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OIS CP ANALYSIS OF THE YOUIURI SUIOUN
(17 - 30 June 1956)

Tram a survey of the rominri Shimbun for a teo-eceh period (17 - 30
dune);'let- maybe concluded that no definite trends and/or consistent treat-
ment or "slants" to the news have been discernible. One of the more obvious
rectors apparent from this survey is that the ramittri does not have a clear
policy on reporting and commiting upon the news of the day. This is some-
etest of a departure from ehat may have he,n the pant policy of the newspaper,
insamuch as it is reported that during the pre-war days it was "ultra-WU-
tarist" in tone and luter became "ultra-Rightiet" subsequent to 1945. Avail-
able inforeation points to the_paper's swinging toward the ;light-Wino 	 elist -
viewpoint after ths +signing of -tre- Peace Treaty. At the present tine, how-
ever, it does appear from the survey that the editorial staff end column
writer* enjoy a greater amount of fre+.tem in their selection and treatment
of newsworthy topics.

:tering the survey period, the major portion of the pertinent mean was
given over to the Price Report and the issue of Okinawa. rn the treatment
of this subject, all papers ansumed somethinr less than a pro-ussarican tenor
in their reporting. The Asahl, which may be categorized as maintaining a
Right-ring Secialist stand, was consistent in its adyocation of a /strong
and firm stand" by the Japanese Governcent loaders to rain concessions froo
the U. S. The kainichi, categorized as slightly more conservative than thetau, also mainta similar looney, which consistently predicated its
coverage treatment of the Okinawa issue. The Yomiuri, on the other hand,
while assuming an anti-American position, drifted fram caustic: and bitter
reporting of U. S. actions to u nild and,sometimes even neutral position in
reporting the day-to-day highlights of tne situation in the Ryukus. From a

S. standpoint, romiori's reporting may be considered generally unfavorable
re the Okinawa pra1Z.7—M, oewspaper also seemed to enjoy blaming the
Japanese leaders for their unfamiliarity with the seriousness of the problem,
a position which one would expect of a :Zit-ing Socialist newspaper in view
of the then impending national Diet elections.

Reportage on the R-Bomb experiments in the Pacific by the rceicri again
evidenced a lack of consistency. Factual articles citing the neceerity for
the Free 7orl4 to remain ahead in the atomic race were carried without
comment. Also in evidence were columns strongly opposing the U. 5. stand
for continuing the tests. (an the issue of cessation of H-Bemb experimentc,
the major papers - including the Yoaiuri - usually directed their protests
toward the U.	 ignoring for the moot part direct criticism of Soviet
Russia and the fact that it has not given prior notification of ouclear
tests conducted within its can borders.) A Yomiuri column dated June 20th
stated:
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"...It Appears that the Americana were very proud of their
experiment on 21 Mey, but the bolt, fell feu:reales from the target,
with two persona suffering the loss of their eyesight. Acting with
indifference, the Secretary of the Air Force said that f etich mistakes
are common to human beings.' If they (n.`'..) carry out nuclear tests
in spite of opposition by a majority of mankind, they should do it
with prudence so that 'such common mistakes' may be avoided 	

On the matter of the atomic race ane stockpiling of nuclear weapon', All
rpapera ..eoceeririncluded cermeeted upon eh" deebts oftheJeeenoseee
as to the etandarde of the pereiseible amount of radioactivity, the necessity
of preventive meaeuree, and the theory of value of the A-race between U. S.
and the Soviet Union. A related topic here is the "Hircehine esidens" whose
recent return from mediCal treatment in the U. S. was given extensive preen
coverage. The Yomiuti, &Sang with other major papers gave favorable treat-
ment to this exibjeat, citing the benevolence of Americans torerd these
victims. However, in the treatment or this subject by some papers - Yemiuri
excluded - a thread of reeentment could be found, pointing out to the -7-476--
nese readers that they not forget that it was the same U. 3. ehich brought
about the fate of these "Hiroshima aeidens."

During the survey period, some of the topics treated editorially by
the Yomiuri were "Hsiang of Public Intereet in the Electionfe; "Renewed
Efforts to Increase eports during econd Half at 1956," "War against
Mosquitos," "Arguments over the 0e-Stalinization Moves," and "Chou Fn fails
Foreign Policy Speech." On the rtalin isnue, the Youduri comcented upon the
'wishful thinking' harbored by the -est, that this etnild ignite a chain ee-
action of resistance within the Come:nist orbit countries. The paper criti-
cised the capitalistic papers for predicting such an event, stating that they
eere deliberately endeavoring to incite disturbances within the orbit nations.
TCOLTATTT's declaration received only superficial review. In the review of
Chou ene.Lei's foreign policy speech (30 June), the Yomiuri claimed there wee
nothing new And the only point which attracts atter1M-TW that the general
tone of the Foreign Minister had somewhat softened. A three-sentence acknow-
ledgeent of ('hoc 'a reference to Japan stated that China'a chylous et/met to
use the release of Japanese ?Ogl e is welcome, but that the "lack of poeitive-
ness in Communist China's bid.....seees to indicate that it is trying to
attain actual diplomatic relatiome rather than mare nominal restoration of
relations."

r-

Concluoiont This tiro-week survey would indicate that the Yomiure lacks
an establiihed policy in reference to U.S.-Japanese relations. The teditortala
blow hot and cold are_this subject; apparently at the whim of the particular
writer for elY eiveKAdition. If we earume that the executieee of the Yomiuri

-J-- -thwa841̀ ;"NE4*-7e--a--- -1--e-tweeteeefie-er---4Fopai-ie-eirreolering the
United :Anton and japan, it would appear that this executive policy has not
filtered dam-to the working echelons. The reasons for this omission of cc-
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ordination will him to be left to conjecture. Ons can %loony proliOt
tbe Iambi or	 'a treatment of miss involving the U. S., but um=
the ,M0	 nawestands, it is almost Imposaible to prepheor
itith oNr ogres of accurmwthe particular stand that this piper olll
adept. This factor is considered the east significant finding Of &mortar
of that pi.


