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“CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY SECRET Y
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NAZIWAR CRIMES 81 SCLOSURE ACT
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FROM
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SATNT Vienna (DD 110)pD ! #/Q’“?""C-/ fw Ty o/,

SURJECT: Erich WENDEE

1. Reference is made to your memorsndum X4623 deted 17 May
1946.

2. Efubject was interrogatec on the points rsised in the
sbove-menticned reference. His answers sre noted below,

3. Enswers to peregreéph < of your memorandum: There is
tesicelly no contraciction in WENDER's end GROSE™ assertions. WENDER
has slweys mainteined thet GBOSF*Kﬁew cp gince their primery
school days, &nd does not contradict the € met GROSE for the first
time st & plece which he does not remember. WENDER simply escerts
that SPRINGMAN and he recruited GROSS for work for the Joint--meaning
thet until a certein moment GEOSE wes not swsre of the courier service
WENDER performed from Istznbul to SPRINGijAN in Budapest. After GROSE
had changed gold nepoleons for WENDER or for SPRINGMAN many times,
he was finslly told where the money ctme from znd whet wss to be done
with it. The other ssserticns by GROSE WENDER clmply shrugs off es
lies by GROSS, which your mmorendum also tekes in sccount.

4. Answers to veragraph 3: It would heve been difficult for
SPRINGHMEN to ask GRBOES to teke letters to Istenbul, o5 the sctusl
letters ceme from the WENIZ group in Istantul, end the answers were
collectec by the szme couriers who delivered them. As for_WEFNDFR's
being stuck in Istsnbul: he alweys mensged to come bzck when hé wsnted,
thanks to Ms jor BAGEL's help and the excellent vsvers he had in his
possession. Concerning the introductions of GROSS to a certein number
of people in Istentul, WENDFR remerks thet Peras, the RBuropesn part of
Igstenbul, is very smell and that ¢11 Furopesns met in & small number
of vlaces. All the Viennese met &zt the Taksim Bsr, which wss run by
two Jews, VOGL end VIKIOR. Thus, it is not sstonishing that GEOSE,
who Wanted to meet Jewish people, wes introduced to VOGL snd VIKTOR, to
Hessn MASA (a2 member of the Austrian Liberstion movement), and
NEUFELD (whom WENDER remembers uncer the neme of £7ZEGELY, & violinist
&nd orchestre lesder). All the versons mentioned zre Jews. Teddy
BAUMNMANN is, sccording to WENDEER, a frierd of GROSE &nd not of hls.
WFNDEF““ould not be astonished if BAUMANN were a DA, but then GROSS
should know gbout it too as he (GROS l\“ob en zgent of the Hunguri;ns
end the Germens. Thet VOGL and VIKIOR vere azlleged zgents of £8T IIIF,
Vienne, does not mean thet WENDER kneWw more zbout GIS sctivities in
Istanbul than he hes zlready told us, nor is it sufficient to term
some men "aen elleged sgent", some other "o reported egent", a2 third
"a shady cherscter" to imply thst WENDFR hsd introduced GROSE ¢4
GIS sgents.
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5. Answers to paragreoh 4: Thet GRBROSS doecs not menticon in
his interrcogstion any activities of WENDER is as yet no proof of

WENDER's not working with the Jewish Agency neople. We checked
with the Jewlsh Agency who confirmed LENDFR's. story.

