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‘ ' o , Co:mehts on the Politicnl and Military Situation, » :/'
. . oo - and the Cons&encea Thereof L I

) lore than a year ago I annl,yzed thoughta ‘on the current situation

‘making proposals on what could be done to counteract the Red peril, -

" Basically, pothing has changed since then, The East was able to gain
several new victories in the Cold War, and the West was unable to do .
anything against them. Ideologl.cany Western Buropean Defense has hot
improved at all, Elkewisa, material preparation for the defense of the
¥est has received, in actual practice, soms 80% of what had been planned .

.. tor it, according to official American figures, 'The problem of the contri- -
but-i.on of Germany to the dafase of the West continues to be the subject of
theoretical discussion, and the various offices which have. been created in

" Trizonia on this subject also constitute a theoretisal begiming. without.

* ‘having made a :1ngle step towards practical realiza.tinn. .

During the past year several lactora have been estab].inhed whioh mnnt
be taken into account in considering the situation, and they are as follows:
The separation of MacArthur from the supreme command of the Far Fast wasa
" victory for the Kremlin and demnatrated the actual wealmess of the West.
Yoscow took note of this sign of mgalmeu, and took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to carry out its policy of wearing down the West through political
maneuverings. Thus the opportunity to choose the most favorsble momeht to
deal its own preventivo Blow is not’ to be passed by by Rusa:la. .

" The beginning of E‘Lsenhower'a ‘concrete etforts gave way to ddasproad
. hope, Reality quickly forced General Eisenhower to criticize openly the
notorious deficiency of the defénse effort in Western Europe, as well as
theae countries! willingness to rearm. There is absolutely ro doubt that
the initial strategy of the Pentagon for Europe would have to be drastically
" revised, Even today the defense of the greater part of Westein Europe is -
practically inoperable, and it is impossible to determine how long this state
of affairs will continue, Nor can one eliminate or clarify the great political
obstaclss facing Eurcpe, such as the rala'oiona between France and Germany,

" Por more than a year experiments have been made on the’ Lhnited battlp-
ground of Korea, taking into account that the modern armaments of the _
Russians have l’mrel,v been used, Thus, the events in Korea have revealed

nothing on the actual Ruseian supremscy in tactical aviation, and nothing
has been learned about wodern Russian submarines, - In this regard, one mmst’
consider above all that, at the eventusl éutbreak of world conflist, the . -
armies of the United States 'and her sllies of the West will be operating . -
from an enormous naval structure, and all offensive advantages, at the time,.
will 1ikewith the powerful Russian submarine forces, Possible losses in
submarine, strength can be replaced more rapidly than thoea in the surfnce
naval potential of the Wgat.
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. Undoubtedly, the rearmament program of the United States has made
great strides, even if production figures reached, according to American
statistics, lag some 15% behind the projected figures, If Wilson has
recently announced that the United States will be prepared to meet all
the neceasities of war through its own production as of the end af 1953,
this actually means that the Soviet Unmion can wait until then., Moscow
thus has time to spare to fill the gaps of its war potential, and can . .
adapt its decisions. to the developmenta of the next two years, - Until that

. .74¥ins, probably six months Befors or after, Bussia will hold all liverty

of acticn for any preventive military or pélitico-military measure whatever, -

- because of her actual military advantages At the close of 1953, the United
States will be faced with two alternatives, Either they will bave to

recognize the status quo established by the Soviets, or they wdll have to
undertake a prevertive war agginst the Soviet Union, "In the meanwhile, :
the Soviet Union will continue to carry the qffensive in the Cold War, and-
‘can consolidate and mobilize its fifth columns in the Western nations, its
post dangerous weapons. against those countries, - 'Allied propaganda in the

" Soviet sphere has, on the other hand, very little chance of achieving

_noteworthy results, It is also danferous to speculate on the death of
Stalin during this period, in the hopes that such an event would resudt

- in the mending of the political situation, The dynamic policies of the
" forces of Bolshevism, whéase secret goal today, as before) continues to be

world revolution, while presenting themselves as the exponents of world
peace, must not be underestimsted. In analyzing the situation, one must

not forget, in addition, present economic risks and the general scarcity -
of’products, One of the greatest dangers now threatening the United States
is inflation, Last year, this inflationary tendency resulted in a practical
disadvantage of 20% in the rearmament race. One of the most acute problems
in American industily is undoubtedly the need for wolfram, now that Commnist
Chiha has been eliminated as traditional supplier. In the eent that Persia

