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" HEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Recontact of Staff.Officer, = Aby Former Z-

_became a stateless refugee in the Balkans where he fell into British hands.

. few vieeks agd, as described below?

[ICETRR LS

212 July 1974

Station Agent, Tscherim Soobzekev [= 1 ' i

1. Backgraind: The subject of this memo is a Circassian Who left the -

"Caucasus during the fighting between the Germans and the Soviets in that
" area-during World War II. As best.I can recall he claims he fought inghe

German Army against the Soviets for a time and then at the end of the war

As I dimly remember his story, he led a small group of similar persons in :
an escape from British custody, traveled down into Italy and from Italy - '

_clandestinaly by freighter to Egypt and thence to Amman, Jordan, where-a

pre-World War II Circassian refugee community had been established under

the' benevolent aegis of the late King Abdullah. Subject has used a number .
of alfases during his career and the file would probzbly reflect both . .
Anglicized and Arabized versiond of his true name. T believe his age to

be in the late forties. , He was' originally recruited as an acent of the:

- [ 7 station by the first Chief of that Station [ T dAnTe

aoproximately 1950. I was his case officer .during tne pulk of .my tour.in
from 1951 to 1986, Subject and I left Jordan about the same time and
on mf return to Headquarters I served as the Jordanjdesk officer during
1957. I .seem to recollect .that sometime during 1957 or early 1958 Subject
vas again employed-on a confidential basis by:the Agency or some arm of
the government. ‘It is possible that I may have seen Subject during that
period or talked to him on the telephone in connection with his being &
cleared -for this other employment: Subject himself refers to having worked
for the Amy in Maryland in 1958. I imagine he is also known to the FBI.
In any case I had not seen or heard from Subject from about 1958 until a °

2. In abdist the third week of June 1974 I recdiived a phone call b
through my [ ZJ : cover number frompa member of the staff of » -
Congressman Kobert A, Koe (Democrat, Bth District, Passaic County, New - n
Jarsey). . After canfivmina that T wac the officer of the same name who had . i
served with the [ 1 in the 1950's my caller stated '
that an old friend by the name of Tscherim Soobzokov wes trying to locate
me and had asked Congressman Roe's office for assistance. The Congressman's R
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. assistant provided me with Soobzofov's teléphone number and readily assented
ﬁg my requést that my number not l)e given to Soobzokov; that I would call
in. : :

3. A day or two later I telephoned Soobzokov at his home in the.evening.’
He informed me that he was experiencing considerabls anxiety because his name
: : vias included in a 1ist of some thirty-seven alleged ilazi war criminals sur-
* - faced in the New York Times as the result of an attack on tha Department of
o ‘Justice’'s Immigration and Haturalization.Service by Congresswoman Holtzman
of Mew York City. Holtzman has accused INS of failing to actively pursue
and resolve cases which have.been brought to its attention sometime previously.
. .= . Soobzokov assertad that this was naturally distressing to himas a leyal - . , .
. e - immigrant citizen of. the United States who-had served the governmant honorably = *
. in the past, as his record would reflect, - He asked me for advice (note: he
© - did not ask for assistance at this juncture, only advice as to what he should
s do). He provided me with the date of the Times article, and I told him to
relax and do nothing until I could Took into the matter and xall him back
after a few days. : .

. 4. After locating a copy of the original article (see Attachment A)
. I notified and sent copies of the article to NF Nivision and the Office -
of the General Counsel in the person of T 3 I was disturbed to
hear from NE Division personnel that Soobzokov could ndt be located undar
the cryptonym which 1 remambared positively (NOSTRIL or NOSTRIL/1) and
s furthermore that no file could be located on his name. Further checking
G over the next several days ravealed that at some juncture and for reasons
' not explained Soobzakov's cryptonym had been changed to- AEDEPOT/6, and .
further that Subject's file had been lost, .

