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* MEMORANDUM FOR: [_ a : s
> . 0ffice. of General Counsel* )
KA . - oy )
*  FROM: . C a- .
oot . . Chief, IMS/FOIR;, Privacy and s

‘Li ugati.on Group,’

x

Prosecution of Tschexrim Soobzokov - DOJ
Request for Assistance -

. SUBJECT:
;

> ' 1. Attached is an analysis of the documants ramiactsA
by the Department of Justice prepared by ' . j

: of this office. It is for your background information and*

¢ ' ) . return to this offxce without reproduction when it has ‘served
o its purpose. It may not be shown to anyone outside ‘this

T Agencywithout the prior permission of the undersigned

. . 2. It is with "considerable regret that we ‘must advise
’ . . . that we cannot suppoit the Justice prosecution of
i AT Mr. Soobzokov, notwithstanding the fact that- after repeated, N

with hin. s

: p “ 3. The basxs for our feluctance and great concern is
oo oL the fact that thould the documents requested be declassified
. N and made available for trial, we would put an ‘almost certain )
* I " jeopardy on the cover of two CIA staff officers, their sub-
A . sequent successful and highly sensitive’ operations.and the
.o ) * location of CIA installau.ons in; the Middle East and in the °°
LT Uxuted States. e ) . -

-

PR .

{ 5 . . 4.. 'We .would be p‘leased to participate in. any further

N e e discussions ‘on this case with cleared representatives of the
' Departmént 6f Justice.
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SECRET
13
7 February 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

T SUBJECT: Prosecution of Tscherim Socbzokov Background off
. the Documents Requested by the Department of

Justice

. REFERENCE: Letter from Depaftmeﬂt of Justice, undated
. . requestlng six documents for use at trial

Ty
“

N

[

.

1. In the referenced letter, the Department of Justice
requested permitssion from the Agency to use six documents- : L
from CIA files in the Justice prosecution of Tscherim s '
uSoobzokov. Two of the documents, are polygraph reports and
have been referred to the Office of Security for action. :The ' ,
. .remaining four documents are the responsibility of the

" ¥ Dpirectorate of Operations. The undersigned has reviewed
. Soobzokov's file to determine how we acquired the four DO . .

’ documents in question with the following results: . ) .

v

. A. Document #1 - Document dated 30 December 1942 .

which refers to Socbzokov as Chief of the Field Police

. . . and authorizes him to search all V111ages in the area. - ..
. ,This document is in German and has an-English transla- . S
N - . ‘tion! ‘This document was given to CIA st=€f ~ffjcer, . :
R + Y 1 1bv Soobzokov himself. - L 7 was Chief ; e

i L. ot -station, [~ from at_least 1950 4¢hrough 1955. : o -
. nurina that entire.perima. (— “lwas i indeET [ e T

cover as FRTY

, _ December 1450, 1 :%ip true name} met. soopzokov at ‘the . o
. . . home of a mutual rriend. used Soozokov as an . e
. ' . unwitting source until about mia-1952 when Socbzokov lost S
’ his job. At about this time, {— < volunteered to try .- R
. ‘to help Soobzokov find employment w.th either the U.S. - R
) . Army ‘or Air ‘Force in West Germany through a "friarA" in

= \ * Gexrmany. Circa 8.0ctober 1952, Soobzokov gave [ 11 the &
b documAn+ Aaccribed abr"‘ fe~ well ‘as &Sther documents) - I et
. which L. 2} renied. g]returned the originals to s
. : . Soobzokov.. (_ :]told SooBzokov,that his "friend" in
T . Germany had passea Soobzokov's papers on to “others” who L
l‘ e - : . . N H
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might be interested in employing him. - In fact, C A

sent the copies of Soocbzokov's documents to Headquarters
in October 1952 where they have remained on file. L.

xecruited Socbzokov on 23 April 1953 as an informant on
thé. large Circassian‘community in Jordanl Soobzokov was

- also asked to recommend candidates “for SR Division's

program to return selected. individuals to the USSR.
Soobzokov recommended ‘only one candidate fqr this program
and he was néver hired. While [. 1 was . on home’ leave

in abnu+ 1ar4/8E  “opbzokoy was nandled by staff nffiner

O .~ “who was 'also serving under < 2

cover in[_ _ ] Soobzokov was texminated amicably.in ‘
1955 when he managed to acquire, on his own. »» “Ummigration
visa to the United States. In June 1955, [© 2 -informed
Headquarters that if Soobzokov were recontacted, it should
be borne in mind that he was never told that+ he was in con-
tact with CIA and was never told that . Tlwas in con-
tact with anyone other than the "friend" in farmany,
Soobzokov DID continue to correspond with . 3 and
possibly . 1 after his departure from Jordan. "~ - cem s

B. Document #2 - The document dated 14 November 1944

which refers to Soobzpkov as a Military Commander. This

document is in Hungariamn and k== an Rn~ligh translation.
This document was .acquired by C. ‘at the same time
and under the‘sax"n‘e circumstances as.Document $1.

