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COMMENT s
1. The following letter was found in the files of CONDUCTOR. It orig=

inates from the head of the group of Jewish Agency men working in Bude-
pest for CONDUCTOK.

2., It thfowa a hitherto unknown light on the activities of the messen-
gers of the Jewish Agency, who are also former members of the BRICHA,
the Jewish Erigade detached for such special service in Europe.

3. Parts of the lefter, which deal with antie-Semitic dempnstrations in
Hungary have not Ffen reprodused and were handed over t; SI, Hungarian
Desk, SSU, 4ustria, -~
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Budapest, 21 April 1946

Nathan and Pino Salom!

1. You have certainly learned that the conditions of our work have
rapidly grown worse. In order to understand how the last incidents have
happened which were organized by the Hungarian authorities against us, I will
have to paint you the developments during the la st two months......

2. Within the organizatioa of the BRICHA worked & certain SALZEK
who had only a rather subordinate role. His job was to provide us wit
railroad cars and to watch trains at the railway station to=se that the trans-
ports would leave unhindered., ¥e got news that this man was being tought by

" a certain number of black marketeers and that he smuggled them into the rail-

road cers. JANI, ARIE .nd I took him aside and admoéonished him and we have
decided to eliminate him from our work, but we could not do anything because
the man threatened us with his alleged good Russian connections. And we did
not want to endanger the safety of our transports br sending him away immed-
iately.

3. On.4 April 1946 a notice could be read in the papers that the
Political Police had arrested SALZER because it ‘had been proved that four
former SS men had been circumsized by Jewish doctors in the Jewish hospital
through his efforts, after payment of a good sum of dollars, This affair
seemed a rether dangerous and compromising one for us, But the Political
Police informed us indirectly thet they could distinguish and that these faagts
would not hinder our work in the least, Ve were all very satisfied that we
had gotten rid of t:is character in such a quick way. Ve have decided that
in case SALZEL would not receive his due from the Political Police, we would
liquidate him after the police had released him, :

4. During SALZER's interrogation in the headquarters of the Polie
tical Police, he apparently t0ld them everything about-ewr work, He had

emphesized that the ERICHA work and everything connected with it were depend-
ant upon the receipt of monies from obrosd end that it was led by four

Palestinians: JANI, ARKIE, MOEDECHAJ and me, Time went bv; the work of the
BRICHA continued unhindered and aa%iy hundreds of Jews departed from Hungary.

Against us personally nothing was undertaken.,

5 On 9 April 1946 agents of the Political Police appeared in the
office of the EZRA (Jewish Charity Organization), The house was searched
and $2500, 100 Swiss Franes, # kilo of gold and € watches were found., JONA
was arrested. At the same time SELIG and about 17 other persons who parti-
cipated with the BRICHA work werZ &Frested in another place. The same day
a transport left from the South kailwsy Station -in Budapest for Vienna with
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230 Jews. This transport wes halted by the Palitical Police under the

leadership of its chief PetegTQABQE_and sent back from the station (Torbagy)
to Budapest in the most brutal™Wey. The transport leaders -~ our comrades -«

?p::jSL'were arrested.

3

(. Conclusions:
e. Now you are informed of the entire developments.

b, .JONA (See LVX 218, "YONAH") and our comrades are still
arrested (slready ¥2-days). =

c. AKRIE and MORDECHAJ have left town and they are looking for
me everywhere. —_— : '

d. I immediately summoned three of the most experienced comrades
of the illegal period and I arranged with them thet the worl of the BEICHA,
EZkA, the Youth Movements and the Hachscharot (colonist training) should
continue unhindered. Naturally we changed everything into conspirational

methods. :
g

e. "We have immediately infofmed Arthur (CONDUCTOR) and Mosche

AVEREUCH, : ' ==

—

f. Ve have managed to send the representztives of the Hungarian
Jewish World to KAKOSI (the leader of the Communist Party and the Deputy

« Premier, now thé& most Important man in Hungary). These representatives asked
for JONA's immediate release and on being questioned RAKOSI declsred thet
everything JONA did was done out of pire ideelistic conviction.

g. We elso tried to menage his liberation in a materielistic
way. Unfortunately neither means has succeeded s6 far. JONA and our comrzdes
ere still in jail. : ‘

. h. It is absolutely necessary that the material thet I'm
transmitting to you should come into the Worldl Press and that we can exercise

a pressure on the local authorities.

i. Please inform immediately EREZ ‘Palestine) and London about
everything and srrange that immediately all meesures should be taken thet
JONA should be saved by any methods. -

v

Jo. It is my opini-n that if Joe SCHWARTZ in Paris should
threaten us with a stoppage of dollar sendings™¥o the Hungaria, Nstional Bank,
it would mal'c quite an impression as the shipments of dollars from the Joint
to the National Ean}l constitute one of the main sources of foreign eurrency
income in the Hungarizn Nationanl E:znk.
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k. We plen elso as a last means of intimidation & larpe Jewish
protest demonstration but we will only do that when all other means have failed.

1. I shoulc mention thet the official Zionist organization and
our other comraded heve not reacted on the above-mentioned newspaper articles
and most protebly will not react at sll, The only actual Jewish and Zionist .

- power :in Hungary lies in our Youth Movements, We can trust our future colonists
‘but we cannot rely upon Bela DINES and other Zionists,

m. Pleese send immediately STEFAI'IM ("Steven") and inform me
about everything you would 1lile to take over.
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