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Conversation with Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yaroslav

SMTIKO.

pen the warm recommendation of the Chinese Ambassador to Spat
Tsune-Chl, Ambassador LODGE received the call of Mr. yaroal,AL

wl-,ose visiting card desoribes him as former,

is 

Ukrirnian krime

(VI
mister and President-Of the Central Committee of e Anti-Bolshevik

Bloo of Nations (ABN). Mr. Stettko has his home	 Munichs,ct lap -
pelinstrasse 67, but had been visiting Spain to attetid-Vhe recent
Fifth Meeting of the European Canter s sofiL_0o	 rmroumentationandInfoa-
tien, on which a :gaper* e report	 e ss prepense.

Durizr the course of th 	 nversation, Mr. .;tetzko, who was
aocompanied by Mr. Wladim 	 ASTUSCHUK, a Ukrainian who has been
living in Spittn-riiiT-iiie eig t years, stated the conviction of his
group that Russian imperialism is the real threat to world peace,
and that communism, bad as it is, is only the current weapon used
by the Russians to further their aims of world domination. The
eU.minstion of communism, were it not accompanied by the disinte-
gretion of the Russian "Empire", would solve no problem. Re re-
qu•sted information regarding American groups or individuals who
share this point of view.

A further meeting was arranged between the two Ukrainians and
the repertin-, officer. The former reiterated their point of view,
and added that it was extremely discouraging to the V&PiOLIA nation-
al minorities within the Soviet Union te realize that their hopes
of achieving autonomy were not generally favored by the United
States. They found it strange that the United States should con-
template with relative equanimity the break-up of the French,
British and Dutch colonial empires, while there seemed to be no
intention of freeing areas such as the Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia
and Turkestan from the Russian yoke. In Mr. Stetlko's opinion,
which he expressed before the European Center of Documentation,
the only way the West can prevail against the Soviet Union is to
bring about the latter l s collapse from within. He developed this
idea to the reportinn, officer by stating that the underground
movement in the Ukraine is a very real force, and that his organ-
ization is the only one ithich is in contact with the leaders of
the movement, with whom it connunicates by means of couriers.
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He felt that it would be extremely helpful if the United States
could assist in the '.;ransportation of these couriers, and in pro-
viding them with appropriate currency for use in Eastern Europe.
At present, they are obliged to obtain this currency on the black
market, end there have been several instances in which the notes
secured by them were later found to be counterfeit.

In the opinion of Mr. ?astuschuk, the reluctance of the United
States to encourage local nationalism within the Soviet Union can
be traced in large part to a number of American bankers who still
hold obligations of Czarist Russia, and who retain hopes that these
•bligations might some day be honored by a Russian government which
would succeed the Soviets. He insisted that this was a fact, al-
though it might sound ridiculous. These bankers, he confided,
"had the ear of the State Department."

Ukrainians in Spain number about fifty. They are net molested
by the Spanish Government, but they do not receive any particular
encouragement.

1

Mr. Stetsko stated that he had been encountering difficulties
in securing a non-immigrant visa from the American Consulate Gen-
eral in Munich. Otherwise, he had been able to travel fairly
widely, and had made trips to most of Western Lurope, and also to
the Par East, where he visited Taiwan, South Korea and South Viet-
nam. In this latter connection, he asserted that the Asians today
consider the Americans as their only friends in t he West.

With regard to his personal background, he bxpressed surprise
that his unblemished record as a foe both of Nazism and of Commu-
nism should not have secured r :. him favorable consideration such
as was xtmided hy the United States several peers ago to Mr.
Psn4AGY former Prime Minister of Hungary, whose past he con-
siderd somewhat less savory than his own. He concluded, however,

1 that this attitude was not directed against him personally, but
I was simply in keepin7 with the general disinclination of the United
I States to favor nationalist aspirations of minorities within the
Soviet Union. He volunteered the information that he had sought
to secure backirr from IIITLER at the time of the German invasion
of the Ukraine, but that the Nazi leader had preferred to send him
to SachsenhaAen Concentration Camp. The Germans, he asserted, had
made blunder after blunder in their handlin-, of the Ukrainians,
executing a number of then without rime or reason, in spite of the
fact that the Ukrainian couponcnts of the Red Army had obviously
given ground on the front to favor the German advance, which they
hoped at first would load to their final liberation from Russian
domination. A free Ukraine, he believed, would be an eminently
democratic nation, with a two-party system similar to that exist-
ing in the United States. It would be prepared to maintain peace-
ful relations with a Uussia freed from Communism, and especially
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one Walsh bad boon out down to its proper size.

Finally, Messrs. Ststako and Pastuschuk suggasted that the
United States oould do a great deal in the CAMS of freedom by
sponsoring, openly or covertly, • rofugee organisation located in
Spain or some other appropriata country, preferably at some dis-
tanoe from the U.S.S.R. • nd its satellites, which could sarvir as
a propaganda monthpiime for the cause of the minority groups in
the Seviat Union and possibly naintain contacts with tha under-
ground groups in that country. They added that the current as-
tivities of Radio Frvp Europe and especially of Radio Liboratien
tended to defeat the parposas of ABN,and that a different approach
was needed if the fight against Russian imperialism was to be sue-
saasful.

For the Ambassador:

4.,, s ?teas..
Reewall D. MeClelland

First Secretary of Embassy
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