- is lost, temporarily or permanently, as a source of pstroleum, this loss

will be equivalent to g battle won by the Reds, -

- Lot ua also consider several political factors. Practimlly speaiing,
Comtunism has lost no ground at all in France, Today it is busy completing
Ats preparations for the eventual use of a subveraive pirtisan organization, -
. Pogitive Rightist blocs have been unable, to date, to show that they are
ready to control the difficult political problems of France, It is to be
assumed that it would be impossible to clear up the political positions of
French domestic government without previous inteatinal disorder. It is
significant that the Centrist parties currently goverming France wish to
strive against the wealkness of Germany rather than confront the Hed peril
hovering over the country., In Italjthe same thing is happening, Adthough

" the Ttalian government is acCeding more willingly to the wishes of the United
" States, one must not forget the inferior capacity of Italy, and that the

quality of the greater part of the Italian army should not be overestimated, .
as has been proved to us by History. In the case of England, one must not
forget the private strategic interests competing in that country.  The - :
_difficulties in Persia and the Near East are specifically English, and the
precaricus stability of India and the selfish attitude of soms members of the
Commonwealth against the Empire's trends of political unification are factors ..
which undermine the active political offensive of Great Britain in line _with
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t.American objectives, In any respect, these and many other interior
‘difficulties are a brake to political activity. Notwdthstnding the -
apparant consolidation of the situation in Finland, it is obvious that
the Communist Party holds third place, If future developme.nts Tollow
this course so favorable to thé Russians, the Soviets can, at. any)tims,
touch off disturbances which could pread 1iks wild-fire to all of' -

' Scandinavia, The Peace Treaty with Japan undoubtedly constitutes one’

of the positive steps in general developments, But Japan cannot be
included, in practice, as a strong base for the American Pacific Front,

" unless the zonflict in Korea is rapidly eliminated, Apart from ths
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congideration, the foreign golicy of the United States would have to

be maneuvered extremely cleverly in order to take advantage of the

tension actually existing between the Soviet Union and Red China, 4t

the present time, until a prolon ged armistice is achieved in Korea,

the period can be used n ot only for peaceful ends, but for the preparabion )
of a new blow on the part of Red Chinz in th~ same direct.ion, or for tbe :
creaticn ot new’ ba.tt.lefmnts in other parts or As:ln .

A1l these cons:l.derat.ions lead to a practical consequence. The Unibed
States might possibly find itself forced to cariy out its own strategic
plans without ifs Western Allies, 'This has already brought.about the
well-imown negotiations between the United States and Spain, at one end -
of Europe, and events of even greater interest in Turkey at the other end,
Without the control 6f these fortresses on either side, the defense of’
the Nort,h Afridan bases cou.ld not be assured.

The strategists of the Krem]j.n have devoted their scarce arms
_potential entirely to rearmament since the beginnin g of 1945. In com~
: ﬁaring the production of pig-iron and steel in the Soviet Union and the R
. United Stat.es one must congider the following points: 1) That we do not o

have exact figures for Bussis, 2)The the entire production of these® S
materials has been put at the disposal of war industry, certainly
90 to 95% since 1945, While the United States have been reamd.ng under
the watchword of "the least possible effect on givilian economy®.
3) That Bussia has been able to establish a strategic stock-pile in the
last six years, ' Russia, in addition, does not need such great quantities o
of steel for naval rearmament "as does the United States,’

Similar comparisons can .be made of petroleum pmdnction on both -
aides, The Soviet Union does mot have to take care of such fantdstic
consumption by its fleet, It has, on the other hand, limited itself to
the creation of a tactical gerial defensive potentiai with the aim of .

. substituting etrategic aviation through the developmnt of guided missiles.

© The Soviet Union has, in addit:.on, extra.ordinary mobile capacity.
All executiye measures conform to one single order, to one state apparat,
which, coilncident with being a world power, is the directive body for an
international subversivh organization. In Europe the Soviet Union pursues
the sole objective of delaying as mich as possible, if not preventing
oonpletely, the military rearmament of 'ﬂestern Gemanw 'rawards this end
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fhe Kremlin is waging its present political offensive with regard to the

German problem, and proposin g the unification-of Germany, a peace treaty,
and the withdrawal of occupation forces, proposals which cannot be

more than theoretical, It is very possible that some day the Kremlin may

indice the Red governments of Poland and (zechoslovakia to protest against
the remilitarization of Germany and to take measures of a mllitary nature .
because of the appareant threat of Germany, and to argue that the Potsdam - -
Agreement has in effect been violated, Nevertheless, the acttial danger .

of p§litical and military development in Westemn Germany continues to be

" pothing moré than latent, as'it does in all Western murops, a fact which

brought me to set forth my proposals on the matter a year ago. I feel, .
therefore, that it is_opporque to repeat the opening words of my previocus

©. -treatise:

- #The inclusion of Western Europe into the Rusaian sphere of influence

‘would mean the inevitahle collapse of European culture, and, above all,
- the total dastruction of European intelligence, Although Eurcpe might - -

again be liberated by an invasion, there would later be no men capable of -

“bringng about reconstruction in thegirit of the West. Aslatic Bolshevism, ’

solely for motives of its omn surviwval, will accomplish devastation which
is as total as it is inexorable,” . 3

A conquest of ‘Europe by world Bolshevism could occur in various ways:

1) Through open war, In this repect, during the past year the effective
. forca of Western Defense has barely increased, The Westdrn Divisions could,
" undey the most favorable conditions, defend themselves in retreating to the. .

peninsula of Jutland, on one side, and to Switzerland and Southerm France
onnthe other, .although it is not mown now how long they could maintain

.these two flank strongholds.’ In the event of open warfare, the greater :
"part of Western Europe could be lost today in a matter of a few days.

