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SOVIET JUOSLICE
by
WALTEHR CHYLINSSI, mgr.
r okt X |
Fundamental Principles of Demoorutic Justioce
For a more acourste comprehension of baslo Soviet justioe, it
le necessary-to understand the basis of justice existing in demoocratio
countries. This is indispensable to_pgﬁgining a8 compayative baocke~

ground.,

In demooratioc countries, the first and fundemental oondition of
true justioce is the principle, that Justice must satisfy the follow=-
ing stipulations: _

1. The oourt is oqnnlrfor all. It serves to administer Juet-
ice. It ocannot be the tool of the governing group, nor can it serve
the intereats of one social group.

£, The court is independent in both,‘itia struoturewand it'e
aotivity, from the governing agent.

These two prinociples are the frults of many ocenturies of trad-
1tion, developed from the basic Homan laws, modernized and bettered
as a oonsequenos of Christiun influenoe on our conceptions of morals
and justioce. .

Agocording to the, the fundamental prinoiple of Christian Just-
1ce 18 1nd@yt§nal freedom. Bverybody 1e personally responsible to
God ;nd o;rtﬁly justice for all of hies actions, He is anewersble,
regardlesas of his sooial position, financial status, or oonnections.
He 18 not ro.podiiblo to any private individual, but to oclearly

~

formulated laws,
The law is the property of the ocommunity, and serves the oom=

manity.
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The most vi¥id exsumple of just suoh 4 oconception of justioce ie
the United States of nmericu, who in 1t's constitution aeparat;d
wholly tne Jjudiotul uuthority frow the executive. In this way, it
Jlearly guurahteeu {t'v oltilzens full freedom, since there iy arbal-
snce between the judiolal und exeocutive powers. 4any americun ocltizen
onn Hae anyons, even the President and obtain a8 just verdict. ‘

UOther dquurqpio natlions have the sume principles of..luw, ggd
Lf they differ in anywuy from the nmerioant then 1t's only in minor
detulls which do not annul personal libergies of all oi;ilized
countries,

Besides these principles, others exist, wﬁiob in short are:

1. To judge, it is neceesary to prove guilt.

2. The law must be humanitarian,

3. There is no ocollective responsibility.

4. It isn't permissable to set & punishment as a frightening

oxample/lt ian't allowable to Judge an individual as an exsmple to

otheru,
A

6. There is no orime 1f a law is not broken. The analogy 1is
admissable only in oivil law,

6. The law i8 not retroactive. No one oun be pnniuhodAtor acts
comnitted prior to the enactment of & law prohibiting suoch aots. By
the same token, no one oun be punisheu for a orime committed during
the existence of 8 law, 1f that luw has since been repealed.

7. It 1w not permissable to try a person for the same orime
more than onoe.

The question 1s, do these same principles exist in the Soviet
law?

For the basis of analysis, I take the oriminal code of the Union

of Soviet Sooialist Hepublio oouncil. This was issued in Mosaoow, in

R P
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Publishing Co., Supweme Court of the Soviet Union), the Criminal
Condnot Code ?Ugolovnohfrqqqgggq}nyjlKbdoks RS¥or', and'thqyoqnlji-
tution of the USSR whioh was published in 1936 and is unliversally

known as Stalin's Constitution.

In certain republios, different oriminal codes exist, but they
differ only in the number of artioles, so that the ocode of the B?EBB

is deoisive for all of the UBSR, ¢ o

‘\*.
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CHAPTER I
Relativeism and Terroriam

The foundation of Soviet justice,as 1t's entire eystem, 1;
rélativgiem. It manifeats itaself inmthe principle of Lenin, the
founder of Communism, that: 'The ocourts aro}}he 1nutrumgnta of the.
proletariat authority and the working ;g:;:;y-mun.' Tﬁia motto is
the 8slogan in all ocourt rooms, and is hung above the heuds of the
Judges, fof all to aee, |

On the other hand the continuous inoconsistency of the standards
for dispensing justice, changing time after time, depohding on the
political lines and party tactiocs, confirms this asassertion.

The famous - 'most progressive and liberul constitution in the

world' prepossesses this in the juridiosl eemse that the first arsioles

.

Q
of this constitution read:

Art, A. The USSR is a soocialist government of the working and
peasant classes,

Art, 2, The political foundation of the USSR is oreated dy &
working olass delegates' council whioch grew and smassed,
with the resultant overthrow of the landowners and
o&pitali.ta, and the attaining of a proletariat diota-
torship.

The consequence of such principles of the USSR struoture, and'ghﬁ
specifically quoted Lenin prinoiple of justice, is the fir-t artiole
of the RSFSR oriminal oode.

" "The oriminal legislation of the RSFSR has as it's sask,

the proteotion of the sooialiat workers and pessants
; hvaiite suenseisaguiniitainalSusiibiniutunscnditinbionatoui «

. erder, from the
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80oially dangerous aots praviioced before individuals,
whioch havang been committed, onn be counteruoteu with
measurey of soctal protection lilsted in the uf remen-
tioned code.'

From the above artioles of the conuLLLuLLnn§ und the criminal’
vode, I8 thls oleur issue: the principle of free courts doey not
exist In oussiu, but the worker-peusunt olass vuthorities huve jg;}¢
sdlctlion over adminlshe;tng Justice. 'fhﬂ?ﬂ"fﬁ no justicé for unyone
other than the privileged cluss, Justice serving us & tool of pro-
tection for the common grvup, und for thuat reason it cannot be seaid
that Soviet justice has for it's goal the discoveryof objeotive trutas,
whioh is the prinoiple of udministrutive justioce.

In Soviet ocourts, no one appesls to anyone else for evidences of
truth. Investigative techniques and ocourt prooceuures depend on prin-
oiples of oconfeasions of guilt, and repentanoe.

To the question of the acoused as to why KfJ¥ he ie being charged,
the regulation answer 1s: "We will not tell you. It is up to you to
confesas, self-aoocuse, and repent”,

The Bolshevik courts are instruments of the proletariat and
worker-peasunt in the battle againat the bourgeois and ocapitalistio
world. The Rusaian government uses the oourts as tools of terror
relative to olase digkinotion. The entire judiciary and penal appara-
tus in the USSR {a set up to exterminate enemlies of the proletariat, and
above all, enemies of Russia. It's terroristio oharaoter depends on
this.

The above ideals and principles of law manifest themselves even
in oourt teohniques, and the nomination of Bolshevik judges, Even the
lowest ocourt judges are ochosen or appointed for a short period of time,

and they are frequently funotionarieas of the MVD, whioh ie the 1nveat-
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igattng organ, Obviously, under these giroumstances, the motions
presented by the public proseocutor, must reach the eur of u sympu=

thetlo «nd oblising Jjudpe. ‘ ,

'he terrorlstic¢ chursoter of Soviet courty manifests itself in
the totul lack of disoriminution between the categories of orimes.
pursued by the public proseocutor, uand thove orimes under private
investigution, « necessury basis for Judiclel investigsations, ug@_
immeaiate appliocation of preventive megga;sn, including-imprisonment,
s every informer's report, even though 1t may be snonymous,
fhis terroristic charsocter of Solashevik juetibe i8 more clearly
and realistiocally shown in the formulation of legislative compreken-
sion of the orime of ocounter-revolution. This ocategory of crime ie
dealt with in art. 68, whieh i8s the most formidable of all the artioles
in the Soviet oriminal ocode.
This artiole begins in the following general formula:
"Counter-revolution is considereu to be ;vory deed, directed to
the overthrow, uprising, or weuakening of the authorative ocoanoil
of the worker-peasants, and elosted by them, on the wasis of the
Constitution of the USSR and the oconstitution 6f the governing
republic, the government of the worker-peasunts of the USSR, uni-
ted and autonomous republic, or to rebel against or weaken the
internal seourity of the USSR and the prinociples of eoconomio,
politioal and national conquerors of the proletariat revolution,
Through the strength of inteynational solidarity of interests in
all workers, all suoh actions are also oonsidered counter-revola-
tionary, if they are aimed againat any other worker's etates,
even though they do not belong to the USSR,*
After this introduction in 14 paragraphs (paragraph 1 has 4 sabe

paragraphs), individual types of counter-revolutlionary sotivities are -

00-R-2840Q l
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d¢fined, among whioh evident aots of tresson and espionage ovan ng
awaken any kind of reservationa, On the other hand, paragraph 14 of
the aforementioned artiole has the anususld distinotion of being a
regulation in the Bolshevik oriminal oodolwhiob, in every instance
or olroumstance, ocan be applicable to every oitizen.

Here 18 1t's contents:

Art., 68 Par. 14. - 'Oounter-revolutionary sabotage, that 1s,. a

oonscious disregurd of dutles “““%S&ﬂﬂjby anyono,viy purposeful

oarelessness in their performanoce with the main purpose of weak-
ening the governing authority and the effeotiveness of the state's
apparatus, has a8 a consequence -~ loss of liberty for a time not
less than 1 pear, oonfiscation of all or part of property, with
sdaptations of more severe punishment f&r partioularly extenuating
oiroumstances, to the highest medium of ocommunity proteoction =
death and oconfiscation of wealth,'

If 1t is taken into consideration, that An BAIOIC, all phases of
life are under state oontrol, all inacourately performed dutiesagyy
oan bde considered, and in prnotiod are oonaidgrod, as counter-revolu-
tionary sabotage, and are judged by par. 14, drt. 68,

In the administration of punishment, the Bolshevik code often
oonsiders oonfisoation of property. If it is noted how difficuls it is
to aoquire anythingin Russia, suoh ss a deocent suit, a watoh, to say
nothing of & 1little home or furniture, - then it stands to reason that
oonfiscation of property, notably of a family of moderate means, 1ia

nothing more than appliocation om & large scale, an easier form of

oollective responsibility.
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CHAPTER II
PrinciplesMesnsures of State Protection

When we begin to consider principles of luw, und the neeu to oompl
with ithem and thelr punishment,.tben we oém to the concluwsion tb&i our
pplnions regurding the renlity of the punishment ure dividoc. Some
people oconsider punishment as nothing more thun & oertain type of Te-
quital or payment to soclety for breuking soclety's dawse, -.Slmply -
stated, it is the revenge of soclety for ooq?itting un got incompatible
to moruls and ethlcs of the sooclety 1n'w;T:Q the orimlnui lives,

Others contend with the assumption that soolety does not have the
right to demand punishment on the principle of revenge. JSoclety itself
18 to blame because it did not give the offender the possibllityuto
live honestly. Instead of punishment they propogute the principle of
prevention and the education of oltizens, and regarding offenses, to
adapt oommunity proteotive measasures. In the theory of law, this prin-
olple is known as Ferri's theory. ‘

Both of these opinions have their disoiples.sand their opponents,
in general however, there 18 a soundprevailing prinoiple of applying
lawas 88 a means of protecting soolety.

Russian law - in 1t's assumption - likewise steers itself to the
principle of community proteotion. With it's peoculisr 'drive', and
in consequence of it's exceeding YWgH lgnorance of the gggd essence of
this theory, brings thiu prinoiple to oriminal avsurdities.

In L1t's penal legislation, Russian law admits measures of ocommu-

nity protection towards persons who have not commited & orime or offensd

but !pg\gggl_g;‘}f‘}n th poaition to commit an offense,

L

Art, 9 of the oriminal oconduct codv plainly states when community

protective measures are applioable:

1. Prevention of new offenses whioh may be committed by persons

' 00-B-28499
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who had sldreudy perpetrated 8 orime. .

2. Influenoingnother wavering members of 8sooclety.

3. adjusting perpetrators of oriminal sacts to oconditions of ocom-

-

munity life in a worker's nﬁéion.

Praventive mensures are divided into 3 oategorlies} &) community
protevtive meusures with a judiolal-corrective characteristio,

b) medioinalupbargpteristio, o) medical-corrective, that is mixed. Th
aprlioation of these measures are prudpgﬁLy}set forth 1ig auitaﬁle art-
{oles of the oriminal conduot code (art. 20 - 26).

Community protection through judiocisl correotive measures adspts
f{tself thru: a) ocompulsory expulsion from the USSR se an enemy of the
working qlaaeea, b) deprivation of freedom 1n ocorrectional work oamps,
o) deprivation of freedom in prisons, and at last as the supreme mea-
sure of defense, d) a sentence of death before & firing squad. ' Thie
last {8 temporarily susupended (at least in tbeory).ﬁe'fi'xﬂ“‘h-'°f4!vl

In praotice, the application of sall tb&ee community protective "~
measures in 99% of the oases, leads to imprisonment in concentration
osmps loocated in the remote regions of Siberia and Northern European
Russia, as well 88 a sentence of death.

When the punishment 'expulsion from the USSR' is oconeidered, it
would be treated by the condemned not as a punishment, but as a highes
reward, if.;t were applied more often. Unfortunately, the history of
Soviet justioe oan boast of scarcely a few instances of applying this
paragruph in practioce. They can be counted on the fingers of one hand!
The exile of Trotaky, a few FPolish officials of the Ministry of esooial
welfare in 194£-3, and the latest banishment of the well kﬁow, through
her pro-oommunistio convictions, the American writer Anna L. Btrong.

At firet sight, 1t would seem that a eimilar ohapter for applying

preventive measures exists in demooratio ocountries., That is however,

:_\ ’ ™
An_n HAlan .
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" only 'at first sight'.

~

The demooratio administration of justloe sets as it's §pf aim the

disglosure of gbjegtive truth. It ocannot -therefore, buse the admini-

@tration of punishment, ®olely on the principal of preventive measures,
4 oondition fornapplying preventive messuree is the removal of evidenoce
that the suspeot lu, or osn beoome 8 mensce to sooclaety. Lthis 18 8 olear
out affair, aund is readily conveyed, 1f it can be applied &e%pfnlly witt
adequate legal medioal advioce, eupportod“hyﬁgiemonta of professional
opinions. That ia & stipulation of applying community welfare defense
measures, and even demooratic law i8 extremely careful in the appli-
ocation of this law, The Ameriocan laws are especially ocareful, and in
many instgnool, stipulates th;t & measure for community protection oan
be abolished in osses that have diatinot eymptoms of improvement. In
demooratioc countries, this theory applies only to orimlngl oases, .It

is not permimsable to apply this theory to an offense of an idealistio-~

politiocal nature.
Demoocratio nations are guided by the everlasting prinoiples form-

ulated in the short but full eseence of the five freedoms., Being guldec
by them, they ocsnnot oconform to the theory of applying communitynpro~
tective measuree without restrictions, as it oouldn't be reconciled witl
objeotivesa, or with respeot of peresonal liberty, or even with free
thought. The result of applying this principle is the ocompulsory res-
triction of oreativeness and individual development. We kxnow full well
that individaal dsvelopment is the foundation of humanity's development.
The applioation of this prinoiple 18 possible solely in a diotatorship.
It is poasibly only in 8Boviet Hussia, where the theories of a proleta-
riat dlotator, and the practioces ‘of a diotator's olique use the pretext
of justice, whioh they themsalves define, as 'a toll of the regime in

powereand a means of proteoting one olass.' Only and exoclusively, in &

_ C e e e oAt bt
Aan v aflhnon ;




A

-1 - >
one-party diotatorship, in whioch justioce is defined as being & fool or
the reigning politiocal system, the theory of ocommunity protective mea-

sures may have - and unfortunately has - it's own appliostion.. The

very definition, that the Soviet is & state of laborers und peussnts, ¢,

the busis for the courts to judge a8 to who is & danger toltbe ooanimon

wel fare,

The next point in Art. 9 empects to use punishment as 8 meansnto
'strengthen wavering members of the atatsb “Who sre the ‘'wavering?
Well, let's try to define it: a wavering member 18 one who 1s subject t
doubt that all that is subnitted as truth by the government - 18 right,

The next paragraph metes out punishment, not besause a person is
guilty, but to 'adjust offenders to life in s worker's state’,

In paraphrasing the legal terms, the entirety of this unusual
prinoiple is as ;ollowa:

'We will educate you as we see fit, and as is oconvenient to us. Ii
you don't iito 1t, and if you show any signs of individuality, or betray

even the slightsst oapaocity for argumentation, you will be sent to

prison.'’
It 18 indiocated again: ILaws are the tools of terror, and aubjeotiv

eduoation of the mniool.

~ The law had changed itself into & tool of ocollective revenge of

one olass over another!
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Duties of u Venouncer, Colleotive nesponsibility,
Judging by analogles, and the retro-sotive Operation
of law. Ihe World wide dea?h of Bolshevik Justioet

In order to ald the machine thut is responsible for torroflstlo
sots und the 'overweer' of it's tasks, the farsighted Soviet Judinale
incorporuted articles and paragraphs which practioually force all the
oltlizens to ooopoerution with the investiguting end Jjudlcisal orguns. a
number of parugruphs exist, whioh make,L%JAmperutlve fox, the oltizens
to a0t a3 policemen and sples, und the dbligution of denunciation. ILa
of cooperation is punished.

Vindiotiveness, the lowliest trait of people stunding at the lowe:
level of development, found 1t's place in sultable rules which seem to
make laws work retroactively.

The parugraph dealing with the right of judging by analogy.‘éxtond
the pousibility of 11fet1m§ punishment.

So that there wouldn't be any doubt thaf Soviet law is the tool o

the rulers, and inexorably prosecutes all antugonists, there i8s a law

whioh authorizes Soviet Juutloo to act over the whole world.

Lo

The famous art, 58, parJ 0 aaye:

*In the event of desertion of mili;ary personnel, and fligﬁt aorot
the borders, sll members of his family who are of age, and have
aided in the proparation or oompletion of the treasonable act, o
who quq peon:awu;; or 1t and have not informed the authorities,
are sentenced from 5 to 10 years 1mprieonment and oonftaoatlpn of
all propertyl! a4ll mature members of the traitor's family who have
lived with him, or have been supported by him at the time of the
offense, are liable to loes of voter's rights and deportation to
the remote regions of Siberia for 6 years"

Phe eamans ollﬁw Al thla neavmacmanihh {~ oA .-.'.at not my beoauae lt

' go-n-?hhgg 5 -eem—mmm g




B B L ol il
[ Y
: - 13 -

orders the denunolntion of mewbers of your own family, (democratic lawg

allow the privéleye of not testifylng againut relutiveus) but 8lso beotiysy

sentonocey ull memuvery of tne

+

it sutomatioully oully before the pg;,_gnd
family, whether pulliy or nots -

lhis 1y a typtoal exumple of ocollective responsibility thut 1d wo
oharaocteristlo of o tofhliturlan organization. Let's not forget the
pertect prinolples of german Justioce which sentenced millioas to desath
for being members of a certain race, nor_%g;gnt the deuths of mlliions
of families, Just because one member of the fumily fought against
Naziism. Such 8 law exists now in Russia. nussia adapted that law in
a somewhat different form.

We didn't want to belleve this, until the time that & great number
of aoldier; had personally seen the brutality of ocamps like suchenwald

and Dachau, and we don't want to believe the reality sbout Hussia even

now. But it is 8 faotl A faot established by laws

——— .

An averauge person, scoustomed to the ordofly laws of & demoorsoy,
oannot oomprehend this type of lawlessness which has a legal form. We
cannot believe, that for example, & person who had lived with his family
and hud been a dessrter from the army (in nussia, this is oomparaple to
treason), that his entire famlily, parents, relatives, and even someiimes
a sub-tenunt are sent to prison, the family ie for all tiuwe separated,
and even infants are punished slnoce they are denied parental protecotion
and are sent to orphanages where they are trained as robots, WMf without
heart or soul, without sentiments and other habits of.the ‘rotten
bourgeois',

Art. 58 is the most widely used artiocle in the Soviet. At lesst
80% of all prisoners are mentenodd on it's basis.

Being an inmates of many prisons and labor ocamps, I often asked my

fellow prisonere the reason for their being sentenced. The answer was

‘- 00-B-28495
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. short: "famlly%mber". fhaut 18 & vory ocommonly met 'orime' &nd isn't
even ocommented on by prisoners of Soviet birth, since thut is & thing

taken for xranted and tsn't worth mentioning. rhis was strange only to

thy Wwogtorn peopleu, us Lhoy souldn't comprehen this principle ‘of
"Justice!,
btnuve belnyg relntled to an offender is un offense in {tvelf, and 1is

puntshable by trlal, 1t ton't at all odd thut communistlc zeul attempts

to upoly these‘prlnélples not only in the oogrts,dbut also in evéry
. '.w, S -
phase of 1ife. After all, Soviet law expects and teaches the 'wxter-

mination of oluss enemles'., Bvery right thing Communist, every step of

officlal orguns, und every office 18 authorized to practice the amt of
extermination. In dussia, there Aas been established a custom of
hereditary and collective responsibility whioh is not enoompassed in th
framework of the code, but found in written orders from the ruling powe
On the information sheet of every prisoner or suspect, following
the general rubriocs regarding name, age, and ‘profession, follows a
ques tion not found anywhere else in the world: social extruotion
(sooprotzohoszdsenije). It 1sn'tufound in countries half feudalistis,
but is is found in the country of 'sooial equality’', If & prisoner
finds himself in the unfortunate position of having &8 father who was an
gort of a proprietor or, God forbid, au stute officlal, there is no powe
whioh oouid wreut him from the olutoh of the MVD, After all, the law

defines him as being an 'enemy of the olasses'., Your father was an

enomy, 0 that makes you an enemy.
]

|t

h axists in Rasste peclial clasa of foantaans
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that 18, soraps. There aren't many, it ie true, because they were weed
out by deoree. T[hese few are former proprietors, their families and

thelr descendants. They are deprived of all oitisenship rights, and 4o

not even have the right to serve in the army.
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During the period of intenwe liquidution of ‘onemles of the stute?
1930-32, the newspapers were full of personal proclamuations in which
sond renounced thelir fatherw, eto. . ieater,these proclumutions gomehow
vanished.. Bvidently they uidn't do uny good.

lhe principle of collective responuiviliity im internstionsal
sgpeots Lo ulso seen in the voviet coae. I huve wlreudy cited the oe-
slnntng of art, bu.. [t's lusl ventenoe rewds: 'rhroush the ulght of
internationual solidurity.of interestws ufﬁb&ihworxeru, godnter-revolu-
tlonary uctly ure wlso punisnea, if thoy nrre siued upuinust sny other
woTkeT's uilates, avon thoupri thoy tre ndt oncompuusvu in tne ULlh'.

