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While Josof Hoger's National Demoorstio Union (MDV) has folded ond .. -
ito londop odoptod anothor lino, the National Lesgue (Rationalo lige) =
seoond Of tho o SeoterTmOricnied gioups appediing Vo R~NOELP OIPLIKIGG
Just o yuar ago- ountdimep to oxist, if not to prospcr. During tho oourso

 of tho spring, both of those organizations caused Austrian outhorditlos somo
approhchoion; 4n tholr spoochos on May Day of thds yeor Ohanoollor Figl and
Stato Boorotary Oraf sharply sttackod them (soo Intollironoo Bullotin Fo.
1139). Today, howovor, only little ol canoo is attuchoed to o
Austrisn polico offloinls on no y Aus in
renersl but by oll tut o vory emall minority of the cx-Hozls ne welle AO-
cordins to an ingido sourco, tho Loagio in mid-Soptombor had approximatoly
500 notunl ronbors and perhops two to throo thousand supportors not holding
actual nocborships ot prosant high police officials ostinate the Loapucls
slrongth - ncobors and supportors = ot o maxioua of four to fivo thousand,
Thoso uro oonccntratod largely 4n Vienna, though Lopguo activity hns by now
roportad 4n all Austricn provincos with the axeoption of Burcenlent Vorarlberg,

The bosio i:lcas which led to the founding of the National Loague
wure oripinally propagetod in the Federal Penituntiary at 8toin, Lowor Austria,
by Dr. Horbert Tave, o former leading: Nazl cnd sember of tho lictioncl Oconittes
durin: the Schuschnign rojpine. Tave caintainoed that a nationalist novenent in
Austria, to bo suocessful, oust alijn itself with the Soviet Union, Soviet
policy doos not pmopagato intornationslisn, but a kind of naotional irporialism
nccortiny to Tevs; in tho SED in Gorcany the forior Oerman Rationnlists, who
othonriso would bo conconned to unirportance, cro being given a chanco to work
netivoly under Ccnruniot loodsrship, in most coscs retaining thelr formor posi-
tions. Dr. g vik, founder and leading epirit of tho lLonjue, waa con-
vorted to Tova! way pf thinking during an cleven month pariod of 1948-1949 when
8lavik and Tave shafed & coll st Stein., _

mfa’ born on 24 Morch 1918 in Vienne, receivod his doctorete
in jurisprutence froz tho Univaorsity of Viemne in 1540. During his university
cays ho wnp a cenbor of tho stronnly aonarchist stulent orgonization "Ottonla¥;
it is 2Qlogel that bocaupo of Aesappointnent nt his falluro to nohiove o posi-
tion of sipnificanco in this group he turncd arainst it and docwo an inforoant
of tho Fitler Youth (KJ) on ectivitios in conarchist cireles, On 24 Mareh 1936
he joincd tho KSDAP, rocoivin;; Party No. 6,243,960. aftar the ,nschluss in 1938
tho Nezis roworded hic with tho Meoordal Medal and the Qold Hopor Badpo of the
Hitler Youth (B7). In Liny 1938 ho voluntarily joined the 83 whero ho roceived
basic oilitary training, on the coopletion of which he was appointod
of the BY prntrnl sorvice (6troifendicnst) in Vienna. At tko outbreak of the
war ho joincd the 88 rogicont ®Dor Fushrer," and froc 1940 to 1942 ho was ab-
tachod to tho 88 Polico Oourt for Wehrkreis IVII in Viemna, In 1942 ho was
expeolled fxon the BY boocuse of his attacks on the BJ Leader for Viemma, Dur-
ing tho rooainder of tho war ho apparently sew service with varicus 88 unite,
wtinetoly ottaining tho rank of Obersturnfushrer (senior lieutemant). At -
war!s ond hc was takon POW by the U8 Forces, rolcased in 8o or 2945, Afber - -
tho war, Slavik Joincd tho Socinlist Party, sexwing for o whlle as oAl e~
visor in ono of ite district brenchos in Vicimay he was forged.
over, a8 soon &s his post bocsns known. UWrtdnstely ho wes tr ‘
oourt undor the provisions of the Prohibdtian Tew ewd :Etyee
eleven nonth!s of vhich he actually served at '8tél
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. Thore are stron,: indicatiuns that Tavs and 8lovik still naintain
close control with onch othor by nail 11lo-0lly token into and out of tho
prison, anl it has ovun toen sesorted thnt Tave directs the Hatlonal Leamue
fr hls cell at Stuln in this nanner, .