€. Based on my conversations with L -1 of 06C I called s
o Scobzokov back after several days and suggested to him that the whole affair .
« .. .. might easily blow over and be forgotten, and that any strenuous effort on. .
Lt his part to combat the charge or to force revelation of the source of, the
‘.. . allegations against him might eventually work to his net disadvantage, and
". that therefore I suggested that he play it cgol and do nothing pending some
further development. He informed me that another davelopment had already
occurred, namely the publication on'July Ist of a second article, a follow-
. *up on the original. article in the New York Times (see Attachment B). He
S stated that his apprehension concerning the whole affair was increasing. I
. . said I wauld ~a11 him hark agajn in a few days. I discussed the matter
T further with 1 and we agreed that while one step which we might
. . consider taking would be to.approach the Immigration and Maturalization
. ) Service through an existing Agency high-level 1iaison contact, our first )
o stap should be to alert a more senior echelan 1;L_§he comnand line, namely .
. the DD0's office. - .
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6. Soobzokov beat me to the punch, phoning me again on the evening
of July 10 to report that his job is ncw endangered as a result of the ;
foregoing events. Although Soobzokov enjoys a good relationship with i
Congressman Roe's office, doubtless as a result of his position of ledder- |

-ship in the Circassian’ comnumty centered in the Passaic-Patterson area,
his job in the Passaic County Government js dependent upon the county party
machinery in which Congressman Roe apparent]y has 1ittle influence.
Soobzokov's immadiate supervisor, up for reelection irn MNovember, has
suggested to Soobzokov that because Soobzokov's connection with the New
York Times' stories may make him.a political embarrassrent for the county "
machine, Soobzokov might want to consider taking severa) months leave °

* (presumably -leave without pay). Soobzokov expressed his reluctance to do .-
this, and so far‘as 1 kncw nothing has Rappened except that Soobzokov has -
once again approached us for "adv1ce .

7. Comment: It seems to me that there is sigmficant ﬂap potential
in this situation, inasmuch as I think Soobzokov will, if he.feels himself
in serious danger of some grave sanction such as the revocation of his

aturalization, begin to cash in what he considers to be certain "chips"-
\E‘n t he holds: namely, his record of clandestine collaboration with this
or other agencies of the United States Government. If in cefending him-
self he were to surface the fact he had once worked for CIA, and given
" the present climate of intense media interest in anything having to do

with CIA, it would seem likely that both the vote-hurgry Congresswoman s - 7
from New York and the Pulitzer-hungry .'.ioumaHst would very quickly zero 3} ! s
in on the story and milk it for all it's worth. Soobzokov has not actuaﬁ"g?» s
suggested that he would even consider doing this, nor has he specifically " X Jg;’,g

and directly asked us for any tangible assistance. But the fact that he
has now reported to us that his job is in danger suggests to me that such
a request may not be far off

8. Footnote: In the course of my thren conversztions with Socbzokov
jt has become clear that he holds & fairly substantial file concerning his
own. past. history, at least with respect to alleganons previously made ._
against him. As he remarked to me, when he was in Jordan he was suspected
of being a Soviet.agent; now that he is in the United States he is suspected
of being a former German agent; if he goes tc Europe he will no dcubt be’
suspected of being an American agent. His file. contains material ‘documenting.
at least one*of the sources (if there are more than one sourde) of the .
aHegatlons connecting him with Nazi war crimes. This particular source
is a mentally unstable person who has since left the United States. The

allegation or allegations which cause Soobzokov's name to be included in - =
the 195t of thirty-seven:cases held by Immigration and Maturalizetion Service
are believed to go back scme years. Scobzokov-has assumed a posture of
outraged innocence (a posture he adopts quite convmcing'ly) and'has made %
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numerous attempts to smoke out the nature and source of the
various allegations. Congresswoman Holtzman's office does
S not return h?s telephone calls. Justice Department claims
A that the action is in the hands of the Immigration and
. _ Naturalization Service. The Immigration and Haturalization
Lo Service apparently would 1ike to unload the blame on the
s * State Department. No one is prepared to tell Soebzokov
A exactly what he has been. accused of. L . S R

g ,“:’" 9, . Apparently responsible for the investigation of -
ot 'Soobzokov s case 1s an officer named Pomeroy of the I&NS
.+ Neward office. His telephone number in Newark is 645-2368." -
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- tumd to dealhh {n absentin in 1965
. o war erimios tribunal {n the Sovlui stato
of Latvia.