2) The conquest of Western Burope could &l3oc be accomplished through
civil wars, Police forces in the Ejstern Zone of Germany have been
reenforced more and more, and could very well be mobilized same day for
the nliberation of Western Gemany". In France and Italy a’' subversive

. movegent could be initiated at any time with probable success, the

Communist Parties in those.countries already bavihg within their mnks

‘the greal majority of the active members of such a movement.’

In view of the above, it is absolutely necessary that prepaiatory
measures be taken, as I indicabed a year ago, jJust in case some day the -

" situation.arises as described in points 1) and 2)., Steps should be
" ‘taken 80 that in such a case highly valusble human resources can be saved,
. It would be senseless to try, ih desperation, to arm such-valuable men at

the last minute, énly to waste them 1n useless battles of retreat or in
The trip which I took to Germany last @mgust and September has proved _
to me the validity of the above reflections, Thus, for example, I have

learned that an American office, which employs mainly German personnelai i
‘resembles a project which I proposed two years ago: - in case of necesalty,

o they are preparing for the evacuation of top-flight German scientists and -




technicians, I suppose, nevortheless, that the majorty of these
individuals would devote themselves more wholeheartedly to action
of this type if it were completely German. I have also learned, on
the other hand, that the Pederal Government of Bonn has comtacted Spain,
" on the Possibility that-here Cerman air units may find refuge. In
addition, I have found out that at the present time a project, under
the direction of one of the most capable military experts, is under way
for another of these "rescus actions" in' the Southern Zone of Garmmv
o AL it should be necessary, although in this case the final goal is
V. Switzerland, which in my opinion is imadequate from all points of view..
} I know also that several units recently created as contimuing the tradi-
_ ~ticm of Wehrmacht X~formations are curremtly studying similar operations
(in this case, cavalry divisions), I believe that the time has come
when all efforts ahould be. brought together.

. Besides, during my recent trip I had the opport.unity to speak with

. a pnugber of generals in the former German Army. .Among them is Colonel

~ Gemeral Guderian and one of the greatest military experts now woridng -
in Bonn. We agreed basically in the view that, -aside from official
remilitarization efforts, parallel measures should be undertakan in
ohe fom or another in cue of catestrophe, -

1 resllze that such steps could not be taken oﬁ'icially by on e
body, nor by all those official groups which now function jointly to -
bring about the remilitarization of Gemmany, But preparations in the
event 0f any unforeseen catastzphe could be made with the knowledge and
_silent consent of these official bodies and of the Bonn Government. It
is assumed, in addition, that a very important consideration at the outset N
is the consent of the Spanish Government, since omly Spain could be s

. considered for such projects, as well as the approval of the Unitdd states, )
for pos‘ltive assistance fhasthe realization of such plans. ’

prws s

- Consequently, and without going into ddtsil, I wish to make the ‘
following proposals

1. The formation of a basic Geman cadre in Spain, mde up of Ammy,
- Air and Naval personnel, which could at the. same time be used as an organi-
. zation to absorb the mess of active German forces, the withdrawal of which
_ would have to be organized simmltaneously, - This' ].atter group would be
formed of soldiers, scientists a.nd technicims o:v tha highest quality,.

‘2. The formation ot Ehropean cadres which would involve ‘the thorough
investigation of all.Eurcpean youth prepared to make the sacrifice, - This
model. European organization could be used later in case of war to go into
action throughout Burcpean territoby. The American Army Chief of Staff,
.General Collins, has pointed out the enormous :Ln;porbance of. eopando action
_in a future war, )

2a, Later on, with the mclusinn of Spanish commando unite, I wm.ld
pmpose the creation of special sharpshooter cadres within the Span.ﬁd\
Arnv Appendix 1 he.s been drawn up by ah e.z-captain of che of my- formr
-5=
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units, who), under my command, has carried cut the training and incor i
. poration of such cadres, Through my lnowledge of the Spanish temperskent,

particularly that of the Spanish soldier, I think that we can achieve .

