
1 HIrOR:

I van born in lEtten, Ikr. Landan on 25 February 18965 the son of Indwig
and Agathe STRAHERGBR. * father was a customs official. I attended public
school and profess-I school. I served 3 years apprenticeship as an artisan.
During the first World War I served in the Ann as an artillery soldier.

Femily In 1920 I married Anna Pirrong, a native of 1bnegaer. She vas the
daughter of a railroad vorker and died of cancer on 6 irh 1940. W daanu
1uth pral ie was barn an 23 October 1922 in umiah and is empleped by the
Baarian State M nistry of loonom as a secretary since 1941. Among all sr
relatives-there are no Nasis, on th other hand soeeral members of zV family
ere persecuted b1 the regime.

Finacial Assss Nome. In 1944 I lost everything I had as a result of an
air raid.

Careert On 1 April 1919 I enlisted at the Police School in Imich. O 15 June
1919 I became a policem and a przcssinna1 polioe agent with the mioh Police
Carpe. In 1925 I van assigned todhbe Bmverian Border Police in lTain where I
rmaiaed until 1929. In 1930 I pansed the test f'r criminal police duty with
the highest grade and iediateai after I was trqiferred to matio Criminal
Police Headquarters where I remaid until Irob -933. Ias attached to a
great number of departments , p lst duty having been vith the buiglarly section.

In Ireh 1933 I was forcibly assigned to the Political Division. All attempts,
that In or own and those of W former superiars, to remain on duty with the
Brglarly Section failed beoanse of the obstinate attitude of the nev head of
the Political Division whose name vas HEDIH. When the Bavarian Political
Polie was organised I was assigned to it in 1933 and t7 virture of the national-
imann of the German Police I automatically was transfeered to the Secret $tate
PMies in 1937. I.vas assigned to a umber of depastnents in the Gestapo. 35
let assignment until the sollapse of Germaa 1945rwa with the Protective Service
(SeeIwty menares for prominent persons). Id last rank was that of Criminal
Inspector.

Vi irsrd to -ie mmbershi in the Seeret state olice (foestano) I wih to
Mr the followinsa

W ia=pr t to the Political Divisiam i- q sutsegment trnsfir to the
bsret state hoises was subject to spmld-c. Z was very unh displeased and

aspi about this asignment.The reason for , nhappiness vas as follows:

1. '11Wsr s-a0 na1o gist wholeartedly, :ttie 3i I was concerned with the
prosentim of ordinry arises only and I had an absolute aversion against
everything that had a smattering of polities.

2. I knew nothing about politics and I could not understand the reason vhr
an opponent of National Socialism ahould be a bad charater. I suffered personally
when I wan called upon to deal with these people and I did everything I could
to carry out uy official duties to the beat advantage of the persecuted people.
It is for this reason that I held denouncers in special disregard.
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I do not consider nself responsible for y membership in the Secret Stat
Polie for I did everything in sy power to prevent y assignment to it. If
I was not mncaesful in preventing this assignment I do not consider syruer
liable. I oould not cope with the regime. If the intention of a person as
it prevails in each ease is made the guiding element for adjudging a case than
the eiram staoee of my membership in the Secret State Police certainly cannot'
be interpreted'in ny disfavor. Vf continued service in the Secret State Polio
en likewise not be taken as a criminal act.

hem the very first day the officisla were exposed to constant threats and
thy lived in fear of the unscrupluous character and brutality of ES!DRICH.

All the older professional police efficials were under suaillanco of the SD,
I wa even subjected to mail surveil1ance. The political division of the
Mtaich Folios Headquarters was taken over into the Bavarian Politial Polio.
lanr n0 . ltam e. of the police official1 were consulted and all requests
for traer bask into the regular police were rejected. Since, nevertheless,
there was a enssiderab2s leek of personneal, HERICE selected from a record
satuidted to him the professionall best qualified police officials for
employmmnt in the Political Police. His selection vas made on their merits,
deligense teA grades, age, eta., I was cne of those affected and was
emaw3 draftedg HElDR1DE did not tolerate anv opposition. In this connection
I would lib to bring to your attention an extract from the defense pleas
ms by the attorney MBREEL before the International Military Tribunal in
nIrnberg.

