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Estonian Exile Activities

As forecast. in the referenced despatch° a
meeting of an °Estonian Conatituttotua Electoral

\,Board , was held in Detmold„ Germany, and •Mr.
'M4.Ems named Deputy President of Estonia in,Entle,

. 1. Ts is the second claimant now on the exile scone for

• .
the pouition,.of:Acting President of Estonia, the first
being AL jaI.

• •

. The background of the naming of Mr. Maurer as Deputy
(and consequently Acting) President of Estonia lies in the
dislike felt by a number of exiled Estonians for August Ret
and for some of his liberal.seocialist ouPporters. This oppo-
sition, which probably includes the majority of exiled''Estonlans,
contends that Mr. Bet' cleim to be Acting President of Estonia
Is not justified by the Etonian Constitution. It contends that
Article 46 of this Constitution requires the election of an
Acting President by the Constitutional Electoral Board, if the
offiCe of Prenident becomes *vacant in time of war n. Mr. RePo
supporters argue on the other hand that Estonia never entered a
state of •war, so that there is no need to convene the Electoral .
Board with the further result that Mr. Rei becomes Acting' Precis.
dent through' normal ouccesslon as the oldest surviving Cabinet
member of the last free government,	 .

.	 .	 •

The Elettoral Board called for by Article 46 of the Constiub
tution consists, of the Prime Minister, the: Commander-in-Chief of
the' Armed Forces, the Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies, the.
Chairman of the Council of State and the. President of the sEupreme
Court of Justic•, These pOsitions . were represented At the
Detsold meeting as follows, •	 •	 -
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A. Prime Minister : • • •1	
... :

.	 --7!S"".f•Rf tais refusal to convene the ..	 '	 ' •	 :.	 ..	 t	 h	 • . .•	 •	 ,•	 ..
.•	 Electoral Board, he en-Minister of Defense, .-. : s• • . -••••,••	 :.	 ,•

i	
•	 Johan-.20LMBERqs. the. next . senior - remaining Cabinet ••-• '. *....:.

• • • %ember; asaumed responsibility for convening the	 •;:-...: .• ••••....,... 4
:	 ;	 . • j . • Board and acted in this capacity during its meeting.. •• ,••• ;' • -,•-•.	 •••

....	 •	 •	 .
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• •	 • The Cimansiider,in.Chint.of.'the • Armed Forces	 .. ,..• . .,

.	

4,..• . • 7Tai7 •P—olinTe gilies iiiaried-11.74,16 Emig .-.:.•:,••••:•:.•....:*;:::- •.! f
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"gooDLA; . in view of the deportation in

..•	 \	 ...•:':•••• • - • ••• .."''.'
ommandev

•
-in

taking
-Chief 

the
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of Prime
 and Mr.

Minister
Johan

iolmberge	
*	 ..-;:;•• .;..,..:.:„.,•••••

.•

:	 •• -* at .Lbwmeeting... .	 • •	 • : ...;••	 • ;	 •	 .•	 . .....-..."	 :.•
• ,	 .	 •	 •	 •	 .,	 ••	 • ••

*. • C. • Chairman of the Chamber of Deputies' *	 .	 . * .	 . • .:-:.,'...;:: •••: ••••••••••7•,:
.	 . ---P.Vririeilfred-67M:1111.4"ml,ir, former Deputy • .. ,•,•;.. : • - • ..-...-.. f.

• : • sOviiir of the EateM.—Ch. an iinber of Deputies.. •	 • • • i,

	Di. 'Chairman of the Council Of State	 ..	 • ....„•..	 .„

• •	 Thrs—iciirenTiririraiia FeTi—ortecily cannot be ••.:• • • • ••••••'•••• '-
••	

''''	 :.. • . .filled.:. ••• • • ::	 •	 • • .	 .••• .	 ••	 •

.. E, • President of the • Supretne Court of An tine •
• —1Ire3tErfus 4C7N.TPRECT, iitTirifir.Turviving Judge at

the.,.Es on an	 urt, . !
• •	 ..	 .	 .

••	 The only action . taken by the Electoral Board at tbe.meetm 	.'"•••••,':.
in was to .name Mr....Maurer as the Deputy President of Estonia • ' '.... •:;,• •..".•,,

: in Eiile.and consequently .its Acting. Presidents 	 !• • r: . .

• • ''.' It is 'anticipated that Mr. Maurer will nominate an ... .• ...:.:,.....:.-,.,.
Estonian Cabinet . in Exile- and will make an effort. to include:•;•••• ..'•*k.s:': Its... .

. in this Cabinet an Eatonian•in each of the major . onnters of .:..• ;••••-: • ';•••;:•.-,.	 1 .

. Estentin refugees, .indinding the United States ., : Canada, Gersiany,:••••••••?-.;;1,••
England and Sweden. It is also understood that he will lead an. • • ••;. •5• . ,. '1	 ,

	

.	 effort to hold an election among all .Estonians in Sweden in sorder..... i Ls :. rl. :.,
• to form a -fOundatiOn for participation' in an* international	 s •'; •-•::.;;.:.:,,.:,,
. Estonian center probably to be 'located in tht• United States, 'The '.• 1 * ..':

- Rei.factlen of Estonian exiles has refused to recognize 'Er. Atattrer..g1,;:;.:.
as •Acting President of Estonia and there, are conseeliantly:twes.,•:::•••••:4;•-:' •
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