extraordinary results in this field, - . B

- 3, I'should also like to propose, emphasizing that Proposal 1 requires

. previous American authorization and subsequent aid, as was pointed out to -

me by the Spanish Estado Mayor a year ago, that an organization be created

" for an ordered withdrawal from Germany. The seeds.of such a group already

exist. .. It would have to be brought into play only in the case of a catas-
typhe, Included in this group would be these active edements not already

- incorporated in other military organisms,

. Further notes on Propbsal 1: At the time of receiving _the basic concurrence

of the Span ish Government and General Staff and of appropriate American
authorities, immedite contact could be made with Col, Gen. Guderian., Ina

very short time a skeleton staff in-~Germany could be formed of outstanding
officers, who would willingly give their services for such a task, This

small staff would consist of officers from all branches of the armed services, .
whose mission would be to prepare, on Spanish soil, the {rel und~
work for their own functions, and {o invastigate the existing possil ties,

At the same time, in secrecy but with the considered and tacit authorization’

" of the Germman Government, an organizational committee within Germany would

recruit qualified officers and subalterns from all branches, in accordance

- with instructions received from the general planning staff in $ain, This
. undt set up in Spain may vary in the number of its members,. but it should

be given the opportunity for training in the use of the most modern American
armaments. If only, for example, it were possible to form a group of 5,000
men, such personnel fully trained would be ready to absorb at any time an-
additional number of 10 times as many soldiers, to instruct them, in turm,
in a very short time, and incorporate them into a very effedtive army, At
the same time, this cadre, which would naturally be composed of ssasoned
commanding and lesser officers, could establish technical courses which

would also benefit. the Spanish Arny,

L ) o _
. In the event that the European situation should becoms less acute,
it would always be possible, after a gertain period of time, to transfer
thése units to Cermany as solid reenforcements for the units alreay estab-
lished in that country. o :
- Bat if an unforeseen catastrophe should come to pass, this cadre
would have the mission of assimilating the great mass of German soldiers,

" goientists and technicians participating in an organized withdrawal,

incorporated in the organization proposed in (3) above, The German . .
soldiers arriving in Spain would be carefully screened for inclusion as

. yolunteers, on an equal basis, in the German units then formed in Spain,’
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Fyrther notes on Proposal 2: If in the course of the nmext few years
a new world conflict should break out, it is probable that fixed .
 battlefronts could mt bes established in Burope, .In the course of

the neming years bridgeheads such as Spain, or perhaps the entire.
" Iberian peninsula, could at least be established. The remainder of

Burope would:fall under the Commmnist yoke, In order to hold off-

strong eneqy forces in the West and in Eastern Burope, it will be -
‘necessary to develop, within enemy territory, military action concen-
trated agdinst defined objectives, These specific objectives include

the nerve centers and especially the. supply pointa of the enemy forces,
their communications and their munitions plants. The “argets for such
» military undertaldngs on the part of the commando forces would be '
specific industries such as, for example, ammurition factories,dil:
refineries, steel mills, blast-furnaces, uranium miris, explosive .
factories, minition dumps, strategic bridges, power plants, 'etc. Such
nerve centers are found in all the countriss of Europe, For such ¢ommando
undertakings to have any chances of success, they should-be carried out

by ‘saldiera who know the terain, and for such a purpose volunteers must

be recruited fromtall the.mations of BEurope, For the members of such
comuando forces to receive thorough special traimihg, and for practical
knowledge of the military terrain involved, there must be a relatively
long period of preparation. But, in proportion to their mmmberj they
would be especially effective and could contribute enormously to the -
general war potential., Under cetain circunstances the commandos' inter-
* vention could bte decisive, As the writer would have recruited, from the
units under his commind in the last wgqr, volunteers from virtually all
the countries of Europe, he would be ready to assurs with confidence the
effectiveness of thesewits, In a study of the points of view of many
of his former officers and soldiers, and of members of other natiomal .
active forces in other countries, he has found among adl these individual
. widespread inclination for the creation of amlparticipation in such cadres,
Volunteers, chosen in their respective nations on the basis of rigid
standards, which would certainly form the picked troops of each natian,

can be counted upon from the following countries: Italy; Rumania (emiires
and members of the Iron Guard); Hungary (emigres and former officers and
subalterns); Esthonia; Lithuania and Latvia %rerugees) ; Finland; Norway; .
Denmark; Holland; Belgium; France; and of course Germany and Austria, For
the most effective operation of these commandos, they must have all possible
means at their disposal. During the train ing period they must have at
their disposal all the facilities which they would have to employ in tdme’
of war. ' The Aperican ATmy, which would also in this case be ‘obliged to give.
its uncon ditiopal support, has already gathered a great deal of expérience
during the last war with its 0SS troops, = = - . S o