Purugruph 4 of this urticle reuds:

'Bvidenoe of any help to that part of internutionul oupitulism,

which does not reocognize the squulity of rightu uf’the oommunist {o

ﬂyutgm whioh will repluve the cupitalistgo system, und huutené to

overthrow it, likewise.,....re00gnition of enewles of the Usui

effiolency oarries the posesibllity of lqau of liverty for & period
of time to be not leus Lhan 3 yeurs, on tu the highest meuseure of
state protection, death before s firing squud together with...eto,'

The prescoribeu code does not only concern Yoviet oitizens, but
also ull those who muay at some time find themselves in ua uwphere of
influence of Soviet suthority. Of ocouruwe opposltion to the orgunlizatlor
of u communistio structure is punishuole. ¥For oxumple, the faot that
at one time you pald tuxes proves thut you supported the oapitalistic
struoture, 80 you ure un enemy and suvjeot to punishment.

In order to muake certuin that ull opposition iy unforgotten and
punished, the farsighted Soviet law has in reserve 8till another
ohuraoteristio puragranvh, whioh 1like the others, conflicts with the
prinoiples of demooratio law., Irhis iw par. 13, art. 58,

It upsets the eternal and sighteous xomsn principle: "Justice 18
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‘not retroactive’ /lex retro non agit/. .

This paragraph, translated in lay language for the better under-
standing of the reader, reads mors or less,as: If at any tlma_ygufhad
ever dune unything inocompatible to Soviet law(eg. you served in the
Amer Loan army, therefore you uphedd the oapitslistio organizstion),.
even Choqgh you had saoted according to the luwa of your ooumtry, you
were responsibls to the laws existing in nuseis. The exouse that you
knew nothing of this luw, just as you arvxignbrunt of theé laws on Mars,
{8 not woocepted. You will be tried, beouuse ufter all, the lawe are
written to be abided by. PFPar. 13 exists for sll the world, and fore-
sees ‘measures for oomﬁunity proteotion' in the form of death before a
firing squad, with oonfleoutloﬁ of property as an added possibility!

That isn't all, It may happen, that in spite of suoh far-reaching
laws already olted, s certain action may take place which will not be
qualified to be listed as an offonee'(doepite‘tho existanoe of Par. 1l4).
Oould 1t be possible that there is 8 ohsnce for the aocused to be set
free? Well, let's see what Art. 16 of the oriminal ocode of the RSFSR
says.

‘If this, or sany other aot whioh jeopardizes community welfare ims
unforeseen in the ocode, then the basis and sphere of responsibility
for it is determined by those artiocles of the ocode which deal with
aots similar to the one in question.'

No other oriminal ovodes in the world sllow judging by analogies,
This stems from the spirit of the old Rom#n prinoiple, that there is no
orime if a law 18 not broken. JDemooratio law plainly states that a
person is subject to punishment, only if a lauw forbidding suoch acts,

exists during the commission of such an aot.

If the Bolsheviks adapted this prinociple, it migﬁt happen that

many people would be freed from the threat of arreat. They don't want

Y .
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this to happen. The law has to be feuared.

Doas this law have practioal appliocutions? Obviouslyl
Personally, I was sentenced, -among other reassons, that to the

question of the judge thut as a Polish soldier would 1 filght against

Soviet Huusia I anawered, "I would have fought had I been 80 comménded”,

That answer was underlined in my verdiot as proof of my unwillingness

P

to adjust myself to communism, Hundreds of thousands of Pollsh offi-

olals were sentenced to years of imprisdnment for performing admini-

strative funotions in Poland, during it's independence. Thousande of

polioce were shé@t without benefit of trial simply because they were
police, and therefore, guardiana of the oapitalistic organization. For
proof of this statement, I offer the name of one ocamp in whioch 5,000
polioce were imprisoned during 1959040, from whioh none is left living:
Ostasskow, near Wologdd.

Punishment is meted out for the aots of your futher and forefathers

and for the faot that ybu are living in & non-communistic world.

T
affe VH  An e ofkoo
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CHAPTRR IV
Soviet Humanitarlsm and Justloe
'he dolshevik anti-humanitariasn adminiuvtration &€ Justloce 18 seen
tn:
4] the procedure with infants, children, &na women,
b) the treutment of politicsal prisoners,
o) the tdoluation of the prisoner with regurd to his family,. -
d) the procedure donaling with pardOhc'from the death penalty,
o) the investigating methods, and
f) organization of prisons and slave labor ocamps.
Children and youths do not conetitute any speoclsl exceptions when
the administration of justice 18 oconsidered in the USSR, The ofiminal

code treats these affairs short and oonocismely, devoting two articles

to them in 1t's general purt. art. 12 of Part III, entitled 'Oondrll

Prinoiples of Ponal Polioy', establishes that:
"Minors that have reached the age of 12 and are under suspicion of

comml tting robbo,y, perpetrating an outruge, doing bodily damage, orip-
pling, or committing murder will be‘eubjeot to trial with applioations

of all types of punishment”,
Art. 26 of Part IV, when speaking of proteotive oommunity mesaures

in the first plaoce mentions:

"returning minors to the oustody of parents, guardians, trustees,
relatives, 1f they have the power to restrain them ~ or other indivi-
duals or institutions”,

More frightful than the letter of the law to sentenced childrem,
is the motuality of the sentence. I'll return to that later.

Bquadity of rights for the Soviet woman is seen in her treatment
regarding the adminietration of justioe on an equal basis with men. T

result of this is oynioism and shamelessness in procedures with y¥ the

‘ i A an ey - ) .‘ —‘Tsm' R ,.“ ' N
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female priaonot; in methods of inveetigution, the brutality of gdmin-

lstering punishwent, und i1t 1t's execution. ~Pregnunocy and oure of un

infunt does not enter into the dlutriout}on of punishment. ‘he penult

of death is applied with the same ruthlessness in rexurar Lo & woman 4

8 mun, Lhe slon und tho ageu ure tro..lod Just vy ruthle:zusly. the onl
exveption established for pregnant women and thosy under lb yeurs lis
that the -deuth sentence oun not be applieu to them /art. -c< of the

K

oriminal vode/. ey .
aipolitical or counter-revolutlonsary prisoner of the “oviet iw
treuted & great desal worse then 4 common orininal. <+his favoring of
oriminals wus not only establisheu throﬁghnpraotioo, but it results fr
the principles of colleotive responsiblility. If the fauther of & orimi

nal was not a proprletor, then by reason of his proletariat descent, h

is consldered a viotim of the capltalistic syvtem, sand for that reason

s

merits leniency from the proletariat courts.

4 prisoner in nussisa 18 denied the pri;iloge of comnunicating witl
bis family not only during the time of investigation, but even during
his entire prison term. He ocannot even let them know he had been
urrested, or to what prison he 18 confined.

Ihe Soviet prisoner has no possibility to ocompluin of abbuses
practiced by the prison superintendeant or the investiguting orgun.
Bvery oomplulnt'muut go through the prison ochief, and the prisoner oan
not check whether it had been delivered. If it should huppen that a
proocurator visits the cell vlock, then no one will be wuo tbdughtlees as
to voloe 4 grlevunvce thut had not gone through the prison ohief.

aotual loas of ultlzonuhlb rightuy daoaes not start when & verdiot ie
bandud down, out from the moment of arrest by the MVD, |

During the time of investigation, the most brutal methode are used

to foroce a confession. <These methods do not yield in anything, and in

% L 00-R-2RK0G - s - .‘ ‘_Mnm foda’ ,:.'_a...-.-_ U
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some ocases surpass the notorious methods of Hitler.

NI 2o o8 A AAORIINT IR AR, S Lo

Particularly glaring anti-humanitarianism is seen in the proocedu

and treatment of the prisoner sentenced-to death. Antioipation of a

pardon while walting for confirmation of the verdict may lust months,

fhe prisoner iu kept in the death cell sll thls while, in an atmbsphe

conduolve to madness.

So oaliéd reformatory labor camps, und in particular conoentrati
oumps, - disregarding diffioult olimut®e Gondltions - Bre so organize

that only those prlsoners that haveea strong phyeicul oconetructlon oa

The main tayk_gf these

——

survive in them for any great length of time.

labor onmps in the masus blologloal extermination of enemies of the

oommunistio purty.

L

.
" - . .
b rATAY A Asveee | ‘ s . : -

-




- 2] - -
o =
CHiPMR V
'he Outprowth of Bxtra-Judloisl Justice
fhe furalphted sind fur-ro-chine Soviat law, which even forsees the

apoltceation of woviat lawu on terrain not yol ambroace  with voviot

'justtoo' iy not the only orgun of Judgmont in the UbSR. wn institutior
which Lty mlshtter and more formidable thun tho luw &snd cons tttution

combinod oxtuts tnmthe USSH,  This tnutitutton te kneov as 'Ministeorium

Wnutrennych 0lel' - rhe Ministry of Internsl affuire - the lust incor-

. ».w,,,..A 3
porstion of the notorious 'Czexa’, -

In spite of art, 11< of the Soviet vonstitution which estublishes
that 'judges are independent, they are subject only to the laws', the
court with 1t's rules is not the principad institute dispensing Jjustice,
At least 90% of the 'justioe' meted out to political prisoners is in the
power of the MVD, beyond the realm ofmthe court.

The MVD i{s the communistic vanguard of urmeu revolution and Soviet
rule, and keeps an eye on the politival trenu of thought of it's oiti-
zeny, regurdleas of whether they are members of the communistuparty,
the military, or government offiocials, Lhe MVD received legal recog-
nition from the Bxecutive Central Coumittee of the USSR, whioh although
being unoconstitutional, neverthaless in genersal praoctice hus more
meaning and 18 more important than the legsl oourts. The praotice of
extra-judiolad justice 18 more wide-spread and more severe than the
legul kind of Juatloe.

The demooratio estruoture also has 1it's extra-judioul justioce - the
administrative., However, the adminisirative fines ure wo unimporiunti,
and oomprise only & small categgry of offensves that only & emall per-
oentage of people are concerned with the existanoce and activity of this
Minor traffio violators, inebriated disturber'se of the peace,

organ.
and oreator's of a public nuisance feel the activities of administrative

[ R LR L L
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laws through thée payment of u fine, or & duf of urrest. ,

[he Soviet method of uvdministrative justiloe 18 so universul and
handles such a wide sphere of offenses, that the greutest percentage of
tho oconvioted ts through the efforts of the LVD, and these sentence
runge for many, @any yeurs,

I'he pructices of the MVD were never, in sny place, publiocly pro-
olatlmod and no ona,- with the exception of s small group othusgilgt—
pure:il und the heads of the MVD, xnows .tyeir extent and whut areas 1t
oomprises. Bhey are 80 extensive and so speoial, that they decide over
11ife in the USSR, | |

2ven though gnof one has heard of, or doeen't know what these
practices are, {t does not prevent the authorities fromvpunlehlng the
people for their violation. And that is flaw'. Soviet jurisdioction
doed not suy that in order to aoquire legal power of suthority it is
;eoeaaurx to publish the fasot. Why should 1t?

Soviet legislation does not olearly define the differenoce between .
law and a disposition or order. In the West on the other hand, a dis-
position must bé supported by a law Binding the power, and mnst be
publiocized.

Mhe praoctiosl consequence of this prinoipal of Soviet legislation
is that the entire udminiuvtrative subordinate sotivitynis not objective

rule, but & politicul aim.

The might of the MVD, and 1t’s terroristio character, is based on

these peculiarities of Soviet leglelation,
It {8 oleur that this aotivity is an 1llegul one whioh endows

Soviet justioe, and the entire communistio 8yt tem, ad"ibaolutoli)rg_

-~

1
actionary,charuaocter,

’

We do not know the rules which the MVD follows, but we do know the

results of their 'labor', asnd these enable us to put forward the asser-
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tion, that not the courts, but the MVD {4 the muin institution of

dispensing justioce.
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KSPIUNAGE & TROTSSYISM

The Rusalan Authoritlies ocame to the vonolusion that it wasen't
enough to deul with esplonsge in the oriminal ocode, 80 they gneprtod
the means of fighting it tn their Constitution. art. 133 of the
US5n Constitution (1936) reads as follows:

"Traason, breuoh of oath, golng over to tne side of the
en;ﬁy, ééuelng damage Lo the mllitury power ofﬂzhe
nation's euplonuge system, urg.panishable with the full
severity of the law, as the gfeutest orime "

Art,. 68, par. lA‘and 1B of the oriminal ocodv s8tates the maximum
punishment for orimes speocified in art. 1, 2, and 3 £x of the
Constitution. This 1s clear and understandable, and woald need no
diasoussion were it not for it's appliocations in speocifio inatanotl.
during the existance of these particular artioles,

The specific naming of the oapionage snd,anbo%ago act in the
Constitution, and it's onroroomont, creuted a special complex re-
garding aogovagdf\ The result of this complex is the indubitable
faot thut in no other country in the world are there so many sentenced

L e o
for sabetuge as in Kussia., (and, unfortunately, do we kmow as 1little
about any ocountry as we know about rusdia). Industrial -:SJZEQ;ﬁfE
dealt with the sasme as the military, and there is» no difference in

the punishment. This complex brought about the oconclusion, that in
[ Bis WA
the eyea of the law, every alien who 18 not a oo;txanr, is at least

- - vt oy v oF tatary. w11l hoaocoms or

m~enm S AN A amd mam
a Sanidilave 9 eaae v v a Vi LT LTL, WILLaA Uooouas A Rmesvan

nus
Ly L

I d1d not meet a single alien who 4id not have a psragraph dealing
with esplonage affixed to his verdiot. Nearly all Kussians having
contaoct with aliens, even aocidental, are in slave labor ousmps as

Q. ¢ W ‘
aples. Pereonully I was sentenced u'lro ihﬁd that becaunse I was

'a messenger of the Frenoh intelligence, together with General B8i-
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korski's band; and in oontaot with the English-American ocounter-
intelligenoe (81030, atrived to overthrow with force, the Soviet
organlzation”, I personally knew a Soviet engineer who was lm-
prisoned in a8 aluve 1ab?r camp for many ye;ru, becuause he hud
bought an arithmetioc book from & German consulate offioclel for -
60 rubles (about 10 dollars), He was sentenced to 6 ysars im-
prisonment. The verdiot was motivuted because 'the sum was &0
small, that there is no doubt that he mu§3 hu!e glven secret in-
formation in addition to the money'. He ;:: sentenced by the MVD,
and .the offiolal eharge was, 'suspected of esplonage'. I ocould
name hundrodu of such oases.

Another morbid complex of Soviet Justice is ITrotskyism,

The official Bolshevik doctrine defines Trotskyism as a radiocal
leftist dootrine, depending on & program of permanent revolution,
supported on one side againat ocapitalis, and from the other side
against extrememmationalism, The theoretiocal difference between the
opinions of_Trotnky and Stalin depende on this, that Trotsky held
out for the first plan for world revolution, holding Russia as an
example, internal atrife in oapitaliastic countries. Stalin resolved
to oreate sooclalism in one ocountry, whioh having been aococomplished,
he would have started a revolution relying on his army.

The interpretation of Trotskyism by the MVD is very extensive.
For the MVD, a Trotskyite is not only a follower of Trotaky, but he
1a in faot every Oommuniast and non-Communist whoudéol not adhere to
the politiocal 1line of 8talin. All foreign Communists who do not
scknowledge the authority of the Oominform, or have no oontast with
1t, are Trotskyites, and sooner ‘or later, at the earliest possibdle
time, find themselves imprisomed. I frequently met hundreds of Poles,

Osechs, Rumanians, and Nungariams, who were true Communists, and

yot found themselves in Boviet prisoas.
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Inoidentally, I oan add that Soviet legislature passes out

extremely high sentences for orossing the border, regardless of

-

whether it be leaving or entering Russjia. Leaving Kussia is oon-

slidered treason, and oan be punishable by death. Illegal entranoce

into fussia 18 punishable by not less than 3 years imprisonment-

in & s8lave labor osmp. More often than not, the sentence is from
6 to 8 yeara, whioch is tantamount to a 1life sentence.

This ocomplicated Soviet justioce: 4y-ele reason for the Iron

. cam——r

Curtain,

il dad
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odaP ¥n VII
The Juatifiostion of the Koonomio System

The praoctlonl applioation of sll these laws, and ubove ull, tne
extru-judlcal Justloe Ly the cuuse of the lmprisvonment of frow 10 to 1b
million peorson in thm Soviet wussis. [Fhis huge urwy of common sluves )
forced to 1300{ for,pho venefit of the orgunicution, lkterug}y for uu
plece of orend, und vonstitutes a greal fuoituor in the evonomic Byéigm of
the Soviet. It very rudioally solves mgggﬁééonomic probiems, go I'11
only name: &) the dumping of policiéal traffic on foreign marxketis,
b) the unemployment situstion, and o) the development of baokward.laxag.
The ohespness of lmbor permits competition in the world markets. Since
it has been in force, modern slavery has helped solve a problem that has
always been a difficulty for qapitaliatic countries - the unemployment
problem. The lack of laocorers is being felt 1iun nusbia, and they are
foroed to un ever greater reuch into the womuan's reserve. Wwomen &re
employed in ever widening spheres of labor,

fhis great demsnd on lubor would bring usbout 8 greut migrution of
luborers in & search for greater employee benefits and better pay, which
in reality oconstitute better living and oclimatio conditiona. To a¥oid
this, Rueslian law forblde the voluntufy change of residence and place
of employment.

The rules governing punishment for tardiness snd absenteeism are
8l8o very severe, [he decree of 1940, with prudent foresight, states
tha gevere puninnmeani for léaving & p or haing late
for work. The law desling with 'absenteelsm' estublishes the fine for
missing one day of work, without a legitimate exvuse, at a loss of Eb»
.pay for & period of 8ix months. A repetition entails a punishment of
six monthe of labor without pay in & labor cump, A third 'absence’ 1is

tantamount to en act of industrial subotage aud is liadble to art. 658
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per. 14, and theoretioslly is punishable with the full penalty, 1nolud1n8

death, but in general practice & sentence of 8 years in & labor ouamp 1le

-

’

me ted out,

Begtldes tauprisonment itu prisons und sluve labor osamps, there is a
wideupread practice in Russia of foroed migrution of people, and ;ven
entire populations,. to Siberisa snd Centrul asia. <This aotigp is d;qta-
ted by two motives: nuatlonsl politics, und qoonumlo plunse for oon?e&ting
the Soviet into u compast Buropeun-uﬂiéitg'Aﬂtlon. For khe realization
of suoh # great reovullding, & vust terrsin has to be colonized. The
needed colonists are reoruited from the smaller nations as Poland, Lith
uaania, Lorea, Usbeok, and above above all, the Ukraine. The offiolal
statistics of the Soviet show uswmthat the lessening of the namber of
Ukranisns in the Ukraine from 1930-1940 to be greater than 10 million.,
It ts true that in those yeurs about 4 million died from starvation, bat
there had also been a nsatural birth lnorease, (one of the largeet in the
world), so that it oan be boldly stateu that within 10 years about 12 to
15 million people had been forcefully displaced from the Ukraine.

History is being repeated in the mass displacement of pereons aoco-
.ording to the examples of medievad and anclient times. The R0th century
is reliving the epoch of 8lave truffio. . It 18 happening in the 'most

progressive nation in the world', which has the 'most liberal constitutio

in the world’, und the ‘most humanitarisan law'.
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CHaPIER VIII

Oonolusions

The conveyed analysis of certaln points of the Bolshevik criminal
code, and artiocles of the fussian oconstitution, which speak of iho
organs for dispensing justice, gives authority to draw the followiqg
oonolusions: .

The disp;hsiné'of justice in the USSR has nothing in ;Smmon’ﬁifh
the demoorutio principles of Jjustioce sinops. -

l. It has a Jjudiocial relative charsoteristioc, and in practioce,
above all, an administrutive one.

2, It has teohniques of aunthorative execution.

3. It 18 8 technique used for the realization of world revelution,

4. It 18 an aotivity regulating the demands of labor, lndisponpublo
to the discharge of extensive investigating duties organised through
the eatate.

6. It 18 the reformatory-educating agensy that has a8 it'se aim
the mdjmxtimxg adjustment of non-communistioc persons to 1life in a

worker's state,
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Ran? III

ORGAN I LA fIONS ADMINIOL HEaING JULLICE
Teohniques of Investigntions and Yourt Procedures
CHaPR I
Judiotal Orgunizationn

Art, 104 of the voviet gopnstitution:
"The final law ocourt is the Supreme court of the USSR It super -

vises the activitles of all judiolsl orgmne in the USSR.-uand the Unlted
depublics®
Artv, 103 of the gonstitutions '

fSupervision over all ocourt aotivity is performed at the dlreotion
of the people's assessor (narodnyoh zasiedatiele)), exoceptingin the
tnstances specifiocally set apart by law',

Art, 112 of the gongtitution:

*Judges are independent, and subjeot only to the law’,

The asutonomy of United Repudblic oourte is preserved in the Jjudi-
ocial authority organization. This principle however, does not apply to
the appointment of a prosecutor. Probooutore of Hepublios of the union
have the right to sppoAnt distriot proseocutors, and minor officials, bat
only with the approval of the Supreme Prosecutor of the USSR, Eaoh
Republio hus individusl oriminal oodes. This 'individuality' is seen
{n the numbering of the code with thelr identiounl contents in the RBFSR

vode.