After his releass in ey 35497
Josaf Dobretebergur's Denoretis Union, twd :
wore rojocted by representatives of that crganimstion,
. that at this tize ho cano into oontash with Erich Kermayer ond
tal, ow-tanbors of the (erman intelligence sorvices and reputed to
, _aors of tho sooret "spidex® orjanisation alleced to axist within the ismnal
- tion of Indspendenis (V&) (ESiuGayer is the leador and spokeszan of the
so-onllod "Qounden 0irclof of ex-dasis.) In tho fall of 1949 ho was tuay
studyinz tho Russian languane at & school in Vienns IV, and by Decocbor he
had zathorod e oirolo of porsons intorostod in tho pro-sastorn icdos about

" hin and doclded to sot up & publie orgonization of his omn,
L J
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Aftor pollce approval of tho prosren of the now orranizrtion was
obtainod, the first offlclal neoting of the "Hatiomale Lign = Jund Schef-
fondor Qostorrelchor (Netional Leaguo ~ wssocintion of kroductive Justrians;
tho socon? part of tho narzo has subsoquently beon abandonod) ras hall on
30 Jamucry 1950 ot & rostourant in tho VIIIth Distriect of Vienna, ..t this
rooting, attondod by sono 200 em-Nazis, Ergoorcts, Corzunist stuConts, ote.
ono altur Firl wus clooted Shalman of tho now orranizction, Jo rolution
to tho Chonocllor, Fipl ‘As tho son of tho Soclnlist larty chicf in Viorma
XIV. Ho is a forcor soubor of the MBDWF, the NSKK and tho 88; in 1942 ho
Joinod the Taffen 89 Mvigion Pudolf Hitler?; prior to tha 1949 oloctions
ho wea activo in the Zrgoerantic iarty. Figl satained this omsition only a
vory short tine, resipning An February, He was suocecded dy Jngef .ansel
Xrupiclkna, the Deupty Chalmman, who was formorly eleceted Ohailrman on 26 lay.
Xrupicka s an applicant for adnission to the MBDAF but vas rofusod zonber-
ship boocouse he intorrupted his aotivity in tho Sa durin;: tho meriocd 1933-
1930 vhon tho Nazl Party was illegal in austriz, aftor the wer Drmmicks joined
tho Oaxunist iarty for a period tut withdrew froc it after quasrels with his
supcriors. ' .

Now olootions wore again held at a gensral ncetin: on 1 Octobor 19350
at vhioh tirc Ferdinand Heddnor of Zadon, Lower austria, succoodod Zruploka
as Ohalrnan, at tho sano tino Dr. Herbert Wettinror of Ornz wos nood Dopuvy
Ohaircon and Waltor Trugor, Vienna IX, was nased axooutivo Socrotory. &1
threo ore cwrrently in offica, Haldnor wes non—cocuissioncd officer in tho
ertillcxy in tho last wvary prior to Joining the Baticnal Laa uc he acs active
in tho issoclation of Indopondents in the Boviet Zono. Tru,or is s former lat
Lioutcnont in tho Jehrmaoht. No detalls of settingor's pravinus ooruor are
knoum, ,,(;. 115t of other forter Kazls working with tho EL is inclulod es sp-
pbnt‘.i.." e

Tha faot that Blavik hinsolf has never served as an oSficisl of the
Leajuo is cduc to his classificatisn ss an "isplicated Hazif; officials of
jublic or-anizetions mat subnit to tho polico eworn statauents thct thay do ,’
not fall into this category (peragraph 17/2 of tho i rohibition Lou) bofore
thoy con assuco offico, Fonotholess no attenpt is node to conconl his con—
Mlote donination of tho orpanisation, '

Tho Doobashtor appearod irregularly
coived o finanoial shot in the amn
has aroarod rogmlarly on the st
instoad of the previcus four.