The prelipinary work for the formation of the specizl commando cadras
could be initiated with a relatively small gumber of operating personnel.
A basic group of, for example, 20 to 80 men from each of ‘the countries
mentioned above, and proportional to the strength of the country in question,
would be enough for the time being, Opce these initial cadres have acquired
the necessary group spirit and have undergone preliminary training, the :
active personnel of this organization could be gradually increased.

i -
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Further notes on Proposal 2a (see Appendix 1): 'The training of the
special sharpshooter cadres could be carried out Wery quickly with picked
personnel, Perhaps it is not realized how tremendously effective a trained
sharpshooter squad can be in the defense of a batfle line, as, for exampde,
it could be in the Pyrenees, If they were brought in as independent -unit

An support of other forces, harrassing the movemenfs of the enemy and

causing losses among officers in enemy positions, their effedtive action ' L .
could bring results before the beginninyg of the attack itself, But also Camet
in tank attacks, ‘which cannot operste without simultaneous infantry action, I

the activity of the special riflemen could be of incalculable advantage,

In pountain warfare, the intervention of well-trained sharpshooters becomes
indispensable, In this regard, ons should mote the fact that the development
of infra-red technique today makes posgible the night action of specialized
units, ) ’ . - : S0 :

Purther N otes on Proposal 3: With some assistance, this organization can
be formed in Germany, &s, time passes, move and more Germans, soldiers, .- )
scientists and techmicians, are becoming convinced that 1f the Soviet war
machine or the troops of the Eastern Jatellite vations are allawed to

oveyrun them it will mean deportation, if no: certain death, Even the

dirficult problem of asbandoning onzs family would be resclved.by the
situation, which becomes more evident every day. Few men, aftr Rusaian
occupation, could be sure that they would be able to .stay with their " -

. 'families, mmuch less protect and feed them. The youth would be recruited
en masse by the Red Army, and the aged would be deported to far-off:
- {ndustrial centers or to forced labor in Bussia.  In order to aDow for

the rapid growth of this orgmization, it is plamed to establif% 5 form
of organization on the so-called ¥snow-ball® system, Each 20 6f.25men
under the command of an officer or leader would pick a wehicle for transport., " =

" The fuel for this truck would set aside and each manishould have a 20 liter . .

tank in case of emergency. The system to give the alarm could be prepared

in collaboration with the occupdtion forces of Western Germany., The special
dirriculties of crossing the Rhine: could similarly be solved in collaboratioen,
for example, with the American Army. The preferable route for withdrawal .
would be-through the Rhone valley, and as American Army units would usthis
route in retreat towards Southern France, the road would be adequately
protected, : ) oo
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SEcakitt INFURHATION
_A_pgendii 1l and 23 . .
Meporandum on the Importance of the Use of Specialized Sharpéhooters'
During the Past Var ard Proposgls for the Formution of Such a Cadre -

) The author of the following lines was Captain and Chief of the
Special Operations Shi gg?ter Cadre under the command of Res, Col,
Otto Skorzeny. ( pta:?g) WILLSCHER is an engineer in civilian life,
with three degrees (Civil, Construction and Industrial Engineer). For
many years he has practiced in South America and Africa on behalf.of
the ‘German Goverrment in investigations on forestry projects. ' At the
opening of the last war he was assigned to the Brandenburg Battalion,
a special unit destined for commando operations, -as a part of which he’
was trained in parachute techmique, During the summer of 1944, when a
ilarge part of the Brandenburg Battiich was absorbed into the "special
operation” units, WILLSCHER underwent speflal training for sharpshooter.
combat, In his own words; In 1930-3L I had to serve in the Czech Army
as a Sudeten Genmin. - At that tims I was trgined in the Carpatidians by
Russian specialists in sharpshooter technique. Even then I had learned
a sufficient amount on the operatifns and tactics of these special Russian.
units, This unbroken training demanded hardship, sacrifice, excellent .
parksmanship, caution and shrewdness, adaption to the terrain and camouflage,
deception and fanaticism, The Soviet trainers in those days used to comppre
the action of the sharpshooter specialists on the front to the current of
a river, in constant movement towards a definite objective, using all cracks
and crevices to reach its destination, Their tactics are to infiltraté
behind the lines, talking advantage of every bresk in the front, as an
invisible and powerful weapon, not only killing but demoralizing &t the -
same time the war potential cf the enemy, both physically and psychologically.