The ndded tablae portrays the aoctual Soviet judlioal orgunisation
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Mnlmuont :
The Supreme Council of a depablic, depending on it's place in the

system, 1sachosen for a term of 5§ years by the Lupreme Court.

Territorial Jndgdﬁn(bddntffﬁwﬁﬁah£};>§hd dlutriot) are choben for
5 yeur terms8 by 8 worker's Deputy Council.

Judges for public courts are elected by secret basllot in regiénal
eleotions for a 4 year term.

The Ohief Proaeoutor of the USSR 1is chosen for a 7 yoar term by
the Supreme Council of the USSR, lﬁ?ﬂ"

The Chief Prosecutor names the prosecutor for each depublio to
serve 5 years, |

With the approval of the Chief Prosecutor, the proseoutor of a

Republic names regional prosecutors for 5 year terms.

Independent from the above organisation, are the military cow ta
whioh funotion under the pretext of an administrutive-military division.
Besides this, there are temporpry Revoluntionary Tribukals (Rewtrybdbunsaly)

operating, acocountable to the highacourts.
On the other hand, Art. 102 of the constitution presents speocial

courts in the USSR, which were enacted on the recommendations of the
USSR Supreme Court. It was this type of court that judged the ocase of
inthOSOWIkl and his asssociates, the noted ocuse of the 16 aocused Polish
repressntatives of the underground government, and many oases of this
type.

If the above mentioned articles were the only articles of the
'oonntitution, it wouldn't be possible to hage any reeervations rogirding
the organisstion of Soviet judiocature. Other articles of this consti=
tation exist, whioh faoctually ocanocel the right of autonomous ooar;l in

individaal Republiocs, as well &s ocourt independence.
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HR‘ ':.'hil. 11! .d 116 plainly state, that p’ooutorl of the Unitod
Republios or dlstrlote whioch are "autonomous®, are named by the @ier

USSB Prosecutor. It is olear then that this nhau antonony 1s dut .
whioch oconfirms the praotloo of oentrallising Judloial dntlo.
The independence of thejudges is also illustrated in the limit of

their terms (5 years, and in some cases, 3).

It was stated that judgee are eleoted. Actuaslly, they are appointe

einoce the selection of jndges by the Sun;gggdﬂonnoil of the USSR ocan be
synonomous with appointment by the party whioh has the deoling voioe in

all thlngl .
The eleotion of Jndgol for the people's court (the lowest court)

-

~—

takes place acoording to the well kmown formulc applied l? the eleotions
of Soviet deputies. Agoording to it, eleftions are general, without
intervention, equal, secret, but....you ohoose....only one delegatel
"This is inocomprejensible to demooratio nations, but entirely natural in
Russia. Unions or organisations {1n which th; deoiding faotor is evi-
dently and solely communistio) present only one ocsndidete, and so it is
possible to hold general and secret eleotions. The party candidate has
an essared viotory, sinoe thereis absolutely no ono.to oppose him,

I repeat: it is incomprehensible, but universally practiced in the
USSR, Preeenting the faot that Soviet eleotions are not real elections
is 8ll that oan be done - there 18 no ocounsel to be given,

Another oondition exists that permits the assurance that the so
oalled independent courts are not really independent at all, There is
another inatitution in Soviet Hussia whioh has wide pfcro;ativo of
justive. Ihis the the 'Ministerium Wnutriennyoh Diel' (MYD formerly
known a8 NLVD),

I'he praocticea of this institation are so oxtensi;e that they ocompe

'letely cancel the essenoce of §:t. 112, at the same time
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- of the entire ‘iot jastice upparatus. -
There 18 no doubt: Soviet justice rests in the haunde of two insti-
tutions, the Ministry of Justice, and the MVD,
The oompotoﬁ’oy of these two institutlons e not clearly set .dloin.
In any ocawe, this oan not be determined due to the indistlnot wording ot
the oriminal conduct code. Fundamentally it oan be acoepted, that. the
courts pronounoe aentonce for offenses 1iated in the orlminal oodo, and
the MVD eliminatel {ndividuale and groupe that are 'dungerous or dotri-

mental to the ocommunity’. ‘

From reuding the text, attention to certuin artioclesof the oriminal
conduct code show that 'apeoial ordera!ilx: give the functionaries of
the MVD special priveleges. These orders probably define the sphere of
sotivity for the MVD, but they are so aooret.‘they are nof known gene-
rally, and least known in demooratlc nations.

Betablishment of any aocurate boundaries is unlikely. Besides, it
.-oonlathst'thia is a doudtful question even td the interested instita-
tions, We will have to judge by oilorVutibn &8s to the who, when and
whyfore of Soviet arrests, investigations and conviotions.

The basis that Soviet law is & tool of the revolutionists results
in the differentiation between oriminal and politiocal offenses. 4s a
consequence of thfa, different organs engage in their review.

Before discussing the techniques of the Soviet judloiary, it has to
be ltrclaod that the most often enocountered offense is counter-revolutio
whioh is of & politiocal nature. Therefore it behooves us to discuss the
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This easential for the oomprehension of the baokgronnd and dinonlionl of

the politiocal terror, constitating the true essence of national 1i® in

the Soviet.
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Bxlnting without interruption sinace 19‘7, M. V. D. 1is the

fourth in a series of names given to an organisation whioch has
been in existance sinoce 1917, Tho  founding father of this ine.
stitution 1s Felix Dsiorzynuki; one-time head of the Bxtra-
ordinary Commission 'Ozerezwyosajnoj Komieji CLRKA', After
‘CUBKAT, 1t was known as the GPU *Glawnoje Bolitiol;ckojc
rawlonljo',u The name waas then ohanged to N<KVD 'Narodny)
misariat Wnutriennyoh Piel', only to'ﬁ3”ffkorod, after the
war, to the more 'domoor;tio' MYD "Ministerium Wnutriennych Diel",
The sphere of aotivity .of the iidiltry of Internal Affaire
is oonsiderably..broader than in sny demooratio nation. The head
of the M. V. D,, belidol baving the oonfirmed right- of a Minister
of Interior, alao han broad prerogatives rollting to the charaoter-~
istiocs of the legal administration. In 1941, the rapid growth ot
the former BKVD, ocaused the oreation of the Ministry of Btate Bee
ocurity, 'Kbnilariat’Oolndsrlwionnoj Besopasnoati' NXDB, This Mi-
nistry, formerly known as the Oonnlglariat, andertook the task of
exposing counter-revolutionists, and offenses against art., 88 of
the oriminal code, as well as safeguarding National and Military
seourity. The faot that a separate Ministry hnd'to be oreated %o
guard against ects aimed at only one artiole ofuthe orimindl oode,
givea us an idea to the great number of people involved in saeh -
scta, The name of this Ministry is not as universally kmown as the
0ld name, therefore I will use the known name in referine to tha
organization exeouting oontrol over life within Russia, .olbafilc.
revolution, and being the same as the arm of Btalin, the parsy,
or, who prefers, the proletariat, " \

Minister Berii was the head of M. V. D, until 1941, whea .
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Mgl.apkow took oharge. He was however, direotly lisble to peripl,
s0 muoh so, that it oan be said Berili is the big boes of M. V. D.
The main task of M. V. D, {s their fight sgainst counter@revo-~
lutionists, and -dp"oa.kln”g' trath?ai1{y, with all sotivities dirsoted

against the absolute powers of Stalin. No one on esarth has 1tlhe

@lightest doabt that Stalin 1s & diotator, and needsany explanation
of the statement.

Very ofto; I l; oonfronted with tho?qtiutlon: "Why“dgeen't‘"“
the Hussian nation rébol against tﬁo Bolahovlk party. It's not
over 3 million etrong?!”

I never heard that question in Hussia. This qnestion oan
only be posed by a oltizch of & demooratio nation, who does not
understand the mentality and ethics of the Russians. ‘Biing raised
in an atmosphere of freedom, he cannot dbelieve n;ny of the revel-

. ations about the U. S. S. H. . '
It has to be understood, that in it's fight against couanter-

revolutionism, the M. V. D. discharges it's duties remarikably well

because it has at it's disposals
1. B8oviet law,
2, An ardy of informers,
3. A speocial branoch of the internsl M. V. V. army,

4. Private equipment to handle their own railroad transe
portation, river traffio, and ships sailing under the
green and white flag. .
6. Private telephone lines, independent of those in
- general use,
The management of these media creates a government within a
government, and possesses rights unheard of in other parts of the

world. Bven the Gestapo, had neither such means, nor such rights

at 1s's aisposal. B SRTT S
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The wording of the entire oriminal code, and in partiocular,
arts. 9 and 68, is so ingeniously thought ocut, that fundamentally
every oltlizen of tha U. 8. B. R. gan be uf;oatod and oconvicted ‘on‘
any pretext,

[t must not be forgotten that 'the manner &nd confirmation
of arresta by th; M. V. D.' together with 'the manner &nd super-
vision of lnvostlgatlon of those brought bersre the M. V: .t
consists of a apecial order specifioslly eatablished fér thisnpur-
pose., a8 I mentioned before, these speciusl orders have not been
disclosed to.the populace 8ince they are as seoret as all the
aotivities of the M.'V. Ve

Beaides the oourts normally subjeot to the linistry‘of Justioe,
the M. V. ». orders seoret triales as deoreed by the administration,
" whioch 18 under it's immediste power. In 19365, when Jesow was the
officer in charge of !‘VD,.& queial Tribunai of [hree was instie
tuted in Mosoow for the aolo-purbose of hastening the destruotion
of the ‘enemies of the people’. This was at a time when there was
an espeoiélly atrong movement of terrorism, and the courts were
physiocally unsble to handle their obligations, Up to 1938, this
Tribunal had the right to pass & death-sentengo, eyen a8t & secret
¥xfal. After the 1iquidation of Jesow, the aotivities of the
Tribunal were ourtailed, and the name changed to the Speoial College
"Osoboje Sowieasozanije’, henoce the shortened 0880, It is still
funstioning, but does not hand out sentences of morewuthan 8§ years.
It does, however, take full sdvantage of it's power, and the
nameral 8 appears on most of 1t's conviotions,

Tne MVD is given it's information as to whom shall be arrested,
by & large army of informers oalled 'seksoty', - 'l;krotnyJAlotrnd-

nik', that 18, seoret sasistants.
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Art. 91 of the Soviet oriminual conduol code says: 'the Houroces
nged to deteot oriminal oonduct are:
1. Deolarutions of ocltizens, associations, and orgsan-
x£.,01%1 p
{zations,

2, Informstion of governmentul institutione und govern-

ment workers,
3, .Self-soousation.
4. Proseocutor's motion. e |
5. The mmowlaedge of the invostiguting orgunization, the
presiding judge or- the ocourts,’
The information is divulged at headquarters. Soviet judiolial law
presumes that a person mentioned in an accuser's report, and there-
fore being under suapioclon, is guilty. These reports pl;oo the
populsce in jeopardy. If the moocused had not yet committed a orime,
| he may have thought of committing one. Since the thought, und the
deed, are both puniahable alike, the aoounnn& is antomatioally
Judged. The astringent appliocation of th§ law acts as a measure of
prevention. It will always be a moot question whether a person has
the inolination to ocommit a orime or not. The Soviet oourts do noi
stop to oonsider this. Of oourse it is difficult to oconjeoture
whether a person wants to oomhit a orime, endeavors to push his plans
to completion, or {f thaut ima®t the oase. whether or not he had the
inolination to ocommit & orime. That is the orux of the maétter,
In the Russian ocourss, the agoused has to prove that he had

no intentions of orime. Zinis i& vezy &ixficuls $c &c, ithspsfszz Lt

is pretty certain that onoce arrested, his guilt is a certainty.

Ag soon aa a report is made on him, his not only is under suspioion,

bat guilty aa oharged.
In Soviet Russia, informers are as common as liee.

T wd iy
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The schoolf of Hussia ha;e courses on the subject of divulghng
information. Uhildren are raised in the belief that informing on
any one {s 8 virtue, and s duty of a Soviet ocltizen. art. 68, pex.
l:, of the oriminal oode portainn to all souroces of information
deuling with oontemplated or oompleted orime. Therefore & Soviet -
oltizen trests the giving of information a& a completely natural
nnd Justifisble aot. 'If I don't inform, someone else will, and 1t
13 entirely poselible thatuthey will deﬁgkﬁaj me' - is the normﬂl
chain of thought of an average Soviet oitizen,

fhe aruy of informers is counted in the millions. They are.
reoruited from the ranks of voluntary informanta, or the compulsory,
The voluntary ones are the ideal Communists, those that believe
informing is a8 virtue, or weak oharaotered indiyiduall.

The compulsory informers, without exception, are, hotel mmnagers,
keepers of rooming houses, 8ll faotory manugement dealing with
personnel, captains of ships of the fleet, members of the worker's
unions, every third member ‘Zomsomolu' the young peoples party, all
members of the Communist party, pofitloal aruy workers, sdminis-
trative personnel of the 'Xolohosow' oolleotive farms, eto.

For the investigation of all possible proof of reasistance, the
MVD has at 1t's disposal, speolal detachments of an inéernal army
not subordinste to the regular army. 4#ocording to the eatimates of
Sertain Soviet oltisens (who at one time held highnoffices, and lateér
were nQntonood t0 many years of imprisonment with mee To mention
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General), the MVD army numbers more than £ million persons. This
*Wnatriennyje Wojska MVD' constitutes a ltrong poadi-ttn. ar-y'ogpilnf
whioh the Hussian oitisen will not rebel, as oan be teatified by the
{nsurreotion in 1932, 1938/6 in the Ukraine and ououu. aad alse

in the war agsinst Oorw in 1948/8. lmril..ﬂ‘do.mm.'y ‘
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are now h.lné afidertaken in the Bouthcrn-Ali;tio oountries.
During the war the MBD was equipped with firet rate meochine

guns, flame throwers, Panser units,-and t;nxn, and had been assigned

the duties of boarder patrol té prevent escapes, and 10 suppress

any rebellion. Ihis may not have been universally known, but 1is

not and never wus & #seorst to the sverage nussiun soldler. Nelther

i Lt a eeoret that the reserve army 1w prulqad in the remocte

" .

seotions of the country, and is unarmed. arms were distributed only

for target practice, Rifles and smmunition were brought in by the

MYD, and taken awuy again after practios. Iroopes ordered to the
front, very oftemr rods unarmed, and aiways without sammunition. Only
after orosaing the proteotive MVD lines 4id they rQooivo‘full battle
equipment. Obviously Boviet propaganda hid this fact very oarefully.

- This seoreoy was poseible, when you realize that foreign ocorres- |
pondente were unable to croas theee lines.

Other detachments of this army perform duties us prison guards,
and guhrda in salave labor oamps,

Full liberty of operations, independent of othetr administrative
agenclies of state, a8 well a8 ocertain connections are assured the

"MVD byy private means of transportation, private telephone lines,
and numerous raudio stations.

The MVD handles the administrution of prisons ‘uarsad Glowny
Wiesienniotwa', camps "Gulag!, and politicallyntends displaced
persona 'seslaniem’.

The RKKM 'Rabooso-Kreatijaskaja Krasnaja lilioj@'. whioh is
equivalent to.our pollice force, is under the Jnrisdiotidn of the
MYD, Obviously, it’s duties aren't a fraotion as important ss the
MVD, 'These duties oconeist ohiefly in keeping public order, sand

apprehending oriminals. In meny oriminal caseas, for reasons une
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! known to me, the MVD will oonduct oriminal investigations withoat
the aid of the police. TIhe police never investigute politioal
cases, These are invesilguted by the MVD, with 80» of them going
thra the 03830, l )
Before the MGB was eliminated, it was responaible to the MVD
for the purpose of training spies for duty in foreign military and

politioal parties. ' [his was the most extensively orgaunised system -

of sples in the world. } ) e
Who 1is the MVD subject to? 1
aooording to the letter of the law, control over the MVD ought

to be handled by the high counsel of the USSR, but that isn't so.
Contrarily, the members ofuthis ocounsel are subjeot to close obser-

vation by the organization whioh theoretiocully the ocontrol. aoctually

the MVD is responsible to no one but S8talin,
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Ms thods of Arrests
The arreataot indlvldualamaqapooted of committing & oriminal off-

ense usre performed by the militia., The foundsation for such arrests..is

Art, vyl oou. lhe forulittes assoolated with Lthese urrests Are more or
lews slmilar to those in demooratic nations,.

Arrests performed through the MVD present & different ploture, -
In thedve cawves, the binding faotors are "Dp'a'o“iul orders'.”

4dn order for arrest is not necessearily a‘,ttributod to the ocompletion
of an attempted act., It is universally imown that there were instances
of persons being arrested who were unknown by the MVD, 1In Soviet oocon-
pled ocountries (Lithusnia, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, etc.) there wéro
masgs raids on the streets, and in publio places, Ln.whioh al]1l pexr sons
were arrested and after being transported to the MVD headquarters, |
segregation took place. It was customary to hold all that did not
possess personal 1dentification, together with arrivale from other
loocaditiesw, |

Arreats of individuals were &lao performed. This was usually & ne
by either uniformed or non-uniformed agents of the MVD accosting pede~
strians who had stopped to converse. They would be individuslly ques-
tioned on the toplio of their conversation. If their answers were the
same, they'd be told to move on - if not, they were arrested. The reason
for arrest was that theynhad been oarrying on a counter-revolutionary '
Yoonversation', or ocomplaining or existing oonditions or conspiring.
Uonepirators usually sgreed before hand, that in the interruption by an
agent of the MVD, they would each say that they had been discussing s
£1lm. Inoidently I'll add, the Bolsheviks were a;toniuhod at the interes!
shown in films by s large perocentage of the citisens in oocoupied ocountrie:
Generally the arresting agenoy hastens %o explain that it operates onm
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the prinuviple of luw und presents the arrested person with an ordar for

arrost stgned by the prodecutor, It {v & gommon prectice however, to

have u delay of umuny weexs, or aven & discentinuance. This osn be.
called an 'accldentul' urrest,

From ovsarving tine sotivities of the NaVo, either in boviet Russia
or tn Boviet oocoupled vountrias, depenuting on the polttiosnl situation,
Hrrouty ure pertormed oy & 8peoifio plun prepured vy the hisber-upse
for uny eventuulity. [he democratio inﬁé}pfiiution of the law remsines
the suma, but in itussila the luws ure flaxible and elastio. fhis edus-
tloily Lv endowed through art. 16 oc which introduces trisls by analogy,

The MVD always has a prepared list stating who shall be arreeted
for any oause. [laking into oonsideration the period of 1936-7 a8 a
time of speoifically intense terror, we can risk at@ting that the keys
to arrests are : Trotexyites, malefauctors, spies, and persons having
any contact with friends or relatives in other countries. s8 I pre-
viously stated, the Trotuxy idea is as widespread in Hussis as malefao-
tion and epying. It 18 no wdnder then that for every 'Trotekyite' or
other 'spy' a g;oat number of persons find themselves on the road leadir
to prison. Thie isn't at all 1llegal for Soviet law, through co Art, 7,
permits the upplication of punishment not only 'to persons that have
comnitted an aoct detrimental to public safety', but also to thoee that
'present a danger' through their oonneotions with & oriminal environment
or for paat activities.

The moment of arrest depends on the politiocal eituation.,

The MVD, working on the asaumption ihat it°e aotivities ought to be
seoret, performs most of it's arrests under oover, preferadbly at might.
The ingenulty used in oamouflaging it's activities i{s very great and is
applied ewpecially in the methods used to oombat anti-communism, 4n

individual that 1s under suspioion is usunslly olllod into an offioe

-
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wlbptronuy n« or offliolal business, generally the Militis offioe,

and finde an agent of the MVD walting for him. In the ssme way, diplo-

matio at‘uohn-»-Amd-"porlonnn-d.&%@@{}pnbuo, eye are recallad to Moeoow.

If an arrest takes place at the home of the prisoner, the &agents
of the MVD usually attempt to reassure members of the fumily that the
cause of arrest is minor and that' after explanations are given he will

be releagesd, . Evidently no one beliesves this, but everyone.has 8.ray

. S
of hope that in this particular incident, Yhe MVD agents dre speaking

the truth,
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INVRSTIGATIONS

In every demooratioc country respeoting de Jur!;and de faoto‘
independent trials, investigations sre for the purpose vf deter-.
mining the oxaot‘fuutu;‘lTﬁ;ﬁ::;w;o thl;: is thoiguLhoang of hvi-'
dence to inoriminate the aoocused, as well as to helping asoquit
the unjustly acoused. Only after gathering all the evidenoce, do
the tnventiguting pffioofu present their aoousations, If:}boro ;0:
nonevidenoce, ;ho o;uo is dropped, and the agoused is freed. ?hibi
trial 1tself, is the result of an aocua;:I;;, and haa-ﬁg it's aim,
the eatablishment of the faots of oriminal offenses. The oourt
works freely and independently of the 1nvoutlgstiné offioers, and
only judges by the faota and evidence collected during the trial of
the aocused. The accused is judged only after all evidence has deen
collected and presented.

Similar precepts may be found inmthe Soviet oriminal oconduot
code, and similar practioe in Soviet courts whiochupreside over
oriminal oaases.

However, Soviet justice works in an entirely different manner
1f the oase 18 of a political nature.

