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As forecast in the refemced despatch, . - .o '\s‘. )
meeting of an ®Estonian Congtitutional Electoral ' . , I
Board® was held in Detwold, Gemny% and Mr, Al{red : B

%ﬂxﬁuas naned Deputy President o Eatonia in-Exile,
tbis 12 the second c¢lalmant now on the exile scone for
the pos‘ttio of -Acting President of Est.onia, <he first

The baekgro\md of cho naning ot Mro Maurer as Depuby
_(and conasequently Acting) Presideant of Estonfa lies in the
dislike felt by a number of exiled Eastonians for August Rei :
and for some of his liberal~socialist oupporters. This oppo= - . |
sition, which probably includes the majority of exiled Estonians, - {-{ -
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contunds that Mr, Rel's ¢laim to be Acting President of Estonia Je
Is not juetified by the Estonian Constitution., It contends that - ¥
Article 46 of this Constitution requires the olestien of an ~ - |4l
Acting Prewident by the Constitutional Electoral Board, 1f the . . - Wi-
of fice of President becomes "vacant in time of war", Mr, Rel's - .~ .4§
" supporters argue on the other hand that Estonia never entered a S
. stata of ‘war, ao that there is no need to convena the Electoral A

Board with the further result that Mr, Rei becomes Aoting Presis
dent through normal puccessiou as the o].dest aurrlv:l.ng c-blnob
member of t.ho last froee governnent, :

'n\. Electoral Board ¢alled for by Aruclo 46 of cho consti- RN (2
tution conziats of the Prime Minister, tha. Commander-in-Chief of - .: ,
the Armed Forces, the Chajrman of the Chamber of Deputics, the. - - . Tid*
Chalrman of the &ouncil of State and the. President of the Supreuo Lo
Court of Justice, Theae pouitiono were Nprount.-d at t.ho A
Dotnold uoting as follownx S S
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; Rel faction of Estonian exilos has refused to recognize Mr, Maurer
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.Butonhn Cabdinet in Exile and will make an eoffort te: :lm.l.ude;x
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view of" Roi'. remul to convene the . g
Elcctonl Board the ex~Ministexr of Defense, LA
Johan “HOLMBERG ¢. next: Aenior remaining Cablnoe P

. fenbeE, aABnume: rupons;lb:u.ity for convening ths ‘..
"“BOll‘d nnd noead in this. upacity dnring uu nuung. “t

'X'ho Commndor-‘ln-chiot of ‘the- hmod Forces
~ TThis positlen was asswned by, Jé
X SOODLA. in ‘Yiew of the deportation in i
\uomndor-in—t:hht ‘Genoral LATDONER -and Mr, Johan
" . Holmbergts taking the: mnctiono of Prim Ml.nl.atmr

the- loctinso 3

i : b

t,

.y Chadruan of the Chambar of De uties '
. T "TRepreaented by, 3 Tormer Deputy
. ~;.-8pnkor of the Eato r of Depnties.

D',':.chumn of the co\mctl of Stato .
. ) po'E"' ""—E"'aii roportcdly cannot bo e

. E. Proudent ot the: Sn Com of Jwtloo
' Taot ReuX(tRUN . uenﬁr surviving Judge of

thoEnonan

- Tho only notinn ‘taken by the Eloctonl Board at tho moat- .
' ing was to .name Mry Maurer as theé Deputy President of Eotcnia o
in Exilo and” eonuquontly its Act.:lng Praaident. toee S

It is antiol Ated that Mr, Maursr w.\n nemlr.n!.o RaN .

in this Cabinet an Eatonian in each of tha major ocuntars of .
Krtonian refugess, inoluding the Unlted States, Cannda, Garmany
England and Sweden, ' It is also understood that he v.lﬁ load an:
effort to hold .an election among all.Eatonians in Sweden in ordor
to form a-foundation for participation in an international =
Estoninn center probably to be located in the United States, 'l’he

8 Acting President of Estonia and thero ars oonnqnent.ly tw L
cluimntn tor thh t:lth. . _ :
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