Sinco ite inucuption, tho leapue hes ifnited . .1f aclnogt entirely
t ornoraph g2 seotine ~ 1.00 zoutings at which adnission is by invitation
nly; farther, theso itvetinee havo for tho nost part been sinply -nthoringa
1 betreen five and ton jursons in a sornor or tock rooa of a oafe, This
rectioe Bas 1) jamteeted tho Loague frou disruption or hooklin: of its ricet—
ir s Ly westilo clenonts and 2) ronderod it oxtronoly difficult for the police
te o sdatnda effective covert survelllanoo of tho Locoue. It hos also led t0
tho doduotion that Blavik is, for the present at least, nore . i "
tho devolopuunt of a snall, closoly-knit cadre organisction than in noking a
bid fer raass supports It 4s also probably largely responsible for tho fro-
quunt unconfirmod roports - porhaps nore proporly terned runors = that Slavik
hrs tho function, assimod hin by the Soviets. of assanhlin< fawnaw 82 wamsan.
ncl who ocan in tho futuro bo assizilated into Miooplo's iolico” units along
Zupt Gomvan lines.

be a0 0

In a confidontinl ;ulde shoot dlstribyted to its subordinnte officiels
on L. Octobor, Loaguo loadors issued the followin: instructionss

¥1l, .ftor tho basio proparatory work of rocont wonthsy it e
ae: 249 for a sroat intonsification »f oadre activity. Tho naln tash: is to
win ca cblc and convincod netr supportors. -For this purpsso the Hrorron pen~
ohdct L.hat Doce tho Katdonal Longue want?'! and tho Ocstorroichische Ceobachter
arc t2 Lo usod to a ;rontor extont as suxiliary natorials. all nuar oubors are
to bs ividud into tto roups -~ those who aro proparcd for active Harticipation
andd thooso who axo note Tho lattor are 0 bo inrncdiatoly into-xrted into the
Toension Hrosran aceordin: to thoir cxporionse and abilitics (canvasain: for
. now ucchors, orcanization work, schooling, rross work, ote.)

"2. Tho Federnl Diroctoratc has docided, aftar ccroful considera-
tion, trct all nozbors tokon in aftor 1 Ootobor 1950 shall first bo adritted
ap sencidntos (amwaortor) only. The poriod of sandidacy will bo ono year,
thou *h 4n s;cclal cssco 1t con be shortoned on tho reeociondstinn of provin-
cal .v:ou;'. authoritics. 411 now ecburship cards will btear thue staup 'oondi-
(L"-to. :

"3, axparicncoe indicates that it 1s nccossary to attach ;roat-
or vrluc to discusaion zcutdngs for prospective recbors. :rovincial ;roups
(Lancos. 7w Hcn) and District Oroups (Besiriespauppen) are advisod to proparo as
cony such (dscussion mootings as rossiblo and to sand the nnst cffoctivo agli-
tctorn to thens Dotnlled instructions for the preparation »f such rcotings
411 £9llo0. shortly.

. m4, In onecral, para;reph 2 (1.0. closed) rcetin's shuld bo
held inutoad of public :ecetinss for the tine belns. sublie nectin s should
orlly tc huld vhan their guccoss can be gunranteed in advanco. Thoy should
never o¢ held without the protostion of an orranised nonitor ..rous and the
certeinty that any attorpt to brook up or distwrd the moctin: will root with
succusal rosistanco.’ '

The prosyan of incrossod activity outlined above is bommo out in

tho 1 Doconbor iasuc of the Dostorreichische seobashter which amnounces five
oocial zcotin,s in Vienna during tho following tmo wooks in oddition to week-
1y zcotine in nino difforent.distriots of t he city; weokly noctin:s in Lins
ond. Urfahr (Upper austrin), Ores (8tyris), Klagemfurt (Oarinthia), ani Zoll
w: Beo (Solsburn))y tho establistnent of a now conter in Jols (Unpar Lustrie)) o
and a porics of spocinl neotinge in Land Selsburg (ditteredll, Zoll ez Soo, Loy
Saolfcldon, Laprun and Lond) botween 9 end 11 Doctcber to bo sddrcasod By R

Slavils ~ad Hnidner.
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The prephlet Fuhnd Doas tho Hational Leapue want® yeferrod to ebove
revvesente tho nost rucont and cocpleto etotonont of the Lozgmels progran
oy othe use of necbure wnd prospoctive uonbers, Its onin points ean bo
s rrized no followst

1, It 39 the duty of all 'namuuc‘ i1y schatlodeh Bod @4 wondy . o NI
but abovo ;n of tho younq generation, to condat tho prewent povowménb ' e
portios which are proparin: the way for the country'’s destructions - . .