In these instances, the Soviet inventigation is a funotion
which has a8 it's aims:

a. The unoovering of an offense.

b. Inoriminating people that aren't necessary to the regime.,

o. Uonvinoce the acocused that he had committed an offense.

4. Foroa A confasstion from nim,

o Prepare
o. JeYfdrd the writ of aoousation,

There 18 a popular saying in Hussia, "to attach an artiocle”.
The oriminal code is attached to the guilty as well as the not guilty.

The result of this 18 that the 'arrested is alwuys guilty’,

-
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When the i’lstlgutor oan not find proonf guilt, he looks for

other inoriminating acts whioch suit his own oconvenienve, snd lsater on

-~

he will send {t to & superior oourt or the Speoigl U01108“}“‘ MVD
(0830), . - l )

The uuperior uvourt relies on the aot of mocusation and ondouvprs
to prove the prdsoner’'s guilt. 4 guilty plea is unquestlonable proof
of gullt, and is the basis of sentence. The 0330 always ;gliee
exolusively o; mat;rial evidences of iqz%33$gatlon. andjpans judé;mont
in absentia administratively.

When there is no proof of gullt, the accused has to provide, and
prove, his own alibi of igkooanoo.

The real spirit of Russian justice glves rise to many known
Russian aneodotes. Nothing is more characteristic-of the soocial and
politiocal life, a8 an anecdote., Here are two of them.

In the bath-house of a town, & technician of an electriocal
appllance shop was robbed ofibis clothing. 7The thief left only &
veat, and the Soviet police had no sucoess in finding the thief.
However, the victim's vest was thoroughly examined , turough force of
hadbit, with the result that one of the poliocemen fHound a plece of
ocopper wire., The workinge of his mind were channelled thusly:
*Pechnioian = 'o:king in a shop - he 8tole the wire, whioch is the
property of the Bosialistio ocountry. Therefore a orook'. Kesull,
the srrest of the oomplaining viotim. (4ossosenko stories)

Ano ther one.

A sovieat bunny rain away and 4i1da
yond the iron ourtain.

"Why did you escape?” asked a ram

"Because they csstrate horses”

"Bat yoar a bunnyl"
L
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"That'a o‘ for you to say, but they o‘h you, oastrateyoug

\

and then prove your not & horse"”

The above uneodotes 1llustrate not only the sporudio ochanoe
stupldlty or the mla&na afﬁfh& 6§E£nB of investigation, but aled the

ruling sydtem.
fhere is u dominuting tendonoy of velf-uoousstion in the Soviet

dystem of ane:tlgublon Twrough regulutionse, the inquiaitor dooa

not give the arrested person the reason for Qppriving him ofuhis '

R enid ™
freedom. Jhe investigator demands that the agocuseu dofine his orime

personally.

Between the time of arrest, and the first heuring, the arrested
person's thinking proossses are aimed at trying tonfind out the
reason for his arrest. a person having unluwfnlloqntloti gives the
Soviet authority u oconfession, since he knows what he has been
- arrested for, but the 'righteous' search their memories for reocol-
lections of instances in their motivities whioch might be the basis
for what has happened. He makes an ‘examination of oconsbience'
mentally reaching buck, findlng lighﬁa and shadowd. In @ certain
instance, he finds some small, inconsecuentisl foffense’ - but isn't
yet oertain whether thut purtioular reason osused his arrest.

Through these thougnt prooesses, the investiguting judge hopes
to gain a oonfession of guilt from the arrewted party. The mowment
of self-acousation is also the moment of pleading gullty as obarged,
and that is xhkm of courss what the 1nvoetigators want to oome to
paan, Tharafore, inntha first phasea of oparation, ths inves thdantae
attempta to explain to the arrestee the necessity of self-acousation,
and to oonvinoce him that only & voluntary admiesion of guilt will

help leasen the verdiot, and who knows, whether or not, it may

gain his freedom for him,
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The ovonmg aduisslon of gullt is not muyu reason enough to

A

0lose an investigution, and prepure a writ of acousation. It may

and

-

happen that 4an agounsd pervun way have wore on his conwglenuve,
4

' BN : R AN EADNOEN S - .
the admluuton of xallt must be forthcomine in Lhe sume menner. ouoh

1y tae .ttitude of the investigutin orguns. the process 0f pro-

ourtng & confession sturts anew., Only ufter ull meuns of ovtainling

a confesylon und nelf woousution ure exhuuste., does the investlguLor
formulate hiu ywn more or less falr ohargi;erguin the inventigthI
tries - without telling tne socused what the offense 18 - to bring
about & oconfession aﬁd aoknowledge his gutlt. If the socused denles
the socousation, the investigutor demunds msterisl proof (try to prove
your not a horse). In the event that 8n accused person o&n furnish
proof of innocence, the inveatigating orgun will put for;urd new
acousations until the acoused resistance 18 fdnully broken. More than
"onoe investigations of this kind lasted from 3 to 4 yeurs,

Tendencies to attach articles of the oriminal code dominate the
entire proocesees of investigation. In oase it is imposseible to
asoribe the oommiseion of a orime to the sooused person, it is im-
puted that he had enddavored, or at least thought of, committing &an
offense. In such oases, it is difficult for the aocused to gather
evidence of innooence.

- If 1t is diffioult to formulate & oharge, the MVD iries a method
of investigation based on a "'life-sketoh'. The accused 18 obliged to.
present, truthfully and in detail, & certain period in his 1life. Hﬁ
at diffarant {ntarvals of time. The.
finding of discrepancies establishes, in the understanding of the
1nvontig§tora, proof of hiding an offense. That is an important point

of provooation in the proocess of induoing the arrested person to &

full oconfession (xm rasksjanija).
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Fandamen Soviet law preventu the pr"lntation of proof of

gullt to the urresteu person, This i due, in msny oases, to the
laok of evidenoe, but muinly becnuse the ln;eutlgetora strive for
. ooufeaalon and repentanoe. bho aim of the lnvostlgatore 18 to
phyatcally break down s person, and to convince him that he 18 a
g#rent slnner against the woolulistic natlon.

Many ditforont means are spplied to reuch, thut aim,

e %

Art, 136 of tbo oriminal conduct ocode reads:

"The investiguting oourt does not huve tue right to demand a
confession or admission of guilt from the sooused by violenoce,
threuts, or other similur meuns”,

This artiole doea not pertain to persons suspeqted of politiocal
orimes, as the investigations are conducted by the MVD whioh profit
.bymtho ‘special orders', In general, the impression 1s given, that
the pointe that are forbidden under art. 136 of the oriminal oonduot
oode are the means which are alléwod the MVD,

If in spite of strenuous induocements and persussions, the pri-
soner atill stubbornly maintaina his innooence, the investigating
judge reaches into a great arsensl of suoh 'forbidden meseures', He
does this with 8 olear consclence dessase after sll ‘thc acoused 1is
aiwaya guilty'. He is not arrested 'for nothing’.

& large file of these measures are available to the investigator

for foroing a oconfession. The Soviet judges have certain steps they

ususlly follow when applying them.

uating all maana of parsoasion; and mii sromisss, they

Aftar axha
apply throaén. The first ohe is generally a threat to the family of
the acoused. The judge preaents the ascoused with the possible fate
of his family, their probable arrest, deportation, ;to. The prisoner
normally knows that this is entirely possidle. Next,is presented,
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flguritivoly ‘ ocompetently, what swalts t‘ arrestee in the event
of his continued denial, loss of freedom for muny yeurs, sepaurstion

from famlly, ets., und then ho 18 thrOutened with violenose.

The moruln of .the uoouaod 18 then lLewerud. Tt 1 u bu)wn fnut.

that 8 prisoner undergooé physiosl depression und nervous tenslon.
fhis trunspires to lower the organio resistance and the weukenling of
the will. Phe ohango from the normal way of life, hunger the A
ourtallment of many oomforta and customs of everyday 11 fe, the o
restrauint of free movement, and many dfhﬂf’reauonu, are’ responsible
for this break in morale. Furthermore, the crowded Soviet prisons,
and the primitive level of hygleniocs, inorease the prisoner's die-
position to nervous shook.

The investigating judge endeavors to use this taut, nervous
oondition to gain his end. Therefore, during the time of exumination,
he tends to use every availavle mesans to uggruvate the nervous system,
Roughly speaking, it oan be compared to the 8o oslled 'third degree
examination'. I8 so happens, that a few investigating Jjudges
steadfustly stare at the prisoner. This laste for an hour or two,

In the meantime, the acocused is questioned, 8nd the judges study his
reaotions. Another method is to have a number of porionl (not ne-
oessarily judges) pass through the room where the inquiry is taking
place. These persons stop before the one being questioned, look at
him, throw questions or sarcastic remarks at him, or frequently limit

themselves to a significant grunt. Thisndisorientated the prisoner
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into a room, presumably to be questioned, but no question is put up
to him. During this time, the investiguting judge is busily reading,

and ignores the prisoner. The inquisition doean't start for a few

houra,
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Mtora also sattempt to counteract the sentiments of
\

The inves
They laugh at and defile the ideals for whioh he is

N L

the arrestees.

being Llnvestiguted, try tuv atifle famlly tles, use in;iotivol that

are lasults to personal dignity, and deprive him of hope.

When fear and terror do not break down the prisoner, physiocal.

torture ensues.

It {8 difficult to enumerate all of their methods. Many of -them
have been mentioned in publioations on the-sd8tiality of-~the GPU,
We o0an only state, that these writings are not exaggerated, nor do
they drain the reperéoire of the MVD,

In a conversution with a Soviet prisoner - at one time a high
Soviet dignitary - we spoke of the methods of the Gestapa and it's

bestiality. At the olose of our oconversation, he ssid with Communis-

tic pride, "Bah, what EKJXE theynknow, they know>fron us, and they

It 18 not my intention to write about the horror of Soviet in-
vestigations, but I ocannot resiat tyo will to publish the tortures
whioh I aufforéd, or whioh I had witnessed performed on my colleagues,

One of my hearings lasted continuously for 90 hours. All this
time, I atood in a ocorner, withoat sleep, food, or drin& (Prior
to this, I was fed some very salted herring). After 2 days of this,
I was tempted with the prospect of receiving water and rest. When
this didn't help, the judge fell into a rage, and 'by way of deginning
the expeoted torture’, Inooked out 3 of my teeth. The only words I
heard from these iJnQQOI' were the two 'skasy prawda® (tell the truth).
Bxhausted, I didn't answer them, 80 & horn was made, by rolling up
"Prawda' (a well known Boviet newspaper), and yelling into my ear,
The effeot is partial deafness whioh bothers me to this day.

The next torture applied was what is knon as 'a darrel of
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'iaughtor'. It {8 an ordinarflwino cask, set in a position for N
rolling, over whioh the prisoner is draped in suoh a manner that
bis stomsch is prol-od sgain-t tho ‘walls of the barrel. Then the.
:bcrrol is -truok wlth a bard rnbbor olab., The result is ontirely
unexpeotedfy the remounding of the barrel induoces vomiting, and the.
longer it lasts, the stronger is the reaction. After a half bour of
this, the. prisoner feels completely 'turned out' giving up_ the re-
mainder of the gall and blood, , s e -

Another popular torture is to havo'tho prisoner sit on a bottle
for many hours, so that the neock of the bottle sinke deeper and
deeper into the snue. It wouldn't do to mention 8small tortures, sa
then one would bdecome boring. Is it worth writingusboat cn&h common
practioces as foroing needles undexr the fingnr-nalli. or standing on
hét iron? These methods are so widely known among Soviet prisoners
.thct it doesn't pay t; mention such small tortures. Justas nothing
is mentioned about such normsl everyday aotivities as breathing and
walking, so 18 nothing nontioheq in Soviet prisons about such or-
dinary @orms of torture as olubbing or slapping one's faoce.

Appilod torture 1is not the rule of Soviﬁt investigautors. It 1is
a system whioq‘il applied by investigating judges then, when sll
means of the oriminal conduoct code are exhausted., Then it is applied
without meroy and is always applied to members ofudisclosed seoret
organiszations of a politioal nature.

Professional preparation for Soviet investigating judges is.not
very high, and doesn’t o0all for - as in Gapltsliatio countries.~ long
years of study. Through the general laok of specialists in Russis,
professional standing does not play a high roll., Membership in the
.(lbmlonol) oonstitutes a better ohanoe of attaining s position of
responaibility than do studies of law, Ihg same applies to Jjudiolsl
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'dnt‘iol.' In gs.ral, investigating Jjudges, ﬂdgea, and lawyere bese
their standards of learning on 10 years of elementary and probar‘téry
studles, and 4 years of study in law. There are some judges who have
had only a fow momths of law, while atill ‘others have no profesional
baokground at all.

Investigating judges of the MVD can be separated into 3 group;,
12 the subject.of waya of conducting investigations and professional
standing is oonsidered. ) a

- »

1. Those of little intslligence, unlesrned, conoceited, and vain,
These handle mattery of amsller worth. ILack of schooling is ocovered
up by lengthly written protoool and delivering extensive propagan-
distioc reports on the benefits of the Soviot.grganizatlon. They tend
to run the gamut from surgary affabllitynto ordinary boafingﬂ.

e, ‘Tho intelligent. Moatly profoaaionﬁl routine. They are
- more inolined to gather evidence of orime, and use means of oonvin-
oing tbo_fiotim of the necessity to oonfess #nd lokhO'l;ng their
orime, fhey are more enduring and stubborn inmthoir beliofa; They
try to peroeive the psychologiocal make-up of the accused. From this,
they deocide what methods of torture to use, whether moral or phyeioal,
They are oruel and ruthless, and do not flinoh before the most re~
fined torture. 4among the, the specialistes in oruelty are- - women
Judgen.

3. The eminently qualified. Often a party agent. Crave phi-
losophical atudies (in the epirit of dialectio materialism)s In
oontrast to young wards of Soviei &0uU0la, thsy OTASLISUS thom
to oapitalistio ways of life. They handle matters of great importance.
They avoid applying torture (not slways - some are true sadists).

They attempt, via diaieotio demonatrations, to foroo'tho aoonloh to &

confession. The characteristios of this group of judges were shown

i hnieahhen 3
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ﬁl:.‘n Arthur Koestler's book ’ﬁnou at ¥oon'., _ .

Do the investigating judges attain their gosl?! It may be
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~ maintalined _Ithqpithoy doLot'ur.ako mf_o'r _'an on}mplo tho. ::olult:- (3 4
Moscow Proooaﬂoél‘when pooilohﬁhgf were used to ruthless wardare,
themeselves rubid Communists that were able to resist the Czarist
rufria_ns, stood before the bar. 4t the trial, they ardoltly made
statements of -8self-accusation and repentance. They ahowoquro.tc;:
eagerness than the hardy predioted. All pdmitted to guilt. Th‘ Judge

was the supreme proourator of the USSR, ocomrade Andrew Vishinsky.
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form all duties assigned by the prison gnards,. .
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Investigative Prisona

fhe ploture depiloting lnveatigatione would be incomplete 1if we hagq
forgotten to desdurive anestigutive prluo'nu Fundamentally, tb-lo are
no other prisons in Hussis exocept the one's for persons under invewti-
gution. [heoretically a penalty of imprisonment exists, but it 1;
seldom dppllied and 99% of the inmates are there beoause of, invo‘lt,.l.ga.-
tions. o .

In apite of this Ruaeia ie thlokly covered withnprisons. Bvery
military poat has 1t's place of confinement, and almost every large
oity has one or more prisons,

There are u few model prisons in Russia, or I would say, extra-
ordinary ones, They are administered in s truly cxnmplary way. The
famous Mosoow prison 'Lubianka’ is one of these.. Rules in these prisoa

are followed severely, but are observed scrupulously as well by the

prisoners as by the prison guards, "

A prisoner has the right to play gsmes (dominoces, chess, draughts)
whioh are supplied by the prison authcritiolf Games of ochance, and ,
espeoially cards, are strictly forbidden. The prison libdrary sapplies
books (one a week). The prisoner has the privilege of buying sundries
and tobaoo9 up to 76 rubles worth a month. He oan write requests and
complaints to the prison authoritiens,

While in their oells prisoners are not allowed tog speak loudly,
sing or whistle, approach the window or door, sit or lie on the ded
Quriog thae day, 46 aay writing, OF posacas auy e 4al 6hjioii, iinoliob-.
belts, eto. During the night the prisconer must sleep with holl and s
ancovered, and under no oiroumstances whould a prisoner nnloraw t'ltcli

bulb from the constantly burning eleotrio lighte. Ne is cbligo‘piq,gllf

-~
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Aay 1nf.riﬂon¢nt of prison rules is threstened with punishment ‘

saoh s8: solitary oconfinement up to 20 dayw, depending on the offehse,

Sp N
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monetary fined to cover the cost of damaged state property, and

4

finaliy, ‘ordortng & new trial i{f tie offense is serlous.
fhe most frequent offense ocommitted in prison {s ocounter-revolu-
tionary agitation (art, 58, par., 10). Ihe Soviet interpretution of’
the inimlioal ides of agitation 1s very broad, for example,.every - .
assertion of fault finding in the USSR {;ruotyre, or oompurison bet-

w ..
ween & oapitalist ocountry and Soviet nuasia whioch ie unfavorable to

Russia, 18 an offense.

Prison guards ure usually uncommunicative. Beyond necessary
expressions, they do not engage in oconversutions with prisoners,
During the course of a day I noticed that guards uttered only 20 or 30
words in oonversation with a prisoner. In the event & prisoner is
"oalled for & hearing, he is acoompanied by two guards who hold hise

hands in the rear.

4 complete 1solation of ocells exists. a prisoner that is removed
from his cell hasn't the right tommingle with prisoners from other
oell blooks. During the ooui-o of the daily 4 hour exerociwes, pri-
soners of one ocell are separated from prisonera of other cells by high
wsl;s or fenoed in enolosures. The walk is completed in a cirole,

singly or in pairs. Talk is prohibited.

There only are a few of the above mentioned prisons in Hussia.

1)

& repeat, these are model, show-piece prisons.
In the other §oviotnprilonl, whioch can be numbered in the thous-
ands, oongitiona‘of prisoner treatment present a completely aifferent
pioture. Dn.pito the absolute centralization of executive authority
in Russia, prison rules are not observed equally in different prisons,

although théir texte are identioal. Aill prisons have posted ’'prawila
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m'ukllmloi'n". rules for prisonere. l‘hs' interpretation however
bow to looal conditions and to the indivAduality of the prison wa}don,

88 well us the gonvenience of the prison administrators.

Ty e ',':;ylaf‘:.." Bl

Old pritona.bulic oy gho ozarséréﬂus;h ue inv@atigétiVo pr4sdns.
The number of these old prisons was entlirsly inadequate for the boviet
aystem, 8o they are using other struetures aslso, wuch ua, cloisters,
churohes, institutions,schools, und new structures espeoislly built
as prtsoné by kho lkVD. ) N

. S

frimitive arrungements, lasok of an adequate sewage Bsystem and
watot—aupply,‘dumpnean, and bug infestation oconstitute & oharuoteristio
attribate of these buildings which are surrounded by high wall providea
with turrets, where armed gubrdl hold watoh. |

Prisons ure normally built in the shape of a huge several storied
nave, presenting tier upon tier of ocells. A stron net of rope 1s hung
between floors to thwart would-be suiocides from plunging to the atone

v .

foundation of the nave.
Uells are looked on 80114 kaxxpx hsspes and looks. Within esch

0ell is found a small night stand in shich the prisoner places his

wooden bowl and utensils, u pail or pitcher for drinking water, and

a oovered bucket for excrement whioh'is_takon out twioce a day during

the time prisoners are Xmxx 2et out to the water-closet., Beds boasting

straw or shaving mattresses are found in some prisons, dbut not in all,

A small barred window is set very high and is usually covered from the

outaide with a metal or wooden casing which when opened, allows a #mall
visw cf the sky, Uslle that ara designaied for childrsz cnder 18 A

L4
not have thia ocasing.

fhe possibdbility of visiting & prisoner under lnvo.tigition is very
slim and depends on th; investiguting judge. a prisoner is permitted
one parcel of food or olothing & month, Of course, that is subject to

Ry Pon - D, ——, P
. -~ w ‘

wannna i P bt R A N - AR A s, !
1

i




A I
[

reviailon. Prl‘ora are allowed to write on’lottor a month, These

privileges oan be limited or'takon away by the investigating Jjudge,

a prinonor under 1nvoetigation rooe%vea 8 duily ration of: 20
ounces of blaok broad 2/3 ounoo‘ot sugur, vesides three dully mesals,
These meals oconsist of: breukfust - oup of warm water dyed by the nse
of bread orusts or dried fruilt extracts to the color of teuy dinner -
one pint Qtltnin soup and u none too-full spoon of bnrloy.:guppoy:ﬂ
one of th§ din;cr dishes, elther soup or_baxiey. {fter sentence has
been pronounced, the prisoner g'tlxan additional ration of 3 ounces
of bresd and 1/8 ounce of sugsr.

Rvery ten days, s prisoner should have s bath and have his olothes
disinfected. At the same time hair and beards are trimmed, but shaving
ia prohibited. Eaoh prison should have 1it's own laundry, and bed linen
should be changed every ten days. Ilhis 1is not practiced due to the
_overorowded oconditions of the prisons, und sanitary measures are per-
formed in s ?rolaxnlfttonpo once a month or o;on lesa often. Personally
I 4id not receive a change of-nndorolothoa‘in 8 months, that is, after
they were completely worn out.

