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Aronological Inconsistencies

The chronological inconsistencies of the first installment

of this docuc.ent have been indicated in previous notes, particularly

the fact that the oute of July 14, 1942, ascribed to the report, con-

flicts with the reference to a meeting on July 16, and with mention

of General Ushiro4u Rs holding a post to which he was not appointed

until Aueust 17, 1fr4a. If the seconl installment is to be thought of

us ovine a continuation of the first and of contemporary composition

with the first, tte chronological inconsistencies become nuite spec-

tacular.
•

1.eference to Gandhi 

:here is a statement (pace 1) that certain arranges.ents Nith

the Japanese and -oslems were "tentatively agreed to by...Gandhi whose

negotiations on this matter were foreseen oy the Rritish uni cut off in

time." It is hardly possible that the statement that the negotiations

were "cut off" can refer to anything except the confinement of Gandhi

oy the Government of India, which would place this particular section

as having been written at sons time after August 10, 1942, the date of

Gandhi's arrest.

Reference to General Tateunk

More Important, however, is the lestica (pegs 6) of General

Eiichi LIMNS as being one of those responsible for the direction of
-
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tne "used steel plan” which, according to the document, was "rade

a !art of the Lastern and Central Defense 'len ano is being under-

Ken under strict :ilitaxy Rule." General Ilichi Tatsuni was

Jaranest %:_itar; attucte to London in 1939, was exchanged

Wt. other Japatezt ainlcmats from zu:or.e in the summer of 1942, and

aiJ not reach t7apanese-occupiod territor until the Tatsuta !aru

a:rivta at 3ingapors on September lo, 1i42. General Eiichi Tatsumi

was specifically mentioned in a JapaneAt broadcast of that date as

oeing among those disembarking from the repatriation vestel at

Singapore. On October 1, 194, according to our information, General

Tatsumi was appointed Chief of Staff to the Air Force (Army), and

presumably still holds this position.

At first sight the reference to leneral Tatsumi as responsible•

for the "used steel plan" would 300M to be merely a mistaken statement.

Curiously enough, however, tt •ere is reason to believe that the statement

can °embed to date the passare in question. On October 2, 1942 ooth

the U* and AP news agencies carried the it that General .ichi Tetsuri

had "been appointed Chief of Staff of the Eastern Defense Zone." Bah

agercies alave as tteir source a recording of a German broadcast, und

the UP stated that the broadcaet quoted a German news agency disnatch

from Tokyo (presumably of October 1). American paners of October 2

carrieo this story, generally in the form of a small 4-line fill-in.

Actually, as stated above, Mesa was appointed Chief of Staff of the

Air Force, and the FCC monitoring service recorded announcenatto of

this fact in Tokyo broadcasts of October 1.

is obvious that if Tatsumi had really been appointed to

the post of Chief of Staff of tho isotorn Woos* Zone there would

0
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h4ve been logical grounds for assuming that he would be made

partia:ly responsible for the "used :steel plan" which, according

t tie docu:nent, was to be a part of "1:te Eastern and Central

Jefeubtl Ian" and would auite naturally f.11 under the partial

control of the Chief of Staff tc the :Astern Defense Zone.

Tc assume therefore that the passage referring to leneral

Tatsumi was written before Cctober 1, and that the reference to

Tatsumi is simply a mistake would stretch noincider:o almost beyond

the boonds of possibility. If the passage was written tefore

Septemoer 16, (i.e., before Tatsumi reached Singapore and before

there was aLLy possibility of his receiving a new assignment), the

coincidence involved would seem to be even less likely. In either

it would re necessary to assume that by sheer chance the writer

,f the document hit upon the choice of a former military attache to

London, v%o was either returning or had just returned to Japanese

cont: Jed territory, who had no announced assignment, who had no

bosstole connection with the collection of scrap, and who was eventually

appointed to	 Force post, but who, for a brief perio4 of time,

on the basia of mistaken European and American reports, coulo logically

be thought to have a connection v.ith the supervision of the loused steel

plan."

There is therefore good reason to believe that this particular

passage of the document was written after October 1. koreover, since

it obviously seems to have been influenced by mistaken EUropean and

American reports, it was probably written either in Europe or in the

United States.


