Mamoru concerning the Japan-Soviet .

o - negotiations since his return from Moscow, The Foreign Ministry offisials

e : feel that SNIGEMITSU should have presented his frank views on the mamner in
: ) - which the talks showld be conducted in the Nmro. uchor than phy

) politics®™ as he his done,

b. The appointaent of SHIGEI!II’SU as. Acting Pu-lct lf Pnnlor HATOYAMA Ichtro
does go to Moscow will neither raise the prestige of the Foreign Minfstry
fnor imcrease SHIGEMITSU s prestige in the eyes of Foreign Minjstry
officials. It would rather have the opposite sffect, since this wonld be . S

. another instance in which the Foroign Minutry i{s excluded frou a major B

» ™ _ - diplomatic negotiation,} : e -

© &: Agrioulture-Forestry Minister KONO Ichiro did not empect that, when
SHIGEMITSU returned to Japan, the latter would agree to the proposal that o
_ - HATOYAMA go to Moscow to finish the negotiations, KONO planned to use the. " o
- . N opposition which he anticipated SHIGEMITSU would put up to this plas in - . s
- : S order to have SHIGEMITSU dropped from the Cabinet, but KISHI Nobueuke, S (]
’ Secretary-General of the L:!bersl-Democratic Party, convinced KONO thit S
becoaing Acting Prenler would nogt increase SHIGEMITOUs prestige and that
congequently it was unnecessary to get rid of SHIGEMITSY.

_ "7 “da In the Foreign Ministry SHIGEMITSU is generally considered an able _
: diplomat but s poor politieiany Career Foroign Sezvice officers for the
’ most part dislike SHIGEMITSU becaiise of his habit of confiding in only a .
y handful of picked assoclates, thus injecting the "Boss~protege" (oyabun-
\ .kobun) system familiar in Japanese politics into diplomatic affaife,
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