As & rule, Soviet prisons are nnboliuvubij orowded. Arrests f£ill
the prisons beyond their foreseen ocepacity. Cells that were bni}t for
one prisoner frequently hold up to 20. Prisoners aotuslly sleep on the
floor, feet to feet, and if spsoce is lacking, they take turns sleeping,
either sitting or standing till it's their turn to sdeep. Prison regu-
lations do not -nption ares standaxds or cubage for each prisoner.
TSx-orCRalag STing Lo Teaulve.

The over-crowding of prisons and the continuous stench breed 1lioce
and gther imseots, which result im frequent epidemios of typhoid fever
and bloody diarrhoes.

Bvery large prison has 1t's hospitad, ubut always kept oclean it's
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trae, but dilt‘lto of sdequate medioal supp@gu. Means of treatiment

are priumitive, frequently the only medication available being aspirin

or lodins,
‘ .
he relationship of prison- gusrds to the prisoners is non-uniform,
In xenerul, they ure indulgent tLowards ordinary oriminals and mino'ra,
8na are ruthlesa in regurd to "counter-revolutionists'.  Common orimina
are geparuted from the politiocal prigonera and have almoet no ocontaot

with the 'Western ﬁluguo'. | s -

4 thiok web of N&VD oconfidants exists in every prison. Thesee ocon-
fidante not only inform on their fellow prisoners, but very often act
a8 instigators and sometimes appear in court aw witnesses for the offen

Ihe time spent in investigative prisons is not pre-determined. It
811 depends on developements and progreas of 1n;¢ltigation. A oommon
oriminal spends less than 6 montha in this prison. A political prisone
. rarely spends less than 1 year, and I huve met prisoners that have been
under investigation for 3 or 4 years. I porgbnally spent 14 monthe ln.
this type of prison, 8 nohth- of whioh were in solitary oconfinement.

Bvery prison has it's looknp.. T™his 18 a 'prison within a prison?’,
It 1s a small oell 6°' by 4", and is usually bdllt nndox'tho prison. Th
only utensil is a bucket for exorement. Dampness and infestation 1is
more prevalent then in the regudar cells. The one window is covered wi
sheet metal punctured for ventilation. It is never heated so that is
the main faotor oausing the death of many prisoners. During the day a-
heavy gloom pervades, and a atroﬁg olootrlo‘light burns all night. ZThe
only sustenance given a prisoner in solitary 1is 12 ounces of bread and
14 pints of warm water three times dally. The water has tode druak in
the presence of the guard, The prisoner has only the elethes he ;"il
and is even denled s handkerchiefli If a prisoner causes a diaturdenee

or beoomes violent, he ia restrained with a strait Jackes,
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'g.?{f Bolitsry oonfinonont is meted out as puniehment for 1nfr1ngclnnt of

ﬂiilon regulations, or on the rooonmondstion of the investigator as e
) . , ¢ . *

reprissl fér Yefusing to oonfess, -and Yor other reiascns.. I“apent 20
consegutive days in oonfinement (in Feb.) for 'staging an anti-Soviet

demonstration’' whioch consisted of refusing to eat in order to foroce the
Judge to hasten the investigaution and to snnounoe the socusation. Lhe

effeot of this 20 duj"fuut' was oomplete weukpess and 1nap£fity td';alx

-

under my own power,
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Judioial Ubannois

At the oplose of sn investigation,uthe scoused 18 informed (Agt.

200 ooc), and 18 glven s form that he i ;bliged to sign. <hie form
lists wll urtloles and puragraphs of the oriminsl code on which bi?ge
the usocousations of the investigators,

fhe normsal ocourse of sotion &t Lho olose of an 1nveutﬂgutlongis the
a0t of woovusution whioh gs-glvon to tthtgggsed u few days before the
trisl. Kxoeptions are m&de in instances mentioned in the following
Arte. of furt VII of the coos -

"Art. 466, Invoutigutionu'ln the affairs of terroristioc orgunizue
tions and terroristio acts aimed ugainst the worker's council

(art, 68 par. 8 and 11 oo.) ahould be completed within 10 days."

"Art. 467. The uoousation writ is presented to the accused 24 hours
before trial”. _

"Erv., 468.  Triale sre gondugted without partioipation of both sidey
"Art. 469. No grdevance for & court of sppeal or pleas for clemenoy
are allowed”.

"art. 470. The deuth sentence is ocarrieu oul immealately after the
verdiot is resd”.

The monstrosity of art. 468 lies in the probabllity of i1t'u being
the only one of it'st kind in the history of luw. ithe foundation of it's
existence is based on the bill passeu Meo. 1, 1954 and published immed-
eately after the murder of alexander Kirow, committed that same dqf by
4 little known youth named Nikolajew., Muny Hussians are of the opinion
that thiaﬁmurder was arranged by Stalin who was looking for a pretext to
destroy right and left wing oppositions in the perty. 1he faot is that
Nikolajew committed suloide right after the murder, and i4 was never

eatahlished as to who he actually was,

T s T R P R frons iR
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Noousaution 1iu propa?od by the proseoutor. Lo dhé acoua,
remains the possibility of defense, having hud u public defender asuiyneg
to him. He omn_hire a privute counsellor 1f he hus any materlul -meuns,

- . e e e ra - . -

f'he defenve attorney soquaints himself with the oase and o8n demand to

sees hiu olient.

the vouwpetenoy of the ocourt dopqndu on the tLype und maximum puni- |
shment of a orime. -Lourt procedure on the uveruage is very .short. For
exsmple, in May and Junq*g£’;941, there were many oases -before tﬁ§
poople'e?oourt oonoerning'hooligunlum (axrt. 74 o0o). ihis "hooligunism!
oonsisted of the usage of & ocurse oommonly usqd in aussia offensive to
motherhood (yielding to doubts a8 to motherhood's virtues). From the
moment of arrest, to the verdiot of one year imprisonment, the time
elapeed was usuaslly 12 hours.

A more serious offense, mainly a politioal ohe, is handled by dia~
triot oourts in & normal procedure (acousution, defense, and verdioct), o:

by the Lpeclal College (0850) which pronounce sentence in‘abaontla in an

udministrative manner. <IThe prossoutor chooses either one of the two

institutions, ,

In pruotice, that depends on the findings of the investigation. The
distriot courts receive only those ocases that do not present doubts us i«
the guilt of the acoused. &#ll others are handled by the 055@. The
politiounl prisoner hus only these two roads open, the distrioct courts or
the 0850, Ihere is no third rosd. It never happens that snyone under
susplioion of 'oounter-revolutionsary aotivities' is freed.

Under these olrcumstances, the defending &tiorney limits nimseii ia
politionl ocsses tot a) faoilitating a reunion with the prisoners family,

b) in his spees#h, saying in effeot, that although the prisonerxz is a

great sinner in regards to the Soviet, he has hopes of reform, 8) pre=

senting an appeal, and 4) in the event of & death uentdance, he presents

& plea for olemenoy. D . . C e
: + i e At s haleistiiiniasmanguhit.

y
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From the maxim of Lenin, Jvrl tten in goldgttore and hung in‘ each
court, (laws ure tools of the proletariant and worklng olauses) arises
the already montloneu_uoviet Judioi&l rolativelum und it's atamp ls

pluved on every verdiot so that that prlnulple {8 found even in oourt

procedure. Not only jurtsts, but also leymen present ut triales mas

observe that similar to investigations, the oourt does not seek the

truth, it only wants a oconfession of gullt from the aooused Eow 1ndi-
yoriminating this oun bequawban be attested by the examples from the
notorious Mosoow prosecations at which time Lhe acocused confessed to
things that were phyafoal impossiblilites, B.g. the saocuseu bDauvid indi-
osted the pluve of meeting the already deceuseu Irotsky in a Norwegisn
hotel, Nuthun Lurile received instruotion in 1902 from the still unfound«
Gestupo, und in 19352 Sdermunn conspireu with & rsussian emigrant that had
veen dead sinoce 1926. A similar oconspiracy with this deceased person
had been confessed to by professor damsin, and Platakow flew from Berli:
to Oulo with u phantom. The dourts didn't qéeation any of these
confessaions,

Irials drag on for many days, ditnoaaes:for the prosecution and fo:
the uefenue ure questioned, the prosecuting and defense attorneys have
their say, but the volce of the stute prosecutor predominates. "The
court is the tool of the proletariut and working ocitizen" and not of
Justioe.

depresentative triunls of undoubted ocases of organised, armed ocount
revolution, terror, sabotage, eto., &re from time to time held publioly.

- A
a demonetrativa

fhey wre nuiulng mors than ropagands, Hilitary oribunali
distrtiot, or wsppelute vourts usumllynorganise them. rhe prosecutor's
voloe uominutes, his speech 18 usuully of u politiosl nature, und'ie mo!
suited for an suditorium rather than s court-room. after the Mosoow

experlence, Soviet courts avold orgunized public triwls if there is sny

-
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doubt us to Lhe gutlt or the woouuod.

from observutions ot further prosecutlons thul 800K plce Lo Mos sow
{n 1935 with the result that all oppositidn {nulde the Purty (iindview,
hamlentow, Jduoheurin, ayxow, audek, Plutukow) usnd the usrmy (fuhuuzowsnx.
Juxtr, Uvorewlo:, aprk, Kidomunn, Feldmun, Promuhow, Pulne) wud codp-
letely destroyed, we cun druw our conclusions ubout the technigues set
up vy prapsgundu prdoouuau. wo should nsk ovurwvelves whut li Lho'uié
of.this provess. s 1t 651?’?5r "Iinfluencing other wapering mewbers of
the community' wiloh is disvusseu in art. 9 oc.? If so, in whet cente?

Lo frlghcén the dlsovedient iv, und wus, s mexim of sudslun judi-
osture. fhut is how we understund this 'influenolng wuvering mewvers of
the community'. It cunnot be furgotten thut Jjust us for ocenturies oourts
have been the tool of the ozars, they uare more so tools of the proleta-
riat authoritées, and to be truthful, tools for Ytalin. The propaganda
process ulso hus wany other aims. Qne fund:mental is to influ enoce
publioc opinion as to who is responsible for all the misery which is
tumbling down on ithe Soviet Union. +his stutement oan be better illus-
trated through the conorete exumple from the provecution of nudek (Jun,
1937) during whioh tiue the acoused Lifszyo recited in one breuth, that
in a five year perivd (1932036), hw wus responsible for 10,350 railroad
acoldents, or b per day. IThe ocourts motually treated this recital as
proéf of evident repentunce, but the naution finully learned who shoulders

the blame for subotuge. /s sharp sidelight wne my meeting Lifszyc in

uition in tha buressau of

s1d & gocd pou

Uohioce during iv¥4i, wherse us
planning, 8 the heud of the atatistlonl group, where he wusn't treated
a8 a prisoner, I suw him slmost everyuday but other than s knowing emile
I couldn't learn esnythin from Him/ Similar confessions oan be ocounted '

in the handreds. If they were true, there would have been enough dumage

dome to dostroy the whole world.
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fh I mentioned two of the propugaundas processes. The technigmeB useq
are a8 follows:

A notloe appears in the papers one, day, that a well known dignita,
18 spreuding the (deus of Irotsky, or that his opinions deviute from
Stalinlsm, which ae we know 18 one resl z;ii:eof Bolsbhevik philosophy.
The next day the pupers und rudio announce the arrest of the dignitary
on the uhargo of HLDOCURG or espionuge. <rhen the numes of his oompa-
nions, who huve ulso veag sfrested, ure raleused., New®papers, radlo,
films, and agltators uée great pressure against the people's enemiea
and u large worker's guthering demunds the severest punlshment for ther
This pressure 1aatuso.long until the investigutors huve 'prepsred' the
acoused for a publioc confession before the courte. First then is the
date for u real public triel announced. It often.ooour; that orowds o
workers stage demonstratione agsainst the aooused before the court bull¢
ing. 4t the beginning of the trial, the aoguead requests the dismisal
of counsel, since they only hinder them in thelr avowals of guilt. The
court grants their request, and now .the acoused have full freedom for
thelr self accussations, which they fervently perform. |

Should the aooused show no signs of remorse his trial is held
behing oloseu doors, whioch is exaotly what happened during the proseou-
tion of [luohuozewskl and other generals. |

It sometimes happens that & district or appélato oourt will free
someone mentioned in & collective acousation. If it is a political
agoueution. ha is raturned to orison and his records are turned over tc¢
the 0830, ihe OSSO has never found anyone to be not guilty.

Many offiocers of the NXLVD can be found in the judges ranks. Often
they do not take the trouble to change uniforms but leave the investi-
ting hearings und go direotly into the court rooms, '

. !
at the end of the trial, on the recommendations of the prosecutor,

tha - - R
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the verdiot is reud to the acvcuued, ' .

After the verdiot 18 reud, the prisoner does not return to the cel;
he ocoupied during the invedtigution. He is tiken to & oell ococoupiea
other wentencved prisoners where, regurdless of any appeal he may huve
made, he awalts trunsportation to a corrective labor ocamp. .

A prisoner that revelves u death sentence is tuken to lLhe deuatlh
oell. It 1y shursotertstic thut should a prisoner refuse “to slgn & wri
of appeal, ihe prison aut&crf%iee try to force his signature. If he
pereists in his refusasl, the public defender issues one on hie behalf.
The orgunization autgorizod to grant appeals is the USSR Supreme Counoi
It 18 not known However, why the prisoners always eay among themselves
"I wrote a plea to Stalin”. [

The prisoner awuits a deciuion of 1ife or deuth for about I monthe
Is 1t & formality, or & wish to definitely smother any ;omuining éppo-

eition in a prisoner sentenced to die? .

Legal procedure - if it oun be so called - in matters determined b;
the O8SO ure seen in & different light. =xe it had been mentioned prev-
iously, the 0SS0 is oalled to handle politiocul prisoners whose guilt is
in doubt, especially those that had been released by distrioct ocourts,
The 03380 handled 6/6 of the politioal oases. This doesn't only greutly
lighten the work of Soviet courts, but it is also a perfeat.camouflage
for the NXVD since the findings of the 0SSO are never published,
(nevertheless almost eveyyone knows of them).

Proocedure is very simple.

after the investigation andywrit of acousstion are completed, the
reocords of the entire procedure are forwardeu by the investigators to
the NLVD Specisl College in Mosoow. after & few weeks or months have
elapsed, the prisoner is oalled to the office or maybe only to the prisc

corridor where asunon-commissioned offiocer of the XNKVD or a civilian

T T S ST, Ayporons y |
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Lar'l IV
BXSCULING USKNINNUES
© CHak it I ‘
Kinds .of‘“‘l";xﬂlﬁtahn‘lont

The name 'ocommunity protection messures’' emanstes from the broad-
ehing conoception of guilt indupendent from infringing on objective rule
but dumuglng,yo one ontegory of individuals. in relation tg:lntqrgq;a of
& proleturiat state. Wq}gpoto of that earlier, “ |

Soviet jurisdiction imterpretes orime as being a characteristio of
a certain category of people who stand guilty due to thelr existance aa
individuals 'dangerous to the ocommunity'. In relation to them there=
fore, 1t 18 necessary to adapt 'oommunlty protection measures’,

Defining punishment as & 'communitynprotection measure' also stems
from the desire of investing Soviet justioce with &8 humanitarian sembe
lance. The adjective 'communal' i@ repeated often in the oriminal oode
Soviet jurisdiotion does not differentiate gotwoon transgressions,
violations or orimes, but oalls them in general *aots dangerous to the
community®, anyway, after these words appears the definition "offense".
in paranthesis,

The elimination of the word 'pnnishhont' from the original editior
of the code also had as it's aim the stressing of the proteoctive-edun-
oastive or humanltarian oharaoter of the messures adapted in relation t¢
an offense., But already in the resolutions of the Executive Oontrgl-
Committee and the USSR People's Oommission UGounoil, beginning with the
resoluiion of ey 8, 1504 on supplemeiting thue law abous siate orismass
with artioles on treason, inatead of using the term 'oommunity protect-
ion measure' whioh has a’judiolale ocorrective oharacteristic' the term
'punishment® (nakasanije) 18 used,

And so, & 'community protection measure' is.....panishmens)
)

. : t-—- . b i et . . > -~
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The Soviet oriminal code mentions u few types of oommanity pro-

teotion measures which have a 'judioisl-ocorrective oharscter' as:

— e—e = g

1. lo8s of politionl ripﬁia”“'
E, oonfilnoation ot propertly
d. publiocation 48 un enemy of the worker

4. deportstion to the remote regions of Liberiu

6. loss of freedom through:

]

a) imprisonment
b) loqattoh in a 'gorreotive lavor ocamp'
6. publication a8 un enemy of the worker and exile froa the USSR
7. death before a firing squad.
It would be right to also mehtion the punishment of 'dieappearance’.
It isn't mentioned in the oriminal code and it is doubtful that this
punishment is mentioned in the ‘specisl ordurs' reguraing the legulity
'of the N£KVD, It is one of the forms of judgement outside the oourt.
People that are inconvenient to the regime but who enjoy national popa-
larity dieappear quietly and without trace from the horizon of doviet
1ife. The USSR oitizens have becomne accustomed to this. When all
talking and writing about Litvinov stopped in 1939, questions about him
were answered by the Hussians with a charucteristic gesture from whioch
it became clear that this dignitary shared the fute of seeds that have
been pioked up by the winds. It isn't a secret that sdmirsl Orlov,
Marshal Slucher and many others 'vanished' in an unexplained way and
from this 1t seemed apparent that Liivinov shared iheiyr fats. .3 far
a8 Litvinov is conocerned however, the people were mistaken., He was
8t1ill active in russian politios,

Loes of freedom through sentence to & ocorrective labor camp is moet

oftan sdapted.
Confiscation of property, loss of politiocal rights and paublioation
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as ;n enemy of the worker are applied us punishment in sddition to lowy

~

of liberty or death before u diring vquud,
Death before s firing dquad.ie the highest mesns of community

’
protestion, likewlise publication us un enemy of the worxers and exile

froan tha U3UR,
Ay [ huve previously mentioned, thils lust measure of cowmunsal

protection i3 not generally adapted and boviet judioisal hisitory knows

only u few instunces of the appliocation of. .this puruyraph. One thing
P SN .
1y certain - {f this punlshment were upplied Lt would be received by

994 of the donvlioted not as u punishment but us the hlghest rewara,
The oriminal code, with strong rules, stipulated the doviet boundaries,
und'propaganda asgerts that ocogplete isolation of the nation from the
rest of the ocapitalistio world is one of the best gusruntees of national
defense,

How doesa the execution of different types of punishment, namely

exeoution, exile, und detention in u correotive labor oump seem..to

appear in daily life?
4art. 9 c.o0. states that:
"Community protection measures cannot have &s their goal physioal
suffering or the lowering of personal dignity, nor do they have the
power to fine or punish”,
Apart from the faot that a meaaure for ocomnunal protection 1ias
oalled a penalty, oconsequently if wa tried to apply uniform terminology
we would get such nonsense as - ‘penalty does not have the power %o

penalize', - we will demonstrate that the above cited art. 9 o, o, is

only & hollow, although pretty, Jingle,

-i \ -...,‘.._: . ' e beabe .-Ll‘u;....s LR T WRRTE I TN e
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ves th Celles
4 prisoner condeunsd to death is plucéd {n the death vel:!. In

principle, he has 4 ¢ell to himself. WUouble-locked doors, solidly

8ecured windows, und additlion guards preclude dreums of escupe. =1
leaat onoe a day theAprluoner oan éxpeut an inspeoction by the guurds,
I'nis inspection’.is to safeguard sguinst esocupe or sulclde: bvery two
minutes the 'Judas' windo;ﬂfgwgpened. The guard observe Qttobfully.

Bvery oreak of a door, or every time & prisoner is removed from
his oell to the corridor oan be - death. <The nights are espeoially
nerve wraoking, Inspections of oells usually takes place during the
night, The.oondemnod never knowe but that this time the guards maybe
taking him to the place of execution. I don't know if it is & general
practioe or only the 'private initiative' of the‘guarde, but fro.nently
the guards arrange their 'jJoke' during the night by purpoeely stopping
near tho death cells and raleing thelr volcee 8o all the prisoners oan
hear one ask another: 'is it this oell or the next onet’.

I had ocooasion to hear this every night, and that not only onoe,
but many times. I spent 8 months in a ocell adjoining the death ocells,

An appeal for clemenoy i8 handled through Mosoow. The usual length
of time apent in waiting for a reply is not less than 3 monthe. The
payochioal agony, grows with each day of waiting.

onoﬁtlons take place in & prison ocell, usually an underground one,.
A Fubbcr ball is placed in the oondemned men's lips and he is shot
through the baock of the head at close rangs. OGags were brought into use
after the exeoutions followinguthe Mosoow prosecutions to prevent any
protesting shouts by the condemned. Many Soviet politiosl prisoners
state the Tuhaosewski shouted “Down wish tyranny? Long live Commanism!”

before hias execution,




- 71 -

Ry RN
' . '\f .