. The principles laid down by the Russian instructors in those days
came to my mind during the first months of the Russian campaign in 194,

- when thousaxis of Germn soldiers, particularly officers, were liquidated
on the Bussian front by Soviet sharpskooters, The German command unfef- -
tunately realized too late the danger and effectiveness of thikse -weajons.
Not until the summer of a94i) did they initiate the creation of/similar
sharpshooter cadres. Por this reason, the German sharpshootef units had
1ittle opportunity to demonstate their effectiveness. ~But there is one

notesuogggg exa.mp{e of the operation and possitile success of well-trained

* ‘marismef:i In the spring of 1945 a unit of sharpshooters, consisting of - -
30 men, was attached to the division under the command of Col., Skorzeny
then defending the only bridgehead acrossthe Oder in the Schedt sector.
The German front at that tims was completely without heavy armaments, amd

. the Russians were attacking daily with the strength of two tank regiments.
“Jt, has been shown that the. 35 sharpshooters, in heavy battle and under the

most adverse climatic conditions, through rain and snow, ice and thaw,

annihilated more than 1500 Bussians in four weelks. In every battle, even

when using the most modem methods apd the newest arms, it is still in the

final analysis the infantry’which mist hold the terrain, The trained .

marksgan who operates almost invieibly and in the shelter of the terrain

" can even decisively intercept tank attacks, machine-gunning the infantry

. advancing on the tanks, without being attacked even by the tanks, because .

. _ iyt w _




¢

R

of the. sha.rpshooters' practical invisibility. (Actually, in the .
central sector of the Schedt bridgehead, an armored tank attack was
halted before the German lines only th'rough the intervention of trained
marksmen posted in advanced positions,) Rvident in these examples is the

" importance of these speclal sharpshooter units, a factor which up to now

" has never been conceded in its true ¥alus, In the following pages we

 will cite several advantages galned by u-eating these specialized sharp-
shooter ca.dres, as against the tomation of other specd].ized units. -

Advant.ages g&ined by the crea’d.on of apecial aharparnoter units~ .

1, tilpmant and training of a specialized marksman, who practicall
doeangot need special indoctrination, can be carr:l.ed’out a cost times

less than that for training an ordinary infantry soldier, according to data

gathered during the last war by the German High Command. This is without

: talcing into account the cost of other speciaa troops, or aviators, or naxy,

or ueavy arbmery.

2. ‘Eha training, for example, of a tank oombat unit requires two entire
at least, for full effectiveness. . The of a man snitable

~Fors sﬁazpshootar requirements could be acdnp]ished in two o three months

and if soldiers with battle experience are uced and spec:!al aptitude qﬂ.s{s, .

this training per:ipd can be reduced even more. .
3. . 'l'he trained sharpshooter, as a resorv.lst ‘can keep his. special. rirlo -
in his homs, as is done for example in Switzerland and thd5Tyrol, For this
reason, he can be mobilized by radio alarm within a few hours, and indepen-
daut.ly from the regular methods of mobilization to be used. .’[n €

campaign éxcellent results were obtaimed throngh the use of speoiel
sha.rpshootor pa.rachut:..sts.

l.. No Sther mothod of battle or type of battlefront operations reaults

3n less bloodshed or waste of war man-power than the lndependent acticn of

trained sharpshooter units, or, in other words, pxhkked men trained in band-

to-handcomhat. o “

.

5, * The equipmauh of a sha.rpshooter. an excellent, r.Ltle vdth a telemster,

. soms good lenses, a pistol and a knife, and a packet of apmnition can

'r.'.a

' Proposals Lor. tho creation of eharpshooter ¢ adres:

easily be mamufactured by national industry. Such equipment would not Have

to. depend on heavy industry or on supplies from overseas, The camuthge

u.niform is simple and- pre.ctieal, afid can’ also be made inside the country. - -

" ¢y -

‘1. The command mnst ba given toa sharpshooter officer with £ield

. experience, who ahould have special abilities for teaching and drillipg.

n

2. A nucleus of trainers, either 1eeser orricials or aold.mers » whov'have

proved thelr marksmanship oo the field of battle. Infaso there is not a

sufncient nucber of these men, a shorh training course should be organized
. . {

_mi

he Rissian

end




.to teach and drill the necessary mmber of Spanish imstiuctors, Experd.ence
has shown that no more than 50 men should be trained jointly in a single
‘course. There should be one officer as chief instructor and 5 professors,
In addition, there should be a special rifle range equipped for the training
of sharpshooters, as well as the necessary undJ:l.ary pemnnol. There ahould
-also be an exce].lent arms expert for the course. .

I-en suit @ for marksmanship train:lng 1mst have’ ea:eenent eyuight md
steady nerwes, rerfect marksmanship can be taught with the sams exactitude
as reading and writing, The sharpshooter mast also be highly intelligeat,
A love of nature is most important, and.those most suited for this service.
are mountaneers, hunters and country people, There should be rigid require-
menta conceming physical fitness, tepacity, pemcnal aa.criﬁne and valor.
The sharpshooter cadre must be a model unit of excellent morale and patriotism,
and it will be of the greatest valne if its nsnbers are picked and adequate]y o
trained. s ﬂ

: Adequate spatial preparation was begun 1n German y in 1944, Today few
esiperts are avallable who have gained combat experience on the Eastem -
fronts, but they are all in con:tact wiih each®cther and still fired with

