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Possible Appointment of jWA-446
Semir rifail ss Jordan's Next Sectet

Prime liinister Jurrent
i pNTIOR
Amman i ‘\.ii-‘-‘mn" 29 3eptember 1953
C-3 30 September 1953

EOSTRIL &

Prior to King Husayn's recent dspurture for Istantul and Zurops, he
stated to Sgmir Rifai th:t Jordan is bidly in need of a man strong
enough to hold its feltering government together and hinted that -
Rifai might be the men to fill the bill., kifai inlerred from this
that a tentative olf'er of the nost of Priie MHiuister had beon made. .

Sgmir Rifail is widoly regurded as one oi the Two Jordanian leuders
capable of organi:ing uad maingsining « strong and affoctive govern~
ment (the other being Tawfiq abul Huda, & recognized Bpitish favorite,
presently not acceptable to the Jordanian public.) Rifal is .
eompetent, hard working, not violently anti-foreign, und possibly
hetter disposed toward tano Americans than toward tle oritish, P34

Source Comments:

Source cbtained this information in a conlidential conversation with
Abbas lirzih, a ppominent Circassian leeder and Gove:nment official
concerning whom information has previously besn submitted. Source
states thst kirzih i3 & close friend of Samir Rifai and that he
(Mirzih) hates the Dpitish.

HOSTRIL states that Subject once stated tc him tuat "Point IV would
melre Jordsan & paredise if it were not fer Zritish interfsrence.”

Sub=Source Comments: _

NOSTRIL also reportsd that Mirzih made the stetements paraphrased
in the following peragraph. They are presented as a "Sub-Sowrce
Comment” because while they are quite probably Hirzih's honest
opinions, they may no. be in every respect true.

Queen %Zain is e close Iriend o. Jorden's current Prime linister
Fawzi hulgi. It i3 anticipated that the hulgl Government,a weak
one, will fall shortly alter the raturn of King dusayn aad the
opening of Parliament on or ubout 1 November 1953. The {ueen
represents jjulqli's main sup.ort at ‘ﬁh.is point ans she may mals
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a determined elfort to presvent the acceptance of Iis resignavion.
The Cueen's ultimato strategy lor insuring Sritlsh compliance

with her demands is to threnten to lesvo the country, telling

the vworld at large that sho waz drlven out by the British.

Rifai wes one ol “the individuals wao helped ostadlish Amir Naif

as Rezent immsdiately Jollowing r.he agsaosination of King Abdullah,
Spltish ambassador Xlrkvrida degged RIfel to keep the position of
Prire klnister and roform the Cabinet. Rifai refused because he
did not wish tc put himself :in tho position ol wesing a tool of

ths British.

Source Compient: (Ths following interesting, if somevhat disjoihted,
analysis,ls nurelj lOSTHIL's own, and is offered only
for what it may ve worth. NOST.IL ls, after all, in

closs touch with Said Kufti, Abbas mirzih. and certain
other prowinont Jor¢anian bollitic

HOSTIIL Stated that the above roport is not necessar#l}r in conflict
with his previous rsport to the effect thut the Kingz had offered

the Premndersnio to 5aid Mufti,. It is qulte cqnceivable thaet the
King mede a speci;ic point-blank ofier to iufti and at the same

time made a tentetive or exploratory offer to Rifal. WOSTRIL
believes that Mufti will be given first chance at the position but
rejteratcs that Luiti may well rofuse it on the ground that hs. will
have no connection witii a Govsriiment which is to be in power during
a poriod in which negotiations with Israel or the possibiuty thereof
might be opened. I the Ppitish conclude that the country is in too
wealt @ condition, bacausse ol its sinking economy and peat maladminis-
tration, they may insist on Hifal as Prime linlister in order to
bolster and stel:ilize ths seut ci anthority.
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