Maikovskis, u former Lntvlnn olico’
olficial, and his;xife cumg to the United
States in 1961 as displaced porsons; They
ovunlu:my bought & homa in Mincaln,
L.L, aod lived quictly thero .until 1006

when tho Soviet nows ageney announced -

Li% conviction and sentunce for. s -
murndert commilted. during the German-
occupabion of Latvia in World- War 1

The Soviet governmant  requested
M-ikovskis’ extrudition In June, "105.

roquest was donjed, but’the INS
Soegdn Iuvestiguting Maikuvakis' war.
time activitics. According to present and
former mmigralion ogents aud other
sources, Lhis is what happened:

The invextigntor asaigned to the ease,
Siduey Fass, preparéd u file on Mai-
kuvsku snd sturted senreing for wit-

. nesses and cvidenes to indicata wholhur
ho had made fulse stntements when Ixe
npphenl for udnnmon to the U.S,

"fol;l to Ciose flio Case

s {nstructions” from Wi

. lory deep

. (n.'the Dctroit .office of INS. This. was

Befoze ho conl itﬁ}dn inquley; 5

s recloved ‘cﬂﬂp INS Con.

1 ..0ffica in Wuhln:tmi.dh s

ot'dhred-m’c 50 'the ’ h(‘nlkn ek e;k
n e, Was wo n,

i * tﬂhr\nﬁon wad’y

S el Sl

.note Lo tho Maikovskis ﬂ!c. §E; sald h-e! ’
“wes teeminating the: rrvhc pur%vnnt to’

bur Fioxg, asslets ¢

ank _commissionce for investigations.

The cnse, closed in 1066, was 1é: 0

chncd G+ yoars Iater iy Annmy Des .

Tto, tha veteran Invest fnhr asainned !

to Lhe Rylm: lnqnlry. And \ ‘the

“In Novembcr 1072, duﬂn
lnmtlgnuon 1 got inlorer.ation.. about -
Maikovakis,” DaVito (oll The nows, “I°
checked tha. New - York offico ' files s
{where his record ahould hava heen kept
but found ro InLlnf for aim. Thon

Ofico and ‘eventui
slly-fearnci’that the Maikovskis flle wa:

xe== unusual, for Maikovakis. hnd novcrj' )
or worked in Detroit.  * s *

'. ~—iN§ officinls in Detroit told me thcy L

&ldn't know why the file was boried -
there. They: were not cven aware that
it was in thier office. J€ & Detroit in-
vcmgnur had requested the fln in con.
nection. with a Migwest phase of the
.. original imlulri there should have been -
a record o o asked for it and why,
Thero was no such r*curd ln Lho ﬂlo

. when Iretrieved it.”
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.DeVito "pit 1!
7 of"hls’ ot{lgs,on the uth ﬂoor % qlwn

* New_ - Y
; ":d :;. Thcﬂ. before be had 4 chaneo -

kopt it for 2% .

o heard about, ih AJ::M:» m'mr‘
o Ich

i and it-‘rtcd naklnx

v <Horse ‘menticnsd The ease’ tor

gdﬂer ‘who. asked Sol Marks,
otk distriet divector of the INS, whn y
e! ¢ about Maik:

“was b Malkovilds. Marks

Zuald b DoVI!o to: eonducc
. thromih lwuu tion,. N .

i Tt T kmow | had been i3 ;
Lto tho'mu officially,” Devlko n N
when.! read. it fo the nu‘nplpa I

hg: 11 e

“!eln LYY .fcdcru nvestis;

"

. Bolcsldus Matkovskis, Lanc Ietand
* Simon Rldczonko, New York
Jonas Slepetys, Now York
scherlm Soobsokov, - Newr Jersey

Juords Brazoills, Now:

“Low Futale, Wostchaster
i Sorgls Hutyresyk, Now: Jérso;
b Eymmuul Jnouk ch Jouey

FILESTIN. NEW JYORK INS ormcE

Andrl}n Ar\ukovnc . " Knzys Dalejauskos
*, Vincentos Brizgys - ,-Karlis Sautins
“Jonls Ernstons - Hubort. Strughold

Toterls Nosaul . " Viorel Trifa

NS FILES IN OTUER CITIES
vt ortford Edmund Moce, Seattle
Valerns Mnskeliunas, Pittshurgh
. Alsksan- Maskoliunns, Kos Angeles
" . Viadimir Osidach, Thiladeiphla
Mécin Poahkinvicius, Jos Angeles
* Alexander Rla, Miami
Michat Sznmaki, Buﬂﬂo
Jaroslaw Tesernwycz,
Antanax Virkulis, Chiengo
Detray Zilionis, Boston .