+ group .spirit, These men can be contacted and can eerb ba engaged &y b
. trainers, All the technical mterials for training anmd ) 83 well as
the necessary mamuals, still exist in Germany, C {

%

- The above .n otes should only serve as a. brief ouf.line, and thslr ‘
amgl;gi, Captam 0do WII.LSCHER :Ls ready to discuss the matter ‘in greater 2

-.,.
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' Some Notes on the Preéént State of Mind of the People of/Western Germaw
" and on the Infiltration, which Actuadly Exists, of a Communist Fifth Cogn
S o in Trigonia R -

" From July until the end of September 1951, on the occasion of a

' 16,000° idlometer autemobile trip through Western Germany, I had the oppor~
and

tunity to talk with a great number of former soldiers of all ranks
specialties, as well as with polfical figmres and individuals of all
political leanings from the extreme Left to the extreme Right, and also =
with outstanding economists, numerous laborers and country people,

N In generad it can be said ghat the'h‘eat majority conaider the pfeaéd’.
political and political-military situation in Western Germary as quite - . .
unsatisfactory and imatable. There is no question of the dodbt and resignation

‘expressed by Pederal President Heuss, at the time of "the national holiday

on 12 September 1951, in that the German people feel no inberest whatsosver
in public and national life. ‘As the greqt majority has no marked imterest
at all in thé political life of Western Germany, but in addition the most
absolute and widespread resignation is evident in great sectars of the.
populace, it is not surprising that there is no close unity at 21l with
the present govermment, nor.does the government itself show the least hope

in the futtre. . .

In addition to this resignation, deep bitterness is.frequently evidert
among ex-combatant circles. For several years these former military men -

" nave lived under insults and ‘lack of apprecia.f.ionﬁ durin g the course of

the demilitarization, as much on the part of the Westem.Allies as om that
of German officials during tpat pdriod. And without the dast reparation
for this injustice, projects for remilitarization are now being discussed,
if only theorstically, without taking this mass of ex-¢ombatants imto
account, But, in this regard, it must be remembered that the most insi

. ficant soldier who has spent years at the front has gleaned enoughtimowledge

as well as experience to recognize the impossibility of the present military
gituation in Western Germany. It is he who best understands the force and
‘potentialities of the:Soviet armies, and realizes that the only forces .
against ‘those armies are a few Allied occupation divisions which frequently
have little resemblance to a military organization, Abomut. six months agoe
thie first union of German ax-combatants was formed by Admiral Hansem, and
the only way in which it represents the interests of members of the formér
Wehrmacht is in its demands for pensions and the fact that it is made up

of reservists, - This group ended up by depending entimy on the Government,
‘and 1s not in the ieast qualified to judge anhy aspect of the basic problems
of remilitarization. Naturally all. members of the young war generation
defend the prineiple that the 1ife of a German soldier is more important
than any pension claim, no matter how vital in itself, Buring my stay in -
Germany the new organization was consodidated, and in its roster of leaders
sound the names of the most.outstanding generals of the old Wehrmacht. As

I bave been abls to'gather from prelimin ary conversations, the greater:

" punmber of these gentlemen admit that they are eimply representativegh? the ** .
" young war generation, to prepare the way for their rise to power. This -

new military organizatlon, if it wishes to carry out its proposed objectives,
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will becoms an organization of the masses, which will represent mot
only the present interests and claims of the former German army, but
will take a stand in any future situation, According to the line _ R
expressed by the present president of the group, ex-Colonel Friesner, 1

“they demand simply equal and actual rights for the German people with .
‘respect to other members of the Atlantic Pact (attached is a special -
nugber of the parachutists' magasine published on the occasion of a
mesting of former parachutists beld in late Juns 1951).. One of the
. points, perhaps the most important one, stressed by the German ex-combatgnts
\ 1is to give the German people an ideal and a theme worth fighting for. The
- . 'demacratic ‘parties durrently governing the country do not consider this
theory worthy of effort. But this does not mean that the majority of the
Gersan pecppe wish another dictatorship, = They .simply want the state to be
strong and sure, and would “like their public servants to be free of = .
corruption and bureaucratic entanglements, They do mot want the people’s -
._representatives to put Party interests before the interests of the Nation,
"If the situation &n Germany is to be izproved, it mmst be seen that

propaganda, which is trying to reawaken the German people to sympathy N
‘and approval of the military unif is as effective as possible, and . )
above all that conditions are such that,-in‘the case of future armed *f :
" intervention, this would not mean the useless sacrifice of German soldiersy ) j
- 7the body of pilic opnion of the "not me® (Ohne mich Bewegung) attitude :

actiably existing today does not signify absolute negation of any remili-
tarization plan, but rather-‘its exponents refuss to accept any unconditional

w - ' remilitarigation prithadvpeinciple of senseless strugsle,
. T . . . ) - N L3 . o . R }
e ] r{ ‘ Tt is significant that organizations officially American, although