6. Answers to parsgrepvh 5: It is perfectly true thet WENDFR
introduced GROSS to AZAR, but this is no point in WENDER's disfevor,
we think. As for thé‘I‘aden tube: that wes & sort of concentrzte
which the Polish consul asked WENLDEE to deliver to KARJIIBOESKY. Con-
cerning the 500 Turkish pounds, WENDER expleins that ROMEN wanted to
senc¢ this money to KARJIBOWSKY in Buacpect, and as he had no pengoe,
he geve WENDER 500 Turkish pounds for which WENDER was to give
KARJIBOWSKY the counter value in pengoe. WENDER asserts that there
%as no harm in these things. As a matter of fact, he delivered many
sums to different people in Budepest--once a lgrge sum from ROMAN to
& Polish Catholic nriest in Budapest, a few times ecually lerge sums
to ¢ Polish csmp in Hungery, and once he wes given ¢ kitchen knife
with a hollow wooden handle, in which & hundred dollar bill was hidden,
which he wes to deliver to some Poles in Budapest whom ROMAN wanted
to support. The only resson WENDFR did not mention this In his
interrogetion is that it had nothing to do with his story of working
for the Joint, the Briticsh, or the GIS, which is what interrogator
wes interested in. AT

7. Answers to psragraph é: The different stories on who
cheated whom on the commissions is none too clezr. It will be
solved in the nesr future when we personally interrogcte VEININGER,
who lives in Vienns under his reel ne¢me of Joseph DURE T-Znd WnoTIY
now vorking for British Intelligence. The dlffereﬁ%'E%Euqsctions
of GROSE sgeinst WENDER end WEININGER are just so many sccusztions
Letween not too honest peoole, who were vying for the fsvors of the
British, the Jewish Agency &nd the profits dervied from contzcts
with these bodies. As for the interventions of Count MAROGNA-REDWITZ
in these money matters, we personslly doubt very much whether MAROGNA
wes ever consulted. Concerning the role of Baron von MANTEUFFEL-SZ7OFGE,
we cen only assert that the latter never mentioned these matters in
the many interrogetions carried out by this office. MAROGNA was killed
by the Gestapo and von MANTEUFFEL is now free s¢ the exect truth
cannot be ascertsined.

8. RAnswers to parsgraph 7: WENDER asserts that it was not he
who introduceidgglé%é_to GRNSS, but that it was GROSS, who knew
KOVaCE from Budzpest, who 1ntroduced WENDFR to KOVACS. WENDFR goes
as far sc admitting that he knew KLATT very well from Budsvest, and
‘that while KLATT “was in Sofie, he sometimes gave WENDER & number of
reports with which to pad his (%ENDER'C) reports to BAGFL. WFNDFR
pointed out to KLATT that it was in KLATT's interest to give him
these reports zs they all went to the same Stelle, egné that two
vractically similar reports would then increase the relisbility of
KLATT's reports.
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9. Answer to paragraph 10: "This is sn ebsolute from
GROSS., "

10. It is possible that BAGEL had mentioned PQRESCU (WENDER)
as & contzct to the Axis ArmisTice Commissions for trade in the
eastern Mediterranezn, but WENDFR cdoes not know anything about it.

11. Conclusions by case officer: It should be borne in mind
that interrogation of WENDER wes carried out under the most adverse
conditions, on & man undernourished and thoroughly discouraged, who
could have left out certain facts, but it is our opinion that WENDER
basicslly told the truth. That GROESE betrsyed the groun to the
Gestapo 1s not only WENDER's opinion, but that of s number of other
sources consulted by us. WENDFER certainly is not the snow-vhite
angel he occasionslly victures himself to be, but his Zionist

" activities sre thought to be honest. As for his black market

ectivities, this is so current right here in Vienns that sn honest
businessmsen is as rare as snow in a very hot place. That he is
willing to discuss his affairs with GROSS can be explained that once
he had let GROSS into the courier business end hsd introduced him to
everyone, he saw no reason to withhold his work. It is to be noted,
however, that GROSS does not mention the rezl DA zctivities of
Subject, proof that WENDER could be secure when he wanted to, unless
you did not mention it in your memorsndum.

12. We do not doubt in the least that WENDFR ic a black
marketeer and a professionzl agent, but just these "qualities" sllow
him to freouent certain circles which will give us intelligence
necessitated in Project SYMPHONY. We are controlling this sgent
accordingly.

cc: Salzburg



