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“The pudlication of (kis) memotrs touched off the bloodle:t
street riot Paris has seen since the war”

The Real Menace That Lurks Behmd] Z :
‘The Most Dangerous Mdn in Europe’

SKORZENY'S SECRLT MISSIONS
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from the French by Jacques Le

Reviewed by Mary McGrory
These memoirs of the chief of the Nazi Commaindos. whase

most famous exploft was the kidpaplng of Mussolini in 1943. are
8s Interesting for what they leave unseild as for what they say.-
Skorzeny’s account of his dare-devil missions and the puinstaking:
preparations which precedeq them are = worthwhile addition to!
hwever. is the:

commando Hteraturc. What is more !asch\atlng

author’s personal history since?
the war.

Of Skorzeny's incredible experl-
ence since an American war’
crimes court freed him for his
part in the Battle of the Bulge,:
the jacket gives po hint. News-
paper ‘fiies revesl that he. has
‘escaped from a West German
prison camp. where he was be-
ing held for appesrance before a
de-Nazification court, in #948. He
Afzention snd in Paris Vod

tina &n a ore re-
cent dispatches Rave him secure
in an Alpine hideout forming t.he
tough core of a new
tionalist maveirnt — called Der
Epinne, the spider—sparked by!
«lntmnsl:eant ex-Nazls, He has
{also beer reported a3 the obfect
ot eouxtshin by the Boviets in

tthelr drive to recruit top le_lj

officers,

| Of this, as I say, the book
ijacket gives no hint. The pub-
Jlishers, with undue reticence, do
:not mznuon. efther the !nct that

of the s in a
iconservative French newspaper|to /
touched off the bloodiest street-iP

:“the most dangerous man ln
Europe,' an estimate apparends.
based on his wartime record, and
.wﬂhout reference (o the menace,
be currently offers
| To get down to what skoxuny
{tells of his own story—and it is:
precious little when you cvnsk!en
what be must know-this Is a:
highly impersonal, non-political
record of the various misslons he

Inl ndertock at the behest of Hitler,

of whom he always speaks in the
most revereni tones. His most
idashing feat was the afr abduc-
~,ton, in 1943, of Mussolinl from
Gran 6asso, where I Duce war
;confined by his countrymen. -

He describes frankly the failur
of such projects as the Himmic
plan to bamb New York and corr
p plains constantly of the nigeard
‘ness ©f his resources compa
with those of the British.

In his most interesting pass:
he recounts the sabotage opr
tions which were his contriby
to the Battle of the Bulge.
men were tralned not o

t-
riot (Communist-inspired) Paris
has seen since the war. More-
sover, Skerpeny is said to be using
!proceeds from the book to finance

.his new Nazj’ ent, 4 fgctor
which makes pppe in,
this country at this time contro-:

versist. ta stay the least.
The chkct calls him mercly

in the use of American slang t
also in the chewing of gum and .
“the American way of openin,
cigaretjes.” In deference to the'
Geneva Conventlon, they wore, -
Naz{ uniformns under their Ameri-:
:can and Britlsh kit, since the'
.canvention makes men wearing
‘mpemy uniform in hattle subject
w cspionaze ralliec than comaba:
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