C. Document#4 - The interrogation report of

23 Rahwnarv 1956, . Soobzokoy was recontacted in the U.S.

by L - -a staff officer of SR/7/Plans on 9_December
1955. [ 7.identified himself to SAnhinknv ag [ ]
an ofricias of the Department [T 1 scobzokov -naa
been polygraphed in 1953, not entirely successfully. The
interrogation -described in Document 4 was an attempt to

resolve questions.about his hankarnuwnAd . mhig jnterroga-

tion was carried out by [ 3 . an Operations

Officer in SR/7. The file Anas NO™ ghow 'what, if any,

- cover or alias was used by 7173t seems likely that

. used some form of U.S. military cover because all

- of the forrespondence with Soobzokov during this period

and later was conducted from a U.S. military cover name
and address. :/(N.B.! [ 1. who' was - porn 5 April 1910 -
resigned dvertly from the Agency on 25 October 1962 and
withdrew his contributions to the Agency retirement fund .
“at that time. 'His présent wheéreabouts ara unknown.)
D. Document~#5-=wSochzokoyv's biography dated .
October 1958., Soocbzokov was given training at Fort Meade .
14 February' - 22 Augqust 1957. He was repolygraphed at
Fort Meade, again with mixed results, On 23 September 1957

.
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Sooblokov was contacted by T ~ dof uza/7 *

!
S _ (yho had handled him briefly in [ dsee subparagraph
: ' w Bupra) in regard to a proposed mission, to dmmad, This
mission was to run 1 operations . Ank -
g ) Amman usip~ Tnecal Cit 8. Although h

the file, L, Jmust Bave dontacted’ SOObaOkOV in H'ue
name (since Soobzokov alfeady knew it). what [ o | told
Seobzokov about his own. ‘employment is not’ stated,h however,
. states in the PRQ that Soobzokov knew was wokag
for u.y. intelligence and probably assumed -G Soobzokov
arrived in Jordan o 1 November 1957 r.o..i.mple.ﬂ nt

ti He immediately ran afoul of some of tha’ moxe
i ! _'(fircassians,_told some of them that he. was.
_working for "the U.S. Secret Service" (which they didn't
believe} and generally behaveo so badly that he was sent
back to the U.S. on 29 December 1957 and the operation
cancelled. On 22 April 1958, Soobzokov was polygraphed
again with gquestionable results. In July 1958, he was
given additional training and contracted for two years as
a hot war reservist. He lost his job in July 1958
sought our assistance ang’ “offered to clear up the
dis crepancxes in his blography In Qctoher 1088 we yag
dehriefed in a safehous~ - =~narantly by

N of srmaB and-T 1, sryoow interrogation

C  was known to Soobzokov as
: or tne U.S. Army Material Testing uiae.
in fact, § was a legitimate Military Officer
detailed €5 the Agency from 1 October 1956 to 22 May 1960.
The file does not show what, .if any, alias or cover was
used by [ 3 It was at this debriefing that Soobzokov
was askea to write his biography (Document £5). This
document was also used as an aid in the last polygraph
test given to Soobzokov in December 1959. This polygraph,
like the othexrs, was unsuccessful and contact with

Soobzokov was dropped.

snerin)ied

2. When Soobzokov was named as a Nazi war criminal hy
the New York Times in 1374 he acvad his congressman to help
him Find his.old friend. [ 3., .who had been with thé .
C TJin 1955. The Congressman contacted
C. who then caiiea >oobzokov. In a memorandum to the )
tile dated 36 July 1975, itates that he "has sustained"
telephonic contact with sGonzokov and, as suggested by 0GC,
continued to sympathize with him but in no way encouraged him
to expect that the Agency would give him any tangible support.
[l —Jtold Soobzokov that he was beiny transferred away Erom
that ooobzokov could write him at his mother'

wasinington but
address.,
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"two he knows best and wou)? k= likelv +n *3’ to get to help ’
him in any litigation are C 1 and L . - Both tb=9= mnn . w)

p[.:’mm to, retire in the not too far distant future but that : L

[

- backstonning with an Branrv nawer ~Anmnanv in New' York: o
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3. Of/fthe Agency officers, Soobzokov knew or met,. the

were sympathetic to him, and it was under - and
that hs actnally performed some operational tasks. He knows’ ._
*hat Jis a CIA officer and undoubtedly, presumes tRat , .
E_ is also.. Should Soobzokov try to enlist . } and | .
%‘s support, difficult securitv probléms would arise. / o N
~is presently stationed a T 1 and is still under - - :
1'cover. Cover staff has- advised that — 1

the Cover @+=#f wishao him to retire under coverﬂ«‘nnaﬂﬁﬁ he e

has been T 1 for such a long tims. | : "

retired 26 May 1976 under.cover- because of sensit.we positions . :

he had held. ; ; g )

< 3 Q
4. T+ ia helieved unl.i!fﬂ"v +hat Soobzokov would try to - . 2t N

enlist ' aid, since [ 7 handled him during the o

period when ‘his bona f:.des were most stringently quesuoned. . C . S

S. While: no{: directly concerned with the documents ‘ . .
requested by the Department of Justice, it should be noted ) L ‘
that while on his abortive mission to Jordan in November/ "o & :
December 1957, Soobzokov was px.;ovided with documents and® :

‘New York rit+v and | " ‘ .

Soobzokov probably still has those documents since [l D T .
noted that Soobzokov had maintained:a large file on himself. .
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