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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: U.S. v. Tscherim Soobzokov

1. This memorandum is to record a series of exchanges
with members of the office of the Assistant United States
Attorney for the Southern District of New York. On 26 January
1979, Mr. Reuben Fier telephoned DCD 	 :2 and requested
that the pictures of Soobzokov which we had extracted from the
original Soobzokov documentation provided to us by Soobzokov
be made available to the AUSA for identification of possible
witnesses in the Soobzokov criminal prosecution.	 C.

,..Administrative Assistant, NYFO, deferred Mr. Fier's
request until she could check with the undersigned. We had
told J	 jpreviously that she was to refer all inquiries
on the Soobzoköv material to the undersigned before any
further action inasmuch as Mr. Martin Mendelsohn, Chief,
Special Litigation Unit, had indicated that Mr. Fier and -
AUSA Jerry Siegel were no longer concerned with the case.

2. On 31 January 1979, after the undersigned returned
from•TDY in California, Mr. Fier followed up his NYFO request

:14,,v.4nd telephoned the undersigned for copies of the pictures. We
•fold him that we had understood no further material was to be
made available to his office without the concurrence of
Mr. Mendelsohn in Washington. The same day, AUSA Siegel
followed up Mr. Fier's call, and was given the same response.
I then notified Mr. Mendelsohn who advised that a copy of a
letter from the U.S. Attorney to Mr. Mendelsohn was being made
available to this Agency. According to Mr. Mendelsohn, the
letter states that the Grand Jury has been discharged', there
is to be no further criminal investigation and that any
further civil action (denaturalization and/or deportation) is
to be transferred to AUSA Thomas Belotte under the supervision
of Mr. Mendelsohn.
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3. Copies of the exchange of letters between
Mr. Mendelsohn and the U.S. Attorney, Robert B. Fische, Jr.,
on this subject are attached.
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January 10, 1979

Martin M,,ndelsohn, Esq.
•Chief, Special Litigation Unit
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Mendelsohn:

In response to your letter of January 5,
this is to confirm that there is no current grand
jury proceeding against Tscherim Soobzokov in this
District. The investigation which had been com-
menced earlier has since been terminated.

We will not, make available to Mr. Belote
any of the grand jury information. If at some
later date you determine that you wish to make a
request for such information, I would appreciate it
if you would let me know before doing so.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT B. FtKE, R.
United States Attorney
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UNITED STATES DEVARTAIENT OF JUSTICE

WASDINGTON, D.C. 20530

Mr. Robert Fiske

U.S. Attorney

Southern District of New York

One St. Andrews Plaza

New York, NY 10007

Dear Ms, Fiske:

This confirms our conversation of JanuLlry 4, 1979 that the Special

, Litigation Unit will assume responsibility for the investigation and

possible prosecution of Tscherim Soobzokov.

Thomas H. Belote, a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Southern

District will be principally involved with .the case. Mr. Belote.has

not ,seen and, at this point, will not request access to any grand

jury that may involve Soobzokov. Should our examination of the non

grand jury material lead us to conclude that some grand jury

material may be relevant, we may seek its disclosure under Rule 6(e)
of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure. (Though we believe we
are entitled to the material as a matter of right under the recent

5th Circuit holding, In re Grand Jury, 583 F. 2d 128 (1978).) We
will, of course, consult with you before making any formal request.
If necessary I will assume personal responsibility for examination of

any grand jury material.

My understanding in accepting this case is that there is no current

grand jury proceeding against Soobzokov in the Southern District and

that the Special Litigation Unit will be tl c! only component of the

Department of Justice looking at Soobzokov's activities.

Since ely,

Martin Mendelsohn

Chief, Special Litigation Unit