"'he Government Employees had no other recourse by. law and were compeled to
follor the' order of transfer. In case of refusal the Government liployes
would be (nfteonted with serious disadvantages and was likely to incur charges
of breach of office. Be would have lost his job and his rights and he would
also be subject to interment in a concentration camp because his refusal to
obey ordere would have been intrepreted as motivated by political reasons.
It we practically impossible to be released from duty by the Gestapo, exception
being of ocurse the general reasons like death, disease, dismissal for other
failures. The Gestapo considered the entire police force as its own instrument
and practioally a part of the Ar as well and its personnel were subject to
the military tribunal. It was even forbidden for personnel to enlist in the
Army for front line duty."

Uhen national socialism came into being in 1933 more than in all other fields
of publie life it took charge of the police apparatus and the police officials
who were selected from the political division bad only two alternativest either
to howl with the volts or go down in defeat. I was therefore always in a spot.

1 attitude towards National Sooialism:

1.' Partys lntil 1937 I never was a member of a political party, houwngr as a
Bavarian y lenings were towards the Byerisohe Volkpartey. (h 3 May 1937,
following a general movement of .coersion I became a member of the MAP. At
that time ar personnel manager made it known that all police offiedr would
shortly be called to account if they had not by then become members of the party.
This announcement was followed by the order that all non-Nasi Party members were
to request mnmbership therein Immediately. In order to avoid further difficulties,
I applied for membership in the beginning of 1938 end was retroactively accepted
as a member as of 3 May 1937. I performed no duties for the Party and was
therefore designated as a Card Bearing Member only. In view of y real attitude
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toward National Socialim I kept ay wife and daughter away from the Party
and its formations.

2. Rsichband Deutscher Beatert The Reichabund was a professional organisation
without political aim. Since even before 1933 I was a member of the
Plics Official Professional Organization , I had no qualms about entering
the =v#esetablihaed fraternity of German policeman when this organisation
-ame successor to the formerly mentioned organization. Iembership
thereftre ase automatic at MW rate.

3. ainhalm aialbmanda I did not enter the Reiakolanialbund on ng own
initiative but rather became a member thereof as a result of very intensive
and repeated propaganda activities carried out at q place of duty. In
reerdtim. mmbership the minor fee of 25 pheneig a month and the good cause

-was beld ut eas-n naduement. -

4. C ZUaD Membership in the Air Raid Guard Organisation
nas madh a eel'sosy obligation especially regarding members of-the Pelice

rae. AP delay in enteriag~this organisation would have incurred difficulties,
"timallther would have been no alternative but to become a member thereof.

5. s. h 1 tbatomalint Socialist Welfare Organisation) I did not become
a ameber of thin organisation for political reasons. Primarily I joined it
for charity sake and also beeause of oontinuous preasure on the part of ay
auperiors. Asa mmber of the Police Force there vas no way to refrain from
membership in this organisation. I never attachad any political significance
in ay becoming a member of ay of these Nationalist Socialist formations.
On the other hand I refused to have anything to do with

and especially the. SS olassification of personnel. Until the end of the war
in 1945 I was able to prevent sy being accepted as a member of the .SS and
receiving SS rank by means of numerous pretennes, untrue statements, and other
pretext. Even if necessarily I became a mamer of the party and the afore-
mentioned formations thereof, my attitude toward the SS remained hostile to
such an.extent that I used means which if discovered would have positively led
to my diadesal, internment in a ooneentration oamp and possibly even execution.
AMg other things I stated falsely that I had submitted requests for membership
in the 8. Since it took a long time to trace papers, it was never found out
that this was not so. When requested to renew ay application I delayed so long
until the collapse of Germany finally put ran end to this matter. I expe oted
the and to eome much earlier than it did, -Next to the police force in Germay
there existed in ny opinion only the Wehrmacht as a States Force called upon
to exercise power and therefore I was categorically opposed to all Nationalist
Sooialist organizations but especially so to the SS and SA.