.Thi a;ihor of this work had the opportunity to observe ocondemneq

. persons lmmediately after the writ of .olemenoy had been read to them.
These persons were unsble t°mﬁﬁffnth°;r pamew, their e&rms and legs
tremblod. and thelir ioeth ohattered as though theynwere suffering an
attaok of malaria., These had been awaiting death or oclemenoy for.95
daya! One was my partner in srrest and had refused to 8sign & ples for
olemency. 4&nplea had been sent in his name however, to the bofigt Hig)
-tamasl . wLIiit otle maysacae, Za 23l ez B YALLACS B2d 3caATRgecia
in any event and yet he suffered & complete breakdown while marking ti

in the death oell.
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CHaPTRR IIIX

Deportation )

The penalty of deportation is a-ocerry-over from the times of the
ozar., By keeping this penalty the Loviet government had in mind not
only the separation of oriminal elements, those not giving & pledge of
loyalty, and the scum opposing .the politioal trend of the country, ovut
also the colonizing.of S;ber&g. Vveportation 1s one wayAio;’untangilng
& diffioult nationsl prb;;:;l Siberia today presente & highly..colorful
mosaioc of nutionalities oconeisting of deported groups of 'nationalists'
from the Ukrain, Poland, Orman, eto. rhere is slso no shortage of
Chinewe, Koreans,.end J;paneso, oreating 8 veritable tower of Bebel whig
isn't threatening to the USSR since the NXVD foments unofficial race
hatred and prejudioces which conforms to the so unproletarian devioe:
divide et impers,
| Materially speaking, the government bonefita in two ways: 1t proted:
itsedf from unwanted olasses and 1t profits through exploitation of thes:
classes for necessary labor. Jiberia 4s the Soviet arotio, and the
boundless expanses of voviet Central asia, hide within themselves & vast
naturald wealth and the only way for the governmentnto avail itself of
this wealth i8 to pépniata these areas. It is & well known fact thﬁt
deportation does solve this problem completely. Experience shows that th
natu;al inorease of deportees is loworgg to a disadvantageous degree.
This is due to olimatio ochangew, unusually severe lkving oconditions, and
the large number of deaths among women and childre, 80 muoh 80 that this
is a deciding disadvantage to the rest of the politioal population of the
remote Russian regions. Ihese oiroumstances do not tend to decresse the

number of deportees since the firet aim of this aot i8 to separate

unwanted classes a8 8 community proteotion measure, from the rest of the

community.

[
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.lose all politiocal rights,

-be traded for a susck of potatoes, used or sorn underwear for a lamp wiok
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The NXVD handles the deportation problem on & soale that surpasses

anything done in the time of the osars. Voluntary emigration often tak
place, Only s formality makes 1% voluntery. It happens that jast Befo,
boarding the train, the deportees receive a declaration of voluntary
emigration for aigning whioch states that they are leaglng of thelir own
free will. Ihis brought about 8 new phrase in Kussia: voluntary depér-
tation. 'Voluntary' boogg::ﬂﬁpe deportee 18 leaving ofIQ}q own free
will and 'deportation’ because he sotually must leave. Fundamentally
no one resists the persuasion of the NKVD to this 'voluntary' emigratio
fornit is olear that if theynrefuse to leave they will be issued deores
foroing them into oxiie. They would rather be voluntary emigrants than
oompulsory ones for the padight of the latter is & great deeal worse sino«

all their activitiea undergo olose observation by the NKVD and thqy als

The remote regions of Russia are now 1nhébited by & large mass of
voluntary and ocompulsory emigrants. Their material conditions are the
eame. 48 pioneers of Russian civilization theynare oblige to build new
ocolonies in the Slborlah wilderness, to begin everything from opratob
with only the primitive tools glven.them. Tailorse bduild houses, mecha~
nios oultivate the land, and women dig .ditches for drainage. That is tb
plotare of the material wealth of the deportees, <[hose who after a few
yoears are 8till alive vegetate in pitigul farms or in ocollective housea,
They labor in cooperativesinorganized by themeelves or, if this happens t
be an industrial ocamp, in minew or in faotories, and when their xanks ar
thinned out by death a new party of deportees comes in which ie & little
more luoky since they come to a place 'all reudy prepared’!

- Their wuy of 1ife can best be attoatod to by the existance of &
system of trade. Money has practiocally no value. A'ahirt haxaxxix may
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If.tha oenter ‘Europoan Rusuia, Mouuow 1t.u‘, feels the deurth of
essential artioles, 1f speoulation - even though it iv unmercifully
hounded - flourishes there on & scale not fbund in eny ocapitslistio
oountry, how ocun goods be uhlpped>over the truockless Siberisn truots,

50 thut there wouldn't be s#ny misunder:tunding let me stute that the
rolling stook of the Sovietnls very good but it isn't sdequuate enough t¢

serve the 21 million xilometers of the USSH. For this resson the new

e ? N .
‘thelr needs ure plaoced on the bottom of the

colonles are éorgoften und
list for sny appropriations. Only one thing comes regularly - propa-
ganda. Proteotive measures have the tesk of euucation. In labor oampe
and in ocolonies Soviet propagunda strives to convert the deportees into
enthusiastio Bolsheviks and followers of the Peachings of Ltalin.

4 few oomparisona and the daily.papera oan attéat to the huge numbe¢
.0f politiocal Bolshevik doportooa.

Over a period of B85 years, 1823-1887, the osarist government de-
por ted about 593,000 persone to Siberia. From 1939 to 1941 the Bolshev!
government deported from ooogpiod eastern ?oland, which was xhx in the
TOurson line?, 1,692 thousand porlohn from whioh 990 thousand were sohe-
duled for emigration. (These figures sre from the offioisl publiocstion
of the Polish authorities who are opposing Communism)

During the building of one port on the Black Sea the NKXVYD deported
40 thousand porléns with 24 hours for 'strategio reason’,

Naot too long ago offiolal Soviet sources disclosed the liquidntion'

of the asutonomous Republios of Komi, Oreimean dartary, Kabardynk and

e
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Amionyk. Inede recaviics Lad & popalaticn of & LW
majority were deported to Siberia,
I% ia not definitely known where the million people of the repudlio

of Tanna-Tuve had bdeen deported in the last year. (1948)
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Hau{lroud Ilransportution

'ho mowt cowmon 'oommunity proteution meusure’' is Lhe ovorrective
lnubor oamp (Isprawitielno Trudovoj Lagler). Before I relute the living
voundt tlony tn these camps 1t woudd be better Lo becowe sovqusinted with
tho tecuanlaguey of transportling the avouseu froam prlson‘t.o Lhe luabar oam

Phe most voumnon meuans of transportation is truvel by rail. <rhe
prisoners ure ‘brought to the station in prison vehicles or, if there 1ia
& gourolty of ours, they~jxre’foroeu to march to the depot. after the
columns huve been formed in front of tue prison, the trunsportation
offioer (usually an NKVD man) warms the prisoners with the following:
fMarch one Btep baokward for every two forward stepe., The escorting
gusrds huve orders to shoot without prejudice’, This means, in effect,
that one false step is reason enough for the escort to use fifles. In
every instance where ihe marching oolumns halt, the prieoners are foroe|
to vit on the ground without reguard to mud, sand or snow. Under no
oiroumstances oan & prisoner stand up without first being commanded to
rise, Bdesides guards, military dOgs'which are descendants of alzao
wolves, help watoch the prisoners. Lhese messures are always used in
oases of marovhing prlsoners,

Soviet sussia is probably the only ocountry in the world that uses
special prison oars in railroad transport, These prison ocars retain th
name of (Stolypinks' from the osarist reign und differ from the ordinar;
rallroad oars in having barred windows, haty instesd of olear window
panas . and inatead of ordinary walls a metal grillria used. The gusards
remain in narrow oorridors which enables them to watoh the sotivities o!
the prisoners, Sinoce the number of these oars ie limited, they are
usually attached to passenger or freight traina,

The prinoiple means of tranéporting lagges groups of prisoners (800«

w o052k Jf <
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£000 persona) are govered vans fitted with primitive weusures fOr huwan
use, OIwo rows of wooden beds on different levels serve a8 bleeplég
places and a small hole in the floor fittéu with & tin pipe 1s ured for
sanitary purposes. In tﬁe wint§£ ﬁonﬁha 4 Qméll {iron stove 1in the‘cente
of the van provides the prisoners with a little warmth. On the plsiforu
of each van stands & gusrd. Auadﬁerate van is used by the steff con-
siuting of tne commsndant an N&AVD man, his assistant, & q?g-oommisgioned

A

. . s Ty .
mess officer, a sanitary officer and the rest of the transport crew

including dogs trained to trail humens.

The individusl convoy guards are linked by telephoune to the van of
the commandant and with esoch other. Ih the event of damsge to the tele-
phone equipment the guards use & bell alarm by pulling the ocord that is
strung near the ceiling of each van.

During the night the way ie lighted by flares fired every few
ﬁinutea and while passing through fields or foresta the flares &re fired
one after another.

While the oonvoy halts, the walls and floors are pounded with woode
mallets to asocertain whether or not they have been weukenea in an effort
by the prisoners to esocape.

In transit %he'daily ration for the prisoners is about one pound of
bread or # poung of bisocuits, one herring or other sallted or sméked
fiaﬁ. and each should reoceive about 2/3 ounce of sugar. Howerver the
sugar is usually kept by the men in charge of the convoy, according fo
orders each prisoner should receive one hot meal at leust every third
day. In general practise however, these orders are not followed. 1
traveled as a prisoner a few tiﬁea. One of these tripsnlasted more than
a month and I didn't have & single warm meal during the entire trip. '

The greatest agony endured 1s thirst. The gusards issue one or two

buokets o2 water daily to easdh van holding about 5O persons. It doeen't
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'#0 Very far and i{s the ocasuss of frequentnfighte or even death among the

prisoners, If the transport is during the winter months many prisoners,

tormented by thiret, liock the hoar-frost formed on the iron fixtures of

. : ¢ ’ . -
the van. There ocan be no mention of washing or other bourgeois devioces,
This 18 the typloal transportationvof'prisonera. There may be aome

é

8light varlutions fwom the account given., In the event of & partiocu-
larly heavy use of transports, ﬁh; ooﬁditions are muoh woree einoq_the
vans are loaded with tw%g:ﬁ:svmany peresons and it oftonigappena fhat
many persons suffocate dus to the laok of ventilation, ;specially daring

the summer months,.
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@ CHAPTER V B
Deportution Prisons
The first stuge of deportytion sre the deportstion priscons. Iniw 4,

b4

a pointuwhere prisoners are massed together for the purpose of brganixin‘
oonvoys for transport to individual ocamps. +ihere 8re several of tbﬁae
points in Russia. They are centrally loosted to be able to hundle a
certain numbper of prisoners. Pheﬁe prisons receive and dlqgnargela_few

thousand persons daily. e -

After the prisoners leave & train they are taken iln prisonvens, or
marck on foot, to the deportation prison. Thig ususlly takes plaoce at
night. <The NKVD oares asbout appearances snd strives to do everything in
gseoret. It isn't at a1l unusual for Hussian prison vuns to seem to be
passenger busses. Drapes and ourtains (sio)) present a good 1illusion.
The ineide however, is completely darkened and strongly safeguarded.
After alig@ting from these cars the prisoners are taken to be questioned
after whioh they bathe snd have their olothes disinfeoted. bepending on
the prisoner's luock he his quqrtcrod in a ocell, or 1f the prison is over
orowded (and they usually are) he is quartered in the hall, in the doft,
on the stairs, or even in the prison yard. In Nov. of 1940, together
with about 5,000 other prisoners, I spent S weeks in the prison yard.

For the first time sinoce his arrest does a political prisoner mingl
with oriminal oconviocts, _

It is al80 noted that from the time of oonfinement in s deportation
prisong the prisoner lives by the rules of the jungle, the right of sur~
vival in an enolosure, From this time on survival will be the prisoner’i
. one aim during transport , and in alave labdor osmps.

The sadministrators of these prisons keep an index of camps needing
laborers and as soon a8 a large enough group is assembled they are organ:

ized into & convoy for furthexr transport, Nexr this reason a prisoner ms]
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be in a doport’lon prison a« few houre or a ﬁw monthe, Thie depends op

Whe ther trunsportation {suready for & ocertqin group or whether & definit,
quo ta haan't been ftlled und they ha‘o to wait for another ebipmont ot

prisoners. Frequently a long period of wuiting {n & deportation prison

18 due to fuulty sdwinistration. In sbort, a prisoner may be forgotten,

bhis papers losat, or the pupers may have been inoluded through error with

those of another transport. Lhere is & sealed envelops forjcaoh pygaoner

containing the records of thed}risl and the obaruoteriatgoa of the pri-
¢ Sy .
soner. The outside of the envelope ocurries & photograph of the prisoner,

personal data, the o.c. art. number, and the length of the sentence. The
an

envelope 1s opened only a4t tae lubor camp. If it happens that mx enve-

iope is erroneously sent with the wrong transport, the prisoner remains
at the deportation prison until the authorities unaover tho error.
Deportation prisons are the beginning of the real torture of }'prl-
_soner. OSleeping on bare floors, stone steps, or in the rain or snow und¢
the skies, stench and lack of space, the complete ignoring by the satho-
rities of even the most primitive hyglenic installutions, the constant
threat of being stripped to the skin b} degenerute juvenile oriminals aal
the brutality of the prison gusrds -~ all $ividly oppose the nicely worde!
CO art. 9t "Community pre¥tection measures oannot hage as 1t's goal the

physioaz disocomfort or the degredation of human dignityecee..”
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CHAPTER VI .
Separation Campy
From deportution prisons Lhe priuoner iy vent by rail to & BOpurunL(
osmp, The conditions of travel are the sume uas those pr'V1°UUly mentione
In the &g event thut the sepasrution ocenter is too distsnt frou u rallronsd
transportation by barge, shilp, suto or msrching ts brought into use}

Usually however, these separution oenters ure in the vicinity of 8 rall-

road right of way or at gt;:_gprminalu. I had the 'lusk {o become soqu-

ainted with all modes of travel.

Separation oenters uare, just a8 deportastion prisons, points of or-
ganizing prisoners sentenced to oonoentration osamps in specific regilons,
Labor camps are orgunized in nuseis acocording to 'systems'. Lihese systenm
are ususdly within the boundaries of the individusl countries or reglons}
A Separation center serves one or more of these systems.

The lubor oamps send their employee requirements to & separation
osnter und, depending on the number of poruoné in the ocump, the separatio
center orgunizee a convoy for transport to the labor csmp. Lhese sepa-

ration oamps are nothingnmore than 2 type of slave market. I use the nam

appropriately for it is the most suitable and the.closest to the truth.
. —~

How else oan you o0all the general g§2339gin:éf/33mps that send upeocisl

dulggatoa whoge 80le aim 18 to piok out the healthiest and most efficient
workers., 4As an example I can cite my own cuse. I wum assigned to a ocamp
and was reudy for dupsrture when an engineer of another ocump found out
that I had stated that I was & drilling specialist. He therefore had
arranged with my 'boss' for a trude, giving bim snother prisoner, 8 few

paockages of clgurettes plus my ocoat,

Separation camps therefore, funotion a8 labor exchanges and regulate

the flow of labor.

The number of prisoners in & separation camp usually is in the tens
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" 0of thousands, ‘ltin necessitates separating the osmp into sones, each

sone beingnisolated from the othera by barbed wire. This type of wire
enoiroles tho entire oump. At 100 yard ¢iatanoos s tand high towora L
from military guards oalled "oohry (Wo jenno ja 00bruna - subjeot to

the N&VD) stand s 24 hour watoh., The entire camp is bathea in strong
reflected light ull night., Dogus also help in guurding the prisoners,

Prisoners are forbldden to loiter near the fenoes, und uﬁxone fqund to

close to the fence is lmgedthtely shot. -

Prisoners are quartered in barrucks, tents, or even under the
akies, Dbue to the overorowded ocondition of the cump it iws impoesiblob
bouse all the prluonefu in ocovered bulldings. Bven during the winter
monthe many prisoners live outdoors, sleeping on the enow covered grou
around oampfires., 4ll types of prisoners are found in these ocamps 8o
that there is no differentiation between politioal and oriminal offend

The theory of might over right reigns %n these camps, Guards tha
enter the compound sarm themselves with long poles used to disperse a
orowd of oriminal offenders that are robbing or even murdering politilo:
prisoners and those ffrom the west'. In many instances honovor, these
inoidents ure ovorlookéd.

Body lioe beocome inuoporuble oompanions of the prisoners, It isn
at all unusual then for eplidemica to ooour and the death rate is unua-
sually high. The prisoners dreamuwof a quiok release from these ocamps f
a definite labor oamp where organization and disocipline, together with
seizure of disquleting persons, presents a small guarantee of personsal

safety and the housing problem is & little more bearable,

-~ . .
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CHAP Bt VII
Wa 1ot THRANO Ol

Further transportation for the prisoner, aepending on the clir-
cumstances, excluding the rullways are: truocks, bsrges, 3hip8 or more
marohing.

The routes thut ure especiaslly diifiocult for the prisoners to
withstund are: s) Kotlas-Virkuta, b) Krasnoysrsk-Vudinka, (q) Kharkoy-
Vliadivos tok, an& a) 5ukh§§wggyhodkn~lblyma. ) o

Kotlas lies at the point where the Vychegds and Uvins rivers meet,
Ihis i8 an enormous segregation ocenter that supplies several oamp
system that exist betweoﬂ the Dvina river and the Urals. The most
easterly system is Vorkutatroj with it's mining operations. The route
Kotlas-Vorkuta is either by land following the course of the Vyohegda
river, orossingmthe Pechora river, followinguthe 3;;2 river to it's
souroce or by water transport using barges over the Dvina riyor to aroh-
angel, then by ship aoross the White and Baro&ta'aoaa to the Narysn-Mar
port whioh lies at the mouth.of the Pechors river and then by barges up

Usda
the Pechora and Py¥J¥ rivers.

In the ocase of travel by land the prisoners are shipped in olosed
freight ocars or open flat-cars over the newly built railroad leudin to
Vorkata. This line was oomplotdd in aApril of 1943. Before it's com-
pletion transportation of prisoners was accomplished by ocombining land
marches and water systems. iarching was resorted to sll year roamnd
whioh accounted for innumerable ocases of intense frostbite and eventual
death, Almoat every year severe blissards ocaused the deaths of many
transports consisting of thousands of prisoners with oconvoy. &aoocording
to orders ocamp asnthorities are obliged to supply the prisoners that
oross into the polar regions with speoial uniforms but in general prac-

tioe the prisoners are usually clothed in their own outfits. Youn oan

[ T — i st sttt ‘ Acnitiss, &
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{magine the pli! of the 30,000 Jews thut we’arreutod in Iwow during
May and June of 1941. [he white death reups a good harvest and le a
sons tant vompunion of every transport.

The river route of Kotlam-Vorkuta ie ; greut desl worse than fho
lunded route. a barge holds ubout 2,000 prisoners jummed into it's hold
FThey ure ullowed on deck only during the day and that only with porﬁissi
of thoe nuuort.“ Bhtqvpnrmlaulon ta‘gruntod only for phyuloq} oonvonianoo
he luaok of udoﬁuate-fuoikkzigg results in long queues ofm?;ople'etdndin‘
in narrow halls for meny hours. BEven during the night many stand in lin
wilting.thelr turn. Muny that are unnable to deny nature use a oomven-
tent corner whioh further pollutes the air and oreates breathing diffi-
culties. During the night bunde of thieves rob their more peaoof;I ocom~
panions, wmurdering those that give them opposition, &and practice sex

perversions., Trhe guards do not tuke any notlce of these practioces sinoce

‘they share in some of the loot and barter with breud and ocigarettes for

the rest of it.

I know that what I huve written may seem unbelievable, but we must
realicse the severe shortuge of materisl in Soviet Ruseia, Bvery sorap
has a8 blg price on it. & well dressed foreigner cannot count on meroy
from thleves or even sdministrautive personnel who themselves organize or
provoke attuicks on better dressed Westerners. Sometimes politiosl pri-
suoners ure oapuable of bénding together and moredr less succesafully,
defend themselves., In these instances real battles ensue smong groups oi

priesoners and the mortality rate on both sidee is high. I had partioi-~

his ronte whiaoh reanlitad i{n ahont 20O

poted 4z Just such a battle on
deaths and about 100 badly injaured porson-. Unfortunately the majority ¢
the viotims were politiocal prisoners who normally are unarmed while the
pandite have some sort of weapon, ususally & hand made knife,

Beaides the plague of bandita, the prisoners ars tortured by hunger,
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‘thiret, siokness, and heat. It seems pursdoxiosl but {t's nevertheless

true that in the wuters of the North sea, north of the polar ocircle,

prisoneru dlo en wusde from heat proutrubgon. .

The -omplete wauter trip 6! kotlua Vorxutay including stope in trun
oumps ut srohangel und Nuryun-Mar lssts months. this 1s in edditlan to
the deluys met in the event the Yuohoru river ls frozen over. In these
oavey Lhe vugort uunnoL sontuct supply points, therefore, Ln order.to
stretoh their food bupoly*,;bdy further decreuse the uslresady 1nadoquate
food rutions. In.these i{nstunces the muruuding of the bandite reusches
unheurd of heights. Lhey stoul the food of thelr compsnions whioh octuse
the death by sturvation of these unfortunate peuple. Corpses sre thrown
into the water,

Ihe route between .rchungel and Naryun-Mar hus still another hazard
Ships frequently sink as u result of storms or icebergs.

The route Xrasnoyarsk-Dudinks presents t?e same piocture of the burg
or shipe on the Yenieiy river. It is aboaut 1,500 miles long.

Bukhta Nakhodks, near Vlsdivoetok, is siwllar to Kotlas as .a Begre-
gation center and serves all systems lying beyond the & amur river, Loly
Kamohatka peninsuls, Sakhalin Island, the distriot of Yakutok, and
Virkhoyansk, and the Chukotka Peninsula., Hhmps Speoislly equipped shipse
ply these many sea lunes, meking continuous trips.to the many points
gerved. Two routes are never to be forgotten by the prisoners. These a:
Bukhta Nakhodka-Magaden (on the UOkhotsk sea) snd Sukhte Nakhodka~ Bering
Strait - Arotio Ocean - and Lower Kolymsk.