2. The absolute neutrality of sustria is a necessary oondition
for tho 8tate Troaty, tho withdraval of tha cagupyine tvoon= and tha asae

S >y, > ma® Sma aarecmbome
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3« Undorstonding with the oast. "Q0ood rolations with our ocast-
orn noishbor statos and tho Soviet Unlon a necesity for the prosperous do-
volopuunt of our oountry,® Ono-sidod pro—restern orimntation of jovernneat
and uajor partive nust to counternctod. :

. 4, Ro-orientation of forein trade. %, ainst larshall ilan sinco
1t ovld;cs tho surrvncor of the country!s political end ocononic indopandonce.
{ For broad cotaurcial troaties with the eastarn countries, which constitute
tho cnly extonsive potentisl axport zarket for austria. ’

5. lensures for acononic recovery, Eosnocie planning, support of
ariveito inttintive, Elirinntion of the unnocuessnry oiddlseceon in trade,
anclioration of tho nosition of suall and rediuc sizod ontor.riasos and ogri-

culturo, Fight against corruption. ‘

6s & farc srogran calline- for planned agricultural production, cost-
covering oiricoes, creation of stato-subslidized forn cachine cooporaotives, in-
proved schooling. :

7, Gocialiac, Extonsivo etate construction of dwollin s, roads,
wouer ;lente, ote. Socinlizstion of the matdonclizod ontorprisces, Ro~trein-
1:;;: or advanced tralning of the unecployed. Supre—perty trade unlons,

6. Ropoal of donaziflcation legisiation and anondnint of the ar
Oriacs Lav, ' g

( 9, Stcto support for art and sciontifiec rosocrch,

¢ srogran prmphlot includes a statonemt of tho Lea-uot!s Pnntional !
ervd® which roads as fullows) ~

.o :ledgo oursclves to the Gernan rece (Volkstur), thou-h surorting
tae so;orate statehood of austris. «0 condenn notionnl cheuviniso and tho
attopts ot world doninntion of individual preat~powers as the scods of war.

..o axo convinood that tho recovery and pacification of Zuropo is pos-
siblo only throuh tho orcation of a strong apd dmoerntic Ooruany, and e
follow 7ith wnye intorost tho notional and social espirations of st Oorrany,

m'f..'o docand protootion and cultivation of our lesial horitaro, tho de-
' portation of all foroign profiteers ond the icnodinte grambin; of citisemship '
to 01l othnic Oersans willin: to work,.® '

Tho cardinal point of the Leegue progren 1s, of courss) it afvonsay.af
m:mz.'oo)mont 7ith enstorn countrios &in -sonersl and the Soviet Undon n par-
trulir, This ts act bosod on any reet edziration for the ;olitical systen

7
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of tha a:stern Europe. countries, tut sizmply on the o. lotion that the
Bovict Union is bound succeasfully tc overrun western Zurope in the not

too distant future and thot the only hope of the ex-Nazis is to be on good
tomms with the victors. Slavik himselfl hus frequently etated this cynloally
o portunistic credo in blunt terms. Ex-lazis, for the most part, tem hin
a trnitor to nie pasty tho newspapers label him a "national bolshevist® or
a "commu-ivazi") and someone hag sunmed up his credo as "It's better to be a
;~axd at a concentration caxp than an Ainmate,.n

. The Oesterrelchische Beobachter is devoted prisarily to the following
thenes) '

i, antieamerioan articles (demunclations of the boading of
cities in Vorld Wer II, the Lorgenthau Plan, ospitaliss, alleged war orizes
committewd by Amerioans, the Marshall Plan as a means to deprive Iuropean
oountries of their indopondence, allegations that US troops are about to with-
draw from Europs, etc.)