I believe to be entitled to the claim that not one sinale Person could be found
who could point his finger at me as a former National Soialist privided of
caurse he was honest and sincere. All ay friends and relatives koew that I always

was severely critical - even to an extent where I endangered wy own safety -
of all injustices committed, the oorrupt political meine, the fanatical plans
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of conquest, total war, ruthless elimination of snyopposition, the constant
and unlawful Emimity" granded to the old guard Nazis, the new type of justice,
the unlimited thirst of the party for power over everything, etc. In this
connection I shall submit sworn statements at a later date.

I.vas assigned to the gestapo Branch Office Pilsen, Czechoslovakia in March
19J9 and remained there until December 1939. Due to failing health I was
oonfined to office duty only.

On 20 Amu 1945 I was interned by the Americans. On 15 February 1947 I was
estredited to Czeehoslovakia. As far as I could learn from the jist of the
iaterregations, y extradition was motivated by the allegation that I had taken
as stive part in the masa arrest of hostages which was carried out in Pilsen
en 1 bptember 1939. I was able to show proof that in this connection I was
sely intensted with the keeping of index files and that I was not concerned

with eoating these people nor that I was engaged in carrying out ay .executive
measures. As a result I was maereb sentenced to five years forced labor. on
2 Mw 1947 the People's Court of Pilsen sentenced me to this term after having
0- esaoring to Parageph 2 of the Law of Retribution - that I was a
nebar of the Natioalist Socialist Organisation. The sentence read 'that I
bd ilatually entered the country and that I had thereby endange re the life
of the Repubtice. I may assme that adequate knowledge has been acquired
Ia e measntime about what ocontituted Csa justice and I shell forgo therefore
to go into it say further. I was unable to obtain a copy of the indictment
and sentence. Only in 1950, on a plea to give ne credit for the period of my
intramat 17 the Americans was I released from confinement. On 7 July 1950
I was escorted to the border and expelled to Bavaria.

legarding my pofisional activities I state as follows: At no time MW did I
tae a personal pol tidal interest in the outcome of an investigation of a ease.
verything I was emustd with was handled by me. in a perfectly objective -

awo as I sew it with compliance of my duty as a police official,. I venture
to say that only few officials who were members of the Gestapo fullfilled their
duties with the ame degree of sincerity. From ample experience I learned that
ths majority of denunciations mede resulted from personal spite,envy, egoticaa,
eta. Dennmiaticns made by the SD and Nazi Party members shoved a considerable
lack of objective judgment and truth. For this reason I took advantage of every
opportunity to make myself the invicible champion of the accused persons and
kept up a bitter struggle against such denouncers. Since I returned from internment
hem Csedhosloeakla:aly a short time ago I can merely recount a few cases, I
am in a position however to mention a great deal of similar once for which I am
able to obtain proof.

1. About 1934 I was ordered to take a chaplain from Tuntenhansen to Freising
to participate in a major operatio'n (Raiding the seminary schools on the Douberg)
3a the raid a number of stage props were found in the attic, among them was a
Soviet flag, used weapons, etc. I was told by an S8 Officer that the latter
wanted to have tose articles photographed with him and the chaplain in the
picture. The picture was to be a distortion of facts and was to be exploited
in the newspapers as I was told by this 88 Officer. The chaplain raised a protest
and rightly so. I supported him to such an extent that the idea was dropped and
no picture taken. I am certain that Rev. LMnPL, H. Geistl. Rat in Tuntenhausen
will reeal this incidEnt since I myself escorted the champlain back to that town
and minc" further discussion of it took place there.
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