Magadan is.%ho segond segregation point on the far Eaat, L1t 18 the
gate to the enormously big territory of slave oamps whioch are densely
situated on both sides of the Xolyma rivor.. Due to the olimatioc oondi-i
tions, (Vgrkhoyansk ie the coldest region in tane world), only the hardest

oriminals are sent there. In the Soviet mind & sentence to that point 18
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oquivulcnt to :lgeath sentence., THe route leads through the Japaness
and Okhotsk seas. During passage ibroughﬂ the le Perouse Strait many
prisoners perish from suffooation. Thie Sjruit lies between the baiha-
1in and Yezo Islands and the Jabaneae had the ¢pportunity to photograph
Russian prieon ships., They were probubly quite well informed on the

number and destination of these ships. It was the duty of the KLVD to

keep secret the politics of tue blologloel extermination of counter-
revolutionary slementy, -ﬂyr'ehis re.son all compaaionways leading to
the deoks und ull portholes were hermeticully seauled before reuching
this struit to prevent esoepea. It had previously huppened that pri-
- 8soners peing releused ﬁpon deck to use toilet fucilities had noted the
nearness of the islands and had jumped overboard. Japanese fishermen
willingly helped them and obtained informuation from them whioh ciroum~
stances didn't enter into NKVD plans, therefore stringent methods were

'pnt into use whioch cost & number of lives but which made impossible the

dlvulglng of Soviet 1p£ormatlon‘béyond it's borders,

Further transportaion from Magadan to Kolyma is..by truocks for a
distance of 300 to 750 miles. Prisoners are forced to sit in oramped
positions one against the other. Ta;king.and movomohtnil prohibited.,
The slighteat infraotions of the rules ie met by death at the hands of
the guards. This territory ie fuléd by the harsh "Kolyme laws" whioh
permit immediate reuction of th§ guards who understand only one way to
obtain submission: saimedushots. It is natural to assume that frostbite
and death are normal ocourances under the olimatioc oonditions. Upon
reaching the Kolyma river the prisoners are transferred to barges during
the summer time, but during the winter (whioh lasts about nine months ),
the journey 18 oompleted on foot,

Transportation from Bukhta Nakhodka to the Chiohadka Peninsula
and to Lower XKolymsa uses a 1onger 8ea lane since the shipe have to sail

’ .J.
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ugh the Be Strait and contend with 108 floes in the Arotip .

Ocean. There is no transportation by truok. The journeys from the

ports to the interior, in many oagoq:govcrul hundred miles, is made on

oy ¢

c .

foot and the trail as usual, 18 strewn with corpsea,

‘ " | .
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L OHAPTER VIII »
Living Conditions and lebor in Prison Cumpe
agoording to Soviet assumption, a correctionsl labor osmp should
serve 89 an esducational instltditlsr. The &ducatlonal measures &re labor
and propaganda, labor is the topmost duty of every citizen and ocarriles
with 1t ennobling qualities so that every prisoner 1e obliged to peQIorn

elther physiocal or mental labor, depending on his qualifioations and

physical oapabilities.

On entering a labbr oamp, each prisoner undergoes & physiocal exam-

ination to deilermine his degree of fitnesa for labor. There are five

offiocial olaséoa of adaptability:
1. Fit for all labor
2, Fis for "moderate labor’,
3. Fit for 1light labor,
4., Invalid lst degree.
6. Invalid 2nd dsgree. N ’ .
Speoiﬁl ofderu apecify the types of work to be performed by eaoch
class, . .
A different commission studiesa the prisonoil' rooorlﬁ to determine
what type of work the prisoner did in oivilian 1ife and to separate
the specialists, . |
In practioe howdvor. any reocommendations placed in the prisoner‘s
files by eithe oommisaions 1is dilriga&dod and no 4Aifference is showm
to the different claases, and specialistswork with others on ‘general
iona® {onaszaziie runoiyl. Zne iXus avandard Loz Fliﬁ;u‘ PEiscasss
' the type of offense they are oommitted for, and the sotion 6f»tho poilﬂ"
issions is only a formality. A politioll prisoner is loldo- allowed to_‘
work inmnthe administration ottiool of the ocamp whioch is llulllynilntl. B
hands of professionsl oriminals, The omly oxooption to_this tllo 1 K
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- wade whon'no other prisoner oan be found to be oapable to handle this
funotion. In this oase even s political prisoner may handle affuirs

dealing with camp administration. ‘

L IERE geg dee

:An Lﬂ;dlld lat d;g;;o is ooliged ¥o.do work inslde the compounad.
Invalide 2nd degree sre not obliged to work. These rules usre fluld snd
oan be changed by tu;’ administrators Bu that sn invalid lst degree 1is
obliged to perform 25% of the normal daily output while & £Znd dog?qo
invalid is oxpo;tod £oﬁpf6&d§i’10ﬁ of what & healthy prldan;r pnthbﬁt.

This ddsregard of orders and the difference between theory &nd
practioe is brought about by? &) the specifioc stmoephere of Soviet life
whoee argument 'ewverything fér the sooialiatipioountry of the laborer
and peasant’ nullifies the law of personal dignity giving the sdmini-
atrators the authority to praotioce abuses, b) the requirements of the
Soviet party plans whioch must be completed without regard to ochoioce of
measures qgod by the menager. Camp anthoritiqa, on every rung of the
or;anizstion. have plans foroced on them whiohlhavo to be oomplotod ir
they do not want to share the fate of the prisoners they control, and
since the plan can make this possidble, they tolerate the maximum exploi-

tation of the priusoners without regard to murderous oconsecuenoces, with-

out regard to ocost.

- A standard is set by the economic plan. In order to ocomplete this
enlarged plan it 18 necessary.to set a standard as to what one prisoner
or & brigade of prisoners should do to gusrantee oompletion, or even toA
exceed the plan. No one seems to be oonocerned with the fesot that the
set standard 1s beyond the limit of human ocapabilities, that the human
. organism holdg & limited amount of energy, that the standard is marder-
ous, |

The press &nd all propaganda stresses the oompletion of the eco-
nomioc plan throughout the entire nation. Feotory and business directors

[
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af the atate a&opt by meana of professional J!!ianonn the relolntlon to
take the obligations upon themselves to 8ee that the plan 18 completed
beyond the expected standard. The same thing happens in labor oamps.
A practioces has arisen to aoccept these resolutions, 8o that afier the
given time 1limit, widespread Juafitioatione for the unfulfilled pro-
misesa could be pﬁbliabod. Such Jn:titioationa oould be eent by a dir-
ector of a busineaa that hires i1t's employees but never by a direotor o
& oamp using prisoner lahosf—d% such plans must be oomplctod. Ir, 1n
apite of the killing paoe set for the prisoners, the plan is not oom-
pleted, the Q;rootor falsifies the report in order to avoid responsi-
bility for saﬁotage (¢rtl 58, par. 14 oc.0.). He turns to this measare
only when the fatalities are mso great that he may in turn be under
suspioion of ’oonnoiona oonntar-revolntionary |sbotago . The position
of a direoctor of & labor oamp is extremely diffionlt it is always
‘between the hammer and anvil, and is held for as 1ong as he is abdle to
oarry on an intrigue, A oommilsion from Mbooow very rarely visits a
ocamp. The direotor usually hears of an impending visit from trustful
friends employed in the highest echelone of the organization, whioh
enables him to put the camp into some semdlance of order in ord‘r to
satisfy the demands of the dignittrfoa who 40 not observe many things,
and who choose to ignore a whole lot more.,

The weight of the plan falls on the prisoners. Human materisd in
Ruessia is squandered lavishly, in lador ocamps -~ prodigally.

The standard of labor is striotly presoribed. The table of stane
davda takea into acsonnt avan tha minntast detaiin, These tableﬂ'ﬁre
continuously changed to the detriment of the labdborer, growing to une .
attainable heights, to the recorded heights of 'stachonites’. These
records are fraudulently determined. Physioally strong ladorers,

- prepared for the test by the oamp direotor fhaving the best tools, thi
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beat material, .d the mo8t ocompetent helporﬂ'. oomplete the standard

of labor in a few days, which is enough to set & precedent to inorease

the general binding standard.

¢

In order to'for tbe?ﬁfidonbfﬁzz—;sgk, the_quality and quantity of

food served 18 in acoordance to the persentage of work performed acg-
ording to the standard.

The food in different camps 18 not the eame. It depends on the
place and tlme;‘ In.ihe Rﬁg}4wﬁh°r° woere 1nst&nooa when ;pe“menu'iﬁé
inadequate and hnndrod; pofiahod from starvation. 4 reform took plaoce
in 1938-0,‘ Prisoners that were in oamps at that time tell that during
this poriqd no one’had died of starvation. Bvenmthose that were on
penaliszing rations existed from soraps off the tables of the stachonites
The year 1940 however, saw a change for the worse and oonditiopulbooano
80 bad that from 1941 deaths due to starvation and emesoiation becam a
common and everyday affair, |

A general rule governing the polioy of n&uriahmont is to keep the
people half starved so that.ghoy would exert more energy when promises o:

better nourishment are given. Hunger, in these csses, is a very effeot-

ive measure.
fhere are different degrees of rationas., During 1941-43, Northern

Raropean Russia had the following list:

Prisoner ocategory Daily Rations
blaok

w About 13 ounces of bread and twioe
leas than 99% of adandard and
2nd degree invalids ' : daily 14 pta. thin soup (400 grams)

L

100~114% of standard and offioe . 1§ lbs bread, morning - thin soup.

olerks noon - 2 os white bread, evening-

thin sonp, bowl of barley.

 ' 115-1285 of standard oponuoha“ . Same as above plh & 1b
" o U w‘. .d‘ : . 8,,“% .m‘“.:—h"tki.h, M‘* .
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ddmtntatratiie 'rnormel Same ue‘bove plus 1 bb., mdre

breand, ooocusslonully some meut,

and vegetuble oll. .

-

Less than 33% of standard 9 oz. of bread and twioe dully
and disolplinary ocuses oubbuge or oust voup, oructicully

nothing more thun weter.

In 1942, probu;iy dﬁé to,zgg,.ar, the food ratlons, pnrtfbuiurly:bféud,
suffered ah ubrupt 40% doofeaaemwlth the result thut a lurge perocentuge
of prisoners began to dle 8t a rapld puce. Certain ocumps thut were
doing war work (extruotion of naptha oil, gold mining, building of
underground and above ground hangars, eto.) felt only & small decrease
of rations, but the soale of labor &nd hours inoreused. bEvidently this
inorease was fvoluntary' as &8 result of & spontuneocus resolution by
some prisoners who wanted to ocontribdute their'effortﬂ for their beloved
Stalin and‘party. Those prisoners in the polar regions were fed a
little bettar than those fafther to the South. In this respect the sll-
powerful authorities oreuted unusual plotures. eg. two osmps, lying
about 2 xlms. (1 1/3 miles) from easch other, doing the ssme work, ond
having the same Boale of labor receive different rutions beouuse one 1is
in the polar ocircle and the other is outaid; the circle.

Practioally speaking, the inorease in physiocal fitness brought abouf
by & better dlet does not compsre with the inorease of effort and the

oaloriea expended in labor ocompletaly ocancels the calorio increase of the

Baa dVNww wnmdd aam M 8w amenmam
U ilhy LABVvAVE, AMLED VUSsWUuoew

T4S auman organism v weaken, aud finally

emaciation, For this reason the more sensible prisoners do not attempt
to inocrease their efforts at suck a heavy price and if they ocannot gsin
better welfare oonditiona théongh various subterfugee, they only expend

enough energy so as not to be acoused of sabotage. They have a valid.
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‘reuson for thi,for they know thut whether tm' ure sthohonites or not,
the ssme fute uwalts themn - slow death by starvation.

Workers that completed more than 135@ of the soale had the right tq
buy batwson two and three hundtred prams nf brend and £ of., of lard. Ihe:
hed tho right, but not ulways the possibility. Lhe lack of fute wup fel
by ull stratu of soclety and the guurds, just as the prisoners, were
l{mited tH n cortuin uswmount of fat.

frlﬂoners*thut'refugqyjpgwork (otkaz) are sent to tnpﬁldok-hﬁ.
Sygtemutic refussl to work resultsa in an sccusation of sabotage and the
Qunluhmenb {s death, 4aAfter three refusals this paragruph 1s applied
(for the prisoner showa no hope of correotion - the verdiot usually boom
out).

Under these cirocumstances the prisoners rapldly approgch & complete

physical breakdown. Jesides hunger, they are plagued by various disease

- peculliar to the extreme North &8 : sourvy, nyotalopia, and otherw which

are oaused bi;the lack of vitemins and the ex;remely cold olimate,

In geneéal, among the prisoners exists a conviotion that the only
means of enduring a sentence to a labor oamp is to be sent to one looate
in tne interior zone where, through organized”iblute', living conditions
are more bearable, 4 'blat' 18 a speoifioally Soviet imstitution. It 1
& chain nf ocontucts that guurantees mutusl help and support at the ex-
pense of misusing and eluding presoribed laws, The.Soviet adage 'Blat
wysze Sownurkoma' (blat is higher than the Peoples Offioisl Counoil)
glves the beat churuoteristic of this institution,

Othara that ara nnable to organize a *hiet® nena
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end - death by emaciation. This oooure sooner or later, depending on-th
individual prisoner’'s state of health on entering & eamp, When exhaansdii
18 80 great that the prisoner doemn't have the strength to work, he .
remains in the camp and 1is ocompletely indifferent to the faot that ho'lﬂ

- ...w;:.‘-a—-ﬂ-—- o
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be sent to the look-up. His onlyndream is to lle quletly in & warm
nook where he wouldn't feel his slowly ebﬁing etrength and the flLoxors
tng of the flame of life, In oump furgon such persons sre oslled
'approaoher's frgmlihé worA ;p;roaohing or neuring one's end, .

The issue of oclothing 1is partionlarly important in the Northern
rogions.p Prisoners receive cotton jackets, und underclothes that ure
generally suituble ggaingt\ﬁggyoold. The gloves thut ure,gcouslonully
issuned arouentirely 1nadoqdute and are no proteotion sgtinst the biltter
cold, Logt&er shoes are soaroce and the prisonéra do not ut aay time
receive them. The NLVD and adminietrutive péfﬁonnel raogive porous
pigskin sho.a and high boots haveing mixed sheep-wool und oamel or
oow hair which keep the feet warm, DThe prisoners normally receive
© awkward ologs made from tire coverings, UThese injure the feet and do
not give any warmth, OSometines they reoceive bust-shoes woven from'
lihden.'l!ormally the prisoner winds old rags ;round his feet as & sort
of protection. Thogo goet soaked however, and a orust of 1ice forma'qve:
them. It isn't at all odduthen that many buddrods of prisoners have
their feet or fingers umputated &as & resudt of severe froet-bite,

The housing of prisoners depende on the degree of 'oolonisatiga*\\\
of the ocamp that the prisoner is sent for labor. Generally the prie-
soners are housed in wooden barrsocks or in caves that are frequently
unheated ‘paradoxiodiiggonuﬂo the foreat is a1l around), and those
working in mobile units, i.,e. laying trook, building roade, eto.,
bivouao undexr the atars or in tents. On their own they often build
themselves huts from.branohes,

The manner of establishing & ocamp is vor& eimple. ‘& group of
prisoners 1is taion into the deep forest., At the beginning there is only
a slab with the name and number of the oamp., "Strojtie sisa” (duild =

yodr futnre),'ordora the convoy comsander, and the prisoners fell trees

1]
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for‘bnildlng barraoks in the meantima sleeping under the skiee ox in
hats,

The lot of the mobile -workers is pargioulsrly diffioult. Clonstant
truveling makes it lmpossible ﬂévorgunluo & oump, oonveyunoes very ofte
bog down (enow drifts in winter, mud in summer), the field kitdhen-isn'
in uny oon&ltion to properly prepare hot meals, and the prisoner is de-
prived of 8 warm abode where he would be able to rest oyonafor a-1ittle
while after a hard day's‘y;rt{ Under such oonditions yom oan't even
dream nbout hygiene or any type of sanitation. The prigonera 8leep
around osmp fires and frequently many oontract pneumonis whioh thelir
woakenod-bodlos osnnot fight. HNormslly, abq@t 90» of those have
pneumonia die of the disense. I:

During the summer months, beaides sburv§ and pellagrol hemooolitia
the priaoners suffer from stomaoch disorders brought on Sy the groidy ;n
indisoriminate use of mushrooms and wild boifya.

fbo medioal welfare of the prisoners is in the hands of 80 called
*ganosast' whioh is & division of the sanitary Gept. having 1t's burean
in every ocamp. The organization of a diviaion of health for & ocamp has
been well planned. However, the prisoner‘'s health and 1ife in the lep
as compared to the completion of the economioc plan is of no importanoce
80 }houlK'D limite the ueo}ulnoll of dootors and foroe the laborere int
one plan after another, and limit the amounts of medication. Dootors
usaally are prisoners. They try to alleviate their comrades' suffering

nt ara hindered byuthe limitations. Acocording to speoifio orders, a

T

dootor has the right to dilignatc not more than Bﬂior the prisoners a8
111 when in reality at least 80% need medioal attention. The mediocatio
on hand 18n't tooumnoh help sinoe it consiste of aspirin and 1odine wit
an ooo;aional shipment of ood-liver oil and Vitamin O, & oamp dootor

oan suggest that & prisoner be sent to & speoisl camp oalle 'sangorodok
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 (sln1tary town) where the conditions ure better thun in the osmp \nfirp
ary. These hospitals are usuully olean und warm. ifhe food 18 prepureq
with enough futa and the dootors sre usually lesrned men whouse futﬂ and
Stalln's urdor hud plﬂuod‘thom);n pflunn.

f'he theoretioanl saim of the oumps, us I have alresdy stutea, 1is, to
eduosate through work and propagsnda,

Bverybody 1is obliged tu labor but only the eleotl benefit from pro-
paganda. In thie oase thexs.i¥ & sharp line drawn betweem politloal ane
oriminal offendexrs. From fhe faot that camp authorities hold propagande
speeches onl& fxxm for the ocommon priaonera,'the oonclusion ooan be draw
that the 3§vlot asuthorities do not believe alpolltloul prisoner oan be
induced to mend his ways, and from the boginn;ng they feel that he is
loat completely and as suoh, it ie only right that he die in & ocamp,
Beoause of this, 1t never happens that a 'kintrik’ (in oamp Jargon; a
'politioal prilonor) is free to 1oavo a oamp aftor serving his sentenoe.
Just a Tow day' before he is to leave, he rooeivoaunotlfioation that the
0830 has roaohod a new deoision and the prisoner receives another 6§ or 8
year sentence. The whole setup for 'counter-revolutionists?’, the system
of ochioanery, and the limited rights generally guarantees death before
the firast term is finiahod and only individuals of unuausl health and
atrength or those exoceptionally olever ocan have the personal satisfaoctiol
of receiving the information of a new verdiot.

The preparation of propagands in the oampa is haddled through the -
oultural eduoatérs (Xal turno Wospitatielnaja Csast). The work of thio

group 1is droken down into the following oclasseat
a) agitation for more effort.in labor
b) ednocational propsgends influenoing orininnl offenders, and
o) organising theatrioal and recreational pagesanta,
Bvery ocamp is plastered with huge propaganda poatars ocarrying mottos

PR
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and the golden thoughts of Kngel, Lenin, snd sbove all, Stalin,
for lmoclalistio professiona]

Th.l.;

posters oall for gresater efforts of labor,
oooperation the. dnvelopomcnt of stachonite aotivities, ets., 8nd with
oxtolltng.the hupplnonl and ffe:agm bf tho'boviot oitizon (even Horo!)
large bulletin boarde list tho perocentage of tho set soale performed by
dlfferent brigudOB and variona 'ataohonitos . ¥rom the ocamp gazott;
(pouted on the w81l) the prisoner has the opportunity to roud the nam..
of all prinnera refualng*ﬁg',ork and at the same time hc oan learn of
the diamal oonditions of tho 1ife of the bnglinh end Amorioan laborers
who are oxploited by the Vapitalists, is type of propagandg is &co-
essible to all, ) | ,

°  The odnoation of oriminal offenders hinqon on soqnllnting him with
the pooulariatles of his actions whioh, when oomparod to 'oonntor-rovo-
1utionsgy!aotl' of the politiocal effenders, are attonptod to be shown by
" the KWO as temporary forgetfulness. Blnilarly. a oorruptod piosure is
painted of the oaluminous orime of the 'kontrike® and it appears genes~
rally dark for this group of prisoners. IThe XWO whioh oﬁand- ready to
aerve the NKVD ‘sekretno) ossati’ reornits from the ranks of the ori- |
minal offenders a host of confidantes by deluding them with piotuxes of
better living conditions and promises of shorteningmtheir sentences.
Since in the oomprehension of the NXVD a aitisoh is s loyal and useful
member of society when he knows how to worship Stalin, it is blind to $h
faults of the Btruoture, and what is more impértant, to informers, .It b
seldom that a oriminal offender leaves a labor oamp before hie sentence
is served and beoomes a’really valuable' Boviet ditisen, having received
a previous ‘'educacion' whioch gndrnntoon_him the above mentioned virtmes.

The last daty of the KWO @ organising theatrioal and recreatiosal
pageanta - stands at the loweat level. The easence of the theatriocal

presentations are shallow and are written by worshlees agitators 0'“.o f
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If the play fi‘proaontod in & clubroom - usually

,".

;ieh ﬁropnganag.
housing prisoners - the only benefit that the offender ocun gain from the
porfbinnnod_ii:fQEHH'nﬁibi‘56?32161‘Iffiiiggj"ha can-steasl-some clothing
from & fellow prisoner. From time to time boviet films whioh oo@mend the

Soviet 1ife are shown in these oclubrooms. It is olaimed that Cumps

having women inmates also arrunge danoces. I was unable to confirm this
information. .