"2+ Domands for the revocation of denasification and restitution
lows, articles on tho present plight of the former Nasis, eto.

3. articles on Qersany, the people's democraciocs and the Soviet

Unione

. 4, Denuncietlons of ths issociation of Indapendants (VdU). The
loadors of the ViU, partioulerly Krous, Reisann, Haortleb, sro doscrided as
having botrayed the cause of the sx-Naris vhom they originally purported to
reprosent, This betreyal became complete with the downfall of Gollob. The

. 1 Doccmbex issuoc sposks of Kraus's Mpssudo-nationalisa and anti-socinliem.®

5. attacks onv corruption and articles on the econcmic 41ls of
tho country,

6. Refutations of the charges that the Rational Loague 1s a
front organizstion of the Communist Party and/or the Bovists. (it least ome
such articlc is given prominent place in every issue,)

o. Possible Ties with the Soviets

8ince its inoupticn there have been repeated rumors ond reports that
the Loague 1s supportad by the Soviets. 8lavik and Krupicka have boun alleged
to be the contact men for the League with certain unspecified Soviet officers;
Loaguo lcaders heve becn sald to be able, through their intervention with the
Sovicts, to secure tho release of ex-Nasis in prisons in tho Soviet Zone; the
Loaguo 1s rumored to reccive financlol eid from the Boviets; and 8lavik is re-
rortod to hove olaimed in & private conversation that ho has contact with e
Russirn Mot lecat as important as Sviridov.® it ono of the earlier suall
moutings of ex~Nazl prospects for Leaguo membership, a Leaguc speaker is re-
ported to hove assurcd those presont that the mooting was boing held Punder
Musaion proteotion.” Boviet passive support or at least tolcurance of the
Hotional League 1s indicated by the Soviet Rlement's fallure to teko any ,
ncasures against tho organization (hesdquarters are at Viemna IV, Frankonberg- ..
3a030 14, in the Boviot Bootor of the city) despito Lts vigoroms woolng of €he 7 7
u"m.

: “hen the bannin;, of the Oestorrelchische Beobachter s mroposed by

the westirn olezants in the Press end Entertalnment Committoo of the Political
Jircctirato of the Alliud Council lest woak, the Soviets ticd this caso in with
 tact o the indopendent Salzburger Nachrichton and Tirclar Nachrichten, insist-
In;: thnl they also bo banned because of objectionable articles, However, no con-

.
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crebo evivonee of astlve Soviet support or oven of diroct oontuot botioun
WL L. -ders and tho 8oviots has as yut boun forthecning. A fornor NU soore-
t.rr, one of Bluvik!s firot cupporturps thou;h for non-political rocwsons, on-
shrticolly Jornled, vhon dntorrogatod last Scptucbuer, thot sho hacd ovor seon
~1 Anllention -that Slavik ar any other wobur of tho Loaguo wros in contnet
wAth tho Bovict Eleionty tho erodibllity of this statcnont 1s otronyjthenod
Yy the fmet that & 1ive pard of tho coplous othur inforration su:niiued by

ber ko sroven to be trug,

_ No furthor proof of direot contact and ooopomtion with tho Oonunist

aoThy of dustris oxisis than thod the Lesmie gent & fivo-nonbor delemmtion

(0axd ..caaorbauor, Eurt Zncoroveky, Frivds Fikentacher and srnostine Zash) to
tho Oozunist-front "roaco Oongross® in Vienna last Juno and that tho Loague
supportod, on a very linited scalo, tho Monounist-gponsored gonural strike
novorunt in Beptoubur and Ootobur,

de 10 ) ]

