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PR-CIS o ANALYSIS OF Til YGAIURI SuIMBUN
(17 - 30 June 1950)
A

7

\from @ survey of tbe Yosiuri Shimbwn for a tmo-week period (17 - 30
June), it may be concluded that no definite trends and/or consistent troat-
ment or “slants” to ths ness have besen discernible. One of the more obvious
factors apparent from this survey is that the Yamiuri does not have a clear
policy on reparting end commenting upon the tews of the day. This ie somo-
what of & departure frox wnst mity have bie:n the past policy of the newspaper,
inasmuch as it is reported that during ihe pro-war daye it was "wltra-mili-
tarist® in tone and luter becase "ultra-fightiet" subsaquent to 1945. Avail-

able information points to the papar’s swinging topard the 3ight-Eing Socdalist .- .p=ec:

* viewpoint after the aigning of the Feace Treaty. At the precent time, how-
ever, it coes appear [rom Lhe survey thut the editorial staff and columm
writers enjoy a greater smount of frerdom in their selection and treatment
of rewswarthy topics. .

Juring the survey period, ths major poction of the pertinent news was
#iven over to the Price Report amd the issue of Okinewa. In %he treatment
of this subject, a1l ospers apmmed something lese than a pro-tmerican tenor
in their reporting. The Asahi, which may he rategorized as maintaining a
Right-V¥ing Soccialist nd, was consistent in its advocation of a “strong
and firm stand" by the Japanese Uoverncent leaders to sain concessions from
the U. S, The kzinichi, categorized as slightly wmore conservative than the
Agahi, also maintained a similar poliqy, which consistently predicated its
coverage treataent of the Okinewa issues. The Yomiurd, on the.other hand,
while assuming an anti-dmerican position, drdffed from caustic and bitter
reparting of U. S. actions to a a2ild ani sometimes even neutral position in
reparting the day-to-day highlights of the «ituation in tho Ryukus. From a
e S. standpoint, Yomiuri's reparting may be considered generally unfavorable
re the Uinawa problam. 7The aewspaper alsc scemed to enjoy blaming the
Japanese leaders for their unfaadliarity with the seriousness of the problem,
a position which one would expect of & Fight-ling Socialist nawspaper in view

,~Gf the then impending nationsl Diet elections.
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Repaxrtage on the R-Bomb axperiments in the Pacific by the Yomjurd sgain
evidenced 2 lack of consistency. Factual articles citing the neces-ity for
the Free :orld to remain shcad in the atomic race were carried without
comment. Also in evidence were columns strongly opposing the U. 5. stend
for contimuing the tests. (On the issua of cevsation of H-Bomb experimentc,
the majar papers - including the Yoaiuri - usuvally 4 rected their protésts
toward the U. 5., ignoring for the most part direct criticism of Soviat
Fussia and the fact that it bhaz not given priar notification of nuclear
teat,sdconducted within 1ts own borders.) A Yomiuri column dated June 20th
stated: —
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PeesIt appears that the Americana were very proud of their
experiment on 21 Mgy, but the bomd fell four miles from the turget,
with two persoms suffering the loss of their eyesight. Acting with
indifference, the Secretary of the Air Force said that 'such cistekes f
sre common to humsn baings.' If they (7.%.) carry out nuclear tests ]
in spite of opposition by & majority of mankind, they should do it ]
with prudence go that 'such common mistekes' mey be avoided....!?

On the natter of the atomic ruce ani stockpiling of muclear weapons, all N
_..... DAWSDRpers - Yominri ineluded - somsarted upen ke doults of the Jeramese™™ O EE e
as to the stardards of the permiscille amount of rediouctivity, the necessity
of preventive nedsures, and the theory of value of the A-race between U, S,
and the Sovist Union. A related topic herc is the "Hiroshima Hatidens" whose
recent return from medicsl treatuent in the U. S. was given extensive nress
covaeraize. 7The Yomiurd, alorg with other major papers gave favorsble treat- bl
mant to this o ct, citing the bencvolence of Americans toward these '
victinma, However, in the treatment of this subject ty some pepers - Yomiuri
excluded - a tiread of resontment could be found, pointing ovt to the Japa—
nese reasiers that they nct forget that it was the same U, 5, which brought
about the fate of these "Hiroshimz itaidens.”

Turing the survey pericd, some of the topics treated editorially by !
TS the Yorduri were: "Raising of Tublic Interest in the Lleetionsy "Renewed '
7 \  Effarts to Incresse Lxparts during Second Half of 1956,% "War against '
| Mosquitos," "Arguments over the De-Stalinismation Moves,™ and "Chou Fn lut's !

— Pareign Policy Speech.? Oa the “talin isnue, the Yosiurd commented uron the

\ /.. ‘wishful thiniing’ harbornd by the "est, that this would ignite & chain ye- i
V. e . action of resistence within the Communist orbit coumtries. The paper criti~ '
S SEE ““oiged the capitalietic papers far predicting such an event, stating that they

wore deliberataly endeavoring to incite disturbances within the orbit nations.

TOOLIATTI'e declaration received only superficisl review. In the review of

Chou fn-lei's foreisn policy speect (30 June), the Yomiuri claimed there wus )
' pothiny new and the only point which attructs attentdon i# that the general f

tone of the Foreign Minister had sowevhat softened. A three-sentence acknow- '

ledgnent of Chou's refarence to Japan stated that China's cbvious sttempt to

use the release of Japanese PO¥'a is welcamo, but that the "lack of pocitive- ’

ness in Commnist China's bid.....scems to indicate that it is trying to ]

attain actusl diplomatic relations rather than mere noeinal restaration of .

relations.”

Concluolon: This two-weck survey would indicate that the Yomiuri lacks
an established policy in refcrence to V.S.-Japanese relations, The editorials '
blow hot and cold on this subjsct; apperently at the whim of the particular '
writer for any giv itdon. If we asrume that the exscutives of the Yomdurdi i
b .. thensslves have-p-policy-or-the meports LIGetAoNt e~ tophos Involving the = "
"""" /| United Utatos and Japan, it would appear that this executive policy has not ‘
4 filtered dowe-to the working echelons. The reasons for this omission of co- ‘ '
| :
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ordination will have to be left to conjecturve One can usually prediad
thtknhxwr%wtmtafmmelmﬂu&&.mw .
the You newpstands, it is almoet iaposaible to proghecy

with any degree of sccureqy the particular stand that this peper will
m&t; mumuoondtumtnmumma a ‘mrey
of tptm.