) . run by Germans, are now trying to formulate a plan fér the rescue of Gemman’
SR ‘scientists and technicians who should not fall to the Ryssians in the case

B of sudden datastrophe, A former officer has received the task of forming -
an organization of this nature. The faft that in-the relatively near future
at least Central Eurm pe may eventually fall before a Russian attack, almost .
‘without a struggle, has brought about such a project, and private individuals
‘as well as official organizations are trying to work out a way to save the
* greatest number of German m en from the clutches of Bolshegism in the case”
of an emergencye. ) ) ' . i

- In order to shed some light on the effectiveness and technique of the 1
Russian Fifth Columns, I wish to cite the following exanple, which I myself ;
experienced during my recent trip: . .o ) :

- I had made contact in Germany with the various nationalist groups,
such as the Union of Sudeten Germans, the Union of Exiles and the "Brotherhood
of German Union",. and with different organizations carryfng on the traditions
of the former army, etc. Generally, those who approached me were the . .
leaders of these groups, to discuss the general situation. All of theg
fervently defended my own point of view and agreed with my. comments, namely
that something must be done to save the Germans, I was surprised to find
“that certain groups were already beginning tostand out in the midst of the
goneral resignation, which itself seemed to result at times in virtual
spiritual lethargy, and that these groups were unexpectedly showing a new
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desirs for acticn, Thus in Germany todsy there are various groups whigh,
if they oppose the official policy of remilitarization, are prepared to
"sell their lives if necessary at the highest possible price, These groups,
vhich are more mumerous every day, are ready to back any new, good idea '
enthuslastically at any time, - Almost all these groups are led by spme

" formar officer, and some of these leaders are former officers and comrades

of my old units, One “f my former company commarders introduced me to a
certain Lieutenant L., who had served in ocne of my units daring the last

- seven months of the war, During the next few days this man introduced

we to'a whole series of personalities, generally refugees from Eastern .
.Germany. All of Zhese men belonged to the organization formed by It. D,
‘and asked me to take over military command. I told them that I first
wished to carry out my own plans, biut tlat once organization was under way

- I would be glad to_help them. The plans of this organization were explained

to me as follows: A form of militia would be created from among the active
‘nationmal forces in Germany whose mission in peace time would be woluntary
reciprocal aid among all Germans, but especially to help refugees from the
East, and to serve as an emergency suxiliary technical staff in the event
‘of any kind of, public calamity. Liaison had already been set ug; with
various offida) agencies in Bonn, which had promised their suppiirt. I
mgrself became convinced of the truthfulness of their‘atatements! At the
same time, this so-called emergency militia would maintqin a. comminications
network within Germany, with privately-owned automobiles and motorcycles .
for their use so that they would not hage to depend on public communications
for their orders and reports. Once this organization was set up in Western
Germany, small groups of specially trained men would be fommed to act as
‘commando units, = With the aid of the occupation forces, or of the New

" German. Army, they could be equipped with light arms such as pistols, automatics,

telescopic rifles, and bazookas, If war showld bresk out with the East,
.these small commando forces could infiltrate Eastern Germany and spread
as far as }?oland to hinder Russian supply lines. C ) i

‘Lt. D. did not Kide the fact that he was maintaining contact with
several. former comrades in the Eastern Zone, He also.admitted to me that

- he himself often crossed into the Fastern Zone and that he had had many

conversations with various individuals. This apparent frankness almost
boke down my initial reserve, but his private life, which I had a chance
to observe, put me on guard. In spite of the fact that he personally had
organized a large office with more than 200 amployees, mogh efficlently

" runm, he lived with his family like the member of a sect /sic/.. In view

of tnis , I could not positively accept ‘the proposals of the Lieutenant and

his fellow leadsrs of the organization, but neither could I definitely
refise. I simply declined from making a definite decis on for a few .
months, although I agreed to permit two of my former officers to enter the
directing commission of this orgemization, purposely the two most in my
confidence. : : : o :

" A short while ago I recedved a definite report from, these two :

. individuals. . It has been proved that L. L. 1s clearly working in the pay

of ths Fast, and that this operation was mounted at the orders of the
Karlhorst (General Soviet Headquarters in the Eastern Zone), The greater

5
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+ part of the poraonalities maling u the directive body of tho abovc- :
mentioned organization are. not avare of’ this fact, nor are the mmantal . ]
, bureaus in Eonn, which recently allotted the sum of 600,000 nu-b :Lox e
— the use :ﬁ this organization, - "In this case, the East haa pra.ctical]y .

managed oot wp an organization of 4 aedly ﬁestem ‘character and
mn with the 03 of—tho Western Pmr:!:po
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