Anlnnnu ner'houL
. Danict Dobrow, Loa Angeles .-
" Antdnss Rurkanes, Deffalo
: Laszlo Hevedl, Houslon &
. Juozns Jurklnvl[:, Chicago |
Mikolaj Kownlesnk, I’hllndclphh
Serhij Kownlezuk, Dhiladelphia
- Edeaes Laipenicks, San Dicgo
Romualdas Levickas, Chicoga

.

dnnncs’ Bumvk, New York Lo

Los Anpcles
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. Says Probe Wos Blocked

> "There was strong remsu\l\co at the
‘INg top” command in: th an .case,”
DeViko dnrﬁgmdunn: t\vo { - Inters

xS vlcwo. “But was outright blockage
-the - Maikovskis * investigation. My
luporhu?rl mndndoe{&:l{lh Mat } could not

. ossibly prdceed w nquicy.”

Tho- ghlm casg -has not been

- eloscd_again, however,. It is heing kept
alivo hy such intdrestod E;ruu ns tho
Survivers of the’ Riga-’ étto, - whose
‘Now = York - mombeis.  réeently “domon-
Tatrated tmlo the® meat ., trec-shadled
at ).233 Grnnt St.,

e Samrients- 13" b TN, 6 indicato
Mnlkoukh mdunted Inn‘ & ‘Nazi-run .
% °&."“"‘“§ g kg K

by saolico ze! ’\0 .
P clty, he allogedly
co-prosocutor vt

INS lnvutL

B nlw‘r.n necused

ibility for some 18,000

N Fesid of
was -éompletely

korskis .hai” beem . active In
f-lMamAmerchn grovps snd scrved as

:n Cltlpﬂ;oluéneopm N&“ e gl‘ um&y
ations.” Sines LIS

‘ iu‘vﬁr‘mmmhwﬁd o t'f"""

;r',h diﬁ'n%ﬁ?a 280 (e :n&%nln‘

b . Al 1] TRNCG

to - bl ‘3! T‘ reporter - mt out
-nd cqv Mnllumkh standing, front

Al
? omrded nte the house, ms wlfn ﬂnallx
- antwered the Jront doorbeil and sai

Asktd J‘f».’.?: the charzes of i B

u| i
mmfp& nlerrinc
r'll-bo Ms

ot gullt exccedmg Q\ut o

° Draunsteiner Ryant .
* Tho., Moikovekis. eniw’ as - among -
; thoso mentioned br Tep. Ell:nbc&h l{nlh-
man (D-Brook }‘when sha. chargod ro-
_ reently. that | I.he INS had. "fnlled. to. lqi-

Entns ll\( npom

Holumm _tho namies of. "of. 37_indfvid.

" .unls whs compriso our c\u-rcnt Naszt Wor -

Criminals at? .- ‘
Theaa 37 names aro dneludod In The

N ~¥c\u list, of 123 ouspects. Since the: . !

S list was vcloosdd’ Inst fonth, ! the
, Immigratlon -Servics hns ndded
16 more suspects,
The INS lilt'includcn uuch wcll- .
Y known wames as Andrifn Artukovie, for.'
met Interior mintkter of Croating B shop
alerinn Triln, head of .the Ronamian
Orlhodox Eplscopate of America, : and,
Roman Catholic: Rishop Vincentas Nrizes
ais of Chicngo. Three Proteslant cler;
.ﬁng Iram Lm.\h abo nppenr on {I‘w

et

- (Tomorrom Suupl-h in luburbw) :
s

l—quo:-‘ N

e I'NS missioncd " et e
m%«zm?m. Ribigiien

!
!
!
i
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