Sinoce I made mention, qf women, I think 1§'e jast a8 well to mention
sex lifo‘in the oampa. It';xiata Taxkkaxpexx to the point of degeneracy
in all-male or sll-female osmps, It doeen't mean that in coeduoational
oamps the sex 1life was sound, it was only a 1little more normal,

The favonis of women were gained msinly by the administrators of the
osmp 8inoce they were able to pay for such servioes. " Normally, the women
became miatresses of the more prominent orimln&la,‘but tb;e didn't pre-
vent them from acoepting monpi from the other oriminal offenders., Polie
tioal prisoners rarely met the ocamp proatituto; for the simple reason
that they were too weakened and emaciated to take much interest in suoh
thingas. If that weren't reason enough, then the boviet prostitute feels
it to be her duty not to ocater to an 'enemy of the people’. In oamp
jargon women are known as the oriminals 'delirium’,

The pioture of ocamp life wouldn't be ocomplete if we had omitted the
role played by the 'urks'. Ihis name 1is applied to thieves and bandits

that haveLbeen waifs of the streets and have been assoociated with orime-
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'Urks' are the plague of every prison and ocamp. In oampea.they are
organited in apeoial labor brigades, they act with a great deal of 1li=-
berty and steal and plunder from the more poaoofui prisoners. The wboli
administration of the camp is in their hands. 4ll offioials, from labor

leadera tu the chief administrator, foster the 'Urks', adequately eda-
. N .
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: oa%i& %y the W0 and indebted to it for their luorltivc fnnotion-.'thoy

terroxrise the other prilonorl.l This in olpooially rongh on the polltioglr
. f R% "Wﬂ
'onggol “to onlttthn w-'dlatl-and

e e

“prioonarla‘ Urks allow only their:oo

for that reason only a very few politioal prisoners oan avall themaelvea

of the benefits of a 'blat'. <I[hose who are not in & blat or those.who

do' not know how to got into the goad graces of the Urks will seek justige

in vain from the oamp authorities, Such is the role of the 'Ukre' on the

aide of the NKVD that tn@x’gnletitutc a grave menace to.dhe mlllionl of
'oounter-revolutionists®' that in every instance of rebellion, they are

eliminated by .the 'Urks' without the slightest soruples,
"Urks®are the elongated arm of the NKYD in the osamps whioch presents

this ourious paradox: oriminsls stand as guards of Soviet Justiioce.

ga. uﬂlm" ».L»w-u .
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PART V¥
USSH - PBOPIES PrIOON
s o - QAR R K S T e
'[t Is Only a Uhange in Neme' .
Lenin'as words, "Russia ~ people's prison”, didn't lose asny of thelr rea.
lit.y today after more thun 30 years of rule by the flubor-pessant ::ounoi

Caurlet Husweid, expunding L"t'"u"oinplro, enoountered opf»’oul}tlo-h"from
the nations standing in the way of expansion. This opposition was broke
bymthe Russian armies aﬁdjantbority over the oocupied t§;ritory was take
over by osarist administrators. Using the unfailing threat of prison an
deportation, they held the oconquered peoples under ruthless submission,

Lenin, speaking of the 'peoples' prison', had in mind the oppressic
of the minority groupe by the nuaaian-ompireﬁ.exprqsaing'himaolf from a
deportation prison.

If there is any ohange today, then it is only in the s3oale of terro
end rankness in the smouldering class war of ‘the penitentiary system,
Where the ozarist regime was ruthless against tens of thousands who were
politioal adversaries of the 'autooracy’, S8tslin's regime destroys
millions,

This assertion isn’t an ostentations phruse. By politioal sdver-
saries we mean not only opponents of the sooial struoture but aleo the
representatives of the individual nations resisting Russien rule. I had
already mentioned inumthe preceding chapters about the ruthless fight
asgainat national 1ideals of tho,pooplo living in territories ruled by the
Bolshevik regime. I had also mentioned the mosaio madeup of many
nationalities in prisons and osmpe, .These olues glve some pioture of the
true ’drotherhood of ﬁan; that is praised and goirffied by Soviet Propa-

ganda,
It is difficult for me to glve an acourate proportional percentage
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of the nutlonﬂlgieu making up the priuon pop!ation. Une thing 1ie
vartain, the grontest numbar of prilvoners v reorulted from the #o-oulleq

minority nuttonn. a phrase that IE @o8t unusual in the stutls .la.

‘

-

"™Wquulity of nations",

[ made the st.toment Lhat the voviet regliwe destroys mllllona(of
tt'u poltttonl opponanty, this vtatement isn't un exuggeration and oan
be verifled toﬂ'u refutlvo figure ‘x.’roin. direot compurisons,

Russis remained true to t's traditions. 1ihis observation wae made
{n 1920 by Joueph tonrud when writing the prefaocd to his novel ‘In the
Byes of the Wewt',

"fhese revolutionists aren't uble to perceive that all they ocan
attaln ls only 8 chunge in nume. Itussians ere oppressors and oppressedj
the world aguin wvees the truth that u tiger oannot change it'se ltr;pol
or a leopard it's spots."” |

In his extensive work entitled ’Oorporay,Pnninhmontwin dussian
Judioatures and administrution’, the hussian martialist N, Jewreinov
dtates:

"a Ruaniaﬁ la too conservative to rid himeelf of deep-rooted spiri-
tual conviotions only beocause publio opinion oreated a break in punish-
ment eutimates”,

Immediately after the revolution, the govornhont oounoil solemnly
renounoced the ozarist method of imprisonment. Convictions were canoelle
and houses of oorreotion took the place of prisons. This i14yll 44dn'% |
It took only ond‘attompt on Loniq to anawer the "htti‘
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Terror' through the 'Red Terror' on a much érostor socale, Osekn, GPU;A“
and then the NKXVD developed to thi point of absurditsy and when Share was
e lack of true enemies of the revolution, sinoe ﬁhoy aad been usterly

destroyed in the first 10 years of the existence of the USSR, the hodiii

bureanoratioc machine of 8talin‘s ‘autoorscy' seised I'm:.n‘ ll.mi‘b
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and 'rightiat’ enemies und aven communistic enthustusts whowe dnly oripg

was the fuot that they could percelve the warped fidesl for whioch they

suffered.
Pyyohology of 'oapitalistioc environpcnp', continuul fe;r'ot un arm

bourgeols orusude ugutinst the USSR, the munin of esplonuge rersecution,

impetuous rebuilding of an orgunization und the lmpussive reotlgtunce of

8 furmet to leuve his land commsnded & search for, und exteruinstion of

ever new 'enemles of the people’. wuves of musis wrreyts swept the

country with the force .efa-hurricune, prisons became overcrowdeu, and

labor oumps were developed. Uoviet authority udildn't creets =ny new

methods in the penitentiury system. It took thu line of leu&t resistan,
It udded on to the institutions inherited from ozurist nuaelu,'only im-
proving the orgunization, and above &ll, chinged the name. Hurd lwupor
waa named 'ocorreotional labor oamp' nnd prisons ' homes of compulsory
labor'. In some cuses however, there 18 u return to the old nomenola=-
ture, and today, just as during the reign o{ the ozars, there exists
dungeons' and ‘'deportation'. +she term 'correctionul lubor camp' was
kept Exxt without chunge und the fuot is thut the contents und soope
remuin the aume, that s, exterminuation. Bxterminution on the enormous
Soviet socale. |

For "oruelty, spiritual destruction, and the state of moral collaps
of a partioular nation oan be explained through the meusures that helped
to keep Lt on a leash through the past century of it's historioal exist-

ence which, through habit. became for it a second nature." (N.Jewreinow.
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e QHAPTER II

Camp Orgunization

Thes: oumps perform &n importunt role in the economio plan, they build
roads, railroads, dig oanale, mine coul und other types of ore, o;tr&ot
naptha o1l, bulld fuotories, eto.

It's a wéil xﬁbwn fuot that there aren't many phuses Tn thd“édbnomi
11fe of tﬁe country in wBTon prisoners did not labor. ﬁuge enterprises
are built on slave labor just &s the irrigution system of ancilent Bgypt
was built by sl.ve lubor. On the othor hund these fuots emanute from,
and are tied in with penitentiary politics whioh puts & great number of
persons at the disposal of the varilous state organizations. the violent
rehuilding of the USBR community structure, forecast and realiszed in the
framework of each 5 year plan, results in overorowded prisons and labor,
oamps, From the point df view of Soviet politioce, the benefit of thls i
that doubtful elements are denied contact with the rest of the communit)
it s sepuruted, but for state eodnomio effeots it seema rather dis-
adwantageous for it denies a great number of factories many laborerse
which causes oritioal delays in ocompleting a plan, In reality however,
this handling of peraonnel helps asolve tﬁo unemployment problem (evente
ually, sll unemployed become prisoners), but the tranafer of labor
personnel from all over the country to the newly oreated ocamps in the

North oreates a8 grave transportation problem. Under these oircumstanoces

tho dsficlt in the eccnomic ple

4}

the waighi of making
prisoners. It i, beyond a shadow of a doubt that these ocamps are & nege
tive phenomenon in Soviet eoonomics but it doesn't alter the faot that'

thelr mailn task L8 to help rebuild the UBSR atruoture, henoce the ruthles
blologlosl extermination of undesirable elements. |

Ovbserving the growth of Soviet state slave labor by prisoners, we

B % ron_oftoo K
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oome to the conolusion, that in spite of udapting suoch rudiosl cteusures
of oorrection, the number of prisoners in sussis doesn’t lesssn vut
grows greater and penul politlos doean't .dtsviove tendencley Lo resirain
masy arrests,

It 18 charcoteristioc that as ocamps in nuseisa grow, they should be-
oome more decentrali.ed, but the opposite is trues they tend to spreud
tnward to the ocenter of the US3R. ‘The prooess of aepuruuln}"Opunxér-
revolutionists' began from-tfle Northern Islands und the New w.and, In
proportion to the ever growing ranks of prisoners, new camps have been
founded, beginning from the f£ar North to the South, and tightening the
olrocle around the center of the USSR, Ihewe sre lsbor ocamps in the
vioinity of Mosoow and Leningrad, and powerful systeme were built in
Kajoyss and Bak.

This oentralization of ocamps is 8lso ocaused by economic roaaoné.
Shortage of labor in the center of the country oreated the necesaity of
replaoing voluntary employees with the 8lave labor of prisonere. 4il-
ready today the eoonomio pldd weighs heavily on the polioy of osmp
establishment and just as in prisdﬁs, deportation, and 'oamps' the
atmosphere is heavy on the ocentral 1ife of the free oltizens for it is
a rare Hussian fumily that Hasn't at leaat one ofuit's members saori-~
ficed to the "correotive' mesasures of boviet jusmtioce.

The highest institution in the boviet system of prison campe ia the
'Gulag'. It 18 the oontraction from 'Glawnoje Uprawlenije laglerej' ~
Chiaf Oamp Administration. It offioclates in Mosocow,

Culag is an institation arising fromuthe Peoples Commission on
Internal Affaira and 18 subjeot to {t. Xt is divided 1n groups for
speoifioc tasks such ast plannlnc; personnel handling (oddiel ksdrow),
seocurity, sdministration, sanitation, oculture, education, eto, These

divisions are maintained in every degree of camp org‘niiations.

g S—— e e
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The entire syutem of cumps is divided 1:!2 specifio ocamp aystema

whioh handlo o gertnin phiase of the esvonomto plin. e6,.g. the otmp

systoem of 'dezymlenlug' (uan unnamed ocamp) in the Kujoysz rogi'on'huu | T.PY
sg3igned the tusk of oreating & large war production ocenter.
Camp syuytems ure Jdivided tnto regtons - (otdielentija). Those
sonneoted with rallronds encompaBs from s few to sabout EU ocumps ('lag-
runktow') axvepting the mobile cumps of working columns. -a 'lagpunkt®
has from 8 few hundred'f&”h}few thousand prisoners - a'bolumn from 800
to 1 ,000. e.g. laugpunkt No. 4 in Ushtimlag had about 6,000 persons at
the time Nr. 11 Prommgrup had about 700.

The lurger oampa have severhl ’branoches oalled 'podkomandirowka'®
(sub-committes),

Prisoners are divided into labor brigades of about 26 people or
some times more (40-60). At the head of esch brigade 1is the brigadior-
prisoner who direots the work to be done, togesther with the counter who
caloulntes the peroentuge of work-oompletod, {he brigade works under
the supervision of an srmed gusard (strielok), who has the power of life
or death over tﬁe prisoners, |

It 18 proper to mention, that just as all Soviet life, ocamps suffe
from excessive buresuocraoy. Beginning from oamp pointa down to
‘otdielenije' und the system management, 8 multitude of different types
of 'planners', ‘statistiolana', 'bookkeepers', 'work mocountants', ete,
work in the various offioes., The ohart gives a typioal piotar of the
organisation of oamp administration.

Administrative funotions in the camps are handled by the prisoners
Only the head of the oamp and the direotor of ednostion are free.. As X
previously mentioned, oriminals have priority for theme positions.

Besides the management, there is the large personnsl of the NX¥D
whioh has obarge of guerds and who preside at trials in the event &

X iea v eI o
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prisoner commits a new offenoce., .

On the map of oaump systems in the USSR, which 1y udded to this
and about whioh | have beon able to pive muny detailws. (lhuve vemn tn
some of them).

I smphastze that these ure 'syetems' und not indiviausl osmps,
Ruaoh nysbem num"l;ﬂru t'l. fow hundred o:mp polnte. the territory ﬂ!‘\unm—"
pus8ed in 4 system is not-lmhdblted by prisoners exclusively. Jihe
farther South the system 1ies, the more ocsmps ure mixed with settlements
{n whioh live the free people. Jree in the boviet system of freedom.

The map ie8 based on original Loviet documents and supplemented by
statements of vrisoners who had been in lubor oamps from 193Y to X%4f
1942,

It 1sn’t ;omplot; it 18 based only on scoessible doouments. Iabor
oamps that are not included in tho the oump systems, but whioch are founa
all through #western and Southwestern csussia, pauoaaia, and the repudlios
of Central asis are not 1listed on the mup, Moscow, whioch has 4 number
of osmps, in not listed, nelther are the rallroad oonstruotion oumps
which range from the Western town of Tajszek to Vliadivostok listed on
the map. [lhe map doesn't show many osmps becsause there isn't 100 proof
of thelr existanoe,

Besides the oamp systems mentioned, there are m&ny onmps - as I

already mentioned - numbered in the hundreds, which are under direot

& .
(NN K]

s

cf the NKVD and do not enter the general oump systems,

~ b +
123 -,.uuic.":

4

6.g8. in theaterritory of lonbas, every business venture, every mine,
employs prisoners from osmp points. This same pioture is observed in
all of Russia; in .quarries, airporte, road, and fortifioation building,

eto,

Faotories whioch are bullt near the prisons, utlilise prieon labor
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(e.g. the wrought iron furniture oompuny in Odesss).

Moreover, there

.

exist 4 number of work oolonles whioch sre designuted for youthful
offondoré, who ufter recelving sentence, ure subjeot to speciel edum-
sautlional mensures uovording to oetabliﬁheh rules tn 'lubor oolbniou orf
gorreotion for Jjuventiles',

In tho ventral vrisony of Udessa und Ghurkov,‘l huve 8esn huﬂdrede
of youths botw;;n the ey of 7 (seven) and 16, prouped in SBpuruté '

oelly, rhe degeneracy of thgee poor oreutures 18 beyond humun compre-

Bk Yoot |
hension. Baoh group ts under the oare of a leader plokea from the group

of oriminal offenders, muny of whioh sre professional bundits. Whan
mdnors reoeive sentando they ure placed in 1up§r colonies where they are
obliged to work and study under BKVD instruoctors. In most cases, they
leave these golonies as the moﬁt tyrannioal exponents of the bolahoylk
system. Muny soldiers in the internal detuaochments of the NKVD are
graduates of child labor colonies., <Lhey are extremely proud of this.

I must add that former inmates ormthoée colohies are the moet orunel and
ruthless in fogard to politioal prisoners.

From the l4&st of oamp ayut&ms, it 18 interesting to note the
grouping oﬁnmore than ep camp pointe in theuregion of Potman(in
Marijan US8R), which are for women. 4another inown group of camps for
women is in the akmo in region. There are about 26 oemp points whioh
are organized exclusively for 'wives.,' The term 'wife' in this ocase

doesan't refer to the marital status of the women, but is a type of

to the families (mainly .wives

cffanma. The wowmen 1ia thsss compe delong
and duughter) of the Irotukyites that have been sentenced on the
gatrength of Art. 68, par. 1 (dealing with colleotive responsibility)
and Art. 16 (analogles). Oonditions in these ocamps are a little more
pearsbls uince the majority of the ﬁrlaonera‘aro lntoiligont and do not

tend to harass one another, and try to make the best of their ocommunity

life. | '
: : : |



—— N \

~ 107 - -

w
The aystem of oanmps near Magadan rates special nttentlion. It holds

a few thousand - oripples., These ure prisoners who huave lost an arm or

8 leg 48 a result of the Bevare cold-in-Northern Kolywa und other camps,
In the narration, I mentioned-onlylthﬁ mein ecomomio tuske of the

oamps, Bvery ocamp also handles other tasks whioh sure tied in wlphueelf-

dependence Buch us: furming, livestook breeding, building of. burrecks,

administratioﬁ; eto.

The listing of camp systems inmthe territories of ventral asla, und

- -

in partioular, Nortberh Eqborla, isn't an eusy task. It is know, as an
example, that Northern Siberla is oconsidered off limits, and even
native hunters, living in this area, have specifiounlly fixed boundaries
beyond whioh they dare not ontor. I am far from being able to dream of
the fantastic conjectures on what 18 being done there. Ihis region ie
marked with 8 question mark on the map, I tried to unravel this riddle
through questioning hundreds of prisoners, elther Russian or Polish.
I know that this region isn't as dosertod;gd 1t would seem to be., It 1is
Xnown &kt that during 1940-3,.a rallroad was bullt there which was to
link Murmansk (through Arohangel and Vorkuta) with the Bering vtrait,
This 1a only a presumption, dbut sinoce trials to organise & saliling route
over the arotioc Ocean falled, the Loviet authority may have decided to
build a railroad for strateglo purposes. Ihis would also indicate the
building of a railroad branch linking X Jakuok-Megadan-Osukosow
peninsula-Bering Stralit,

One other thing: theme territories are the closest - by air - to
Amerioa, and the sviation sotivitiea in these areas is unansually grest,.

& e, .. suditRNE iy -
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Number of Prisoners
The quneation is: how many of the UBHR oitisens that live in ocamps

are prisoners? Publioations of all types 118t these numbers variously

and very lnaocourntely. Generally the numbers given sre from 10 to 30

million.

Aoourate f{éuroé'oan only be given by the 'Gulag’. we oun only. -

boviet prisoners inti-

svall ourselves of arithmetioal possibilities.

w
d of intense arrest (l936-37) there were more

—

mate that during the perio

than 40 million prisoners in Hussia., This figure is undoubtedly greatly

exaggerated, but 4t isn’t less oharsoteristio that Polish prisoners who
were deported to Hussla in 1939«42 were oconfronted with the statement of
guards who were proud of the greatnese and might of the USSR to the
effeat: "Poland has a population of about 36 million while here in tﬁo
Boviet slliance we have that many prisoners”.

Let's try to establish, through the use bf round figures, the basis
of arriving at & sound figure. 4 ocamp pointmhas sn average of 1,B00®
prisoners (my figure is small). 4 sone (otdielenije) averages about 10
oamp points, and a ocamp system is made up of at least 20 sones (again I
use oconservative numbersl) 1,200 X 10 X 20 = 240,000,

_ This estimate is more than oconservative., I know for oertain that
the system of 'Besymianlag' had about 300,000 prisoners in 1942. and
there were at least 2,000,000 in Kolyma, 4As & precsution however, let's
say that the avarage system has a population of £50,000. On the map I
have indioated 38 systems. [he round figure for the camps listed
amounts to 9,800,000 persons!

I emphaaise: this is only inmthe syatems that I know about and tbsf
I have proof ofutheir existence. One of the relisble publiocustions tells

of 136 systems giving thelr names and locations., If we 8dd to these the




de o? oiqn 2ot uuﬁunl in & system and the pnnhr of pri.
soners under investigation, it won's be an exmggeration to state that
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figure of 15,000,000 18 & ¥eally eonservative eatimits,
Oompared to demooratic natiqns, this number 1in nnproportiqnslly

high.
Let's look at the figures of the 'bourgeois' demooratic nations,

COUNERY POR. PHIBONKKE ™ %
M ¥y TOTAL

U.B.A. 1948 .147,000,000 145,976 6,588 152,564 11
Italy 1938 43,980,000 BE,018 05,665 67,071 413
Switserland 1938 4,186,000 1,968 502 2,858 08
France 1931 40,835,000 17,699 2,708 20,406 «08
Poland 1938 84, 8009000 62,367 n.ui 68,008 At
U8R 194,000,000 - - 15,000,000 7.7

Bvery 13th oitisen of the USSR 1s a prisoner!

And that is the truthlld .
-9
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RART VI
VUNULUS IUN

The goal of-the communiste Lu..Lo.ouuse n reavolution und td oreute

world orgunization based on communistic ideology. vcommunisle under the

banner of Trotsky, as well as those under Ltalin, are striving for that

g0al, lhey believe that the end result of the war bLetween communisp

and democraoy-will be the reign of communism over the world:

Loge ther with this'ssﬁﬁanietio ideology, the communist laws will be

enforoed,

I have shown you what theee luws aro; as they are on paper, and as

they are in praotioe,
If they sppeal to anyone let them support communism, let them fight

for the realization of s paradise on earth.