In Novoubor one Ernst Georg ieraoy, an "inplicated® fommor Hazl, wae
dotadncd for a tizo by tho Gendarnorlic in Gmnden, Uppor Austrie, becouso his
noic vas on a police Jantod List. It was subsequently loarned tint the Wanted
List ontry was outdatod, iorsy having already served 32 rionths in tho Honiten-
tiary ot Btuln for his activities during; tho Haxri rerine. ixior to his ro-
dlongo wyr tia Orundonm Oendarncrlo, howoves, (orsy — proosontly an influontial
zonber of tho National lLeoaguo — wag interropatod by 0IC,

iorsy toll his intorrogntors that alter having joinod the iatlonal
Lcn;.xo in Iay of this your ho rocoivod a letter frooc forier prioon nctes still
in Stein requosting hir to inqulro into thu possibility of sccurin- their guick
rolccse through the intorventlion of tho Natlonal Longue and the Scviots, ru-
norod to ¢ fonslblo. +hon o discussion with Slavik failed to yicld eny con-
cxrcto whcy, iorsy sald, ho decidod to Inquiro into tho vattor porsonally.
Hoe visitul tho fovict Kovcandatura at Krors vhero heo vas advisod to peo one
®Coloncl Dolcakoff® (zhorctic) at the Hotul Imporiul in Viennn. His attenpte
to tcll: to this Colonel wore not successful, and he was provontod by tho press .
of staor business frau contimuing his effarts on bohalf of tho prisoncrs at
Steln, iorsy vigoroualy doniod that he had actual contaot -rith ony -ozber of
_tho 8oviot furcos and cinliod that his above-nentionud attorpts vere bosed
solely on hio porsoual desire to help forcer Nationcl Soclalists,

¥orsy also statod that peraintent rucors that Slavik .ms in tho pay
of iosow: (or tha am:arienns) had inpelled hin to question Slcvik na to the
sourccs of the Leauo's incono. accordin: tc iorsy, Slavik, "on his iword of o
honc 28 a forer 89 ian," donied all allugations of cithoer Soviet, Coz~unist R
iarty or US financial support. Funds for tho Loague, he said Slavik told hin, :
are obtained oxeclusivoly froo sustrian citizons who aro syupathotic touard the
Learue or who possibly dosire to Finsure® thonselves agninst the nossiblo ad-
vent of woplels donooracy in austria.

. rorsyls trip to Uppor austria was allogodly partly for tho jmrpose
of cravrssing prospoctive now neabors for the Leaguo, and partly for ‘c.ho -
nose of visitin: Brich Kernuayer (sce above) for the purpose of obtaining a
clear nicturo of tho Ooundon Oircle's opinion of the Nationnl Len;we, Ho told
ks intorroratore that Zormoayer, with whoo he sctually spoke boforc his u'reﬂ;,‘
ptoun;ly statod his opinion that tho Loague was nothing but a Soviot-oontrolled :.
orgonisction and Slavik a cheap denagogue, devaid of all honory he adnitbed; T
navcrthulosa (s0d Perey), that sooe Hationa) Loague nocbera were probel
wivatea by 4doalistic rensons 1nstand of muro opportunisn

l'r‘eu..(é |
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Like the soeretary froc the NL hecadquartors questioncd carlicr
(s5e. above) #rrsy also deniod any knowledze of conncetinno beticon tho
setdoned Lencue and the Oormunist iorty, although pointing out that tho
Loncue M&-M-Mmﬁowﬂ to Ooncunist-sporizored poaeo HowaRdny " 5
odotin 3. Loaguo monbore arc also urgod to aolloot sirmaturds to4hd -~ 7 43
Stockholn onoo Doolaration. -

sorsy oclainod that tho olootion of now officors for tho Longuo .
on 1 Ootobor waos larmaly duo to tho foot that Krupickafs fornor rnonborship
in tho Oo:ymniet sarty had oocoasionod considorablo dissontion.

vorsy's intarrorotnre evaluated hin as a solf-irportont poreon,
aroventod by donazification losislation fron boconing: a politionl firuro,
vho hrs found in tho Hoticnal Loague an ~pportunity ¢~ voloo his antanonien
tounx tho ;ovornzont and a foolin: of solidarity with other porsons in tho .
scme esn’itinn, Hovortholsss, jorsy hiceclf had scmo doubts as to whothor T
tho Losimo night not bo an Anstrucont of tho Soviets, and hedl nndo ropoated )
attoupts to sot his oun rind at onso on thet scoro.




