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1. Pollowing formerPrime Minister ISHIBASHI Tenzan’s resignstion as president

of the JapsnoSov/:t Society (JSS), conflicting views o his successor

have arisen smong Japaneae orgaanizatioms, notadly the Japen Soclslist s

Party (JSP), Japsa Genersl Council of Trede Usioas (Sohyo), amd the

Japsn Communist Party (JCP). In the Spring of 1962, the JSP advocated L
é:_r the selection of OUCHI Hyee Dut was apposed by both Sohyo and the JCP, (
o / which clearly supported former Tokyo University Presidemt NAMBARA sugem .
LA for the position. More recemtly, it bas become appareat that the USSR
; wishes to see SHORIKI Matsutaro, presfdent of the Yomiuri Shimbum, assume

the post. ; .

TN

2. Soviet desires om SHORIKI came about quite accidentally and may de traced

to the Marck 1962 visit of Georgl Zhukov, chairman of the Soviet State .
Committee for Cultural Relatioms With Foreign Countries, to Japsn. As

one of his assignments during the Japsn visit, Zhukov was to pick the
succesgor to ISHIBASHI as JSS presidemt. Zhukov' firat approached EAYA
Seiji, presideat of Tokyo University, with the proposal that KAYA re-enter
the society as its president, EKAYA rejected the proposal snd explaimed to-
Zbhukov that he would mot consider seturming to the JSS im any capacity matil-
the JCP showed indications of becoming more mature im its policies and
activities. DBecause of this rejection and tha appareat gesiatance of other
notables in progressive circles, Zhukov decided to try to pick & csndidate
~from conservative Jspasese circles, A vieit to the offices of the Nippon
Television Company (NTV) plsced Zhukov is contact with SHORIX]I.  Zhukov

ms Impresded by SHORIKI and evem more 80 by the mass comaunications
facilities st ‘the command of SHORIKI; namely. the Yomiuri Shimbun anmd

NTV. Zbukov appareatly recoguized the influence SHORIKI culd extend
through these medis end put out a feeler to SHORIKI on the possidility

of having the latter assume the presidency of the JSS. Zhwkow told

SHORIKI that he was interested im t'lndln( a ministerial-level member of
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the Japanese conservative camp to £{11l the wacancy amd fel®t that SHORIKI
would be acceptable, but SHORIKI extiibited ac particular xeactiom te
Zhukov®s request at the time,

3. When KONO Ichiro and TAKASAKI Tatsunosuke weat to the USSR in April-May
1962 to discuss Japan-Soviet fishery problems, additional pressure was

put oa these two officials by Soviet Govermment officials to gaia
acceptance of the USSR"s iatention to have SHORIKI becomz the mext JSS
presidemt. The Soviet officials expressed their plen in terms of the
situstion that prevailed whem HATOYAMA Ichiro was first president of the
JSS. Since HATOYAMA was selected for the post despite his well-kmows amtf~
communist snd rescticeary policies as & pre-war Hucstion Minister, the
Soviet officials imdicased that it would mot be awkward for SHRIKI to
aspume the post, even though he had past connections with such a "suppres-~
$10e"” organ as the Japamese matiomal police. TAKASAKI, in particwlsr,
promined to exert what influence he could om SHORIKI but, im s pest-~trip
talk with the lstter, waa rebuffed becsuse SHORIKI felt stromgly that the
USSR sbould not be allowed to designate the leader of ss internal Japenese
orgenization,- SHORIKY toid TAKASAKI that, while the JSS promoted fatér-
national good will, the respoasibility to choose a new president evelwed
upon Japanese organizations and mot se outside natiom,

The USSR has, nevertheless, contiaved its efforts to perseade SHORIKI to
accept the JSS positiom. Aecently, a highly-placed Soviet Goverament
official (possidbly Soviet Deputy Premicr Anagtas Mikoysn), sent a personal
letter to SHRIXI, again requesting his acceptance. As & comsequesce,
SHORIXI consulted executives of the Yomiuri Shimbun and NTV secretly om
the satter, but it appesrs that he has wot changed his aind and has sot
yet accepted the offer., Soviet officials currestly are pianing their
hopes_oa KONO, who may represeat & USSR “trump card” in their attempts

to persuade SHORIKI, Hvemn TAKASAKI maintains that XONO say be tie key
person who will csuse SHORIXI to change his mimd, TAKASAKI feels there -
is s definite chance that SHORIXI will ultimately accept the position,
depending upoa KONO®s skiil in aegotiating the problea,

5. On the other band, JSP and Sohyo lesders are gomewhbat displeased over

‘the fact that they do mot bhave s free hand ia picking ISHIBASHICs succes-
sor, particularly since they are busily engaged in work imtemded to brimg
sbout & constitutiomsl improvement of the JSS. Despite such displessure,
both orgamizations bave tacitly agreed that they will nsot oppose SHORIKI®s
selection, On 4 Awgust 1962, however, MATSUMOTO Shichiro, board chairman
of the JSS, met with Sergey P, Suxdalev, Minister-Cowaselor of the Soviet
Bubessy in Tokyo, and indicated thst it was not likely that SHORIKI would
sccept the presidemcy. At the game time, MATSUMOTO iadicated the cucren

views of the JSP and .chyo om the matter, ' .

6. Regarding SHORIKX?s inclimstiom to accept the ¥SS presidemcy, there are

several factors indicating favoradble dispositiom en his part: (a) A defiaite

change in the slant of the Yomiuri Shimbun is noticesble - wheress in the
past the paper followed s gemeraily sati-comsunist liwe, it mow promul-
gates & softer lime., Such recent statements as "the paper will accurately
report the stand of the Soviet Uniona™ Mve been pudlished in the Yomiuwgi
Shimbun, a3 though excusing & shift in the paper”s policy. There 1s -~

=== T{tile doubt that this shift reflects the persomal imfluence of SHORIKI,
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(b) SHRIKI%s coustituency is Toyam Ptefectué, located on the western

. interests sre greatly iamtrigued over the possibilities of imcreased trade ~

with the USSR, There are cvem curreat plans in tbe prefecture to impert

. ofl from Sidberis and comstruct a large petroleum combise, SHORIXI camnot

-

‘business commmaity. (c) SHORIXI has always beem a perceptive persom, e.g

afford to disregard these moves, and his scceptance of the JSS presidemcy
would be a politicsl windfall with respect to his stamdiang in the Toysma

4

he was & pioneer in Japen®s television and color television isdustry, end
18 Quick to reslize the potentialities in a givem sitwmtion, SBARIXI
long ago forecast eveatusl. imcreased trade with the USSR and my feel )
assumption of the JSS positicn would be a timely move {f Japan-DBSR trade
increased even nore sand if he is able to take oves indirect cradit for
such an accomplishment, .

coast and relatively close, i trade terms, to the USSR, Tovsas Dusimess
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